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      "A fast-paced, magical thrill ride that had me turning pages long into the night. Fans of female-forward urban fantasy with plenty of humor, hijinks, and heart won't want to miss it!"

      —C.J. Redwine, New York Times bestselling author of Rise of the Vicious Princess and the Ravenspire series, on Master of Shadows
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        * * *

      

      “Vivid world-building, a page-turning mystery and a smart, adventurous heroine in the process of discovering her own power and learning from her mistakes makes for another great addition to an outstanding urban fantasy series.”

      — Jayne Castle, New York Times bestselling author of the Harmony series, on Master of Shadows
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        * * *

      

      “Light-hearted books can get a bad rap, as though making readers smile is somehow a weakness on the author's part... Walker has a light touch with [her] prose, and the likable characters breeze through many of their interactions. Which isn’t to say that Tomb of the Queen lacks gravitas. No, there's a good story here with real edge-of-the-seat moments... It's fun from start to finish, and I’m going to keep my eye out for more from this “new” author.”

      —Charles de Lint, The Magazine of Mystery & Science Fiction on Tomb of the Queen
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        * * *

      

      “Writer Joss Walker brings the magic back! It will take a witch with heart, humor, and book smarts–plus some killer kick-boxing skills–to save the world, and Jayne Thorne is the witch we need now. Hold on tight, you urban fantasy fans, because once you open Tomb of the Queen, the action doesn't stop until the last thrilling page.”

      — Laura Benedict, bestselling author of the Bliss House trilogy, on Tomb of the Queen
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        * * *

      

      “A librarian gets recruited by the CIA to help track down rare and magical books... Jayne Thorne has just discovered that magic is real, and the CIA needs her help. After a crash course in Magic 101 she's sent to Ireland to investigate a rare manuscript. The start of this series is everything I love about urban fantasy: a wise-cracking heroine who diffuses tense situations with a joke, plenty of adventure, and an interesting magical world that exists alongside our own. I can't wait for more adventures with Jayne!”

      — John McDougall, Murder by the Book, on Tomb of the Queen
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        * * *

      

      “Joss Walker’s debut had me completely under her spell. Part cleverly plotted fantasy and part thriller, I was drawn in by her charming bookworm of a librarian with magical powers, dashing Irish rogue, and the complicated battle between ‘good’ and evil. Addictive and utterly delightful, this is a book to treasure.”

      — Paige Crutcher, author of The Orphan Witch, on Tomb of the Queen
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        * * *

      

      “Tomb of the Queen is a relatable, fun romp of a thrill ride! The characters are lifelike and well fleshed out, and the magic is done in a unique way that I have never seen before. I loved this book, and I'm sure that I will read it over and over again!”

      — Julie L. Kramer, USA Today bestselling author of Of Curses and Scandals, on Tomb of the Queen
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        * * *

      

      “This book was just my cup of tea! Or perhaps, my slice of pie? [image: winking face] Jayne Thorne, CIA Librarian is a relatable, lovable, and smart heroine dead set on vanquishing evil. A genius mythology twist, swoony budding romance, and gorgeous library imagery, paired with non-stop action, makes Tomb of the Queen a winner for fans of urban fantasy. Stop everything and read this book!”

      — Ashley McLeo, author of the bestselling Starseed Trilogy, on Tomb of the Queen
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        Oslo, Norway

      

      

      

      Hans Kaufmann did not set out to be a bad guy.

      On the contrary. He always saw himself in terms of good, a sliding scale that went from “You’re a good lad” to “Who’s my best boy?” to “Aren’t you an angel for bringing mummy her drinkies!”

      Boys brought up as angels did not become bad men. Especially ones blessed with magic.

      And oh, what magic it was. Magic so powerful, so intense, it must be kept secret from the world. Hans was an Adept, one of the few blessed with abilities to manipulate the natural world to do his bidding. He had access to the Torrent, a powerful river of stars where all magical power came from. The Torrent had been cursed many years earlier, and now, only a few Adepts could access it. When the world began, the Torrent was everywhere, dancing on the wind through the trees, magic as tangible as holding one of those leaves in your hand. Visible, tactile, accessible by anyone. That was no longer the case. Someone, no one knew who, had cast a curse that confined the Torrent and made it nearly impossible to reach.

      And so, magic died. It was forgotten by the masses, and only a few talented magicians remained to pass on the stories, the legends, the spells.

      The Torrent disappeared from the natural world and was accessible only through eight pockets scattered across the globe which were guarded by an ancient secret society of magicians called The Guardians. Guardians were bound by blood and oath to protect the Torrent from harm. They were special. They were good.

      Hans and his sister Ida had Guardian blood. Though Ida couldn’t access the magic in her blood, Hans could. He had been chosen, touched by this special sort of magic. The golden Guardian magic enhanced his Adept abilities. He could do things that made his mother’s eyes grow wide and drink her vodka faster. Ida would laugh and laugh, delighted by anything her big brother did, but his mother, who had always thought him a good boy, there was a sudden edge between them.

      As he grew to manhood, he would catch her watching him out of the corner of her eyes, and those sideways glances unnerved him. As if he was doing something wrong when in his soul, everything felt right. Hans was meant for magic, and stifling it was getting harder and harder.

      When he was told of his destiny, his sacred duty, and he realized that eventually, all his dreams for a new world would cease, and he would be latched to a pocket as its protector until his death, he began to wonder if this was a choice he was willing to make.

      Because Hans never understood why his magic should be kept secret. “If we are so powerful,” he would ask over dinner, night after night, “why do we not stand up for ourselves, and use magic to help people? Why don’t we cure sickness, eliminate famine, create peace for warring nations? Why do we hide in the darkness, when we could save people and live in the open? Why do we not change things?”

      And his mother, when she was sober, because holding back her own magic poisoned her in too many ways for a young boy to understand, would answer that magic was dead. Gone. His power was special, yes, but it wasn’t enough to make the world shift. It would take all the Adepts working together to do such a thing, and the world was too self-involved to care that there was once magic in the very air, as natural to the species as breathing.

      But answers like these were not enough for the insatiable curiosity of a good boy.

      Why do we not change things became What is the point of having magic if we can’t even use it?

      We could cure the world of sickness became We should change how the world perceives magic.  

      If we are so powerful…

      If we are so powerful…

      Why do we have to follow, when we can lead?
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