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CHAPTER 1 

The day dawned bright and sunny in Heart City. It was going to be a good day, Christopher decided. It was, after all, his birthday. 

What would today bring, he wondered. Would he get what he had wished for last night before he had fallen asleep? One more time, for good luck, he closed his eyes tight and wished with all his might. Then, with a quick tumble, he rolled out of bed, raced to the shower and had the speediest morning routine ever.

Preening in the mirror, he admired his favourite red shirt and blue shorts. What a dude! He laced up his sneakers and beamed happily in the mirror. 

The house was quiet, everyone still asleep. Christopher sped past the birthday balloons in the kitchen and rushed out into the garden. NO WAY!

He nearly fell over his own amazement. Could it actually be? 

YES. IT WAS. 

A flying car sat on the grass. It was exactly as he had wished it, exactly as he had pictured it in his dreams. Blue with red stripes. Black wings with a yellow snub nose. Heart flip-flopping with excitement, Christopher ran over to the car and reached for the door...

Suddenly, a little head popped up from inside!

Chapter 2

“Hey dude! Happy birthday!” said the creature. It was a giant fuzzy talking dice. A mini man with hands, legs, a mouth and a jaunty little cap stuck on its square head. The creature leaped out of the car and landed softly in the grass. 

“I’ve been waiting for you all morning. It was a long drive from Space City.” 

“Space City? Where is Space City?” squeaked Christopher, in shock that a mini creature was talking to him. “Who are you? Is this your flying car?” 

The mini man laughed. “Ha! I wish! Oh sorry, where are my manners? I’m so rude,” he bowed, “I’m Athos,” he waved his fingers and pointed to the car. “And this, my little dude, is all yours. We received your wish late last night on Planet Car, so I had to drive like a maniac to get here.” 

He pursed his lips and looked a bit worried. “Hope I didn’t get any speeding fines...” 

Speeding fines? Who cared about speeding fines! Christopher was so happy that he could have floated away without driving his flying car at all. Awesome! 

All his. His very own flying car. Just what he had always wanted all his life. One thing worried him. 

“Uhm, is it hard to drive?” he asked Athos. 

Athos was shocked. “But they told me you have your driver’s license, it said so on the form we got from the Birthdays Department.” 

“Yes, I do have my driver’s license!” Christopher rushed to reassure Athos. The last thing he wanted was for them to take his super amazing gift! “But I have never driven a flying car before,” he explained. 

“Oh dude! Is that all?” Athos waved his hands dismissively. “It’s nothing. Like riding a bike.” 

“Uhm,” Christopher bit his lip, now thoroughly worried. “I can’t quite ride a bike yet...” 

“Hmmm...” Athos tapped his furry foam fingers against his square spongey head. “Okay, then just imagine, it’s like floating on a cloud.” 

Christopher stared back at him blankly. “I have never floated on a cloud.” 

“Work with me here, kid!” Athos shook his big square head. “Never mind, you know what? The best thing to do is to just jump right in. Dive in the deep end! Let’s go.” Grabbing Christopher by the hand, he propelled him straight into the car. 

Chapter 3

It was the most beautiful sight Christopher had ever seen. Shiny buttons. Shiny, gleaming buttons, knobs and blinkers. It looked like the inside of a spaceship. A thought occurred to him; it all looked exactly like his drawings come to life. 

Right in the middle of the dashboard, a large red button with the word GO beckoned at him. Tremors of excitement hit Christopher and his nervousness disappeared. Oh boy, was he ready for this! 

In the passenger seat, Athos was buckling up. “Yo,” he pointed at Christopher’s seatbelt. “Safety first.” He whistled, “And the traffic cops up there, they are serious!” 

Obediently, Christopher pulled on his seatbelt and looked eagerly at Athos. Athos’ large square eyes flicked over to the GO button. “All yours!” he grinned. 

From somewhere above them, a trumpet sounded. “Mood music,” explained Athos. 

Butterflies filled Christopher’s
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