
  Acknowledgments


  I remain a big fan of Eric Sherman and all the people at the Ice Age Trail Alliance, and of the trail that gives them their name and purpose. Get out there and support it! A hearty thanks to the various park managers and personnel who helped me keep this accurate and suggested better routes than the ones I had in mind.


  Once again I am forever grateful to the Friends’ Hotel Network, especially Erica Chiarkas (who also hiked!); Veronica and Alexandra; Robert and Susan Wilson; Rob, Amber, and Graeham Bundy; and Mark Dimeo. A big thanks for an Ice Age Trail drop-off (not to mention a great Turkish dinner!) goes out to Tom and Bezmi Kranick, who are always supportive of whatever I am working on. And for efforts above and beyond the call of duty, I express my deepest gratitude to my wife, Preamtip, my steadfast trooper who cries, “Damn the mosquitoes, full speed ahead!” I’d be lost in the woods without her patience, assistance, and good humor.


  Milwaukee Metro
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    1 Milwaukee Rotary Centennial Arboretum Trails


    


    It’s hard to imagine you are in the heart of Milwaukee as you stroll through this arboretum and along the Milwaukee River. The hike begins near the Urban Ecology Center, takes a loop through the prairie and wildflower section where oak savanna is being brought back, then follows the riverbank downstream under the North Avenue Bridge. A pedestrian bridge crosses the river, and the Beerline Trail goes all the way to Locust Street. Cross the river again and complete the loop with a pass through the woods.


    


    
      Start: From the trailhead at the parking lot


      Distance: 2.9-mile loop


      Hiking time: 1.5 hours


      Difficulty: Easy


      Trail surface: Paved, dirt


      Best season: Spring through fall


      Other trail users: Bicyclists


      Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs permitted


      Land status: City park


      Fees and permits: None


      Schedule: Daily, sunrise to 10 p.m.


      Maps: USGS Milwaukee; at Urban Ecology Center


      Trail contact: Milwaukee County Park System, 9480 Watertown Plank Rd., Wauwatosa, WI 53226; (414) 257-7275; www.countyparks.com


      Special considerations: The city has referred to this as the safest park in Milwaukee, but it is not advised after dark. At the southern turn under the North Avenue Bridge, tall grasses contribute to a sense of seclusion here. It’s not necessarily something to avoid as a solo hiker, but simply worth being aware of.


      Finding the trailhead: From downtown Milwaukee take I-43 north to exit 74 for Locust Street. Turn right onto Locust Street and go 1.6 miles. Turn right onto Oakland Avenue, go 0.3 mile, and turn right onto East Park Place. Continue 0.2 mile to road’s end and turn left into the last parking lot. The trailhead is marked by a large stone arch next to the lot. GPS: N43 4.022' / W87 53.564'

    

  


  The Hike


  


  The Milwaukee Rotary Centennial Arboretum takes its name from the Rotary Club of Milwaukee, which on its 100-year anniversary in 2013 helped make the arboretum’s development possible with a contribution. It lies along the Milwaukee River in Riverside Park from Locust Street south to North Avenue. The multiuse, paved Oak Leaf Trail bounds it on the east side. Some of this terrain has been reclaimed from old industrial sites, and like Three Bridges Park, an Urban Ecology Center is connected to it. Check out the Urban Ecology Center for activities and events and even guided hikes.


  [image: From humble beginnings: an oak sapling in the arboretum’s oak savanna restoration. Preamtip Satasuk]


  Pass through the stone arch and climb up the little hill before you. This will gradually become oak savanna but in the interim is awash with native Wisconsin wildflowers. The view toward the river is a nice reminder of how well a green space serves a city. Come back to the trail and follow it south (left if you are facing the hill from the stone arch); it curves around the hill and goes north with the river on your left. Keep on the path and go straight across the next intersection, then follow the path on a left curve down to the riverside. A canoe launch is there.


