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​AI-Related Tech Jobs Now in High Demand

Nearly half of all Americans worry that Artificial Intelligence (AI) will replace their jobs. But an astonishing 70% say they’d delegate as much work as possible to AI to lessen their workloads.

Very few industries have been left untouched by the paintbrush that is AI. The exponential growth of technology has prompted experienced workers to expand their current skillsets and new workers to consider new fields of study that barely existed a year ago.

Trends in the employment market already support the belief that AI is the wave of the future, and smart money is on learning and applying these new skills as soon as possible.

An expert panel at Workyard created a shortlist of ten AI-related jobs projected to be in high demand soon. Workyard used criteria such as the number of job openings, Google search counts, and the current level of professionals in those fields.

Many of these AI or augmented reality positions didn’t exist until the explosive growth of AI technology generated the demand. Professional training in many of these new jobs is challenging to find, and the long-term potential for career growth is still to be determined.

​AI Prompt Engineer

AI PROMPT ENGINEER is the most in-demand new job, based on the results of the Workyard study. There are an estimated 7000 job openings, the most of the professions on the shortlist.

An exceptionally high Google search count of 60,000 implies that this growing field has a strong level of interest among current AI specialists. The latest employment data indicates 3,500 professionals in this field, but only 920 are from the United States.

​

​Human Integration Specialist

HUMAN INTEGRATION SPECIALIST holds the second position on this list. With an estimated 6,000 job openings, this highly specialized position may appear more enticing to job seekers than it actually is. Workyard’s study indicates, so far, no US-based human integration specialists and only one registered worldwide.

​

​3D Printing Engineer

3D PRINTING ENGINEER is the third most in-demand new job, with approximately 3000 job openings on LinkedIn and other employment sites. A high Google search count of 9,000 indicates a strong interest in this tech field. There are an estimated 3,000 professionals globally, with 720 in the US.

​

​AI Product Manager

THE FOURTH SPOT IS held by AI Product Manager, which also has an estimated 3000 job openings. However, the Google search count of 4,000 is relatively low. The total number of professionals in this field is comparable to 3D Printing Engineer but is expected to rise as AI technology becomes more prevalent in the tech industry.

​

​Drone Manager

COMING IN FIFTH ON the list is Drone Manager. An estimated 1500 job openings are reported, demonstrating a lower demand than the higher-ranked professions. The Google search count is also a relatively low 1,500. There are only 25 US residents in this position, with an additional 65 professionals worldwide.

​

​AI Research Scientist

AI RESEARCH SCIENTIST holds the sixth position with 850 job openings. The Google search count is relatively high at 7,550, which indicates strong interest among current research specialists.. Currently, 2,500 professionals are working in this field, with approximately 650 based in the US.

​

​Augmented Reality Experience Designer

AUGMENTED REALITY EXPERIENCE Designer comes in seventh on the list. It has 800 job openings but a surprisingly low 350 Google searches. The employment numbers worldwide need to improve, with only nine professionals currently in the field. 

​

​Digital Currency Advisor

DIGITAL CURRENCY ADVISOR is the eighth most in-demand job on the market, according to the study.. LinkedIn and Indeed have approximately 500 job openings, but the Google search count is relatively low at 150. Only 30 professionals are listed in this role globally, primarily because training in this field is limited.

​

​Virtual Reality Therapist

VIRTUAL REALITY THERAPIST is in the ninth position, showing lower current demand and only 300 job openings. Despite the low number of job openings, it has a high level of interest, with 2000 Google searches. Currently, 15 professionals are working in this field, with 12 globally and 3 in the United States. 

​

​AI Ethicist

AI ETHICIST ROUNDS out the list in tenth place. It has only 9 current job openings, with 1000 Google searches. Despite the low number of active job openings, there are 300 professionals listed in the field, including 103 AI ethicists in the US and 191 internationally.

​

​What is the Take Away?

THE RESULTS OF THIS Workyard study suggest that AI technology is generating its own need for human support and design. While this polarizing AI phenomenon may seem like something out of a sci-fi movie, it is still a major factor in the future job market. Acquiring these skills can lead to a promotion at a current position or result in a new hire at an emerging AI-based company.

​How To Submit Poetry Manuscripts To Magazines

THERE IS NO GREATER thrill for a poet than seeing her name in print for the first time.  Becoming a published writer can be the psychological boost necessary to survive in the very competitive world of freelance poetry.  It's relatively easy enough to find the contact information of a print poetry magazine or the email address of a web-based poetry editor, but actually preparing your manuscript for the journey can be challenging.  Craft, luck and psychology all enter into the picture, and the sheer number of poetry submissions received by poetry magazines is mind-numbing.

Whether you are a seasoned professional writer or a first-timer, submitting a batch of poetry is still going to be a numbers game.  What you want to do is provide material that rises above the other 10,000 envelopes (called a slush pile in the writing business) sitting on an overworked and underpaid editor's desk.  While it would be nice to believe true poetic art should magically float to the top like cream, the reality is that a well-prepared manuscript will often receive more notice than one thrown together at the last minute.  Here are some tips for preparing a poetry manuscript for a magazine editor's consideration.

	A publishable manuscript begins with painful self-editing.  Not everything you've written over the past few years is gold, sorry to say.  A typical batch of poetry submissions rarely contains more than four or five poems.  Editors really don't have time to sort through any more than that, anyway, and they want to see the best of the best.  Before arranging a manuscript for submission, reread all of your poems and  weed out anything that seems dated or less-than-spectacular.  Invite friends, teachers and family to read your finalists and offer their own opinions or rankings.  Keep going with this culling process until you have perhaps 10 poems which represent your best work.
 

	Purchase or borrow the latest copy of a reference book such as Poet's Market. This book will list the complete contact information of almost every active poetry magazine in the United States and beyond.  You should also pay strict attention to the submission procedures,  types of poetry sought, recent poets published, and average response time.  Postage can become very expensive, so you want to target your manuscript submissions to only those magazines which seem receptive to your level of poetry and your particular style.  Everyone wants to break into the major markets like Poetry Magazine or Ploughshares, but these magazines routinely receive thousands of submissions and accept less than 1 percent of them.
 

	Once you have selected a suitable destination, you are now ready to assemble your poetry manuscript.  Some beginning writers make the mistake of investing in large manila envelopes, believing that the editor prefers to see clean, unfolded pages.  In reality, you can use standard #10 envelopes for most correspondence with editors.  Purchase enough postage stamps to cover delivery of 5 pages of poetry and a folded #10 envelope to be used as a SASE (self-addressed stamped envelope).  Include the same amount of postage on the SASE as needed for the original send-out.
 

