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Not Much New On The Kansas City Stadium Building Front | January 10, 2025 | The National Football League’s 2024-2025 regular season is done and Clark Hunt’s Kansas City Chiefs’ franchise still does not have a plan to renovate its stadium. Hunt’s Chiefs franchise has the playoffs ahead and probably there will be no word on stadium plans for a while. Hunt’s Truman Sports Complex neighbor, Major League Baseball’s Kansas City Royals owner, John Sherman, also has been relatively quiet about his stadium situation. Sherman wanted to leave the complex and head downtown by around 2028 but that is not happening unless Sherman reaches an agreement with Kansas City politicians and has a financial deal in place by tomorrow. The problem for both Hunt and Sherman began in April 2024 when Jackson County, Missouri voters said no to extending a sales tax that would have funded a Kansas City Royals’ downtown stadium and would renovate Hunt’s football venue. | There is nothing new from Kansas where local politicians have indicated that they might want the Chiefs and Royals’ businesses in their state. Kansas lawmakers are still mulling over a proposal that would see STAR bonds used to help pay 75% of the cost of building two stadiums in Kansas. Additionally, sports gambling and lottery gaming and sales tax revenue from businesses in the stadium development districts would cover bond debt. Another source of revenue to pay off the debt would come from a liquor tax. Kansas lawmakers could use a mechanism that would allow up to 100% of sales tax revenue on alcoholic liquor sales within a stadium district to pay off bonds for the structures. Hunt and Sherman should be in a good spot in 2025 as two states, Missouri with a new governor and Kansas, might be ready to throw money at them to build stadiums for their businesses. It is a place that sports owners dream about.

Has MLB Not Learned From Its History? | August 11, 2025 | On August 11th, 1994, the last games of the 1994 season took place. The Major League Baseball Players Association went on strike the next day. The issue in 1994? Same as today. Major League Baseball owners wanted to implement a salary cap on the players. Some of the other parts of the owners plan included provisions the players would not accept. Salary arbitration would have been eliminated, free agency would begin after four years rather than six, and owners would have retained the right to keep a four- or five-year player by matching his best offer. The talks between the owners and players dragged on after a June 14th, 1994 owners’ proposal. On July 28th, 1994, the Players Association executive board set August 12th, 1994, as a strike date. | The deadline came and the players walked. There were few words exchanged between the sides until August 31st when a federal mediator entered the negotiations. That failed. On September 8th, the Players Association came up with a proposal but that was rejected by the owners. It was crunch time for both sides. The 1994 playoffs could be played if an agreement was reached almost immediately. On September 14th, the Acting Major League Baseball Commissioner and the Milwaukee Brewers franchise owner Bud Selig announced that there would be no playoffs. For the first time since 1904 there would be no World Series. The talks would continue and there would be an Oval Office bargaining session with President Bill Clinton presiding over a bargaining session. Congress wanted to get involved. The 1995 spring training season opened with replacement players. The strike ended on April 2nd, 1995 after Judge Sonia Sotomayor of the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York issued a preliminary injunction against the owners on March 31st, 1995. In 2025, the two sides are at it again.

UCLA Is Playing The Stadium Game | November 13, 2025 | The stadium game is now being played in the college sports industry in Los Angeles. University of California Los Angeles or UCLA officials want to leave the Rose Bowl in Pasadena and move the college football team to the Inglewood stadium that houses the National Football League’s Los Angeles Chargers and Los Angeles Rams franchises. There is a problem for UCLA officials. The college football team has a lease to use the Pasadena stadium through 2044. The deal allows the team to play at the Rose Bowl rent free but the tradeoff is significant. UCLA officials lack the kind of revenue streams in the Rose Bowl that are needed today in the quasi-world of college professional sports. School officials don’t get money from luxury boxes or stadium sponsorships. The lease has more than 18 years to go and Pasadena elected officials are trying to stop the relocation. The city has gone to court to block a move to Inglewood or to the Los Angeles Coliseum. | “The City of Pasadena took the unfortunate but necessary step of filing a lawsuit in Los Angeles Superior Court to enforce a lease agreement between the Rose Bowl Stadium and UCLA. That lease agreement is unambiguous, explicitly stating there is no option for UCLA to terminate the lease prior to its expiration in 2044. Notwithstanding the clear language of the lease, a representative from UCLA has notified the City and the Rose Bowl of UCLA’s intent to take steps that will breach the agreement.” UCLA football has been played at the Rose Bowl since 1982. The city of Pasadena wants the school to stay. In the court action, the Pasadena lawyers also argued that the city would suffer "immediate and irreparable harm" if UCLA’s football team leaves. The stadium game is now being played out in college sports.

Denver Elected Officials Okay Funding For A Women's Soccer Stadium | December 28, 2025 | The Denver city council is on board with spending $50 million to help the ownership of the National Women’s Soccer League’s expansion Denver Summit FC franchise to build a stadium. The franchise’s majority owner, Rob Cohen, can now go head and build a 14,500-seat stadium and surrounding entertainment district in an area called the Santa Fe Yards. Cohen said his ownership group will commit $300 million to the project which includes the stadium, which he estimates will cost between $150 to $200 million alone. The 14-acre site is about five miles south of downtown Denver and will include a 3.5-acre park along with mixed-used development. The city plans is to spend $50 million for the land and infrastructure improvements in the surrounding area and $20 million for parks, trails and a bridge nearby. The council initially delayed approval and Cohen threatened to look outside of Denver for a home. But all is well now. | In January, the National Women’s Soccer League awarded its 16th franchise to the Denver market. It has been a long road for professional women’s soccer leagues in the United States. The thought in 1999, after the United States Women’s National Team won the 1999 FIFA Women’s World Cup, that it was time to launch a league. It appeared women’s soccer found the right combination of financial support with the establishment of the Women’s United Soccer Association in 2001. The WUSA had the 1999 players and solid backing from the cable TV industry, including ESPN, Turner Sports, and the PAX Net. The WUSA could not attract an audience to fill the stands or watch games on TV. It folded in 2003. Women’s Professional Soccer started in 2009 and folded in 2012. The NWSL started play in 2013 and has struggled during its existence. The Denver team will start play in 2026.
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About the author: Evan Weiner is an award-winning journalist and recognized global expert of the "Politics of Sports Business". He has a daily video podcast called The Politics of Sports Business. In the United States, he has been a radio commentator, TV pundit on MSNBC, and ABC.  He is also an author of 17 books and is a frequent college speaker. He has been a regular on BBC radio as well as Talk Sport London and has been interviewed by Der Speigel in Germany and quoted in Bolivian and Australian newspapers. From 1988 until 1992, Evan was a member of the Minnesota North Stars radio broadcast team.  In 2007, Evan was selected by the United States Department of State to speak at Texas A & M -George Bush Presidential Library to explain how the American government partners with sports addressing 16 hand selected foreign nationals. He won the 2010 Ronald Reagan Media Award from the United States Sports Academy. In 2015, Evan was featured on the documentary, “The Sons of Ben" about the economic fall of Chester, Pennsylvania and how the city thought a soccer team would be a key to economic revival.