  Take a left onto the East Bank Trail, a crushed-rock footpath along the river; you are heading south (river on right) below the sloping bank of the hill you were just on. Down in here the rest of the city is invisible, and simply a light breeze through the leaves is enough to hide the hum of distant traffic. It is quite a remarkable spot in Milwaukee. Follow the trail south through partial shade and brush, with occasional willow trees and cottonwoods on either side of you and views of the river to the right. Under the North Avenue Bridge a trail is available if you want to go up onto the street bridge. Otherwise, continue along, passing under the bridge. To your right is a narrow spot on the river, tossing up some rapids for paddlers (see FalconGuides’ Paddling Wisconsin).


  After the North Avenue Bridge the terrain becomes covered in grasses, sometimes taller than the average person. The trail takes a wide curve to the left where there’s a mural on a concrete wall on the left and then the path heads right, to a concrete path and steps up to a wide, concrete pedestrian bridge over the river. On the other side turn right, heading upstream now on a cedar-chip trail. This soon merges with a paved trail coming off the end of Riverboat Road on your left and passes under the North Avenue Bridge. This is the Beerline Trail, a multiuse trail still in development. The name comes from the rail line that passed through here back in the heyday of the big brewers, hauling in the raw ingredients for beer.


  Follow the Beerline Trail north until you get to Gordon Park. Take the first trail on your right, which curls to the right around the park and closer to the trees on the river side of it. Follow this up to Locust Street. No need to cross Locust; take the sidewalk across and watch for the dirt trail to the right at the other end of the bridge. Follow it down and keep bearing right until you are actually passing under the Locust Street Bridge with the river on your right. The trail leads left down even farther until you are at river level. Take the East Bank Trail to the left, back under the bridge, and into the northern section of the arboretum. Pass a trail angling up to the left and forward—an option for you—and hike to a staircase on your left. Take this up into the arboretum onto a circle trail around an open area of oaks.


  Follow the path away from the river toward a bridge on the far side. This is Susie’s Bridge, and it takes you across the Oak Leaf Trail. Turn right on the other side and head straight for the back of the Urban Ecology Center. Go through to the street and turn right onto Park Place, crossing the bridge with a human sundial on it, where you can become the gnomon (that’s the upright part of a sundial that casts the shadow, and a useful word for impressing trivia masters). The parking lot where you began is on the other side of the bridge and on the left.


  
    URBAN ECOLOGY CENTER


    Located in Riverside Park, this fantastic community-driven environmental center started as a park cleanup and educational project back in 1991. What began in a simple trailer now is a collection of classrooms in its very own building. And it keeps growing: Two other centers operate in Washington Park and Menomonee Valley (see the Three Bridges Park hike). Not only are they promoting and creating green space in the city of Milwaukee, but they are also passing that passion and enthusiasm to the kids. The centers work with schools on environmental education programs and provide some open-air classroom learning as well. But it’s not just for students. A regular calendar of events are open to people of all ages and walks of life who care about their community and have a love of, or at least some curiosity about, nature. Join them on bird walks, walking tours, cleanup and invasive plant removal projects, and much more.
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  Miles and Directions


  


  
    0.0 Start from the stone arch at the trailhead and follow the path left around the hill.


    0.2 Take the asphalt path north with the hill on your right and follow it to the canoe launch; take the trail to the left.


    0.8 Pass under the North Avenue Bridge.


    1.0 Cross the Milwaukee River on the pedestrian bridge and turn right.


    1.2 Pass back under the North Avenue Bridge heading north.


    1.8 At Gordon Park take the trail to the right angling across the park toward the river and the Locust Street Bridge.


    2.0 Cross the Locust Street Bridge.


    2.2 Take the dirt trail down to the right on the other side.


    2.3 Follow the trail back toward the Locust Street Bridge and pass under it, then follow the curving trail down to river level and pass under the bridge again, heading south (with the river on your right).


    2.5 Take the steps on the left up into the arboretum.


    2.7 Cross the oak savanna area east to take Susie’s Bridge across the Oak Leaf Trail, then turn right toward the Urban Ecology Center. Walk toward the river from the Urban Ecology Center on Park Place.