	Select 4 or 5 poems for each submission batch.  Make sure to include your name, title of the poem and full contact information somewhere on each page.  Submissions may become separated during the evaluation process, so it helps to provide this information.  It is not necessary to include the word "Copyright" or a specific date of creation.  If the editor accepts your work, he or she will be acquiring some publication rights anyway.
 

	Psychology can play a role in poetry manuscript submission.  If you are sending out 5 poems,  for example, try placing your two strongest pieces on top.  Tuck the two weakest pieces behind them and have a fairly strong piece on the bottom.  If you were an editor in charge of rifling through hundreds of submissions, you'd probably skim the first two poems in each batch to make a snap evaluation.  Having your strongest poems as the top two will catch an editor's initial attention faster than burying your best work at the bottom.
 

	Once you've worked out the most effective presentation order, then you're ready to prepare the manuscript for submission.  Some poets want to include a cover letter which serves as a personal introduction or a confirmation of the poems submitted.  It never hurts to include such a letter, as long as it's short and professional, but current trends in poetry suggest that a cover letter is not strictly required.  This is a straightforward arrangement between writer and editor—the editor knows he is receiving a batch of poems for consideration.  If he is truly interested in publishing the writer's work, all of the information usually found in a cover letter can be obtained later.  Unless the editor specifically requests one, it might be better to omit the cover letter entirely.
 

	Fold all of the poems into thirds and stuff them into the #10 envelope, along with a SASE.  Make sure the address on the envelope is still appropriate and legible.  Using an older reference book for editor addresses can lead to miscommunications and wasted postage.  Many professional writers make a notation as to where each batch has been sent and the approximate date of a response.  This can be a helpful habit to acquire if you start sending out more than one batch of poetry at a time.  Be careful not to duplicate submissions, because two editors may accept the same poem(s) at the same time and you'll have to decide between them.  The practice of simultaneous submissions (the same batch of poems sent to two or more editors at the same time) is still very controversial, so fight the temptation to do it.  Response times can be notoriously slow, especially with the more mainstream publications, but only send out non-duplicated batches to avoid any future complications.
 

	In recent years, online poetry magazines have been increasingly popular.  Submitting a manuscript to an online publication requires a slightly different approach.  If you wish to contribute material to an online literary magazine, be sure to have all of your poems properly formatted in a conventional .doc file.  Many online poetry magazines discourage attachments, so you may have to cut and paste each poem into the body of an email.  A brief paragraph introducing yourself and your publishing credits should suffice as a cover letter, followed immediately by your poems.  Again, using a little psychology may prove advantageous.  







List your strongest pieces first to hold the editor's attention.  Do the same with attachments, whenever they are permitted.  Some web-based magazines may streamline the submission process by offering an online submission box.  Be aware that these submission boxes may not support the stylized line breaks many modern poets use for effect.  If you send poems through an online submission form, be sure to read the magazine's rules on formatting and HTML tags.  Online publications may take just as long as print publications to respond, but you may also receive a very prompt response.  Remember that online publication is still considered publication by many in the print world.  Simultaneous submissions between print and online magazines should be avoided, and any poem published online may have to be taken out of consideration at a print magazine.

​

​How To Seek Spousal Forgiveness Following an Affair

ON A SCALE OF POSSIBLE offenses to a marriage, infidelity rates a definite ten.  Issues of trust, betrayal, abandonment and inadequacy can all come together in one painful discovery or admission, and you as the offender may find yourself on the outside beholding the shattered remains of your marriage.  The steps you take in the next few days, weeks or months can determine if your marriage is salvageable and your wife willing to forgive you.  Remember you are now living on borrowed time, so you'll have to make each gesture and pledge mean as much as it possibly can.  This is not the time to add emotional manipulation to your list of challenges.  Here's some advice on seeking forgiveness after admitting an extramarital affair.

	First of all, you blew it.  You really blew it.  The first thing you must do is reconcile the deed with your psyche.  You may not have thought you were capable of having an affair, but it turns out you were.  You may have looked down on other men who have cheated on their wives, but guess what?  You're one of them now.  As painful as it may have been to be confronted by your spouse about the affair, you should be confronting yourself even harder.  Recovering addicts might call this time 'bottoming out.'  You have to recognize how far you have fallen from the role you originally set out to play.  Only when you truly recognize rock bottom can you reach out for help and eventual forgiveness.
 

	You may not see your wife for a while—give her whatever space she requests.  If you want her to forgive you, you need to demonstrate a willingness to stay away as long as she needs the time and space to heal.  You're not going to regain her trust by apologizing over and over again outside her door or over the phone.  You'll stand a better chance of forgiveness if you maintain a respectful distance and avoid unnecessary confrontations.
 

	Demonstrate your willingness to keep up with family obligations.  Make sure the bills stay paid and the chores get done and the children have everything they need, even if you can't be there in person to assist.  This isn't a time to quit attending church or watching your child's soccer game or spending time with mutual friends.  It may be uncomfortable for a while, but you cannot allow yourself to become an outcast if reconciliation is your goal.
 

	Agree to any form of professional marriage counseling your wife requests.  This won't be the counselor's first case of infidelity, so don't downplay the significance of the act.  This wasn't a misunderstanding or a small matter blown out of proportion.  This was a voluntary breach of marital vows, so you owe it to everyone involved to be totally honest during counseling sessions.  Your wife may surprise you with her own honesty.  Many times it's not the act itself that is irredeemably bad, but the level of dishonesty displayed to cover it up.  A spouse may be able to understand a sexual fantasy taken too far, but emotional infidelity is often the deal breaker.
 

	Face your spouse directly and tell her you want her forgiveness.  It's too easy to spend some time apart and contemplate divorce after an affair.  Legally, your spouse can pursue a separation or divorce based on your act of infidelity.  But many couples do survive an isolated extramarital affair, so reconciliation should never be removed from consideration.  It may be a matter of declaring your intentions directly and sincerely.  You want this marriage to work, you've seen the error of your ways, and you want to continue being your wife's companion and provider.  If you put it to your spouse in direct sentences at the right moment, you stand the best chance of hearing her say she forgives you and wants you back in her life.


​How To Improve Your Chances in a Writing Contest

ENTERING WRITING CONTESTS with substantial prizes has become easier than ever, due in large part to Internet-based submission forms and online entry fee payment options.  Winning these writing contests, however, can still be a combination of skill, luck and game psychology.  According to conventional thinking, each and every submission should receive the same amount of careful consideration from the judges, but in reality the situation is a little blurrier.  To paraphrase George Orwell, all writing contest entries are equal, but some are more equal than others.  The challenge for entrants is to stand out from the pack.

No trick in the world can replace a quality entry in any writing contest, so your primary focus should still be on producing the best work you can and hoping for the best.  These tips for improving your chances are meant to be suggestions for improvement, not to gain an unfair advantage or to exploit the judging system.