As a reporter, Evan has had three major “scoops”. On March 25th, 1978, Evan interviewed former New York City Mayor John Lindsay who told the then 21-year-old reporter he was running for the New York Senate seat held by Jacob Javits. That led him to do some news reporting on WNEW Radio in New York City.  On November 16th, 1982, Evan was the first to report the National Football League owners and players ended their 57-day strike. In March 2000, Evan reported that Alex Spanos, the owner of the National Football League’s San Diego Chargers was unhappy with his stadium lease and that would start the Spanos family quest for a new stadium. In February, 1990, Evan laid out the timeline Major League Baseball owners planned for a 1990 lockout of the players and confronted Milwaukee Brewers owner Bud Selig and asked him about the timeline. Selig dismissed it but the timeline held and the MLB season started after a lockout around the date that Evan suggested the season would start in his question to Selig.
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This is another book of a series that takes a day to day look at the “Politics of Sports Business” in 2025, 365 commentaries and all of them are derived from one central thought. How sports operates with three absolute needs to be successful. Government backing. Money from television. Corporate support. It really does not matter if a sport is headquartered in the United States or in China. The 366 essays reflect that thinking.  Evan Weiner, January 2026.

January 2025:  The planned arena for the National Basketball Association’s Philadelphia 76ers was dropped by 76ers owners who opted to join forced with Comcast, the National Hockey League’s Philadelphia Flyers owners, to build a South Philadelphia arena. The city of Cleveland and the National Football League’s Cleveland Browns franchise owners were sparring about the future of the Browns’ business. The NBA is eyeing Europe to start a league.

New Year's Day Is All About Making Money In The College Football Industry

January 1, 2025

January 1st used to be the end of the college football season. There would be a champion crowned after the completion of the traditional bowl games. But money has changed everything and January 1st features playoff games. This year’s Rose Bowl in Pasadena, California is a quarter-final College Football Playoff Game featuring Ohio State against Oregon. There are two other quarter final games, Arizona versus Texas in Atlanta and the other in New Orleans with Notre Dame playing Georgia. This is big business for the college football industry. But there are more games to come, the semi-finals and then the final which takes place on January 20th, a date that is already into the second semester of the school year. Will the so-called “student-athletes” playing be excused from classes?

The term "student-athlete" has been used to deny players benefits such as salaries and long-term health care from injuries suffered on the field whether in practice or in a game. Courts have routinely upheld the college side in lawsuits filed by severely injured players or survivors of players killed on the field. Schools do not have to pay workman's compensation or long-term health care costs because the athlete is a student not an employee of the school. The athletic scholarship is very one sided, in favor of the schools although there is some justification that the schools are offering scholarships to players and that players ought to be grateful for that.  Teams playing in the bowl games pay no taxes on bowl payouts thanks to an antitrust exemption. Some players are paid through a third party which has been a problem with NCAA leaders. The governing body of college sports is pleading with federal lawmakers to do something to level the playing field so that a player cannot accept a big money golden handshake to attend a school of that booster's choice.

Austin Group Wants An MLB Expansion Team

January 2, 2025

At the end of September, the Austin Baseball Commission held a launch party in effort to bring Major League Baseball to Austin, Texas. MLB officials probably ignored the little party in Austin, after all there are two franchises in Texas and MLB officials probably are more inclined to put a team in the east and put a team in the west, if MLB expands. There is a group called the Austin Baseball Commission that has given reasons why Austin deserves an MLB team but there is no potential owner who has emerged nor is there a stadium plan. But the Austin group is forging ahead with the hope that by 2029, when MLB might consider expansion, that everything will be in place to make a bid for a team.

The group is of the belief that Austin has the economic wherewithal to support an MLB franchise claiming Austin’s robust economy, fueled by technology, education, and a thriving cultural scene, provides a strong financial foundation for sustaining an MLB franchise. The city's economic resilience and high per capita income make it an attractive market for sports investment. The group also is touting a vibrant cultural scene. Known as the "Live Music Capital of the World," Austin's cultural vibrancy adds to its appeal. The city's dynamic entertainment and arts scene can synergize with an MLB team, offering a comprehensive entertainment experience for fans. There is no MLB competition nearby. Austin's geographic location provides a distinct market area. The city's distance from Houston and Dallas allows for a new team to establish its own identity and fan base without significant market overlap. As far as a stadium, Austin has plenty of space to build a ballpark but that is not enough. MLB needs to see money.

Everett Politicians Capitulate And Plan To Build A Minor League Baseball Stadium

January 3, 2025

In Major League Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred’s world, he has one less stadium problem in 2025. Everett, Washington plans to build a new stadium that will be designed for the Minor League Baseball Northwest League’s Everett AquaSox franchise and for a United Soccer League team should soccer’s tier two level circuit decide to put a team in a facility about 30 miles north of Seattle. MLB’s Seattle Mariners franchise has a working agreement with AquaSox ownership to supply minor league players to the team. The only fly-in-the-ointment for Everett politicians is how to pay for the estimated $100 million price tag for the stadium-entertainment district that would house the baseball team and a potential soccer franchise. The stadium would open in 2027.

Major League Baseball, which gutted Minor League Baseball about five years ago by eliminating 42 teams, told minor league city officials that they better get their ballparks up to MLB owners’ standards or the team will disappear and be relocated. Everett was one of the cities that was on the list of needs improvements or else. The present Everett ballpark is in need of major renovations, including larger clubhouses, new locker rooms, lighting improvements, facilities for female staff and new training facilities. The AquaSox ownership missed an MLB imposed June 1st, 2024 deadline to have a stadium plan in place. The Everett ownership group was forced to pay a six-figure fee for missing that deadline. Everett elected officials could have done nothing to improve the city’s present stadium or renovate it or build a new stadium entirely. The new stadium will end up in another part of Everett and that may cause a problem because 17 businesses located on the parcel of land earmarked for the entertainment district could be impacted. It appears Everett elected officials have saved minor league baseball in its town.

Sankey Is Not Living In The Real World

January 4, 2025

The 2025 Avery Brundage Award for the most insensitive sports statement should be given to the commissioner of college sports’ Southeastern Conference Greg Sankey. Hours after the New Orleans terrorist attack, Sankey went to the College Football Playoff committee wanting to know if the dates for the Orange Bowl in Miami and the Cotton Bowl in Arlington, Texas, where the semi-final round of the playoffs will be played could be flipped to give the Sugar Bowl winner an extra day of preparation. The Sugar Bowl was played on January 2nd instead of January 1st as federal and local law enforcement personnel were reviewing what happened in New Orleans in the early morning hours of January 1st. Sankey seems to forget lives were lost and thought that the winner of the Sugar Bowl, Notre Dame, should play on January 10th instead of January 9th. 

