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        The characters and events in this book are not based on real events.

        Well, maybe a little bit.

        But the names have been changed to protect the innocent.

        Sometimes.
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        Hiro and Kimba, a few weeks old, with a stuffed mama cat, in their bathtub nursery.

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            PROLOGUE

          

        

      

    

    
      Some cats are born on Earth and never know who they really are. Others are sent. They are undercover for their years on Earth. They know who they are. They know that they are not from Earth at all. And they are part of a bigger plan.

      Kimba and Hiro are the first kind of cat. Their mother could have explained things—told them who they really are. But they were accidentally separated from her the day they were born. These sisters would learn to call a human “Mama.” They would know nothing about the grand plan and their own destiny. Life would be simple and carefree.

      But it wouldn’t stay that way.
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          CHAPTER 1

          HUNTING

        

      

    

    
      Kimba, the silent hunter, lay hidden from view. Peeking up over the edge, ears laid flat, she could just see her victim stroll by, completely unaware of the danger lurking nearby.

      Preparing for the attack, the sleek white lion’s tail twitched ever so slightly. The muscles on her haunches tightened. Then POW, she leapt into the open, deadly claws splayed and fangs ready for the kill. The mighty beast landed perfectly on her target, her tail a-puff and the fur on her back at full attention. And now, for the final bite to the throat!

      “Aaaahhwwwwooo!” Hiro yelled. And then, mostly annoyed as her sister pretended to take a death grip on her neck, “Get off!”

      With some minor hissing and a bit of a tussle, the sisters ended up in a furry pile—leaving even more fur on the bathroom floor behind them—with Kimba on top. Then the hunt was over. Kimba, the skinny white kitten, had defeated her prey.

      Kimba took a moment to lick the fur flat on her befuddled sister’s head, and then she began grooming her own fur back into place. Hiro staggered to her feet, shook herself off, and wandered into the bedroom for a nap.

      Totally worth it, Kimba thought as she licked and smoothed. Once she was done and every hair was back in place, she climbed back into the tub to lie in wait for the next victim. Kimba, the master hunter, the white lion, was on the prowl.
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      Watching through the bathroom mirror, the somber gray cat was not amused. He understood that they were special and important, but how in the world was he ever going to make decent agents out of these two balls of fluff? It would take a few lies, most certainly. It would take some firmness and absolute determination.

      It would take a miracle.
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          CHAPTER 2

          IMPOSSIBLE DECISION

        

      

    

    
      How can anyone choose between everything she ever wanted and everyone she ever loved? It is an impossible decision to make. But Kimba had to choose, and there was no way out of it.

      Those days of playing in the bathroom were long behind her now. These days she avoided the bathroom. In there, someone was always watching.

      From the first day her eyes opened, Kimba had known that she and her sister were different from the others around them. But it had never mattered. The furless creatures fed and cared for them. They became her family.

      Then came the day of first contact. The day she had mistakenly seen the images in the bathroom mirror. The day when everything changed.

      Her mission had been clearly stated. There was no questioning what the stern Cat in the Mirror had asked her to do. But exactly what would happen if she followed through on her given mission, that she didn’t know.

      Would it mean the end of all the humans in her house? All the humans in the world? What would happen to them? It might mean that she could live in a world with no rules and total freedom. But where would she live, and how would she find food?

      There were so many unanswered questions and so little time to decide her own fate, the fate of the world, but most importantly the fate of her family. The family that loved her. The family that took her in and fed her and cared for her and kept her safe and warm.

      Tonight was the night to take action or become a failure to her race—a disgrace to cats everywhere. She had to choose.

      It had been a year now since the humans found her, a year that she had lived the carefree life of a house cat who knows nothing about her destiny or who she really is. A year is a long time in the life of a cat, but some things Kimba remembered clearly.
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            CHAPTER 3

          

          SAVED

        

      

    

    
      As a tiny white kitten, just a day or two old and only the size of a mouse, Kimba could remember hearing her sister calling for help. It seemed like she yelled all day. But no one could hear.