    2.9 Arrive back at the parking lot and trailhead.

  


  Hike Information


  


  Local Information


  Visit Milwaukee, 648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 220, Milwaukee, WI 53203; (414) 273-3950; visitmilwaukee.org


  Local Attractions


  Urban Ecology Center, 1500 E. Park Pl., Milwaukee, WI 53211; (414) 964-8505; www.urbanecologycenter.org


  Oak Leaf Bike Trail, Milwaukee County Parks, 9480 Watertown Plank Rd., Wauwatosa, WI 53226; (414) 257-7275; bit.ly/OakLeafTrail


  
    2 Three Bridges Park with Mitchell ParkTrails


    


    One of Milwaukee’s newest parks, this reclaimed green space along the Menomonee River borrows a bit of the paved Hank Aaron State Trail and blazes some trails of its own. At one end of this hike lies the Menomonee Valley location of the Urban Ecology Center and at the other is Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory and its famous Domes, both worthy attractions. The hike starts in Mitchell Park, circling the lagoon, then crosses a bridge into Three Bridges Park on an out-and-back trek.


    


    
      Start: From the parking lot corner in front of the Mitchell Park Domes


      Distance: 2.7-mile series of loops


      Hiking time: 1.5 hours


      Difficulty: Easy


      Trail surface: Mostly asphalt, some crushed rock


      Best season: Spring through fall


      Other trail users: Bicyclists


      Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs permitted


      Land status: City and county park


      Fees and permits: None


      Schedule: Daily, sunrise to 10 p.m.


      Maps: USGS Milwaukee; on Urban Ecology Center website


      Trail contact: Hank Aaron State Trail, 2300 N. MLK Jr Dr., Milwaukee, WI 53212; (414) 263-8559; bit.ly/HankAaronTrail


      Special considerations: Water is available outside the Urban Ecology Center, but there are no facilities along the trail. The paved portions in Mitchell and Three Bridges Parks are wheelchair accessible.


      Finding the trailhead: From downtown Milwaukee take I-94 west toward Madison, then take exit 309B for 25th Street. Go left on 25th Street over the interstate and turn right onto St. Paul Avenue. Turn left onto 27th Street/WI 57, which becomes Layton Boulevard. Go 0.6 mile and turn left into the entrance for the Mitchell Park Domes. Parking is to the right, and the unmarked trailhead is on the sidewalk in front of the Domes. GPS: N43 1.539' / W87 56.775'

    

  


  The Hike


  


  While perhaps not very long for an urban hike, you could kill half a day here if you linger and visit the anchoring attractions at either end. A lot of effort has gone into creating Three Bridges Park, and the multiuse Hank Aaron State Trail passing through it is quite popular. It’s an urban renewal and greenway success story, and offers good learning experiences for children via the Urban Ecology Center.


  Beginning at the sidewalk along the southern side of the Domes complex, walk along the building, heading toward the Mitchell Park lagoon to the east. Pass the raised flower bed, and when you come to an asphalt path on the right, take it and follow it as it curves behind the row of greenhouses behind the Domes. At the next juncture follow the path right down to the side of the lagoon and stroll the path that circles it in a counterclockwise direction. The number of bird species and the presence of herons may surprise you. Upon completing a loop of the lagoon, go past the pavilion on your right, then follow the path right to where it angles up the hill toward picnic areas and an upper parking lot. Pass a volleyball sand pit on your right along the way.


  [image: A view of the Menomonee River in Three Bridges Park. Preamtip Satasuk]


  Once back at the parking lot, go left to its end and follow the exit road out, looking for a bike path sign past a private entrance to a rail yard (Canadian Pacific). Take this paved asphalt path to the right across a pedestrian/bike bridge over the railroad tracks. There’s a nice view toward the downtown skyline from here. Three Bridges Park begins here. This is also the Hank Aaron State Trail, and from the bridge it curves left, offering slow curves and gentle hills as you head west.


  
    THE DOMES


    The Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory is best known by its casual name given by the three large central domes. Each is 85 feet high and 140 feet in diameter, and they are visible from I-94. They opened over a period of several years, with the final dome being inaugurated in 1967. Shaped a bit like beehives, the Domes are made of glass and light up at night. Each dome has its own thing going on: tropical plants in one, an arid environment in another featuring desert plants from Africa and the Americas, and a floral show in a third. The floral show changes seasonally, and a special holiday show is held in December. Plan for about an hour to visit The Domes.