“There was an unforeseen, unexpected, incredible, horrible tragedy that has altered the game schedule,” Sankey said. “Sometimes, just like within a game, you have to adapt, you have to adjust, and right now as the schedule is set, these teams will have to adjust their preparation based on the schedule that lies ahead.” Sankey needs to tell that to the victim’s families, adapt and adjust, that simple. After all, it's the college football playoff and you want the optimum conditions for a game. The right amount of rest. The worst thing in the world of football is a distraction like a terrorist attack. CFP executive director Rich Clark said no. “The concession we made with the athletic directors was to start the Sugar Bowl earlier, an 18-hour or so delay. We slipped the game 18 hours to ensure we could provide safety and security for teams, coaches, staffs, fans and others involved." The CFP people don’t really care about anything but money. The games must go on!

Brook Park Has Taken The Next Step To Build A Cleveland Browns' Stadium

January 5, 2025

The next phase in the National Football League’s Cleveland Browns ownership’s quest to build a stadium in Brook Park, Ohio has begun. The Brook Park City Council has hired a law firm, Bricker Graydon of Cleveland, as its representative in the stadium-village negotiations with Browns’ owners Jimmy and Dee Haslam. Bricker Graydon was involved in the negotiations with the city of Columbus, Ohio and the Major League Soccer’s Columbus Crew franchise’s ownership when the two sides worked out a deal to build a soccer stadium in the Ohio city. The Columbus Crew’s ownership group included Jimmy and Dee Haslam when the Columbus stadium deal was reached.

It is unclear how the Browns’ stadium project would be funded if it is built. Ohio Governor Mike DeWine said in mid-December 2024, that “I’m in a fact gathering process at this point.” DeWine was reading the tea leaves in trying to figure out what was going on in Cleveland where some city and county leaders have slammed the door on giving Jimmy Haslam money for his Brook Park plan. Brook Park is 14 miles from Cleveland. As of now, the Haslams’ Brook Park stadium-village plan is estimated to cost $2.4 billion and the Haslams’ want half of the cost, $1.2 billion, to be picked up by Ohio taxpayers. That $2.4 billion figure is sure to rise. Brook Park, which has a population of around 19,000 people, is in no position to offer the Haslams hundreds of millions of dollars for the venue. The Haslams’ lease to use Cleveland’s present football venue ends at the end of the 2028 season. Cleveland’s Mayor Justin Bibb was willing to spend more than a half billion dollars in public funding to renovate the present city facility but the Haslams want to go to Brook Park where they think more revenue would be available. The stadium game in Cleveland continues.

MLB Commissioner Has Five Stadium Situations To Resolve

January 6, 2025

The holidays are over and it is the first business week of 2025 and Major League Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred is facing the same problems at the beginning of 2025 that he faced throughout 2024. The financial situations in terms of funding new stadiums in Las Vegas and in St. Petersburg did not change over the holidays. There are no concrete money plans from either Athletics’ owner John Fisher or the Tampa Bay Rays’ ownership to finance those owners’ portion of the stadium budgets in Las Vegas or St. Petersburg. But those are only two of Manfred’s stadium concerns as there are situations in Chicago, Kansas City and Phoenix that need to be resolved. One item off the table for Manfred is a stadium issue in Milwaukee that has been resolved.

But there seems to be very little movement in Kansas City in terms of replacing the Royals stadium. In April 2024, Jackson County, Missouri voters said no to extending a sales tax with that money going into building a new baseball park and renovating the next store National Football League Kansas City Chiefs franchise’s stadium. The Royals’ owner John Sherman has been looking for a site in downtown Kansas City or in the Kansas City market either in Missouri or Kansas and has come up empty so far. In Chicago, White Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf wants about a billion dollars in Illinois subsidies to build a stadium in the city. The answer he received from politicians was a resounding no. Reinsdorf met with Nashville officials about that city’s plan to build a baseball park but Nashville is tapped out in the subsidy game right now. In Phoenix, the Arizona Diamondbacks ownership is looking for public money to either build a new stadium or renovate the Phoenix ballpark. Manfred has five stadium situations to solve.

Are College Sports Programs Really Worth Billions Of Dollars?

January 7, 2025

One of the silliest things that takes place in editorial departments of sports business newsrooms is the valuation of professional sports franchises. A franchise is only worth what someone is willing to pay for it if the business is on the market. But the inane reporting has now extended into figuring out how much college sports programs, particularly football programs, are worth. However, there are private equity groups who could invest in college sports despite the fact that most of the colleges and universities are owned by states. Two out of every three college football programs lose money.

CNBC, which is being spun off by Comcast into a new company, put out a list of valuations. Ohio State came in at number one on the list at $1.32 billion followed by Texas at $1.28 billion, Texas A&M is at number 3 at $1.26 billion, Michigan at 4 and is allegedly around worth $1.06 billion and Alabama comes in at $978 million. The rest of the top 10 is rounded out with a private school, Notre Dame at $969 million, Georgia at $950 million, Nebraska at $943 million, Tennessee at $940 million and Oklahoma at $928 million. Most of the alleged worth comes from cable TV money and how long that source of revenue will remain at a high level is subject to debate. Cable consumers have been cutting the cord which means cable TV networks are not as lucrative as they once were. The college sports industry has not yet faced the problems that some franchises in Major League Baseball, the National Basketball Association and the National Hockey League are facing with the bankruptcy of Diamond Sports Group and the loss of millions upon millions of dollars in cable TV revenues. College football and to some extent college basketball are driving the college sports industry for now with TV money.

The Fight Between Cleveland And Browns Owners Could Become Nasty

January 8, 2025

The mayor of Cleveland Justin Bibb has sent a letter to the owners of the National Football League’s Cleveland Browns franchise, Dee and Jimmy Haslam, informing them that the city will invoke the “Modell Law” in an effort to prevent them from leaving the city-owned stadium. The Haslams’ lease with Cleveland ends after the 2028 NFL season. Bibb wants an answer by January 9th about the Haslams’ future intentions although the Haslams’ have made it quite clear that their vision is to build a stadium-village in Brook Park, which is located about 14 miles from Cleveland. The Modell Law dates back to 1996 after then Cleveland Browns franchise owner Art Modell took his business to Baltimore once he could not get funding to build a Cleveland football facility. Cleveland built a baseball stadium and an arena. Modell missed out on public funding, packed his bags and left after the 1995 NFL season.

The Modell Law states that no owner of a professional sports team in Ohio playing in a tax-supported stadium can go elsewhere without an agreement with the city in which it plays or unless that city is given six months’ advance notice with an opportunity to buy the team. It is unclear however if the law is constitutional and the Haslams did file a federal lawsuit in hopes of getting “clarity” on the law and are waiting on a decision. The Haslams seemingly have dismissed Bibb’s threat “the statute and the city’s actions create uncertainty and do not serve the interest of Greater Cleveland.” The Haslams have purchased a 176-acre parcel in Brook Park where they intend to build the stadium village. The Haslams have said the project which will include a stadium, retail and residential space will cost around $2.4 billion to complete. They want half of that money from Ohio taxpayers.

