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ORIGINS OF THE CAMPAIGN

Gettysburg just seemed to happen. No great plan declared that Meade would stop Lee’s army at this spot. The armies, which had been moving on parallel courses, just seemed to blunder into each other and skirmish, and then their respective commanders decided that here was as good a place as anywhere to fight a battle.

Gettysburg was the turning point of the American Civil War: afterwards Confederate hopes of establishing a separate nation dwindled as the likelihood of winning or of enticing European intervention waned. The South did not feel Gettysburg was a pivotal encounter, and Northern voices severely criticized Meade for allowing the Army of Northern Virginia to escape intact. That Gettysburg should occur was inevitable, but that it occurred the way it did – and where it did – was the result of a series of coincidences.

Gettysburg was a city of little military importance. Most of the surrounding area was farmland and orchards, long shorn of old forest growth, and the basically flat lands were broken only by low ridges and gentle hills. Boasting a rail line to the east and an unimproved cut where the track would be laid to the west, the town had a Lutheran seminary on a nearby hill and was the nexus of roads leading to Washington, Philadelphia, or Harrisburg. The steeple of the Lutheran church was the highest man-made site. The rumour of a warehouse filled with shoes may have been started by Heth to justify his contravening Lee’s orders not to initiate a general engagement without orders. Until 30 June, there was nothing in the area to interest the Union Army – except the Army of Northern Virginia, which had slipped away from Hooker in Virginia and had moved north.
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Postcard view of Gettysburg’s Lutheran Seminary’s east side, showing the cupola where Buford watched the Confederate advance. This part reached above the canopy of trees and afforded a clear view of Herr and McPherson Ridges.
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Burnside and his staff before Hooker relieved him of command of the Army of the Potomac. Hooker’s days were numbered because of his reluctance to engage Lee.

After Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville the Army of the Potomac was demoralized. Their overly cautious fourth commander, Gen. Joseph (Fightin’ Joe) Hooker, was wary of being too aggressive after Jackson and Lee’s triumph at Chancellorsville, lest Lee leave his fortifications at Fredericksburg, defeat Hooker and then march on to Washington, D.C. with no Union Army to impede him. The spectre of a Confederate advance east burdened every Army of the Potomac commander, but none more so than Hooker.

Events at Gettysburg were set in motion before Fredericksburg. After Antietam, Lee’s 1862 northern campaign halted. Yet Lee’s desire to invade the Union remained strong, as did his belief that if he could just take the war north, Yankee pro-war sentiments would wane.

Lee had to take the war north. Another summer campaign would be disastrous for Virginia farmers because they could neither plant nor harvest crops. Furthermore, a timely Confederate thrust might relieve pressure on Vicksburg in the west, since Northerners, feeling endangered, might demand placement of military garrisons in their key cities, which would involve withdrawing troops from the west as well as from the east. Finally, if England and France saw an aggressive and victorious Southern Army, either might enter the war on behalf of the beleaguered Confederacy, or at least give the Union good reason to sue for peace with Richmond on its own terms before they took an active interest in the war.

Next to Lee, Jackson had been the most aggressive commander of the South. Jackson’s death had removed one half of Lee’s corps commanders and Lee had had to restaff his command. (Longstreet was good, but cautious.) Time was a constraint: the war had to go north that year, before summer too, otherwise winter would catch the Confederates trying to live off hostile land. Lee well understood the horrors of Napoleon’s Moscow campaign, and that his own invasion called for stealth. By quietly moving his army piecemeal, new corps commanders would have time to become acquainted with their responsibilities, with Lee’s command style and with the enemy commanders facing them. By the time they engaged in combat, they would be comfortable with the command structure. Although his corps commanders were new, they were competent generals, and Lee had the greatest confidence in his troops.
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Maine infantry in 1863 wearing shorter uniform blouses instead of the earlier issue frock coat; the officer wears a shell jacket. Note the variations between officer, drummer, and enlisted field dress. Wearing leggings seemed a matter of individual preference rather than regulation.
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European idealized representations of Confederate and Federal Army uniforms. Although these were the official uniforms, men in the field wasted little time modifying them for battlefield conditions. Many soldiers started out with these uniforms, but by 1863 battlefield dress was for comfort and flexibility; superfluous items had been discarded long ago. Shortage of material, uncertain supply, and field conditions dictated personal uniform modification.