  


  ▶ The Milwaukee County Winter Farmers Market (www.mcwfm.org) is held Saturday mornings from November through April inside The Domes. Admission is free during that time.


  As you pass under the 27th Street bridge, you see the Menomonee River on your right, now running parallel to the park; you are walking upstream. Throughout here prairie grass and wildflowers grow on modest hills. Past the bridge, at about 1.0 mile, you reach a crushed-rock footpath on your right. Turn right; the trail curves closer to the river and passes to the right of a stormwater rain garden (a connecting path curves like an S back to the bike path if you change your mind). At 1.3 miles return to the bike path and continue heading west on the asphalt, immediately passing a trail on the right. Continue straight west within the park; the bridge on your right crosses the river and connects to 33rd Court for bicyclists.


  Just a few steps from the bridge path is a trail on the right that descends to a dovetail with a river observation platform to the left and a canoe launch to the right, both worth checking out. Just past this spur trail is another trail, also on the right. Take this; it continues west after curving around the hills of the community gardens to follow the river again. Pass under the 35th Street bridge and watch for a cedar-chip and dirt path into the brush on your right. Take this if you want a better view of the river for a short distance, but both footpaths come back out onto the asphalt path just before the final bridge over the river. Here you can go right, over the bridge, to get to the Hank Aaron State Trail segment on the north side of the river, or go left through a short underpass decorated with murals to access the Urban Ecology Center. But for the purposes of the hike, this is the turnaround point; return along the paved Hank Aaron Trail to the first bridge at the other end of the park.


  Cross the bridge over the train tracks and take a right down the road, still on the paved path. A crosswalk leads left to the sidewalk past the front of the Domes and back to where you started near the parking lot.


  Miles and Directions


  


  
    0.0 Start from the trailhead and follow along the edge of the Domes complex.


    0.5 Walk around the entire Mitchell Park lagoon, then head back uphill behind the greenhouses.


    0.7 Cross the bridge over the railroad tracks and into Three Bridges Park.


    1.0 Leave the paved Hank Aaron State Trail and take the footpath to the right along the river.


    1.3 Come back onto the paved trail, turning right. Stay straight past the second trail bridge on your right.


    1.4 Just steps after the spur trail to the river, pass another footpath on the right.


    1.6 Take a cedar-chip trail on the right that enters the trees by the river.


    [image: Three Bridges Park with Mitchell Park Trails]


    1.7 Come out on the asphalt path again near the third trail bridge over the river. Go left through a short tunnel if you want to visit the Urban Ecology Center; otherwise, turn around and backtrack to the first bridge.


    2.5 Cross the first bridge and take a right down the road past the Domes. Cross the road at the crosswalk and follow the sidewalk past the front of the Domes.


    2.7 Arrive back at the trailhead and parking lot.

  


  Hike Information


  


  Local Information


  Friends of the Hank Aaron Trail, www.hankaaronstatetrail.org


  Milwaukee County Parks, 9480 Watertown Plank Rd., Wauwatosa, WI 53226; (414) 257-7275; www.countyparks.com


  Local Attractions


  Mitchell Park Conservancy—The Domes, 524 S. Layton Blvd., Milwaukee, WI 53215; (414) 257-5611; www.milwaukeedomes.org


  Urban Ecology Center—Menomonee Valley, 3700 W. Pierce St., Milwaukee, WI 53215; (414) 431-2940; www.urbanecologycenter.org


  GREEN TIP


  Enjoy and respect this beautiful landscape.


  
    3 Retzer Nature Center Trails


    


    Centered around the nature center, the trail system offers a wide variety of landscapes in a relatively small area. Pass through pine forest and on to a meadow overlook where you can scan the horizon for miles around, then descend into one of the few places in this part of the state to see a type of wetland known as a fen. Wildflowers and birds are abundant and you’ll cross a small stream toward the end of the hike.