Carter's Olympics Boycott Failure

January 9, 2025

January 9th is a national day of mourning for former President Jimmy Carter who passed away on December 29th, 2024, at the age of 100. Jimmy Carter decided to ban Americans athletes who wanted to participate in the 1980 Moscow Summer Olympics not long after the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan on Christmas Eve, 1979. On January 20th, 1980, Carter demanded that the International Olympic Committee move the event out of Moscow or cancel the Games entirely. “The Carter Doctrine” said that the Soviets’ attempt to gain control of Afghanistan, and possibly the region, was regarded as a threat to U.S. interests. Jimmy Carter was prepared to meet the threat with “military force.” He then gave the Soviets a deadline of February 20th, 1980, to get out of Afghanistan or else. The Soviets ignored Carter. On March 21st, Carter announced that the U.S. would boycott the Olympic Games scheduled to take place in Moscow that summer. The problem with Carter’s wishes was simple. The American president cannot stop the United States Olympic Committee from competing in the Olympics. But Carter and his administration applied pressure on the USOC and the group capitulated.

The United States team which consisted of more than 160 athletes, coaches and support staff could not compete in the Moscow Games. To further emphasize that he was meaning business and that American athletes could not compete Carter threatened to revoke the passport of an athlete who disobeyed his order. Carter did get other countries, about 60 or so, including Canada, West Germany and Japan, to follow his lead but was unable to persuade Britain, France, Greece, Sweden and Australia to go along with his policy. It was the largest boycott in Olympics history. Carter’s initiative was a failure. The Games went on. The Soviets left Afghanistan in 1988.
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Not Much New On The Kansas City Stadium Building Front

January 10, 2025

The National Football League’s 2024-2025 regular season is done and Clark Hunt’s Kansas City Chiefs’ franchise still does not have a plan to renovate its stadium. Hunt’s Chiefs franchise has the playoffs ahead and probably there will be no word on stadium plans for a while. Hunt’s Truman Sports Complex neighbor, Major League Baseball’s Kansas City Royals owner, John Sherman, also has been relatively quiet about his stadium situation. Sherman wanted to leave the complex and head downtown by around 2028 but that is not happening unless Sherman reaches an agreement with Kansas City politicians and has a financial deal in place by tomorrow. The problem for both Hunt and Sherman began in April 2024 when Jackson County, Missouri voters said no to extending a sales tax that would have funded a Kansas City Royals’ downtown stadium and would renovate Hunt’s football venue.

There is nothing new from Kansas where local politicians have indicated that they might want the Chiefs and Royals’ businesses in their state. Kansas lawmakers are still mulling over a proposal that would see STAR bonds used to help pay 75% of the cost of building two stadiums in Kansas. Additionally, sports gambling and lottery gaming and sales tax revenue from businesses in the stadium development districts would cover bond debt. Another source of revenue to pay off the debt would come from a liquor tax. Kansas lawmakers could use a mechanism that would allow up to 100% of sales tax revenue on alcoholic liquor sales within a stadium district to pay off bonds for the structures. Hunt and Sherman should be in a good spot in 2025 as two states, Missouri with a new governor and Kansas, might be ready to throw money at them to build stadiums for their businesses. It is a place that sports owners dream about.
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Back To The District For The Commanders Franchise?

January 11, 2025

The 2024 season for the National Football League’s Washington Commanders franchise was a success but the biggest victory of the year for owner Joel Harris may have come from inside a building close to the franchise’s former home in the District. Congress has cleared the way for Washington, D. C. elected officials to take over the land where D. C. or RFK stadium has stood since 1961. It was a federal piece of property but it appears that Washington, D. C. officials will be able to get the land and offer it to Harris so he can build a stadium on the parcel. But nothing in the stadium game goes that easily. Harris has a chance to get a bidding war going between the Commonwealth of Virginia, the state of Maryland and the District to see what those government entities are willing to offer him in exchange for putting his business within their boundaries.

Harris’s present stadium is located in Landover, Maryland. From all indications, the 27-year-old venue is outdated and needs to be replaced. Harris’ franchise played in Washington from 1937 through 1996 at baseball’s Griffith Stadium and then D. C. or RFK Stadium from 1961 through 1996. The business’s headquarters is in Virginia. Former Commanders owner Daniel Snyder thought he was closing in on a deal to build a stadium-village in Virginia. That failed. Harris would be foolish not to listen to offers from not only the District but Maryland and Virginia as well. The Maryland Governor Wes Moore has assurances from Harris that if he decides the District is the right place for his business that Harris would knock down the Landover venue and build something significant of value on the property. The stadium game has started for Harris and his Commanders business. The winner will be the one willing to throw the most money at him.

Portland Elected Officials Will Support A Local Group's Bid For An MLB Team

January 12, 2025

There has been a site picked out in Portland, Oregon for a Major League Baseball team to play and city elected officials are all for it. That’s the good news. The bad news for people in Portland who want to see a Major League Baseball game is that there will not be any Major League Baseball games played in Portland for years because Major League Baseball is not adding any franchises in the immediate future. The Portland City Council agreed to formally support the Portland Diamond Project’s plans to bring a Major League Baseball team to the city and to build a new stadium along the city’s south waterfront. Mayor Ted Wheeler brought the agenda item to the council with the intention of sending a signal to Major League Baseball and to the rest of the country that the City of Portland is “very serious” about landing an MLB team. But the city council offered no money for the project.

MLB still has stadium issues to resolve in Las Vegas as John Fisher, the owner of a team that is now just called the Athletics, still has not completed his plan to pay the cost of constructing a Las Vegas stadium although Fisher said he will put up one billion dollars for the stadium. There are other stadium issues that need to be resolved in Chicago, in Kansas City and in Phoenix and possibly in St. Petersburg after Hurricane Milton. If MLB adheres to the we won’t expand until we resolve stadium issues then there is the possibility that MLB won’t expand until all of the stadium problems are solved. The Portland Diamond Project has signed a letter of intent to buy Zidell Yards in the south waterfront area. Portland Diamond Project wants to develop the 33-acre former shipyard into a stadium-village.

The Irony Of The NFL's Playoff Game Move

January 13, 2025

The National Football League’s home office did the correct thing by moving its Minnesota Vikings-Los Angeles Rams playoff game to Glendale, Arizona in a facility whose name on the building was purchased by an insurance company that cut thousands of homeowners' fire insurance in the Los Angeles area. NFL media partners probably are not going to point that out during the game’s broadcast. Sports owners using publicly financed facilities usually keep all of the naming rights money. Local governments give the cash away as part of a lease agreement. Corporate names have been on stadiums since 1927 when MLB Chicago Cubs owner William Wrigley, who sold Wrigley chewing gum, renamed his park Wrigley Field. Crosley Field in Cincinnati and Briggs Stadium in Detroit also had corporate names. The Baseball Commissioner Ford Frick would not approve the name change of St. Louis's Sportsmen's Park to Budweiser Stadium after Gussie Busch bought the Cardinals franchise in 1953. Busch purchased the business and was planning on using the team as a promotional vehicle to sell beer. The St. Louis brewery got around Frick and National League owners by putting out Busch beer. The stadium was named after the team owner. There was nothing Frick could do to stop that. 

