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Noira the ant lived in an anthill. There were thousands and thousands of ants living in the same anthill. There were other anthills nearby, too.
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The ants were facing a problem. A thief was stealing from them! He entered their kitchen stores and took away the best food.
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Noira was a strong, black ant. Every day she exercised to keep her six legs strong and quick. She could run very fast, she could climb trees, she could even drag a leaf to the edge of the river to use as a boat. 
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What Noira couldn’t do, or wouldn’t do, was work. She hated hard work. While the other ants gathered food, she whistled and sang songs. If anyone scolded her for not working, she stole from them. Yes, Noira was the Ant Thief everyone was trying to catch!
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She stole a diamond ring and told everyone it was a gift from a king, for bravery. It made her famous in the Land of Insects as Great Traveller Ant. Everyone praised her and admired her. They told her she must help them catch the Ant Thief.
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One day, Noira stole a piece of magic cloth from a magician. When she wrapped the cloth around herself, nobody could see her. She became invisible! Now she could walk into any anthill or other insect home without the fear of getting caught. She started stealing more and more.
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Noira loved honey but was scared of the soldier bees guarding the hive. Their stingers were sharp and filled with poison. But after getting the magic cloth, she started going into the hive every day and stealing honey.
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One day, after drinking a lot of honey, Noira fell asleep in the hive. She moved in her sleep, and the magic cloth fell away from her body. Only her head remained covered. A bee saw her and shouted, “There’s a headless ant in the hive!”
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A dozen bees rushed to the spot. The noise they made woke up Noira. Immediately, she covered herself with the magic cloth and escaped. 

After that day, she did not enter the beehive for a week. She was afraid the bees would catch her.
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But Noira loved honey very much and could not stay away for long. Once again, she started stealing honey. 
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One day, she spilled some honey. The magic cloth got stuck to the floor. She used her six feet and all her strength to pull it free. 
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As the honey spread on the floor, Noira was afraid her feet would get stuck in it. She left the magic cloth and tried to hide in the cave but there were bees everywhere. She was caught!
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Angry bees surrounded her. 

“This is the ant who has been stealing our honey!” they said and dragged Noira to Queen Bee.
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Queen Bee was surprised. “Are you sure? She wears a diamond ring. She might be the famous ant
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