    


    
      Start: From the trailhead near the nature center


      Distance: 3.0-mile circuit


      Hiking time: 1.5 hours


      Difficulty: Moderate due to steepness


      Trail surface: Grass, packed soil, wood chips, some boardwalk


      Best season: Spring through fall


      Other trail users: None


      Canine compatibility: Dogs not permitted


      Land status: County park


      Fees and permits: None


      Schedule: Daily, sunrise to 10 p.m. The Environmental Learning Center is open daily 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.


      Maps: USGS Hartland; at nature center


      Trail contact: Retzer Nature Center, S14 W28167 Madison St., Waukesha, WI 53188; (262) 896-8007; www.waukeshacountyparks.com


      Finding the trailhead: From downtown Milwaukee go west on I-94 to Waukesha and take exit 291 for CR TT. Go left (south) to US 18 and turn right. Follow this to CR DT and turn left. The next left is Madison Street, and the nature center entrance is on the right. Park in the lot near the learning center; the trailhead is to the left of the building as you approach. GPS: N43 0.91' / W88 18.68'

    

  


  The Hike


  


  This property was meant to be a retirement home for John and Florence Retzer. It started with a 90-acre purchase back in 1938, but in 1973 Florence left the land to Waukesha County, intending that it become a conservation park. They had already given it its start, planting thousands of trees and shrubs, bringing wildflowers back to land degraded by agriculture with the help of the Wisconsin Conservation Department. The following year, the nature center project began. Further land purchases in the 1980s brought the acreage to 335.


  The Retzer Environmental Learning Center and the Charles Horwitz Planetarium make this a great place to take the family. The trails offer a hike through a rather uncommon ecosystem known as a fen, a wetland with an internal flow of water rich with calcium and magnesium. Other parks generally have wheelchair-accessible portions of trails, but Retzer Nature Center also provides braille on signs along its accessible, 800-foot, paved interpretive Adventure Trail.


  As you approach the Environmental Learning Center, the trailhead and map board are on the left. Follow the asphalt path to a picnic area under pines. Go left of the picnic area on a wood-chip trail marked with color-coded posts. This is the Outer Hiking Loop (green). The trail immediately leaves the trees and starts off across meadows full of wildflowers on wide, mowed paths.


  [image: Wood-chip trails start in the forest and head out into open prairie. Preamtip Satasuk]


  The first juncture shows the Prairie Vista Trail (yellow) on your right, a 0.3-mile loop with an overlook of the prairie and the hills far beyond the park. Return to the Green Trail, and as you crest the hill, take a connector trail to the outer trail (Winter Trail). Follow that down the hill along the edge of the woods to get to the Fen Boardwalk Trail. This 0.75-mile loop passes through these unusual wetlands partly on boardwalks and offers an elevated observation deck. Parts of the trail may be soggy at times. You will pass over a small river on a footbridge as the loop returns to the prairie.


  Now backtrack up the hill and rejoin the Green Trail as it curves across the meadow. You cross the red Winter Trail just before entering the woods. Through here are more boardwalks over tiny streams and some moderate climbs. Watch on your left for the purple Orchard Trail, a 0.3 mile out-and-back spur trail past a barn to an observation point.
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  Return to the Green Trail and continue along the several boardwalks. At the next trail juncture the red Nature Trail Loop joins from the right. Take the left path until you come to the blue Prairie Pond Loop trail on your left. This path takes you almost 0.3 mile out to a pond and back to the learning center and the trailhead.


  Miles and Directions


  


  
    0.0 Start from the trailhead near the Environmental Learning Center.


    0.3 Turn right onto the Prairie Vista Trail for a 0.3-mile loop.


    0.8 Turn left onto the Fen Boardwalk Trail.


    1.2 Stop at the observation deck.


    1.8 Return to the green Outer Hiking Loop trail.


    2.3 Turn left onto the Orchard Trail for a short out-and-back.


    2.7 Arrive at the Prairie Pond Loop trail.


    3.0 Arrive back at the Environmental Learning Center.

  


  Hike Information


  


  Local Information


  Waukesha Pewaukee Convention & Visitor Bureau, N14 W23755 Stone Ridge Dr., Ste. 225, Waukesha, WI 53188; (262) 542-0330; www.visitwaukesha.org


  Local Attractions


  Friends of Retzer Nature Center, www.friendsofretzer.org


  Waukesha County Historical Society & Museum, 101 W. Main St., Waukesha, WI 53186; (262) 521-2859; www.waukeshacountymuseum.org. Learn about native son and guitar legend Les Paul, among many other things.