By the 1970s, corporate sponsorships of sports started to take hold. The women’s tennis tour was sponsored by a cigarette, Virginia Slims, there was the Marlboro Cup horse race, the John Hancock Sun Bowl, the Nabisco Masters Tennis Tournament, Arco Arena in Sacramento, the Carrier Dome in Syracuse. In 1988, Los Angeles Lakers owner Jerry Buss sold the naming rights of the Forum in Inglewood to Great Western Bank. That move was the start of something new. Selling naming rights and owners followed. It has never been proven that buying naming rights to a stadium or an arena is a worthwhile investment however.

76ers Ownership Drop Philadelphia Center City Arena Proposal Teams With Flyers Owners For New Venue

January 14, 2025

That was quick. Less than a month after Philadelphia elected officials said yes to the National Basketball Association’s Philadelphia 76ers ownership request to build an arena in center city by Chinatown, the 76ers ownership has dropped the arena-village plan and will partner with Comcast, the owner of the National Hockey League’s Flyers franchise, to build an arena in South Philadelphia near the 76ers present venue. Comcast owns the building and rents out the facility to the 76ers ownership in an arrangement that ends in 2031. But Comcast and 76ers ownership will be partners in the proposed arena. Comcast, which sold the 76ers franchise to the Harris-Blitzer group, is buying a share of the 76ers business. 

The Harris-Blitzer group wanted to leave South Philadelphia and develop some property in center city. The 76ers franchise ownership wanted its own Philadelphia arena because there would be revenue opportunities that do not exist by being a tenant in a building and the 76ers ownership wanted to have that venue opened in 2031. Philadelphia elected officials were not the only municipal leaders that wanted the franchise. The state of New Jersey entered the arena game by offering the 76ers’ franchise owners around $400 million in tax credits and millions more in government-issued bonds to build an arena-village in Camden. Camden is just over the Ben Franklin Bridge from Philadelphia about a four-mile trip.  That was not New Jersey’s first attempt at getting the 76ers business.  In December 1993, then owner Harold Katz was ready to move his team to Camden but nothing ever materialized. The Harris-Blitzer group’s plan faced an awful lot of community opposition with Chinatown residents protesting against the possible gentrification of the neighborhood along with the possible loss of local businesses. The Harris-Blitzer group and Comcast want a Women’s National Basketball Association franchise in the new Philadelphia building.

MLK And Sports

January 15, 2025

On January 15th, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. would have celebrated his 96th birthday. King injected himself into the civil rights movement in 1955 but was never involved in sports. At that time, not every Major League Baseball team had Negro players.  There was an unofficial quota of four Negro players on each National Football League team. No Negro could be a quarterback, a center or a middle linebacker because it was thought, Negroes lacked intelligence. George Preston Marshall would not hire Negro players for his NFL Washington team until 1962. When King got involved with the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott, Negro football players could not enroll at a good number of colleges in the south. In 1947, the Cotton Bowl in Dallas wanted Penn State to play SMU in the January 1st, 1948 game but they did not want Wally Triplett to play. Penn State players said we are Penn State. Triplett played. The NFL ended an informal color barrier in 1946 as Los Angeles Coliseum officials told Cleveland Rams owner Daniel Reeves, he could move his team and sign a stadium lease there if he hired Negro players.

The Harlem Globetrotters basketball team was bigger than the National Basketball Association but in the 1950s while the team could entertain on the court in southern cities, the players could not stay at certain hotels or eat at certain restaurants. American Football League players boycotted the league’s planned 1965 New Orleans All Star game because of Jim Crow. The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. did have a close relationship with Jackie Robinson who broke baseball’s color barrier in 1946 playing minor league baseball in Montréal. King said, “Jackie Robinson made my success possible. Without him, I would never have been able to do what I did.” King was assassinated in Memphis on April 4th, 1968.

Lake Placid Might Host 2026 Winter Olympics Events

January 16, 2025

Lake Placid, New York could be back hosting events during the Winter Olympics. There seems to be a problem with the bobsleigh, luge and skeleton venue for the planned 2026 Milan-Cortina, Italy Winter Games and Lake Placid is warming up in the bullpen in the event Cortina backers need a reliever. Financing problems delayed the venue construction. The 2026 Milan-Cortina Olympics organizers think the venue will be ready for the February 6th, 2026 opening ceremonies but if there is a need for an alternate venue, there is Lake Placid which is about 3,700 miles west of Cortina. New York State recently spent $200 million in an attempt to make Lake Placid a winter sports destination.

The Cortina organizers put out a statement. "Lake Placid is our official plan B. But only in the event that we can't go to Cortina, a situation that has been ruled out by the reassuring information that continues to come in on the progress of the work." Lake Placid was chosen as a super-sub ahead of St. Moritz, Switzerland and Innsbruck, Austria. Lake Placid hosted two Winter Olympics in 1932 and in 1980. The 1932 Winter Olympics was a money loser for Lake Placid. The legacy of Lake Placid rests solely on the 1980 American hockey team’s win over the Soviet Union and advancing to play in the Gold Medal contest. The Americans defeated Finland for the gold medal. The first ever chant of USA USA took place during the 1980 Lake Placid games. But the town could not afford the 1980 money losing event and something happened to the Lake Placid Olympic Village along the way. It was converted into a different use and most people really don’t want to visit the still standing structure. The Olympic Village is now a federal prison.

San Antonio Sports Arena Referendum Put On Hold

January 17, 2025

The rush to build an arena for the National Basketball Association’s San Antonio Spurs’ ownership has hit a bump in the road. Bexar County Judge Peter Sakai said he cannot ask local voters to approve a spending package for the proposal because no one knows just how much the construction is going to cost. Spurs’ ownership wanted to get the proposal before the voters on May 3rd but Sakai said. “There are many questions about the Spurs' proposal for a venue tax election and not enough answers at this time. We are also missing out on the input of the public.”

The Project Marvel plan includes the construction of a San Antonio Spurs’ arena along with renovations to the 31-year-old Alamodome. The plan also calls for the adding 150,000 square feet to the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center as well as building a 20,000-square-foot University of Texas at San Antonio School of Hospitality. Additionally, if all goes according to the plan, the empty John H. Wood Federal Courthouse would be turned into a 5,000-seat concert venue. A convention center hotel would be part of Project Marvel. The price tag of Project Marvel is estimated to be around $4 billion. In the late 1990s, Spurs’ management pushed for a new arena and local voters said yes to building a new venue that opened in 2002. San Antonio officials want to keep the Spurs ownership group happy and have been talking to the ownership about building a new arena. San Antonio officials are also worried that Spurs’ ownership may fall in love with nearby Austin and move operations to the Texas capital. Spurs’ games have been played in Austin because the ownership group wants to expand its fan base. San Antonio is a small market. The arena game is underway in San Antonio.