Lee’s plan was to steal a march on the Army of the Potomac. Once distanced from Federal troops, the Army of Northern Virginia would effectively disappear as Stuart’s cavalry screened its movements from Union forces. The Army of Northern Virginia could then strike at Pennsylvania or possibly as far as Harrisburg before swinging down to Maryland, while Stuart’s cavalry protected their route of march and denied Hooker intelligence of their actions until it was too late. The Union Army would have to leave Virginia to chase and engage Lee – in a battle at a time and place of Lee’s choosing. In so doing he would defeat the Federal Army. He had considered all these factors before Chancellorsville.

CHRONOLOGY

2–4 May – After defeating the Union Army at Chancellorsville, Stonewall Jackson is wounded by his own pickets. Hooker retreats the Army of the Potomac east and north, crossing the Rappahannock, and feels safe once across the river.

10 May – Stonewall Jackson dies from pneumonia, a complication which set in after the amputation of his wounded arm.

30 May – The Army of Northern Virginia (formerly only two large corps) is reorganized into three corps plus Stuart’s cavalry division. These are commanded by Lt.Gen. Richard Ewell (est. 20,866 men), Lt.Gen. Ambrose P. Hill (est. 26,793 men), and Lt.Gen. James Longstreet (est. 21,031 men) – Lee’s “old warhorse.” Of these, only Longstreet is comfortable with Lee’s command style and has had experience as a corps commander. Ewell is experienced and has served under Jackson, losing a leg at Second Manassas. Lee thought highly of Hill, although Hill was impatient when it came to waiting for orders through the chain of command and was guilty of having attacked without orders on more than one occasion. Lee may have thought Hill would prove to be as aggressive as Jackson.

3 June – Lee’s northern campaign begins when he moves 7,138 troops westward under McLaws of Longstreet’s command.

4 June – Lee sends Ewell north after Longstreet, leaving Hill at Fredericksburg to hold Hooker in place by deception (having men tend multiple fires to make it appear that more Confederates are in camp than there realy are). Hooker’s cavalry patrols report troop movements, but he is uncertain if these are real troop movements or a relocation of base camps. He senses Lee is setting a trap for him.

5 June – Hooker’s scouts report Confederates still dug in at Fredericksburg, although some troop movements have been indicated. Lee’s deception is working. Hooker telegraphs Washington: “This morning, some more of their camps have disappeared. The picket line along the river is preserved, and as strong as ever… I am instructed to keep ‘in view always the importance of covering Washington and Harpers Ferry.’ In the event the enemy should move… the head of his column will probably be headed toward the Potomac via Gordonsville or Culpeper.” (Hooker was correct in this.)
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Pleasonton hoped to cripple Stuart’s Confederate cavalry with a swift raid. Approaching Brandy Station by several routes he hoped to box in and decimate the Southern cavalry. Poor coordination, luck and quick Confederate reaction allowed Stuart to drive Pleasonton off, but this action put the South on notice that the Union cavalry was now a force to be reckoned with.


Halleck replies: “It would… seem perilous to permit Lee’s main force to move upon the Potomac… Of course your movements must depend in great measure upon those made by Lee.”

Hooker chafes at this ambivalence because he wants to attack the Confederate positions across the Rappahannock and push toward Richmond. He feels there are not enough Confederates in the area to stop an attack on the Confederate capital, but his superiors in Washington think he would do better to attack Lee’s moving columns. While Hooker impatiently vacillates, J.E.B. Stuart’s cavalry moves north to Brandy Station in keeping with Lee’s plans.

6 June – J.E.B. Stuart parades nearly 8,000 Confederate cavalrymen gathered near Brandy Station for townsfolk and passengers in the railroad cars.

7 June – Lee reaches Culpeper.

8 June – Stuart holds a review for Lee and Gen. Hood’s Texas infantry to show off his massed Confederate cavalry. Unknown to him, the Union Army knows where he is and has planned a surprise attack to cripple the Confederate cavalry.

