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When a tragic event occurs in someone’s life, it can have a major impact on them. It can cause them to have mental and physical issues. Carrying the weight of their past can be devastating. This is the story of an African American, eight-year-old girl, name Cerena Wailes. Cerena has two brothers and seven sisters.  

She is the sixth child of the Wailes family. Cerena is a person that pulls and needs a sense of belonging. She tries to fit in, even when she knows she doesn’t belong. Cerena stutters when she gets excited, so she tries to stay low key and not talk much. She is a tomboy, who loves to walk barefoot and help her daddy and granddaddy mow the yard. 

One day her entire world turned upside down. She was sexually violated by her older brother. It happened in the small town of Allenville, Mississippi, during the period of segregation. 

Cerena (CeeCee is her nickname) was violated in March 1966, at the tender age of eight years old.  The molestation continued until she was eighteen years old. Sexual molestation from her brother, uncle and two male cousins 
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caused this bubbly, energetic, vibrant little girl to become stuck in a web of pain. 

Her innocence was taken away one Saturday morning, in her bedroom. While playing tag, baseball, and other fun games with her friends and dolls with her female cousins, she was introduced to a life she knew nothing about. This incident left little CeeCee totally confused. She wanted to ask questions and needed answers, but she had no one to confide in. 

While CeeCee didn’t understand the world she was in, all she knew was she wanted to be free. According to her, this world was so unpleasant. Her dreams were shattered, she felt like she was a target of not becoming all that she wanted to be, because of the senseless act that was done to her.

Even though CeeCee was fragile, quietly, known as a tomboy and had dreams, of becoming whatever she desired, she felt like she couldn’t. Her mind was suppressed by the incidents that occurred in her life.

She felt like a slave to her predators, she believed what they told her. “Don’t tell anybody” or “If you tell, they will       
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not believe you”.  Every time the incident occurred; she heard those words. She laid there helpless and didn’t know what was happening and why it was happening.

Even though, CeeCee is a member of a strong Christian family, they also were dysfunctional. Henry Wailes, CeeCee’s father, married Hannah, when she had four children and jealousy arose among the children. CeeCee is a member of the youth choir, sunshine band and active in Sunday school.

From the teachings of her Pastor, schoolteacher, not to mention the upbringing of her parents, she still didn’t understand why God allowed something like that to happen to her. Here’s a precious innocent little girl depending on God to take care and watch over her, didn’t understand why He was allowing this to happen to her. 

The concept (whatever happens in the family, stays in the family) did more harm than good. She was walking around frustrated, upset, resentful, bitter, and powerless. She wanted to know what was going on and why was this happening to her. She was the only one getting hurt, while the other person was having their way with her. 
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They were also living their life to the fullest, while she just existed.               

CeeCee dealt with this web of pain until the age of thirty-three years old. She was tired of sabotaging friendships, driving good people out of her life, due to the pain of her past. The baggage of her past was extremely heavy. She wanted to be totally set free. She was completely healed, delivered, and set free when she accepted Jesus Christ as her personal Lord and Savior.

She also discovered holding it in, allowed the person to have power over her. That person controlled her happiness and freedom. When the perpetrator walked in the room, she would leave the room. Don’t allow a person to change your atmosphere. Basically, you are they puppet, they control your thought and mood process. 
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❖Chapter one❖

The saga continues
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Allenville, Mississippi is a small town where everyone knows your business. What they don’t know they try to make up. CeeCee’s divorce decree came through, she felt a release, but she also felt like she failed as a person and a wife. All types of feelings started to resurface. Manny wasn’t never heard from again. Despite the warnings of her family, she still felt like she was doing the right thing. 

Jazelle is attending junior high school. She is 13 years old. This age is unpredictable, and preteens go through mood swings.

The strain on the relationship between her family became very strenuous, but she never allowed Jazelle to become apart of it, at least she thought. Jazelle would stay with her parents because it had to the point to where CeeCee was working the ministry.

After a week in one city doing a revival, they were scheduled to go into another revival within the next two or three days. She felt the strain of Jazelle and her relationship.


The Saga Continues  


One evening she picked up Jazelle from her mom and dad’s, she felt an odd spirit from her when she got into the car. “Hello baby” said CeeCee reaching for a hug. “How have you been?” Jazelle turns her head looking out the window. She was silent the entire way home. Usually, Jazelle helps her mom get her luggage out the car, but this time she gets out the car, unlocks the door and goes into the house.

CeeCee looked at her strange and continued to get the luggage and go into the house. She placed them in her room. “What do you want for supper?” asked CeeCee. Jazelle said ‘Nothing.” She walked in her room and closed the door. CeeCee knocked and the bedroom door asking Jazelle do she want to talk? Jazelle replied, ‘No.”

Later that night Jazelle came out of her room, went to the kitchen, and fixed her a snack. “Baby, I wish you will tell me what’s wrong?” asked CeeCee. Even though CeeCee knew it had to do with her traveling so much, but she wanted her to say it. Jazelle said, “Nothing, everything is alright.” 
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Pastor Shawanda had three children, all adults, two boys and one girl when she married Bishop. Bishop had five children from a previous marriage in which he had custody. 

Before he received custody of the children, they were living in the projects in a one-bedroom apartment. Pastor Shawanda’s youngest son Greg kept getting into trouble in Nebraska, so he moved in with them. She and CeeCee shared a lot of conversations with each other. They felt comfortable with sharing with each other. Being that Pastor and Bishop was a newly married couple, Pastor didn’t want anything to come between their marriage.

“I hope Bishop accepts my son,” said Pastor. CeeCee replied, “He will.” “They have to get to know each other.” There was a lot of tension between the two because Greg wasn’t looking for a job. Bishop knew a lot of people and asked them could they help him get a job. Finally, Greg got a job. It was tight in that one-bedroom apartment, to the point that Greg was sleeping on the sofa. 

Greg was working so hard, and everyone else was going on with their daily routine. One day he walked into the apartment, thanked them for how they helped them. He told 
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them he was moving out, so they could have their privacy. Greg moved in with a lady friend he had just met.

Bishop said, “You’re grown and neither me or your mama don’t believe in shacking, but if that’s what you want to do, go for it.” Greg continued to fellowship at the church. He even played the drums. Things were back to normal, for them. 

The ministry was growing, and many were joining the church. Pastor became a mentor to many. Later in the year, Pastor Shawanda’s daughter got into some trouble, she asked CeeCee could she rent a car and travel there to pick up the children. Pastor knew the role she had to play to three young children 6 years. old, 5 years old and 11 months old were going to be hard, but she accepted the challenge.

CeeCee agreed, knowingly she had to explain to Jazelle and her parents why she did it. She was hesitant about calling her mama. She
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