Bears Ownership Still Wants A Lakefront Chicago Venue

January 18, 2025  

The National Football League’s Chicago Bears ownership through its president Kevin Warren, has made it quite clear that 2025 is the year that there better be a shovel in the ground soon so that construction of a Chicago football stadium-village can begin. “The status is downtown still remains the focus, the Museum Campus,” Warren said. “I feel like we’ve made a massive amount of momentum. I’ve been here 20 months, and we’ve made great progress.” Warren can talk all he wants but there doesn’t seem much of an appetite from Illinois politicians to spend taxpayers’ money for the project now and that is not much different than what happened in 2024.

The Bears stadium-village plan was first revealed in 2023. The Bears’ ownership bought the Arlington Park racetrack property in the Chicago suburb in Arlington Heights in February 2023 for $197 million. Bears’ ownership was set to build a stadium-village in town but then the property tax bill came. Bears’ ownership was alarmed with the tab and decided Chicago was a better option. In April 2024, Bears’ ownership unveiled a plan to build a domed lakefront stadium and surround the structure with a residential and retail zone. The McCaskey family, the owners of the football business, claimed they were willing to throw in about $2 billion to help finance the venture but they also said they needed public support. The McCaskeys claimed they would put up $2.025 billion and would get a $300 million loan from the NFL. The McCaskeys wanted at least $900 million in bonds from the Illinois Sports Facilities Authority. That funding would include extending bonds of the existing 2% hotel tax. That means people using hotels and motels would be paying for a football stadium that more than likely the hotel and motel users would never step foot in. The Bears ownership’s stadium-village saga continues.

The College Football Season Is Almost Over But The Business Lingers On

January 19, 2025

The college football season is finally coming to an end with Ohio State taking on Notre Dame in Atlanta. In 2025, college football is a profession. College quarterbacks are making millions of dollars through their names, images and likenesses and recently Carson Beck, who was the quarterback for the University of Georgia for the past two years, transferred to the University of Miami and will make millions of dollars to play one year for Miami. Beck probably makes more money than some National Football League quarterbacks. College football is a big business. The athletes should be paid as they are the stars of the show, no players, no games. Players are paid through a third party which has been a problem with NCAA leaders and will continue to be a problem in 2025. Technically the players are students but how many of them really attend classes? They make money for schools.

The term "student-athlete" was used to deny players benefits such as salaries and long-term health care from injuries suffered on the field whether in practice or in a game. Courts routinely upheld the college side of things in lawsuits filed by severely injured players or survivors of players killed on the field. Schools do not have to pay workman's compensation or long-term health care costs because the athlete is a student not an employee of the school. The athletic scholarship is very one sided, in favor of the schools although there is some justification that the schools are offering scholarships to players and that players ought to be grateful for that. But that has changed as schools need to come up with money for elite players. Meanwhile the teams playing in bowl games pay no taxes on bowl payouts thanks to an antitrust exemption. The business of college football continues.

Washington's Brave New Sports World

January 20, 2025

When Donald Trump re-enters the Oval Office, there will be an awful lot of people in the global sports world wondering what is going to happen next. President-elect Trump has antagonized America’s two 2026 FIFA Men’s World Cup partners, Canada and Mexico although the Trump talk may be nothing more than bluster. Then there is the 2028 Los Angeles Summer Olympics. In Switzerland, International Olympic Committee personnel are already fretting about the viability of the Los Angeles Games after the devastating Los Angeles area wildfires. Of course, the IOC is more interested in protecting the five rings than what is actually happening on the ground. Money that might have been earmarked for the Los Angeles sports gala might be re-directed into rescue and recovery and that could have an impact on the Los Angeles event. It would not be surprising to learn that the IOC is quickly developing a Plan B even though the LA event is three and a half years away.

Trump might be able to jawbone Republicans on Capitol Hill to come up with some sort of federal regulation that would create a uniform college sports names, images and likeness package that could theoretically put a salary cap on college athletes playing football and basketball, the revenue generating college sports. In the previous Trump administration, Trump gave Major League Baseball owners a big victory over the minor league players in 2018 when the Save America’s Pastime Act amended the 1938 Fair Labor Standards Act to exempt baseball players from the law’s minimum wage and overtime requirements. MLB pays minor league players’ salaries, something that clearly annoys them. Trump also went along with the three country, the US, Canada and Mexico, bid for the 2026 FIFA Men’s World Cup. Power is shifting in Washington and the sports world is watching and waiting.

Sportswriters Should Not Vote On Baseball Hall Of Fame Candidates

January 21, 2025

It is Baseball Hall of Fame election results day and for those who care about journalism, it is a bleak day. The fact that baseball writers in 2025 are voting on what can be considered an honor and possible income enhancer for subjects they cover is a conflict of interest and is a black eye to the journalism profession. It never should have happened in the first place but back in the 1930s, the people behind the establishment of the Hall of Fame and baseball museum concept decided that baseball writers, since in theory saw every player at some point, would be the best judges of who was the cream of the crop. It also served another purpose which sports organizers knew from the first day newspapers began covering sports events. They would get free publicity and it would continue as long as they allowed newspaper employees who covered baseball to vote. There are a few nuances in the voting. The voters would have to be members of the Baseball Writers Association of America and had 10 years on the beat. The Hall of Fame directors didn't want radio announcers to judge because those announcers worked for a team or an advertiser and might vote for their team’s player. The Hall of Fame lives as if it is the 1930s when newspapers were king. In 2025, newspapers are dying.

Newspapers allowed their employees to vote despite the conflict of journalistic ethics. There are a handful of newspapers that don't allow employees to vote on sports and entertainment awards. The Hall of Fame likes its rules. The baseball writers give them free publicity particularly in the winter months and that helps the museum's annual attendance. The museum never cared about journalism integrity but then again Cooperstown is merely a museum that needs publicity to sustain its purpose.

The Business Of Basketball Could Be Changing Soon

January 22, 2025

There is something going on in the basketball industry. National Basketball Association representatives will be meeting in Paris, France to discuss the creation of an NBA Europe circuit. Meanwhile, LeBron James’ friend and business partner Maverick Carter is advising investors who are looking to create an international basketball league that could play games in eight cities around the world, according to Bloomberg. The proposed league would have six men's teams and six women's teams and play its games over two-week stretches in each city. The proposed league could follow Formula 1 auto racing's continent to continent business model. Challenging the NBA as a rival league could be a daunting task. The last challenger to the NBA was the American Basketball Association which announced its plans on February 2nd, 1967. The ABA did get off the ground and did change the NBA eventually before folding in 1976. The NBA All-Star Weekend originated with the ABA with a slam dunk contest and entertainment in Denver in 1976.