	Be sure to follow each and every submission instruction to the letter.  Many qualified entries are routinely pitched because the entrant failed to follow the rules of submission.  If there is a word limit, rework and revise your entry to reach it.  Don't rely on a judge allowing a 750 word essay into a 500 word contest.  If the contest sponsors ask for two copies of each entry, provide them.  Look for other small submission details such as a SASE, code words, contact information or themes.  Your chances of winning any writing contest go straight to zero if your entry is not properly formatted.
 

	Pay strict attention to any theme or other restrictions placed on entries.  A surprising number of entrants treat the contest theme as only a jump-off point for other types of writing.  Adherence to the theme is often a major judging criteria, so make sure all of your entries address the theme clearly.  A writing contest is not the time to experiment with a sci-fi fantasy riff or a humor essay.
 

	Judges are people, too.  This means that they will go through phases of excitement, boredom, frustration and relief as the judging period progresses.  Sometimes a quality entry will not receive the score it deserves because it arrived along with a huge batch of mediocre or  horrible entries.  You obviously have no control over this, but you can control when your entries are received.  Avoid the initial wave of entrants—judges are still formulating their criteria and are more reluctant to offer high scores.  Submitting at the last minute can also work against you, since judges may have reached a burn-out point.  You'll have to score even higher to compete with their informal list of winning entries.  Submit entries somewhere between the half-way and three-quarters mark.  Judges are usually more comfortable in their judging criteria by then, which means your work will receive more attention.
 

	Avoid using unusual fonts, decorated envelopes or superfluous cover letters.  You want your entries to be as readable as possible—you don't know these judges personally, so don't try so hard to appear clever.  Including personal information not allowed under the rules can also make you appear too desperate.  Let your work speak for itself.
 

	Research the history of the contest and read the previous winning works.  It often helps to know what a winning entry looks like, so you'll have something tangible with which to compare your own entries.  Do the judges seem to prefer a certain writing style historically?  What seems to motivate the sponsors in general?  To improve your chances of winning a sponsored contest, it often helps to tailor your entry to match the values and philosophy of the sponsors.  They're the ones who will have to live with the results of their writing contest, even after the winners have received their own recognition.  If you really want to win the competition, try your best to resemble the sponsor's idea of a winner.







​How To Improve Your Chances in a Writing Contest

ENTERING WRITING CONTESTS with substantial prizes has become easier than ever, due in large part to Internet-based submission forms and online entry fee payment options.  Winning these writing contests, however, can still be a combination of skill, luck and game psychology.  According to conventional thinking, each and every submission should receive the same amount of careful consideration from the judges, but in reality the situation is a little blurrier.  To paraphrase George Orwell, all writing contest entries are equal, but some are more equal than others.  The challenge for entrants is to stand out from the pack.

No trick in the world can replace a quality entry in any writing contest, so your primary focus should still be on producing the best work you can and hoping for the best.  These tips for improving your chances are meant to be suggestions for improvement, not to gain an unfair advantage or to exploit the judging system.

	Be sure to follow each and every submission instruction to the letter.  Many qualified entries are routinely pitched because the entrant failed to follow the rules of submission.  If there is a word limit, rework and revise your entry to reach it.  Don't rely on a judge allowing a 750 word essay into a 500 word contest.  If the contest sponsors ask for two copies of each entry, provide them.  Look for other small submission details such as a SASE, code words, contact information or themes.  Your chances of winning any writing contest go straight to zero if your entry is not properly formatted.
 

	Pay strict attention to any theme or other restrictions placed on entries.  A surprising number of entrants treat the contest theme as only a jump-off point for other types of writing.  Adherence to the theme is often a major judging criteria, so make sure all of your entries address the theme clearly.  A writing contest is not the time to experiment with a sci-fi fantasy riff or a humor essay.
 

	Judges are people, too.  This means that they will go through phases of excitement, boredom, frustration and relief as the judging period progresses.  Sometimes a quality entry will not receive the score it deserves because it arrived along with a huge batch of mediocre or  horrible entries.  You obviously have no control over this, but you can control when your entries are received.  Avoid the initial wave of entrants—judges are still formulating their criteria and are more reluctant to offer high scores.  Submitting at the last minute can also work against you, since judges may have reached a burn-out point.  You'll have to score even higher to compete with their informal list of winning entries.  Submit entries somewhere between the half-way and three-quarters mark.  Judges are usually more comfortable in their judging criteria by then, which means your work will receive more attention.
 

	Avoid using unusual fonts, decorated envelopes or superfluous cover letters.  You want your entries to be as readable as possible—you don't know these judges personally, so don't try so hard to appear clever.  Including personal information not allowed under the rules can also make you appear too desperate.  Let your work speak for itself.
 

	Research the history of the contest and read the previous winning works.  It often helps to know what a winning entry looks like, so you'll have something tangible with which to compare your own entries.  Do the judges seem to prefer a certain writing style historically?  What seems to motivate the sponsors in general?  To improve your chances of winning a sponsored contest, it often helps to tailor your entry to match the values and philosophy of the sponsors.  They're the ones who will have to live with the results of their writing contest, even after the winners have received their own recognition.  If you really want to win the competition, try your best to resemble the sponsor's idea of a winner.







​How To Handle Meeting Her Family

ONE FACT WHICH CAN become abundantly clear after a few weeks or months of dating is that everyone has a family somewhere. Sooner or later, you are going to have to meet hers, and that meeting may feel complete with magnifying glasses, polygraph testing, background checks and extensive interrogations. It could also mean a few beers, a grilled steak and a slap on the back. You never can tell, so it's best to be prepared for all eventualities. Meeting her family is often a positive sign for your relationship, since she is keenly aware of her family's standards where men are concerned and you clearly made the cut. The first family meeting is a good way to introduce yourself to the other people in her life, so remember that it is her day as much as it is yours. Here are some other tips for handling that first family meeting.


●  Remember that it's awkward for everyone. You might feel especially nervous or self-conscious about what to expect from her family, but remember that they're feeling the same anxiety. The first few minutes are going to be a bit awkward or formal or stiff, so don't worry about it. Once you get past all the formalities, you should be able to relax and allow conversations to start naturally. You may want to assume a more passive role at first and let her family members ask the questions. You don't have to be especially articulate or verbal at first, but you should demonstrate some real interest in your work and other interests. Her father might ask "So, Lisa tells me you're an engineer. What's it like working for the government?". Your response could be short but sincere: "Sir, I really enjoy getting handed a project on Monday and watching it leave my desk on Friday. That's what I like about engineering the most, a sense of accomplishment." It doesn't have to be a complex answer, just something that shows you have some sense of who you are. Overtalking because of nerves is rarely effective. Wait until everyone is more relaxed before getting into more complex conversations.
●  Ask your girlfriend about her family's normal dynamics before the first meeting. You'll want to know what subjects to avoid or which relatives don't relate well with others. There's almost always going to be a crazy uncle or a snobbish cousin or an angry sibling in the mix, so it helps to know what to expect ahead of time. Her family dynamic is most likely no different than your own, and you know how your family behaves during get-togethers. Having some background information on the different relatives and how they relate to your girlfriend when no one's looking can be very useful.