      “Helloooooooo?!” the black-and-white kitten yelled. “Is anyone there?! We are so hungry!”

      Hungry. Kimba still remembered how desperately hungry she had been. So hungry that she couldn’t even move. Since she didn’t know what it meant to open her eyes and look around, the white kitten just tried to sleep. Her sister kept on yelling.

      “Heeeeelllooooo?!” Hiro called to anyone who might possibly hear. “Please help!”

      Then Kimba heard another sound. It was a deep, low voice making soft noises that, for some reason, made her sister yell even louder. Then there was an odd sensation, like floating, that went on for a long time. Then more soft voices and gentle cooing sounds. Some were from the low voice, but there were others now that were high-pitched and squeaky sounding.

      The white kitten had really just wanted to sleep and never wake up, but she felt soft rubbings on the top of her head that wouldn’t let her sleep. And then a warm deliciousness was dripped into her mouth. There had never been anything so wonderful in the whole world. It roused her from her stupor, and she mewed one wee bit.

      “Oh, such a tiny baby,” a gentle voice whispered to her. “Come on. Have a drink. It looks like we found you just in time.”

      Close by she could hear her sister, still hollering, but also making eager smacking noises. Then it was all too much. Tummy full of food, she slipped into a much-needed peaceful sleep.
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      Over many days, the warm, gentle hands roused her, gave her drops of the yummy liquid, and then tucked her back in to sleep. She could smell her sister nearby, or feel her cuddled close, and everything was warm and wonderful.

      Then one day, as she gave a huge yawn, her eyes opened, just a bit, and she noticed shapes and colors and light all around her.

      “Wow!” she yowled out loudly.

      A mew next to her caught her attention, and she turned to see a fuzzy black-and-white blob just inches from her.

      “Hey!” the blob yowled back. “Is that you?”

      “Yeah,” the kitten said excitedly, “and that’s you!”

      “WOW!” they both exclaimed.

      “Their eyes are opening!” an excited voice called from above. And then the kitten found herself caught up in the familiar-smelling warm hands and lifted up high.

      The face in front of her was still pretty fuzzy-looking, but the smell and the sound was the same as it had been for so many days. This was the source of the soft voice and the delightful food.

      “Hello, Kimba,” the woman said. “What beautiful blue eyes you have.”

      “Amazing!” the kitten said back. “I can see you!”

      “Oh, Sweet Baby Kimba. Are you hungry?”

      The bottle full of food was quickly offered, and just as quickly sucked down.

      “Kimba is such a beautiful baby,” the woman said. “Such a beautiful ball of white fluff. Mama loves her Kimba,” the woman cooed, kissing the top of the kitten’s head.

      Mama? Kimba thought. It felt good to have her head rubbed, and she instinctively pushed and pulled her tiny claws against the warm hand in happiness.

      Kimba heard a squealing mew next to her and turned to see her sister, all black and white and fuzzy, enjoying a bottle in another pair of hands.

      “Is Hiro having her dinner too?” Mama asked.

      Hiro started screaming again.

      She sure makes a lot of noise all the time, Kimba thought.

      “Oh, Hiro’s a noisy one,” Mama agreed, as if she could understand Kimba’s thoughts. “But that’s why Daddy found you two—all that noise and bother she was making.”

      Daddy? Kimba looked up from the hands gently cradling her sister and saw a furry face.

      “Hello,” she said to him in a squeaky mew.

      “Well, hello, Baby Kimba,” the man said.

      Daddy.

      Mama and Daddy and Hiro. A full tummy. And now she could see. It was all good.

      Mama set Kimba down on the vast expanse of softness on the bed between her and Daddy. Hiro was tucked in next to her. There were soft noises and music coming from somewhere in the room, but Kimba would worry about all that later. For now, it
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