  GREEN TIP


  As you take advantage of the spectacular scenery offered by the Milwaukee area, remember that our planet is very dear, special, and fragile. All of us should do everything we can to keep it clean, beautiful, and healthy, including following the Green Tips you’ll find throughout this book.


  
    4 Muskego Park Trails


    


    The hardwood forest here is the subject of state scientific research, and the wetlands give a nice balance to the hike. A sort of open-air museum—or graveyard—of the agriculture days is an interesting distraction along the trail.


    


    
      Start: From the trailhead at Picnic Area #4


      Distance: 1.4-mile loop


      Hiking time: 30 to 60 minutes


      Difficulty: Easy


      Trail surface: Wood chips, packed dirt


      Best season: Year-round


      Other trail users: Horses


      Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs permitted, droppings pickup required


      Land status: County park


      Fees and permits: Daily entrance fee or yearly vehicle sticker


      Schedule: Daily, sunrise to 10 p.m.


      Maps: USGS Muskego; on park website


      Trail contact: Muskego Park, S83 W20370 Janesville Rd., Muskego, WI 53150; (262) 548-7801; www.waukeshacountyparks.com


      Finding the trailhead: From Milwaukee take I-43 south toward Beloit. Get off at the CR Y/Racine Avenue exit and go left (south) for 2.4 miles. Turn right onto CR L/Janesville Road; the park entrance is 1 mile on your right. Drive straight into Picnic Area #4, on your right. The trailhead is behind the restrooms and handicap parking space. GPS: N42 53.92' / W88 9.86'

    

  


  The Hike


  


  Another one of Waukesha County’s fine parks, Muskego Park includes a 2-acre swimming pond with a sandy beach and a campground with twenty-four first-come, first-served sites. The trail itself passes through a 60-acre hardwood forest—primarily old-growth red and white oaks—which has been designated a Wisconsin Scientific Area. The birding is good with plenty of woodpeckers, and the cerulean warbler, considered threatened here in Wisconsin, is a prize for one’s life list.


  From the trailhead begin going right on the trail loop. Whereas dog owners are obliged to pick up their companion’s droppings, horse riders aren’t. Watch your step. The next trail coming in on your right is the Bridle Trail entrance; keep going straight. At 0.3 mile you come to a trail juncture. The path straight ahead is actually the cutoff trail that curves and goes straight up through the center of the loop, crossing a similar path that bisects the loop from east to west. At this juncture you should take the right branch to stay on the outer loop trail.


  ▶ The name Muskego originates from the Potawatomi tribe, who named the area Mus-kee-Guaac before the arrival of European settlers. It was their word for “sunfish.”


  The trail curls around the south end of the park, and on your left you will see wetlands with some open water. At 0.6 mile the trail passes right along the edge of the backyards of local residences. Keep along the brush line and head straight across to where the trail heads back into the woods. After another 0.1 mile you pass the second cutoff trail on your left. Stay right. Just around the next bend you start passing through old, rusting hulks of farm equipment and an antique truck.


  [image: Heavily wooded, the trails at Muskego are colorful in fall. Preamtip Satasuk]
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  At 1.3 miles a trail to the right heads out to the park road; stay left to continue on the loop. A couple hundred feet past this trail, you pass the outlet from the east-west cutoff trail on your left. The next trail on the right takes you back to the trailhead.