9 June – Major-general Alfred Pleasonton sends nearly 10,000 Union cavalry in a pincer movement across Beverly and Kelly’s fords on the Rappahannock to attack Stuart’s camp. Brig-general John Buford leads three brigades of cavalry and one of infantry across Beverly’s Ford, while both Brig.Gen. David McM. Gregg and Col. Alfred Duffie lead divisions across Kelly’s Ford. This separation of troops prevents Pleasonton from massing his units in a crushing attack, and this, along with a little luck, saves Stuart. After a prolonged battle, the Union cavalry withdraws across the river and Stuart claims a victory. Still, many Southerners feel he was ‘caught napping.’ Although not immediately apparent to Southerners, the Union cavalry has come off well, fighting the famous J.E.B. Stuart to a standstill and gaining confidence which will help them at Gettysburg. Losses are 523 Confederate and 866 Federal casualties. One Confederate government official notes, “Stuart is… conceited… he got careless.”

10 June – Ewell leaves Culpeper and moves north up the valley. Hooker again urges Lincoln to let him move on Richmond, believing it is unprotected since he feels Lee is moving his troops and massing them for a northern offensive. Lincoln reminds Hooker that his “true objective” is Lee’s army, not Richmond. Hooker argues that, Lee “can leave nothing behind to interpose any serious obstacle to my rapid advance on Richmond… the most speedy and certain mode of giving the rebellion a mortal blow.”
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Confederate cavalry uniforms for the NCO, enlisted man, and musician. Similar to infantry dress, each branch of the service had distinctive cuff, chevron, collar, and kepi colors – in this case a light mustard yellow. As with Yankee uniforms, the French influence on style is obvious.
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This field photograph shows the Union field hospital at Brandy Station. This area was fought over several times and just months earlier Union cavalry under Pleasonton had surprised Stuart here at the beginning of the Gettysburg campaign.

11 June – Halleck orders Hooker to guard against Lee and to not worry about Richmond as an objective. Hooker sends Sickles’ III Corps (10,726 men) to Beverly’s Ford near Brandy Station.

12 June – Ewell crosses the Blue Ridge Mountains and approaches Winchester. The Union commander at Winchester, General Milroy, misjudges the situation. He feels the skirmishes at Newtown, Cedarville and Middleton are just raids and are not a real threat, nor a serious Southern offensive. He bases this on intelligence gathered from captured Confederates. Unfortunately the latter were from units known to have been in the area. None of Ewell’s men who were captured were questioned, so Milroy remained unaware of the real Southern threat.

Milroy’s troops in Front Royal know of Ewell’s presence but cannot communicate with Milroy because the telegraph lines have been cut between Front Royal and Winchester. However, even this does not alert Milroy to Ewell’s presence. Scouts from the Union III Corps report Confederate pickets on the west bank of Beverly’s Ford, and Hooker uneasily surmises that perhaps the Confederate Army is finally on the move.

13 June – Hooker leaves his position at Fredericksburg and begins to move the Army of the Potomac north, to the Manassas area. That same day Ewell takes Berryville and moves within a mile of the southern part of Winchester. The appearance of Ewell’s army causes Milroy to retreat into the forts at Winchester.
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Culpeper, Virginia, was on the Confederate route of march. Stuart held an impromptu cavalry parade for rail passengers on the Orange and Alexandria railroad near here, just before the Union surprise attack at Brandy Station.

14 June – Washington orders Milroy to abandon Winchester and withdraw to Harper’s Ferry. Milroy delays, disagreeing because he does not think the Army of Northern Virginia can successfully evade Hooker’s Army of the Potomac, which he knows is moving northward. His hesitation allows Ewell and Early to move into position and attack both Winchester and its outlying forts from the west, south and east. Suddenly anxious, Milroy abandons Winchester, wagons, and guns when he hears the road has been blocked, and his withdrawal becomes a foot race toward Maryland. At Fredericksburg, Hill is unopposed and follows Ewell and Longstreet north.






























OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img006a.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img006.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img006c.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img006b.jpg
V 7,
N \
/_:\\\






OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img005.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img004.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img001d.jpg
nAamsNuuULn

& SYKES
28 June

MEADE
issumes control
of the Army
of the Potomac
28 June =
- STUART
28 June






OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img001e.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img001b.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img001c.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img003.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img001f.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img002.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img001a.jpg
MOVES TOWARDS GETTYSBURG, 4 JUNE - 1 JULY, 1863

——— — State boundary
J






OEBPS/images/9781782005025_cover.jpg
OSPREY

Campaign

Gettysburg 1863

High tide of the Confederacy

Carl Smith - lllustrated by Adam Hook






OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img007.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img006d.jpg
Paoli Mill
|~

% &
LE

M\
Wiy,

N

F )
®
2 G

£
&

a8 e





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img009.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781782005025_img008.jpg