●  Learn and observe cultural or religious practices. If your girlfriend's family is from a different culture, you may want to learn some of their customs before meeting them for the first time. Some cultures encourage visitors to remove their shoes before entering the home, for example. Others may have certain dress codes or methods of greeting visitors. You'll want to watch your language in general, but be especially aware of irreverent references to God or religion. There may also be traditions observed at meal time, so only eat or drink when you are sure it is appropriate. You may also want to ask your girlfriend about her family's views on alcoholic beverages before you bring over an expensive bottle of wine as a gift.


●  Don't sweat the small stuff. You may feel as if some of her family members are asking inappropriate or insensitive questions at times, and they may very well be. The trick is not to let a few unwarranted remarks ruin the overall point of the exercise. A sibling may simply be acting out of jealousy, or a cousin may be having a private dig at your girlfriend by embarrassing you. Your girlfriend's father may feel it is his duty to grill any potential son-in-law, so try to understand that these people may just be playing out the roles expected of them. Other in-laws may have had similar experiences when they first met the family as well. If your relationship becomes a long-term commitment, you'll have years to work out your relationship with these people, so try not to let an awkward first meeting bring down your enthusiasm over the relationship.


●  Don't be afraid to network. One thing that helps break the ice is personal networking. Many people identify themselves by their occupations, so feel free to talk a little shop. If you are a computer programmer by trade, you might discover your girlfriend's cousin sells computers. If you have an interest in sports, an uncle may be a retired coach. By starting off on common ground, you can put your girlfriend's family at ease and spend your time talking about similar professional interests or hobbies. You might generate some good contacts for upcoming projects, and her family will spend their time talking you up amongst themselves.



The first meeting with your girlfriend's family may appear disastrous or less-than-inviting at first, but first meetings in general rarely go well. The second and third meetings with her family should go more smoothly, and you should make an effort to meet with some of her family members one-on-one in order to really develop a stronger personal relationship. Other family members may want to maintain some distance, so respect their boundaries from the very first meeting and you should survive the experience.

​How To Remain Friends Following a Break-Up

IT SEEMS LIKE A NATURAL progression.  Two people with a mutual interest meet and a friendship begins.  As time goes on, that friendship becomes more intimate and a romance blossoms.  Being both friends and romantic partners can be very satisfying, but at some point the pressure of maintaining the relationship becomes too great and a breakup occurs.  Quite often, the pain is doubled by the realization that a great friendship may have been lost along with the romance.  But it doesn't have to remain this way forever.  Here are some tips for recovering the friendship after a romantic breakup.

	Time heals most wounds, but don't let time slip away from you.  Even if the breakup itself was full of sound and fury, you should make your intentions of salvaging the friendship clear to your former partner.  Allow some time for the initial emotions to calm down, but if the opportunity arises to clear some air or discuss the future, take it.  You might say to your friend "I understand we weren't good as a couple, but I still want to spend time with you at school.  I still think you're really funny and talented and I don't want to miss all that."
 

	Perform an act or gesture which demonstrates your continued support of your friend's interests.  Send flowers or a card after an artistic performance, or encourage people to become your friend's potential clients or offer to repair or replace something she needs.  Sometimes a former romantic partner needs tangible proof that you aren't going to be a stumbling block in the future.
 

	If your intentions are to repair a friendship, speak respectfully to her friends and family after the breakup.  You can't expect someone to forgive you if all she hears is negative gossip or secondhand information.  It's up to you to establish your intentions with all of your mutual friends and family members.  Every chance you get, tell someone "I really wish I hadn't blown my opportunity to be with her.  I really hope we can somehow become friends again."  People tend to remember the last thing you say, so be consistent.  Once enough mutual acquaintances have given her the same quotes, she may begin to trust you again.
 

	Take the offensive and ask her out to an event of mutual interest.  This isn't a date, so don't treat it like one.  You happen to be going to a convention or a lecture somewhere and you knew she'd might like to attend it herself.  Meals should be split evenly whenever possible, and if she offers you gas money, accept it.  Try to steer conversations away from the broken relationship and onto the matter at hand.  The fact that she agreed to be at the same event with you demonstrates an interest in rekindling a friendship.  Take it very, very slowly.  When the event is over and you've arrived at her door, tell her you had a nice time and you'll call her again if anything else of interest comes up.  A chaste kiss or hug might be appropriate, but don't linger.
 

	If you really want to become friends with a former partner, accept your limitations.  Don't look at casual meetings or outings as dates, and don't try to escalate friendly gestures into romantic overtures.  This person is your friend, period.  If she finds someone else to date romantically, be supportive and open.  If she decides not to remain friends with you, accept her decision and spend your time cultivating new friendships and new romantic interests.


​How To Recognize an Obsessive Relationship

THERE ARE SOME WHO might argue that falling in love is by its very nature a sign of mental illness.  It's not natural to develop such deep emotional bonds and passionate feelings so quickly, and the expression of those feelings can often border on the irrational.  The need to be in the company of a loved one can override physical pain or all sense of propriety.  That person can almost fulfill the role of a drug or any other addictive substance.  Society appears to encourage some irrational behavior when it comes to passionate romance, but there is clearly a line between passion and obsession.

After the initial rush and excitement of a new romance has had time to cool a bit, one partner may notice that the other's behavior has changed significantly.  Petty arguments become much more heated quickly or expressions of affection become more serious.  He or she may seem to be demanding more and more of your time and attention, to the exclusion of other friends or family members.  You may be caught in the unhealthy throes of an obsessive relationship.  Sometimes an obsession will burn itself out and the relationship returns to normal, but other times the obsessed partner will exhibit signs of true emotional instability and codependence.  Here are some warning signs of an obsessive relationship.

	It is not unusual for a normal romantic couple to call each other frequently or send personal emails and gifts.  Obsession occurs when one partner leaves numerous messages knowing that the other person is not at home to return them.  An obsessed partner may also send a significant number of personal or forwarded emails, even after spending time face-to-face. ––––––––This is all an effort to establish a feeling of security between visits.  If that person's answering machine or email address is still functioning, so is the relationship.  Gifts may suddenly escalate in intimacy compared to the status of the relationship.  An obsessed partner may be trying to force intimacy far ahead of schedule, with gifts such as expensive jewelry, intimate apparel and sex-related items.
 

