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What People Are Saying about Kris’s Stories



What I've Learned of the GPS Glitch:

“Someone needs to write a screenplay for this STAT.” – Dultsboi



I Know What They Are:

“Best story I've ever read in my whole life. Well done.” – Simba



Master Stargazer:

“The story is brief and to the point, well-told in an interesting structure, and evenly paced.” – Bruce



Mega Millions:

“Nice ending note LOL You're not going to leave it like that are you?” – Tanya
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To whoever made the decision to remove the cursed payphone.
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“When the gods wish to punish us they answer our prayers.”

~ Oscar Wilde, An Ideal Husband


Chapter 1 – I Had A Good Life

I had a good life.

Once upon a time, I used a payphone, and ever since, I’ve needed to remind myself. I repeat the mantra every morning when I wake up, a thousand times during the day, and again at night when I swallow a handful of pills to force myself back into unconsciousness.

Mental health professionals have deemed my behavior a self-imposed punishment, but I call it a tribute to the past. Whether torture or vigil, the words are always on the tip of my tongue. I live in a haze of pain, waiting for the black devils to collect the debt I owe.

I had a good life.

Ah, the devils… I wonder if I’m insane. If I knew I were crazy, then maybe I could find peace and accept things that can’t be changed, so I let the doctors still run their tests; I let the head-shrinks still analyze my personality. The results have always been the same: I’m a middle-aged man, healthy in both body and mind.

Laugh at that if you will, but to me it’s terrifying. The problem, I know, lies not with my body or mind, but within my soul. I suffer from an invisible festering wound, and I can’t take the hurt anymore.

When science fails, a desperate person might seek answers from alternative sources. I’ve been to Psychics, Spiritual Healers, Death Speakers, and even a Voodoo Doctor from New Orleans, but that’s a whole story in itself.

What do all of these have in common? They are full of shit.

I had a good life.

Yesterday I purchased a gun. It’s loaded, cocked, and whispering my name.

Sharing the truth about the payphone is the only thing keeping me from sending a bullet to tear through my head. I’m a weak person. But I’ll try to be strong for as long as it takes to tell my tale.

I offer a glimpse of the argument that I’m having with myself inside of my head:

I don’t want to do this.

I need to do this.

No, I do not.

I have to.

It won’t help.

It might help.

It’s too hard.

It must be done.

You can see what the thought of continuing is doing to me, can’t you?

I had a good life…

Stop writing.

I will not put this pen down.

Stop.

I will not.

Please stop.

My mind is made up.

Is it really?

Yes.

Fine then.

For better or worse, this is how I remember it.
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