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​Disclaimer & Author’s Note
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A Work of Fiction
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This is a work of speculative fiction. Any resemblance to real people, governments, organizations, or events—past, present, or future—is purely coincidental.

That being said, if certain parties see themselves reflected in these pages and feel uncomfortable, perhaps they should ask themselves why.

While this book is inspired by political discourse, historical tensions, and cultural dynamics, it is not intended as a literal prediction of events. Instead, it is a what-if scenario, a satirical reflection on the nature of power, sovereignty, and the stories nations tell themselves.

The articles, interviews, and reports within are not real—but the themes they explore? Those are very real indeed.

Author’s Note
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A nation is not just its borders, government, or economy—it is its people, its memory, and its collective will to remain distinct in the face of pressure, persuasion, or force.

This book is not prophecy, nor is it an academic forecast. It is a story. A possibility. A warning.

For some, it will read as satire—an exaggerated response to economic and political tensions that may never come to pass. For others, it may feel uncomfortably plausible.

For Canadians, it should serve as a reminder: national identity is not something that can be purchased, negotiated, or handed away in a trade deal.

For Americans, it is a thought experiment: what does it look like when a country says no—politely, firmly, and without firing a single shot?

And for everyone else, it is a lesson in history: that nations do not always fall by conquest. Sometimes, they simply fade into someone else’s story—unless they choose to write their own.

This book is fiction.
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For now.
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​Why The Moose & Herald? Why Emily Richardson?
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A note from the author
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Every story needs a voice.

When I set out to write this book, I knew I wasn’t interested in a detached, academic take on the annexation question. I wanted something alive—something that felt like a real, urgent conversation, unfolding in real time. That’s where Emily Richardson came in.

Emily is the journalist America wishes it could silence and Canada cannot afford to lose. She is sharp, relentless, and utterly unshakable in her belief that the job of the press is not to flatter power, but to confront it. She does not believe in false neutrality—not when the very existence of a nation is at stake.

She is also, in many ways, everything that modern governments despise in a journalist. She is unwilling to play by the rules of access journalism. She refuses to temper her words for the sake of political convenience. She does not accept that the inevitable is inevitable.

I created Emily because I wanted a voice that stood in opposition to the slow erosion of Canadian sovereignty, culture, and history. And I placed her inside The Moose & Herald because every journalist needs a home—especially when their reporting is deemed too inconvenient by the powers that be.

So why The Moose & Herald?

Because a moose does not back down.

It is not an aggressive animal—it does not seek out fights. But if threatened, it will hold its ground. It will defend its territory with a force that is undeniable and unrelenting.

That, to me, is what Canada should be.

The Herald part? That’s simple. A herald is a messenger of truth. It carries stories forward, keeps history alive, ensures that people do not forget what matters.

So, in the pages of this book, you will find a journalist who refuses to yield and a newspaper that refuses to be silenced.

Emily Richardson is not real, but she should be.

And The Moose & Herald?

Perhaps it should be, too.​
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​About Us: The Moose & Herald
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"Unyielding. Unapologetic. Unannexed."
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Founded in 1885 as a scrappy upstart newspaper in a logging town outside of Ottawa, The Moose & Herald has always prided itself on two things:
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	Saying what needs to be said, even when the powerful would rather we didn’t.

	Standing our ground—just like the moose we’re named after.
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While other newspapers have been bought, sold, and absorbed into corporate media machines, The Moose & Herald remains independent, untamed, and proudly Canadian.
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Our Mission:
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We are here to report the truth, challenge American exceptionalism, and remind every reader that Canada is not for sale, not for merging, and certainly not interested in becoming the 51st star on anyone’s flag. From the streets of Montreal to the frozen North, from hockey rinks to the halls of Parliament, we cover the real stories that matter—not the ones Washington wants you to hear.
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What We Believe:
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●  Canada is a country, not an economic asset to be acquired.

●  Journalism should speak truth to power, not bow to it.

●  If a moose doesn’t back down, neither do we.

●  Poutine is a national treasure, and if you disagree, you’re probably American.
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Our Team:
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Our fearless team of reporters, columnists, and investigative journalists includes some of the most sharp-witted, relentless, and occasionally stubborn Canadians in the industry—led by Emily Richardson, our senior correspondent and a journalist who refuses to let history be rewritten by those with the biggest megaphones.
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Notable Coverage:
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●  The Red Mittens Revival: How a Simple Pair of Gloves Became a Symbol of Resistance

●  The 51st State? Not Bloody Likely.

●  Poutine, Patriotism, and Protest: Why Canadians Are Reclaiming Their Culture

●  The War of 1812: If You Try to Take Us, Don’t Be Surprised When We Push Back
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A Word to Washington:
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We see you. We hear you. We reject you.

Kindly take your annexation plans, crumple them up, and return to sender.

We stand on guard. We always have. We always will.
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​Emily Richardson – Senior Correspondent, The Moose & Herald
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Emily Richardson is a journalist, a troublemaker, and—according to some—a national security risk.

––––––––
[image: ]


As Senior Correspondent for The Moose & Herald, she has spent the last decade asking inconvenient questions, uncovering uncomfortable truths, and generally making life difficult for those who would prefer Canada to sit quietly and comply.
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Born and raised in Ottawa, Emily grew up in the shadow of Parliament Hill, watching her father—a career diplomat—navigate Canada’s increasingly complex relationship with the United States. Her mother, a history professor, spent dinner-table conversations reminding her that nations are only as strong as their memory. 
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She took that lesson seriously.

––––––––
[image: ]


After earning a degree in journalism and political science from McGill University, Emily built a career exposing government overreach, foreign influence, and the slow erosion of Canadian sovereignty. She has reported from the frontlines of trade disputes, covered backroom political dealings, and once got herself thrown out of a U.S. embassy event for asking whether Canada was on Washington’s list of "future acquisitions."
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"I was escorted out politely," she says, "but the answer was never really ‘no,’ was it?"
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Emily has been called many things:
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●  "A thorn in America’s side" (a reporter from one of the abominable Times fish wrappers)

●  "The last real journalist in Canada" (an overly enthusiastic Twitter follower)

●  "A sensationalist fearmonger" (a U.S. senator whose name she refuses to print)
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She has won zero Pulitzers, been blacklisted from at least three U.S. press events, and has a standing
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