	Obsessed people will not respect boundary lines.  This is a classic warning sign during the casual, non-committal dating phase.  You might set a workable boundary for your partner such as not calling after 11pm or not visiting you at work.  The next morning, an obsessed dating partner will suddenly appear at the front door of your office.  The phone may ring at midnight or 1am.  The problem is that oftentimes the person will think violation of your rules is humorous.  There is no real punishment behind it.  Once someone actively decides not to respect your privacy or reasonable requests,  he or she has crossed over into some degree of obsessive behavior.
 

	Obsessive people often become fact-finders.  It's one thing for a healthy partner to dig around in your school yearbook or ask family members about your childhood, but an obsessive personality won't stop there.  He or she might perform intensive online searches or seek out family and friends for detailed interviews.  He or she may even contact former partners to find out even more intimate details.  For obsessive people, finding out every possible fact about your life becomes a quest.  You may want to check computer search histories for evidence of past searches.
 

	Codependent personalities often key off their partners emotionally.  If you're having a bad day, your partner will also seem especially depressed.  If you're happy, he or she may be delirious.  When the line into obsession has been crossed, every aspect of the healthy partner's life becomes a trigger for the obsessed partner. ––––––––Obsessed people will copy the clothing, eat the same foods, watch the same television programs or develop the same hobbies as the object of their obsession.  They often hope that their partner will be flattered by this imitation, but it often comes across as a desperate attempt to maintain the unhealthy relationship.
 

	The worst thing that can happen to an obsessed partner is a collision with the truth.  A romantic breakup is a painful thing for even the most healthy person, but for an obsessive it is akin to death.  The first few weeks following a breakup can be the most hazardous to the healthier partner.  As passionate as the obsessed person may have 'loved' you, he or she will be equally as passionate during the 'get out of my life forever' stage.  Essentially, you have ripped away all of his or her carefully-crafted identifiers.  What remains is the same emotionally scarred person he or she has always been, and he or she truly hates that person.  The best thing you can do as a concerned friend is to suggest professional counseling before they have the opportunity to hurt you or themselves.  Obsession is a true mental illness, so it shouldn't be taken lightly.







​How To Date a Single Mother with Children

THERE WAS A TIME WHEN single mothers were a rare sight in society.  Some were widowed, some


	Remember that you are dating the person, not the role.  A woman wants to be noticed and appreciated for ALL of her qualities, not be judged by a role she didn't necessarily plan on playing.  It's important early in the relationship to establish your interest in the fascinating, desirable young woman sitting with you on the couch, not the single mother who had to call three babysitters before the date.  If you really want to explore a long-term relationship with this person, you must concentrate on a one-on-one level of intimacy first.  There will always be time to meet her children and redefine your relationship later.  Early on, it's about getting to know and trust the person she's always been.
 

	Accept the fact that her children's needs are a priority at times.  She doesn't really want to cancel your date or take a raincheck on dinner, but she can't leave her sick child with an untrained babysitter.  Single mothers often worry that all of their cancellations and postponements will be seen as a sign of disinterest in the romantic side of things.  Be prepared for last-minute changes in plans or early departures due to an emergency at home.  If she sees that you are flexible and understanding, she won't have to be so concerned about the occasional change in plans.  Don't just pretend you understand what she's facing as a single parent—actually put yourself in her position before becoming too disappointed.
 

	Don't be afraid to mention the 400 pound canaries in the living room.  A single mother does have a past, and now a present and future with children.  Talking about her ex-husband or father of the child shouldn't be seen as completely inappropriate.  The trick is to discuss the things you really need to know and try not to bring up things you don't.  You have a right to know if the ex-partner is still an active presence in her life, either as a custodial parent or friend or deranged stalker.  Are there still some loose ends such as child support or finalized divorce papers to sign?  You don't need to editorialize too heavily about an ex's personal shortcomings, however.  She knows him better than you do and she may not be so impressed by your displays of bravado.
 

	Meet her children on her own terms and schedule.  Put yourself in the shoes of the children for a moment.  They've already lost a meaningful relationship with their own dad, and now mom wants to bring someone new into their home.  This guy could be the nicest man in the world, but he's still a substitute, a step-dad.  Children of single mothers may have a tremendous amount of anxiety about meeting mommy's new boyfriend.  "Boyfriend" isn't a word in their vocabularies.  Mommies don't have boyfriends—they have Daddies who see them every day and live at their house.  Allow her some time to sit with her older children and tell them all about how good you are to her and how much you want to meet them.
 

	Don't expect too much too soon from her children and extended family.  It would be easy to become a big brother who does nothing but play catch and take kids to the arcade.  It's easy to become the best fake Dad around.  What's harder is to become someone worthy of the title.  How are you going to handle discipline if a child misbehaves?  What happens when you want to go on a date with Mommy and her child wants her to stay home?  Sooner or later, you will meet her parents and siblings and other family members.  Always remember that they have been through the same difficult transition period as your girlfriend.  What they want to see most from you is true compassion and true intimacy, since they may have witnessed the opposite first-hand in the past.


​

​How To Buy Supplies for Your Hamster, Guinea Pig, or Gerbil


	Commercial pet stores which sell small exotics like hamsters and gerbils will often put together a 'starter kit' for first-time owners.  This starter kit should include a basic cage, one bag of bedding, a small supply of pellet food, water bottle, food bowl, an exercise wheel and perhaps a toy or snack.  Everything you need for the first week or so should be in the starter kit.  The pet store may not even charge for the animal if the would-be owner agrees to purchase a starter kit.  This is an excellent way to make sure you have all the essential supplies, but pay attention to the brands of bedding and food pellets.  Once they run out, it falls on you to find replacements that match.
 

	If you purchase your new hamster, gerbil or guinea pig from a private owner, ask the seller about additional supplies such as the cage, toys, food bowls and water bottles.  Bedding may be easily obtained elsewhere, but finding these items can be a hassle if you don't live near a pet store.  The previous owner might be willing to throw in these supplies for free, but be prepared to pay at least 'friend prices' for the more expensive items.  The seller may want to keep the supplies for another pet in the future.
 

	Many department stores carry a surprisingly large array of small animal supplies, from pellet food to bedding to toys.  These stores may not carry the high-end supplements or cages offered by specialty pet stores, but what they do carry is often cheaper than the equivalent product at a commercial pet store.  Even groceries stores have been known to carry a few items suitable for hamsters, gerbils or guinea pigs.  If you find yourself out of food or bedding at 2 in the morning, you may want to try your local 24 hour retail store first.
 