More than two decades ago, the Commissioner of the National Basketball Association David Stern was pitching an idea that the league was interested in placing teams in various cities in Europe but Europe just did not have the kind of North American style arenas that would generate massive amounts of revenue. Stern’s plan never had any legs and Europe would only see an NBA game in the pre-season or one game during the regular season. Two decades later, NBA Commissioner Adam Silver and his staff apparently are revisiting Stern’s old plan and looking to establish something in Europe. There are basketball leagues throughout Europe so Silver has to approach the proposal gently, he wants an NBA presence in Europe but there are some really popular teams in Europe that he doesn’t want to upset. The business of basketball may be changing soon.

Where Is Fisher's Money For The MLB Las Vegas Stadium

January 23, 2025

There seems to be a timeline to begin the construction of a Major League Baseball stadium in Las Vegas that will be the home of John Fisher’s Athletics franchise. There is hope that a groundbreaking ceremony will take place between April and June and that will start the process of getting the stadium finished by the beginning of the 2028 MLB season. But there still is a question that neither Las Vegas planners nor the Athletics owner Fisher is able to answer. Where is Fisher’s money for the construction? Fisher claims he is ready to kick in $1.1 billion for the stadium but he has not shown anyone the money, at least publicly. The saga of the Las Vegas stadium has been going on since April 2023 when Fisher decided to leave Oakland and a stadium proposal on the Oakland waterfront behind.

Nevada is giving Fisher $380 million in seed money for the construction. That is in the bank but none of that cash becomes available until Fisher spends $100 million on the planned ballpark. The ballpark’s estimated cost has gone up and figures to rise. It is now $1.75 billion. The park will seat about 33,000 people and the original plan was for Las Vegas tourists to stop by and see a game and not count on local fans as much as other franchise owners do in their home markets. Fisher’s contribution to the project means that banks will be loaning him around $300 million. Fisher could not or would not make a deal with the city of Oakland officials to build a ballpark village at Howard Terminal overlooking the San Francisco Bay and just ended talks with the city and decided there was gold to be found in Las Vegas. Fisher’s team is temporarily in Sacramento and he still has to put up money.

Rays' Ownership And St. Petersburg Official Spar Over Stadium Roof Repair

January 24, 2025

These are difficult days if you are a fan of Major League Baseball’s Tampa Bay Rays franchise. Last summer, it appeared that the Rays’ franchise owners and local politicians were on the same page and were about ready to proceed with getting all the documents signed and freeing up hundreds upon hundreds of millions of dollars with the intent of building a stadium-village on a parcel of land that presently houses the St. Petersburg stadium where Rays’ home games are played. But Hurricane Milton hit Florida’s west coast on October 9th and blew the roof off of the St. Petersburg stadium. At the same time, Rays’ ownership and local politicians had not yet signed off on the stadium-village plan.

Rays’ ownership decided to stay in the market and signed a deal to play in the New York Yankees’ spring training minor league facility in Tampa for 2025 after the roof blew off. The Rays’ ownership is not happy with the financial terms of the stadium-village and has not signed a deal to start construction of the new St. Petersburg stadium. Rays’ owners and St. Petersburg area politicians are still haggling over the cost with Rays’ ownership saying it needs more public money for the project. But there is now another problem. St. Petersburg City Administrator Rob Gerdes has told Rays’ ownership in a letter that the city of St. Petersburg is under no obligation to repair the stadium in time for opening day 2026. Rays’ ownership wants to play in the St. Petersburg stadium until the proposed stadium is completed. On December 30th, 2024, Rays’ president Matt Silverman wrote a letter to the city and said the business wants to return to the facility. It will cost at least $50 million to fix the roof but the stadium is scheduled to close after the 2027 season. The saga continues with the two sides butting heads.

Ottawa Senators' Owner Is Having Problems Getting An Arena Deal Done

January 25, 2025

It appeared that the National Hockey League’s Ottawa Senators franchise owner Michael Andlauer was on the verge of solving his arena problem in the fall of 2024. Andlauer and the National Capital Commission had an agreement in principle that would allow Andlauer to move forward with his plan to build an arena for his business on a parcel of property called the LeBreton Flats. The plot of land is about a 10-minute walk from Parliament Hill, the seat of the Canadian government. Andlauer wanted the parcel deal done and then start the process of building a venue for his business and possibly partner with some company to bring concerts and other events to the facility. But it appears he has hit a bump on the road that leads to a new arena. 

“First, it’s a process,” Andlauer said. “I was told that dealing with the NCC was going to be difficult, it was. It took a whole year to get this deal done. I’m optimistic, but I’m cautious as well.” However, there could be a problem. “There were terms in our agreement that talked about ‘fair market value,’ which I’m totally for and that’s what I want, what’s fair. Let’s just hope the NCC doesn’t change the rules at the last second.” On June 23rd, 2022, the Senators business received preferred bidder status from the National Capital Commission for the land. The franchise was put up for sale by Eugene Melnyk’s daughters after his death and Andlauer took over the business. The NHL did not require that Andlauer be tied to the LeBreton Flats property. Initially, Andlauer was not sure about the property’s viability and whether it would be a good fit for his business. He decided LeBreton Flats was a good spot but constructing an arena there might not be easy as he hoped.

Utah Lawmakers Have One Less Sports Venue To Fund

January 26, 2025

The Utah legislature won’t have to spend a billion dollars or more for an arena-village for a developer who thought of building a minor league basketball and hockey venue. The Black Desert Resort ownership group in Ivins wanted to build an arena that could have potentially hosted a minor league hockey team, NBA preseason games, the Utah Jazz business’ G League team, concerts and other events. Ivins is in the southwest corner of Utah near the Nevada and Arizona border and not too far from Las Vegas which is about a two-hour car ride away. The Black Desert Resort spokesman Patrick Manning said the arena plan was never serious. "The arena was nothing more than one of 20 things we may do in the future. So we were doing some exploratory things with the legislature, but we are not going to do that in this next session. There's too much happening. We've never spoken to an architect. So it was really just one of those things we threw against the wall to see what may come of it."

But Utah is spending a lot of money on sports. The International Olympic Committee is bringing its 2034 Winter Olympics to town and if there is one thing that the IOC does well, it is extracting every last dollar it can from taxpayers’ pockets into staging its crown jewel event. Utah is spending roughly $900 million of taxpayers’ money to help Ryan Smith, the National Basketball Association’s Utah Jazz and the National Hockey League’s Utah franchise owner, to renovate the teams’ present facility and build an arena-village. Utah lawmakers are also willing to spend around one billion dollars to help build a stadium-village if Major League Baseball puts a team in Salt Lake City. It is just the price tag of being a big-league sports town.