  Miles and Directions


  


  
    0.0 Start from the trailhead in Picnic Area #4.


    0.3 Take the trail to the right at the juncture with the north-south cutoff trail.


    0.6 Pass by the edge of some backyards.


    0.7 Continue on the trail to the right at the juncture with the east-west cutoff trail.


    1.3 Pass the spur trail to the park road on your right.


    1.4 Arrive back at trailhead.

  


  Hike Information


  


  Local Information


  Visit Waukesha County, www.visitwaukeshacounty.com


  Local Attractions


  Minooka Park, 1927 E. Sunset Dr., Waukesha, WI 53186; (262) 896-8006; www.waukeshacountyparks.com. A fantastic dog park with some mountain biking trails as well.


  North of Milwaukee


  [image: Tamarack Circle Hiking Trail. Preamtip Satasuk]


  
    5 Lion’s Den Gorge Nature Preserve Trails


    

    This 73-acre park is named for a scenic gorge accessible by a bridge and stairs, but the Lake Michigan bluff views and beach access are worthy reasons to visit as well. And if that isn’t enough, the hike ends on a boardwalk along the edge of a US Fish and Wildlife Service wetlands. The park is very popular for walking dogs as well as some great bird watching.


    

    
      Start: From the trailhead at the parking lot loop


      Distance: 2.2-mile loop


      Hiking time: 1 hour


      Difficulty: Easy, but some stairs to the beach


      Trail surface: Dirt, crushed rock, grass, boardwalk


      Best season: Summer through fall


      Other trail users: None


      Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs permitted


      Land status: County park


      Fees and permits: None


      Schedule: Daily, 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.


      Maps: USGS Cedarburg; at trail kiosk and on website


      Trail contact: Ozaukee County Parks, 121 W. Main St., PO Box 994, Port Washington, WI 53074; (262) 284-8257; www.co.ozaukee.wi.us


      Special considerations: Portable toilets are at the parking loop. Many of the trails are wheel-chair friendly but not the beach entry, which is a series of stairs.


      Finding the trailhead: From downtown Milwaukee take I-43 north about 20 miles and get off on exit 92 for CR Q/Ulao Road. Go right (east) for 0.7 mile and take the second left, onto CR C. Drive 1.4 miles and turn right onto High Bluff Drive, following it 0.4 mile into the park. The trailhead is at the eastern end of the parking loop. GPS: N43 20.264' / W87 53.267'

    

  


  The Hike


  

  For such a small park, this one packs a lot of beauty. The scenic overlooks of Lake Michigan are just for starters. Add beach access, wildflowers, nice forest walks, a gorge carved into the rock, a small stream, and a boardwalk along a notable wetlands. Start down the trail from the parking lot and at the first juncture, take the short spur trail to the right. The first thing you come to is the wide view of the mighty Lake Michigan. Enjoy the view, then retrace the few steps back to the main trail and head north with the lake on your right.


  It’s a short distance to the central kiosk with park information and a map, though really, none is necessary. Take the trail to the right and find another great vista point with a bench. The trail continues past this area along the top of the cliffs. The trail is not so close to the edge, but it is something to consider if you have kids. It’s a steep slope to the lakeshore below.


  As you continue north into the woods with some shade, you pass cutoff trails that cross the center of this loop. Keep straight ahead and pass another spur trail on the right out to yet another scenic overlook at about 0.8 mile. Back on the trail you come to a 60-foot wooden bridge over a smaller offshoot of the larger gorge. On the other side is a trail juncture. To the left is


  [image: The beach along Lake Michigan near the gorge. Preamtip Satasuk]
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    6 Harrington Beach State Park Trails


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  

  [image: Beautiful Quarry Lake at the center of Harrington Beach State Park.]
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    7 Kohler-Andrae State Park—Dunes Cordwalk


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  [image: The cordwalk goes right through the dunes along Lake Michigan at Kohler-Andrae State Park.]
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    8 Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: Greenbush Hiking Trails


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  [image: Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: Parnell Tower Hiking Trail]


  

  

  

  [image: Looking out over Bear Lake Marsh at the western end of the Greenbush Trails. Preamtip Satasuk]


  
    

    
  


  [image: Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: Greenbush Hiking Trails]


  [image: A marshy area along the Greenbush Trails. Preamtip Satasuk]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    9 Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: Parnell Tower Hiking Trail


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  [image: Parnell Tower offers a commanding view of Kettle Moraine.]