	If a pet store offers the animal, it most likely offers the supplies.  Some pet owners discover their guinea pig needs a shampoo or their hamster needs a grooming brush.  A well-stocked pet store should offer these unusual supplies, or at least be able to order them from a supplier.  Oftentimes a small exotic pet requires special food supplements which aren't compatible with other breeds such as rabbits.  A local pet store would be the best chance for finding appealing treats and unusual cage designs.
 

	There are pet superstores which promote their wares online.  For those who cannot afford to make too many trips to a distant pet store, supplies can often be ordered in bulk through online pet supply stores.  This might prove appealing for non-perishable items such as bedding or Habitrail parts, but food pellets bought in bulk may not remain fresh enough for small animals to consume.  A gerbil or hamster may spend his or her entire life in the original cage, but a growing guinea pig may need a bigger home someday.  Superstores that offer wholesale prices may be the best sources of larger cages for multiple pets as well.


​

​How To Fix Common Cooking Mistakes



	Oversalted food  If you've added far too much salt to a sauce or soup, you might want to slice a raw potato and add it to the mix.  Allow the potato slices to become translucent—they should absorb much of the excess salt.  Be sure to throw them away before serving.  You could also add more unsalted water to dilute the sauce slightly.
 

	Overcooked vegetables  Depending on the vegetable, you could create a creamed vegetable soup by combining the mushy vegetables with fresh cream and spices in a food processor.  Chopped vegetables could also be combined with chicken, butter and cornstarch in a prepared pie shell and served as pot pie.  In the case of carrots or sweet potatoes, they could still be salvaged by whipping them together with raw eggs and pumpkin pie spices to form a souffle.
 

	Undercooked cakes and cookies  If your chocolate cake did not fully bake, you could still serve the results over vanilla ice cream.  You could also combine usable pieces of cake with whipped cream and fresh fruit to form a dessert parfait.  Cookie crumbles could also make a good topping for ice cream or accent a different dessert like chocolate pie.
 

	Burnt custards or cream-based soups  Even the most seasoned chefs have been known to burn a custard or two.  It's not easy to prevent scalds when dealing with milk or cream over heat.  If you notice that the bottom layer of custard or cream has burned, stop stirring immediately.  You don't want to stir in the burnt portions.  Pour the remaining custard, pudding or cream into a new pan and keep cooking.
 

	Overspiced food  If you taste test your chili or spaghetti sauce and discover it is too spicy, try adding more of every other ingredient except the spices.  A raw potato might absorb some of the heat, but don't expect miracles.  Adding hot water might also dilute some of the spices.
 

	Thin sauces  Sometimes a sauce will become thin because of too much liquid or a breakdown in the chemistry.  Depending on what you have on hand, you could try several thickening methods.  A combination of flour and butter will often thicken up sauces if added in small batches.  Cornstarch is usually a good thickener, but it might help to mix it with water first.  A little goes a long way.  Some cooks use dried potato flakes as an emergency thickener.  If the sauce would not do well with these ingredients, you may try a reduction.  Allow the excess liquid to boil out of the sauce until it is reduced in volume.
 

	Burnt-on, caked-on food  If you've allowed a dish to completely burn through, you may think the pan or the skillet or pot is lost forever.  To clean a burnt pot or pan, scrape out as much food as you can.  Add hot water and a capful or two of fabric softener.  Allow the pan to sit undisturbed for a few hours.  The fabric softener should loosen most of the burnt food and allow you to remove it with a paint scraper or old spatula.
 

	Acidic foods  Sometimes a tomato-based sauce will become too acidic for guests.  When dealing with an acid, the neutralizing agent should be a base.  Try adding a teaspoon of baking soda at a time to the sauce to reduce acidity.  Some cooks prefer to add sugar for the same reason.  Sugar can also reduce the acidity of tomatoes used in salads.


​

​How To Care for and Feed Guinea Pigs


	Guinea pigs are strictly vegetarian, and their main source of food while in captivity is compressed pellets of alfalfa and other ingredients.  Guinea pigs tend to be brand loyal, so new owners should make every effort to use the same pellets the pet store or former owner provided.  The best pellets for guinea pigs are fortified with Vitamin C,  an essential vitamin not synthesized by the animal itself.  If the pellets are not fortified, then an additional source (drops, vitamin pills, etc.) should be provided.  A few drops of soluble vitamins in the water bottle should suffice.
 

	If changes in the basic pellet diet become necessary, it is better to start out slowly.  Continue to use the original pellets for a few days, then add a small amount of the new pellets into the mix.  Over the course of a few weeks, increase the percentage of the new pellets until the switch is complete.  Supplement the pellets with plenty of timothy grass hay, which can be stored against the side of the cage in a wire basket sold in pet stores.
 

	Guinea pigs love fresh vegetables and fruits, so keep a fresh supply on hand.  You may need to experiment with different foods to see what your particular pig enjoys most.  Some guinea pigs like parsley, while others prefer fresh baby carrots (not cooked) or slices of apple.  Avoid fruits and vegetables which spoil quickly,  like bananas.  Think dark and green when it comes to leaf lettuce.  The lighter iceberg lettuce is not very nutritious and may cause gas.
 

	Treats for guinea pigs include nuts, seeds and peanut butter.  Look for prepackaged treats formulated especially for small animals at your local pet store.  Again, there may be a trial and error period as your guinea pig tries each new treat.  Treat sticks should be taken out of the cage to avoid overeating.  Guinea pigs will continue to eat as long as food is available, even to the point of gorging themselves.
 

	Guinea pigs usually appreciate salt wheels and chew sticks.  A guinea pig's front teeth continue to grow, so he or she needs a means to keep them whittled down.  There may be enough salt in the pellets to maintain health, but the extra salt on a salt wheel won't hurt.  A guinea pig may need to have his front teeth clipped professionally, along with his toe nails.
 

	Avoid oily wood chips when selecting a bedding material.  The cheapest bedding available is usually made from standard pine trees, which can be very oily and dusty.  A better choice would be bedding made from Aspen pine, which tends to be drier, less oily and more odor absorbent.  Many owners and pet stores prefer to use paper pulp bedding instead of wood.  The material is softer on the guinea pig's body, absorbs more wetness than wood chips and lasts longer between changes.
 

	Don't be alarmed if your guinea pig starts eating his own fecal droppings.  This is a normal behavior.  Since guinea pigs are true vegetarians, their bodies cannot produce certain vitamins and enzymes essential for protein growth.  Some of their darker fecal droppings contain these nutrients, so guinea pigs will routinely ingest them.
 

	Guinea pigs are masters at hiding their true medical conditions, so observe them carefully.  Check the water and food levels to see if your pet is still eating and drinking a healthy amount of food.  A lack of droppings could indicated constipation.  Liquidy or poorly formed droppings could indicate diarrhea, which is a serious complication in guinea pigs.  Get him or her to a veterinarian quickly.  Guinea pigs are also prone to respiratory infections, so never keep their cages near drafty areas.  Sneezing or a glazed appearance around the nose and eyes may indicate a serious respiratory condition.


