
  
    
  


  Reggie vs Kaiju Storm Dragon Squidbat


  by


  Matthew Wayne Selznick


  A Daikaiju Universe Novelette


  [image: mws_media_500x250]


  Reggie vs. Kaiju Storm Dragon Squidbat
Published by Matthew Wayne Selznick / MWS Media, United States of America.


  First published: April, 2024


  This book is a work of fiction. Any similarity with any person, entity, location, or institution is unintentional and coincidental.


  Copyright © 2015, 2024 Matthew Wayne Selznick


  Reggie Samson, Ben Handell, Madame Manakuna, Penny Engle, the mantis twins, Prasiti, King Shango, Thunderbird, Ryujira, Priamata, Maxwell's Measure, Ponhakape, and related characters, entities, locations, and institutions are trademarks of Matthew Wayne Selznick. Unauthorized use is prohibited.


  All Rights Reserved. No part of the publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission requests, write the publisher at mwsmedia@gmail.com with the subject line “Attention: Permissions Coordinator.”


  Cover Photograph: Adapted from VelvetFish


  Cover Design: Matthew Wayne Selznick


  This e-book is provided without Digital Rights Management restrictions. It is intended for the person who purchased it. If you received this e-book through unauthorized file sharing or other methods counter to the author and publisher's intention, please consider purchasing a copy or contributing $1.00 to Matthew Wayne Selznick to help offset the hundreds of hours spent conceiving, writing, and producing this creative endeavor. Find out how: mwsmedia@gmail.com.


  Find a typo, continuity error, or other mistakes? Please contact MWS Media at mwsmedia@gmail.com and let the publisher know! We’ll confirm it and, if applicable, correct the error as soon as possible. Thanks!


  Dedication and Acknowledgment



  It is with great joy and gratitude that I dedicate this work to the patron members of the Multiversalists community whose generous support made it possible: Zoë Ley, J.C. Hutchins, Jim Lewinson, and Amelia Bowen.

Their combined pledges in the month of January, 2024 helped the community meet one of its monthly goals: a new short story from yours truly. Thanks to them, I got to finally write this... and you all finally get to read it!

Find out more about the Multiversalists community!


  With the help of one of the battered crew, they got a launch into the water and made it happen.


  The mantis twins flew under their own power. Reggie, Penny, Ben, and the last survivor of Penny's film crew, Frances, joined them on a gravel beach that sloped gently to swaying grass and fully grown groves of palm trees beyond.


  What had been Priamata was now indistinguishable from any mature and natural tropical island.


  Ben sighed as Penny and Reggie gently lowered him to the rough sand. "This place is... beautiful."


  Reggie couldn't disagree, and that made his head swim. He expected to feel some anxiety or revulsion as his boots crunched over earth that had once been a madness-inducing abomination... he wished for it; it would have been reasonable.


  But no. His senses registered nothing save a pleasant breeze and the vague perfume of the sea and sweet-smelling pollen from unseen flowers.


  He knelt down next to his partner and took his hand. It was cold. "But how can it even be?"


  Penny had her arm around Ben. She seemed unreasonably calm, given that she was almost certainly watching someone she loved die. Had the absence of immediate threats finally made room for shock?


  "It doesn't matter," she said. She kissed Ben’s matted hair. "It's okay."


  The mantis twins loomed above them. They smelled of wet grass.


  "Thank you," they hummed. "We are home. At last, we all have a home." They looked at each other. The one on the left buzzed, "We don't want to leave," and the one on the right almost simultaneous replied, "It will not be for long."


  They looked at the humans. "We will take Ben to your doctors. To healing."


  Ben actually laughed.


  Reggie said, "You can't carry him, even if you are... like that... now. And there's just no way you can fly fast enough to..."


  "We don't need to fly, Reggie." Their harmonies chided gently. "You may come, if you wish to be with your friend."


  Reggie understood. The implication made the fine hairs on his neck shiver to attention. "It should be Penny. She should go with Ben."


  Penny seemed almost beatific. "No... no, I don't think so."


  The mantis twins smiled.


  Penny said, "I have to stay here. They're going to be coming. All of them. I need to greet them."


  Reggie's mouth dropped open. The mantis twins had said it: "We all have a home."


  He said, "The kaiju..."


  Holy fuck.


  The mantis twins vibrated, "This is what you've done. This is why we needed you." They bent at their human waists, a bow to Penny. "Thanks to all of you, we're coming home."


  Reggie said, "Will... will they... stay here?"


  The mantis twins only smiled brighter.


  "Come."


  One gently lifted Ben in her arms. The other beckoned Reggie to climb on her back. He settled carefully just ahead of her wings and held on to her smooth, warm shoulders.


  Ben coughed a thin chuckle.


  "Hey Reggie. Are we out of a job?"


  Before Reggie could answer, the island faded to white, and silence prevailed.


  They were on their way.


  The End
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  Before You Go...


  ...I want to say thank you, very much, for buying this ebook. As an independent author and creator, your patronage means a great deal to me. Your purchase quite literally helps keep a roof over my head and food on the table.


  Would you do me two final favors?


  First: if you found any typos, continuity errors, or other apparent mistakes, would you let me know? Please e-mail mwsmedia@gmail.com with the details. If applicable, we'll fix things very quickly.


  Second: I'd love it if you'd write an honest and thorough review of this book at the online retailer from which you made your purchase. Reviews help sell books, and I really value them. Don't have time for a review? How about a quick note on Facebook, Twitter, or the social network you prefer?


  Thank you, very much!


   


  Sincerely,


   


  Matthew Wayne Selznick
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