Broncos' Ownership Looking For A New Denver Stadium?
January 27, 2025
To build or not to build, that is the question that is being pondered by the National Football League’s Denver Broncos ownership. In the past couple of years Broncos’ CEO Greg Penner has not addressed the question of whether the Broncos ownership wants to build a new facility in Denver but it is quite evident that the ownership group is evaluating options. The football franchise’s deal with the local municipality ends following the 2031 season. Generally, owners begin making noise about the need to either renovate a facility or build an entirely new venue about seven years prior to the end of a lease agreement.
It appears that Broncos’ ownership has an eye on a number of spots that could house a new stadium including places in Denver. The latest location of interest for Broncos’ ownership is Lone Tree, which is about 15 miles south of where the current stadium is located and near the Broncos’ team facility in Englewood. Lone Tree could not handle building a Broncos’ stadium by itself. The town has a population of about 14,000. It is the home to Colorado’s largest shopping mall and is a bedroom community, a Denver suburb. For a stadium to be built in Lone Tree, Broncos’ ownership and Colorado taxpayers would have to put up money.  In 2023, Broncos’ ownership began reaching out to its customers in a quest to find out what the people paying the bills wanted. The National Football League is in a new cycle of stadium building, whether it is a new venue or simply renovating an old facility. Ownership groups in Baltimore, Buffalo, Jacksonville and Nashville are getting new or renovated facilities with a good chunk of the funding for the venues coming from taxpayers. Owners in Chicago, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Kansas City and Washington want new stadium deals. It is just business.
Local Politician Wants An NHL Return To Phoenix

January 28, 2025

The first step in returning a National Hockey League franchise to the Phoenix metropolitan area has been taken. The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors Chair Tom Galvin has formed a committee of political and business leaders with the intention of bringing the NHL back to the Valley of the Sun market. Galvin said he has met with NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman but that might be the easiest part of the process of the potential NHL return to Phoenix. Galvin has two problems. Phoenix doesn’t have a National Hockey League state-of-the-art venue and Galvin needs to find an owner. The demise of the Phoenix franchise started when the NHL approved the sale and relocation of the Winnipeg Jets franchise to Steven Gluckstern and Richard Burke in 1996. Gluckstern and Burke moved into an arena that was designed to accommodate basketball not hockey which meant that about one quarter of the Phoenix venue’s 16,000 or so seats were useless. The business could not function financially with 4,000 unusable seats.

The franchise was sold and the new owners were looking to build an arena somewhere within the market. The owners kicked the tires in Scottsdale and ended up in Glendale, which is west of Phoenix. There was a thought that Glendale would become a sports destination center as the National Football League’s Arizona Cardinals franchise moved into a Glendale stadium and another Glendale stadium became the spring training home of Major League Baseball’s Chicago White Sox and Los Angeles Dodgers franchises. It never worked for the hockey owners and there were a number of them who had financial woes and the NHL abandoned the market in April 2024. Could an NHL team work in Phoenix? Possibly but Galvin has a long way to go to bring an NHL team back to Phoenix. He has to find a willing owner and a venue.

Time To Say Goodbye To DC Or RFK Stadium

January 29, 2025

Washington’s D. C. Stadium, which opened in 1961 and has not been used since 2017, is being torn down. The demolition process has started and the parcel of land, which is owned by Washington, D. C., could eventually be used to house a football facility or perhaps affordable housing. But that is a decision that will be made sometime in the future. It should be remembered that D. C. Stadium had a role in America’s civil rights movement in 1962. The National Football League’s Washington owner George Preston Marshall was a well-known racist and he refused to hire a Negro player for his football team. But Marshall had a chance to improve the bottom line by moving to a new stadium. It literally took the federal government to force Marshall’s hand.

The federal government had decided to build a multi-purpose stadium in Washington. Major League Baseball’s Washington Senators and the NFL team would be able to use the facility. But there was the Marshall white-only policy. President John F. Kennedy’s Interior Department played a major role in changing Marshall’s stance. Kennedy's Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall told Marshall there was a law that prohibited discrimination in federal facilities. D. C. Stadium was a federal facility. Udall gave Marshall an ultimatum, hire Negro players or find somewhere else to play.
Cleveland traded Bobby Mitchell to Washington in a deal for a top draft pick that was initiated by the White House. Cleveland got the NFL rights to Syracuse University running back Ernie Davis. Marshall got a 30-year lease only after selecting Davis and making the Mitchell deal. Marshall was the last owner in the National Football League to desegregate his team. D. C. Stadium’s life is over but it was a place where the civil rights movement made some history.
Orioles Owner Wants An MLB Salary Cap

January 30, 2025

The CEO and principal owner of Major League Baseball’s Baltimore Orioles franchise, David Rubenstein, apparently didn’t get the memo from MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred. Loose lips sink ships. Rubenstein, who in 1987 was the Co-Founder and Co-Chairman of The Carlyle Group, one of the world's largest private investment firms, said Major League Baseball needs a salary cap. Rubenstein and many of his fellow MLB owners probably feel that way but MLB doesn’t want the owners to show their hand in the upcoming negotiations with the Players Association in the collective bargaining talks. "I wish it would be the case that we would have a salary cap in baseball the way other sports do, and maybe eventually we will, but we don't have that now," Rubenstein told Yahoo Finance during the World Economic Forum in Davos Switzerland. "I suspect we'll probably have something closer to what the NFL and the NBA have, but there's no guarantee of that." Rubenstein’s business is in a midsize market but he doesn’t feel he can compete with the Los Angeles Dodgers business for players.

Rubenstein went on. "I think the big city teams have some advantages. Now, in Los Angeles, they have another advantage. They have Japanese players, number of them that they got like Shohei and people in Japan really love watching the Dodgers, and they sell a lot of merchandise in Japan for Dodgers players,” Rubenstein and his group purchased the Baltimore Orioles franchise in 2024. Rubenstein needs to get used to being part of a silent group, Major League Baseball owners, and probably got a talk on how to behave and use proper etiquette during the lead up to the collective bargaining negotiations. Of course, a guy like Rubenstein is used to getting his own way in business. MLB owners and players have two years left on their deal.

NBA Europe? A Possibility In The Future

January 31, 2025

National Basketball Association owners were supposed to be considering expanding to 32 teams sometime in 2025 but almost a month has passed and it appears that NBA owners are more interested in euros or pounds than the glitz of Las Vegas and the corporate rich Seattle market. The league is also investigating whether Mexico City has the wherewithal to host an NBA franchise. “Mexico City is a market that we’ve been playing regular season games and not just preseason games for a long time. I think that’s potentially doable, “said the NBA Commissioner Adam Silver. “There are other issues involved, it’s not about to happen overnight, but I think that’s a real opportunity.” But European expansion is also on Silver’s mind. He has dusted off the old David Stern plan to expand into Europe. About two decades ago, the NBA Commissioner Stern was wondering whether an NBA European Division would work but there was an arena problem in Europe. There were enough NBA state-of-the-art facilities on the continent and the notion went dormant until recently.  Silver made an appearance on Shaquille O’Neal’s podcast and discussed how
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