​

​How To Transpose Music



	Begin by examining the original key of the music you wish to transpose.  Is it written in a major, minor or modal key?  Transposition does not require a shift in the mode of the scale—it is all being transposed as a unit.  Decide what new key you wish to use in order to change the score.
 

	If the song's original key is C and you need to transpose it to D in order to accommodate guitarists, then consider the D note as your new tonic.  Everything else is based around D as your new starting and stopping point.  If you see C in the original score, then perform D with exactly the same relationship between notes.  Sometimes when you transpose on sight, it helps to develop muscle memory of the proper notes in each key.
 

	Apply all of the accidentals necessary to match major or minor.  If you transpose from C to D, plug in the required F sharp and C sharp notations on the new score's key signature.  If you're transposing on sight, keep a mental note on the changes to F sharp and C sharp while playing.
 

	If you're transposing the song for dramatic effect, you may want to insert a few transitional measures or a connecting chord.  Changing the key of a song in midstream can be very jarring to the audience if you don't take some time to introduce them to the changes.  In the case of our transposition from C to D,  a brief passage with notes like E and B mingling with the new notes F sharp and C sharp may be enough.  A keyboardist or guitarist might also play a C sharp or D flat chord as a build to the D major root of the transposition.
 

	Transposing for different instruments in an orchestra requires some knowledge of each instrument's tuning.  On a B flat clarinet, for example, the note produced with a C fingering sounds like a B flat. In order to mesh with other instruments tuned in C, the music for a clarinet must be transposed one whole step up from the original key.  Many musicians learn to transpose music by sight, since only one copy of the sheet music might be available or the singer may decide to change keys at the last minute.



​How to Select Music for a Christian Funeral Service


	Consult with family members of the deceased.  Many Christians have favorite hymns that have sustained them through difficult times in their lives.  A short interview with close family members or other church members might reveal the personal preferences of the deceased.  Those responsible for the musical portion of the service may need to get this information rather quickly, since the requested hymns may be difficult to perform or a score may have to be located.  Family members should not be expected to provide each and every piece of music for the funeral service, but using several preferred hymns in the presence of the entire family is always appropriate.
 

	Use the hymnal's topical guides.  Many congregational hymnals provide topic guides for various functions and services, including funerals.  Hymns considered appropriate for Christian funeral services are often listed together by title.  Some hymnals provide headings at the top of each page to denote the general theme of the hymn, from prevenient grace to strength under adversity.  Music for a Christian funeral should be a blend of all aspects of death, which means providing comfort for the bereaved family as much as commemorating the deceased.
 

	Seek guidance from a pastor or minister of music.  Selecting music for a funeral service may be challenging for newcomers to Christian musicianship, so it may help to ask a pastor or music director for advice and guidance.  Experienced ministers and musicians often keep a list of significant bible passages and traditional hymns for funeral services, since they may be asked to perform them at any time.  The service itself can be customized to better suit the needs of the family, but a basic outline of acceptable hymns is very useful.
 

	Remember that silence is important.  Church musicians may be asked to perform during extended calling hours or a period of time before the actual service.  There is always a temptation to fill nearly every moment with music, but it is not strictly necessary.  Visitors and family members may appreciate a few silent moments between hymns to reflect on the occasion.  Repetition of certain hymns is also appropriate, so musicians shouldn't feel obligated to select 20 or 30 pieces for the sake of variation.  Sometimes just a few soft chords played on a church organ or piano are enough to create a reverent atmosphere.
 

	Be especially careful with secular or inappropriate selections.  Some family members may suggest a secular song that had particular meaning for the deceased, such as a romantic piece or one performed by a favorite artist.  Performing these requested pieces may indeed bring closure or levity to the service, but tread lightly.  What may seem appropriate for certain friends, co-workers or family members may not be universally acceptable.  Different people handle grief in different ways, so it helps to decide if the request can be performed with dignity or not.  Once you have a list of hymns selected for the service, it may be helpful to provide a copy for the family.  This may reduce the chances of any last-minute additions or inappropriate requests.


​How To Date a Friend's Ex-Girlfriend










​How To Brine a Turkey



	Begin with a completely thawed or fresh turkey.  You'll want the liquid brine to penetrate the flesh of the bird, so there can't be any major frozen spots.  Wash the bird with cold water and look for a large pot or Igloo-style cooler suitable for storage of the turkey and brine solution.
 

	Keep the turkey refrigerated as you work on the brining solution itself.  There are literally dozens of variations on the brine recipe, so you may want to search on the Internet or consult a cookbook.  The most basic brine recipe calls for 1 cup of brown sugar,  1 cup of Kosher salt, and one gallon of cool water.  This ratio can be repeated as necessary to cover larger turkeys or to brine other poultry.
 

	Combine the brown sugar,  Kosher salt and water in a large pot and stir until all of the salt and sugar have dissolved.  More elaborate brining recipes call for herbs and citrus fruits to be heated together and added to the water, but make sure the brine solution is room temperature or lower.  You don't want to partially cook the bird.
 

	Place the thawed turkey in the large pot or clean Igloo cooler and pour the brining solution over it.  You may have to create a second batch to cover the turkey completely.  If the turkey wants to float above the brine, use heavy plates to weigh it down.  If refrigeration is a problem, you can pack ice on top of the turkey and keep the cooler lid closed all night.
 

	Allow the turkey to steep in the brining solution for 24 to 48 hours.  The turkey can be turned over several times during the process to ensure complete absorption of the brine.  An injector filled with brining solution can also be used in the thigh and breast areas to add even more flavor from within the bird.  Try not to overbrine the turkey or allow it to warm up beyond 40 degrees F.
 

	On turkey cooking day,  remove the turkey from the brining solution and allow it to drain over a sink.  Discard all of the brining solution—do not use it for other poultry or for basting.  Rinse the turkey with cool water and pat dry with clean kitchen or paper towels.  Slather the entire bird with butter, olive oil,  margarine or any other cooking oil you prefer.  Apply a generous coating of poultry spices and roast the bird in any way you want.  The brining won't replace regular basting, but it will keep the flesh of the bird flavorful and juicy.
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​How To Sing With A Microphone


	Adjust the microphone stand, not just the microphone. Many sound systems have microphones mounted on adjustable microphone stands. There are two very common types of microphone stands a karaoke or amateur singer may encounter. One is a telescoping vertical pipe with a heavy base and an adjustable clamp in the middle. You should loosen this clamp by twisting it counterclockwise while holding the top section firmly. Once the top section moves freely, raise or lower it until the microphone is just below mouth level. Tighten the central clamp by turning it clockwise, then make smaller adjustments by raising or lowering the collar around the microphone itself. You can also move the stand back and forth until it is approximately 4 to 6 inches from your mouth and angled upwards. If you hear distortion or lower volume during your performance, you can back away or move closer to the microphone as needed. Try not to move the microphone stand itself during a vocal performance, since any extraneous noise will be amplified.
The other type of microphone stand consists of two metal tubes held together at an angle by a clamp. This type of microphone stand is more often used to amplify musical instruments, but it can also be used for vocalists. To adjust this type of microphone stand, you may need to set the base slightly off-center and loosen the clamp to make both vertical and horizontal adjustments. Fine tune your microphone's distance from your mouth by angling the collar around ithe base of the microphone. Tighten all of the clamps before performing, since these types of microphone stands have a tendency to slip out of place.