  

  

  

  

  
    

    
  


  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    10 Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: Butler Lake Hiking Trail


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  [image: Butler Lake’s loop trail shares some mileage with the Ice Age National Scenic Trail. Preamtip Satasuk]


  

  

  

  
    

    
  


  [image: Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: Butler Lake Hiking Trail]


  [image: A view of Butler Lake through the trees.]


  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    11 Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: Summit Trail


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  

  

  [image: A scenic overlook from the slope of Dundee Mountain.]


  
    

    
  


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    [image: Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: Summit Trail]


    [image: Wooden steps along the top of the kame at Summit Trail. Preamtip Satasuk]

  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    12 Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: Zillmer Hiking Trails


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  

  [image: A scenic overlook from a bluff along Zillmer Trails. Preamtip Satasuk]


  
    

    

    
  


  

  

  [image: In the woods on Zillmer Trails. Preamtip Satasuk]


  [image: Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: Zillmer Hiking Trails]


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    13 Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: Tamarack Circle Hiking Trail


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  [image: Tamarack Trail circles Mauthe Lake and at times runs quite close to its edge. Preamtip Satasuk]
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  [image: Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: Tamarack Circle Hiking Trail]


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    14 Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: New Fane Hiking Trails


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  [image: A clear view of a wet kettle along the New Fane Trails. Preamtip Satasuk]


  

  [image: Kettle Moraine State Forest—Northern Unit: New Fane Hiking Trails]


  [image: The hiking trail intersects a mountain bike trail. Preamtip Satasuk]


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    15 Horicon National Wildlife Refuge Trails


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  

  [image: The boardwalk winds through the marsh at the national wildlife refuge at Horicon.]


  

  

  
    

    
  


  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    [image: Horicon National Wildlife Refuge Trails]

  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    16 Horicon Marsh State Wildlife Area Trails


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  

  

  [image: An observation deck offers a brilliant view of Horicon Marsh in the state wildlife area.]


  
    

    
  


  [image: Horicon Marsh State Wildlife Area Trails]


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    17 Glacial Blue Hills Recreation Area with Ice Age Trail


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  

  [image: The trail starts out straight between two parallel glacially formed ridges. Preamtip Satasuk]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    [image: Glacial Blue Hills Recreation Area with Ice Age Trail]


    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    18 Ice Age National Scenic Trail: Cedar Lakes Segment


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  

  [image: One of several short boardwalks over low areas amid the kames. Preamtip Satasuk]


  

  [image: Ice Age National Scenic Trail: Cedar Lakes Segment]


  

  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    19 Kettle Moraine State Forest—Pike Lake Unit Trails


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  [image: The trail at Pike Lake passes through rich hardwood forest. Preamtip Satasuk]


  

  

  

  

  

  
    

    
  


  [image: Kettle Moraine State Forest—Pike Lake Unit Trails]


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    20 Ice Age National Scenic Trail: Holy HillSegment


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  

  [image: From its perch atop a towering kame, Holy Hill Basilica offers an excellent view of the countryside and several glacial drumlins.]


  

  

  

  [image: Ice Age National Scenic Trail: Holy Hill Segment]


  [image: The Ice Age Trail segment below Holy Hill. Preamtip Satasuk]


  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    21 Ice Age National Scenic Trail: MonchesSegment


    

    

    

    
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

  


  

  

  

  [image: The northern trailhead of the Monches Segment. Preamtip Satasuk]


  

  [image: Ice Age National Scenic Trail: Monches Segment]
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An observation deck offers a brilliant view of Horicon Marsh in the state wildlife area
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From its perch atop a towering kame, Holy Hill Basilica offers an excellent view of the country-
side and several glacial drumlins
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A view of Butler Lake through the trees.
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The boardwalk winds through the marsh at the national wildlife refuge at Horicon.
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The trail starts out straight between two parallel glacially formed ridges. Preamip SATASUK
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Wooden steps along the top of the kame at Summit Trail. PrEAwTIP SATASUK
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Looking out over Bear Lake Marsh at the western end of the Greenbush Tiails.
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