	Use vocal monitors whenever possible. Microphones are great for amplifying your voice through main speakers and out to the audience. What is harder to gauge is how the music and vocals are mixed while you perform. This is why you'll want some form of vocal monitoring. Some sound engineers will set up a smaller amplifier near the vocalist and feed a mix of the music and vocal into it, while others may provide a headphone or earphone with the same audio feed. What you hear coming out of that vocal monitor should be approximately what the audience is hearing through the main speakers. If you can't hear yourself at all or you sound distorted, you are most likely out of range of the microphone. Use the vocal monitor to let you know when you are in the best place for the microphone to amplify your voice.

	Never get the microphone out of position. Feedback and explosive "pops" are very unpleasant for the audience to hear, so you should always make an effort to keep the microphone out of the danger zone. One such zone is the area directly in front of a main speaker or vocal monitor. A small electronic hum could enter the microphone and become amplified. This amplified hum loops back into the speaker and is amplified even more. The result of all this looping and amplification is called feedback, and it can get very loud very quickly. Feedback can also be caused by holding a live microphone at an extreme downward angle. If you hear feedback forming while singing, step away from any nearby speaker until the squeaking subsides. A sound engineer may turn down the volume of the main speakers or the power to the microphone until the feedback ceases.
Another problem caused by improper distance between you and your microphone is explosive pops. This can be more of a problem when recording, but it can also affect live performances. Certain consonant sounds like "P" and "T" can come across as loud pops if the microphone is held too close to the performer's mouth. One solution is to adjust the microphone so it angles up from below the singers jawline, not directly in front of his or her mouth. The explosive air does not strike the microphone at such a direct angle that way.

	If you use a hand-held microphone, keep your distance. Holding a microphone in your hand does not change the basic rules of microphone usage. You still need to maintain an acceptable distance between your mouth and the microphone, and you must still be diligent about feedback and extreme angles. If you are a power singer by nature or need to perform a very loud passage during the song, you may want to back away from the microphone to avoid distortion and oversinging. Professional-grade microphones can still keep power notes and loud vocal runs in proper balance if you pull away at the right angle. Avoid pointing the head of the microphone to the extreme left or right to avoid total loss of volume.

	To test a microphone, simply speak into it until it is properly adjusted. Do not blow into a microphone as a vocal test, because the sensitive filaments inside may become damaged. Tapping a microphone with your fingers is also a bad idea, since tapping only proves the microphone is energized, not balanced out in the mixing board. To test a microphone, simply speak into it at a normal vocal level. "Testing one, two, three" may be all the words a sound engineer needs to hear. If you plan on performing in a more powerful vocal style, you may want to sing a few lines of your song at the level you plan on using during the song. This will help the sound engineer balance out the amplification range of the microphone to avoid distortion or feedback.
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​How To Block a Theatrical Scene



	Read and reread all of the original stage directions found in the script.  As the director, you'll need to know precisely where all characters will enter the scene, where they will sit or stand during the scene, and where they will exit. The stage directions in the script may also suggest some blocking movements, such as an angry character leaping to his feet or another character running out the door.  The original script with stage notes should be enough to establish the relationship between characters and any strong moves essential to the dialogue or action.  These notes, however, won't always provide specifics on actors' positions onstage.
 

	Consult with the set designer to determine your blocking limitations.  Are you going to have to add furniture for additional characters or cheat the angles of  existing furniture?  Cheating the angles means adjusting the furniture to allow audience members to clearly see all of the actors, instead of the more natural angles one might use at home.  Blocking the scene also includes moving the furniture to keep actors in view.  You'll also want to make sure the set designer has incorporated proper exits and entrances dictated by the script.
 

	When the actors arrive for their first blocking rehearsal, you may want to allow them to explore their space on their own before dictating your own marching orders.  An actor may instinctively find a natural way to cross the stage without an awkward pause, so just let the cast read their lines and make natural crosses once or twice.  Pay attention to any major problems that arise,  such as an actor blocking out another actor or too many characters standing in no man's land.  Once you've seen enough, it's time to start blocking the scene yourself.
 

	Begin blocking by telling the first actor precisely where to enter and where to stop.  This could mean saying, "Jim, I want you to come in the door, say your line while taking off your coat and then sit down on the couch at stage right." If all goes well, the actor should figure out a way to come in the door in character, say his or her line naturally, and end up on the couch.  The second character also needs this level of specific advice.  As soon as the actors learn exactly where they need to move and when to deliver lines, it should become a matter of muscle memory.  It shouldn't be obvious that an actor is thinking, "Open door.  Take off coat.  Say line. Cross to couch."  Good blocking should be as natural as possible.
 

	One important element to consider when blocking is balance.  Not all of the characters in your scene need to cross to the same couch in the same direction.  Try to keep some actors on all sides of the stage whenever possible.  If some actors have to stand while delivering lines, have other actors sit down to provide another level of interest.  Crosses are almost always seen as strong movements, so make sure characters in the background don't have to move at the same time as the lead actor.  Having more than one actor move at a time can be confusing for the audience.
 

	As the blocking progresses, ask your cast for any technical or creative input.  Does anyone feel awkward or unnatural during an important stage movement?  Can anyone suggest another way for a character to change positions without being too obtrusive?  Should background characters be given some business, such as fixing drinks at a party or pantomiming conversations?  No one understands uncomfortable blocking better than actors, so a director should listen for some constructive feedback.
 

	Blocking a theatrical scene is an evolving process, so expect to make some minor corrections all the way through the rehearsal process.  What you'll want to avoid, however, is making too many last-minute blocking changes.  Actors may not respond well to significant changes in stage direction just before the curtain goes up.  Try to have all of your blocking completed during the rehearsal phase.
 

	If all goes well, the blocking should seem natural and invisible.  Actors should be prepared to improvise if someone should miss a movement or two, but the audience should be able to focus its attention on the main action of the scene.  Good blocking is all about traffic control, so don't be afraid to bark out a few commands to avoid collisions.
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