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Epigraph

The most important decision we make is whether we believe we live in a friendly or a hostile universe.

—ALBERT EINSTEIN
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Preface

Few areas of our thinking, or our circumstances, can be more stressful than work and money. The late actress Sophie Tucker is credited with having said, “I’ve been rich and I’ve been poor, and believe me, rich is better.” Most people would agree.

At a time when the institutional processes normally counted on to support our financial good have gone south, if not completely haywire, many people are looking for alternative routes to economic security. We want to work, but can’t find work. We want to invest, but don’t feel we can do so safely. We want to have enough money in the bank, and find ourselves terrified at the thought that we might not.

It is often at the moment when our way isn’t working anymore that we open our minds to consider something new. Finance is just one of many areas where an increasingly obsolete, materially based worldview is proving inadequate to the challenges of the times in which we live, and more and more people are finding practical wisdom in spiritual understanding. Dogmas and doctrines—both religious and economic—are being left behind as a deeper realization of the power of consciousness and its primacy in the creation of human affairs becomes a more popular avenue to a happy life.

Spiritual truth is expressed in many forms, both religious and secular. I have been a student of a set of books called A Course in Miracles—a self-study program of psychotherapy based on universal spiritual themes—for thirty-five years. As a teacher of the principles of the Course, I’ve had the opportunity to witness as well as experience their practical applicability. The crux of the Course, which is not a religion and has no dogma or doctrine, is the relinquishment of fear and the acceptance of love into our hearts to replace it. I’ve seen miraculous transformations occur when we change the nature of our thinking from fear and limitation to faith and love.

From a metaphysical perspective, every experience begins with a thought, and our experience changes when we change the thought. If we have a problem in any area—whether relationships, health, money, or anything else—the first place to look for a solution is in the nature of our thinking. This applies to money no more and no less than it applies to anything else.

This book is a guide to spiritual principles that pave the way to material abundance. These principles are based on my understanding of A Course in Miracles. Theory alone does not change our lives, but theory activated by mental shifts and behavioral follow-up becomes nothing short of miraculous help in even the most troubled times.

 

 

THE MAIN PRINCIPLE of A Course in Miracles, and key to the peace of God, is this: “Nothing real can be threatened. Nothing unreal exists.” Love is the all-encompassing reality of God and thus can have no opposite. The absence of love, which is fear, is mere illusion. Love is the only eternal truth, while fear is a hallucination of the mortal mind. Throughout this book, the fear-mind will be referred to as the ego.

Every thought is a cause that produces an effect. According to A Course in Miracles, every thought we think creates form on some level. If your mind is in a loving place—if your thoughts are of a high, divine vibration—your experience will reflect that. If your mind is in a fearful place—if your thoughts are of a lower, dense vibration—your experience will reflect that. The way to change the nature of your experience is to change the nature of your thoughts.

Seeking to solve a problem merely on the level of effect is not a true solution but only a temporary fix. Only when we address the level of cause—the thoughts that caused the original deviation from love—do we produce miraculous and fundamental results. By remembering what is real while in the presence of the unreal, we miraculously transform a problem on the level of its cause. A miracle is a shift in perception from fear to love—from a belief in what is not real, to faith in that which is. That shift in perception changes everything.

In our ability to think about something differently lies the power to make it different. Miraculous thinking does not represent a state of denial, at least not in the traditional sense. It doesn’t represent the magical thinking of simply looking away from something horrible and pretending it doesn’t exist. If anything, it is a state of positive denial: looking at something and knowing that since only love is ultimately real, nothing else has ultimate effect. The miracle-worker does not look away from the illusions of the mortal world but rather looks through them, thus invoking a world that lies beyond. This book is not about denying our economic problems; it’s about transcending them. It’s about realizing that illusions—no matter how entrenched they might be within the three-dimensional world—cannot stand in the presence of love.

Through the authority of loving thought, we are given the power to turn any situation that is not love back into love, starting with thinking about it differently. We do this by identifying our own lovelessness and being willing to let it go. Thinking this way—which is sometimes easy, sometimes not—is the mental habit of the “miracle-minded.”

God has introduced into our minds an Internal Teacher, authorized to help us cross the bridge from fear to love when we find it difficult to do so by ourselves. The Internal Teacher is called by different names, from the Comforter, to Jesus, to the Holy Spirit. Whatever name we use, it cannot be called on in vain. Miracles are a divine intercession from a thought system beyond our own, bringing inner light into a darkened world.

And miracles are summoned by conviction. Conviction can be seen as an attitudinal muscle that gives us strength to see beyond appearances and invoke the possibilities that lie there. With God’s help, our own particular worldly veil of illusion—whether it takes the form of bankruptcy, recession, or any other form of fear—is lifted, and we can see beyond it. No matter what our problem, or its form or size, an infinite field of miraculous possibility awaits our open-mindedness and love. “Miracles occur naturally as expressions of love,” according to A Course in Miracles. This book is about money, miracles, and love.

 

 

SOME PEOPLE MIGHT read this book and say, “Oh yeah? Well what about starving children in Africa? Are they poor because their consciousness is unaligned with love?” I’d like to take this opportunity to respond to that.

Starving children in Africa are not poor because their consciousness is unaligned with love; they’re poor because ours is. A billion people on earth live in “deep poverty”—that is, on less than a dollar and twenty-five cents a day. A billion more live on less than two dollars a day. Yet this is not an “exception” to the rule that love casts out fear. Quite the opposite, it is a collective lovelessness on the part of the advanced nations of the world that allows us to accept the reality of deep poverty,  thus deflecting a miraculous solution. When we collectively make love our bottom line—making humanitarian values rather than short-term economics the organizing principle of human civilization—then the situation will indeed miraculously change. According to economist Jeffrey Sachs, one hundred billion dollars (one-seventh of the annual military defense budget of the United States) could eradicate deep poverty within ten years.

For those interested in creating the political will to end the worst ravages of hunger and poverty, visit  www.results.org. May love prevail among us all.





Chapter 1

The Law of Divine Compensation

Some people walk into a room and the word “winner” is written all over them. You don’t necessarily know what their secret is, but you wish you had it. Was it their childhood programming? Family connections? Some amazing talent?

As many successful people as there are in the world, there are that many reasons for success. But one kind of material abundance derives from an almost otherworldly charisma, a sense of magic some people carry around with them like an aura of destiny. They may or may not have had the past experiences one normally associates with material success; their success seems almost to have come from something else.

This book is about that “something else” and the power that it gives us. It’s about a spiritual zone that has nothing to do with where we’ve been, how or whether we’ve been educated, or whether we’ve succeeded so far or have failed miserably. It’s about the ultimate success and perfection of God, potential in all of us whether made manifest or not, yet always available for full expression. Each of us is pregnant with the manifestation of that perfection, for that is who we are.

 

By aligning yourself with thoughts of infinite love for yourself and others, you gain dominion over the lower thought forms of the world.

 

This way is not a substitute for any worldly path to success so much as an inner way that informs all others. It is a path to material abundance through immaterial means, and a set of spiritual keys to worldly power. The ways of spirit are not the ways of sacrifice, but rather a way of opening yourself fully to the infinite glories of the universe.

The glories are there. They merely await your acceptance. What follows is an explanation of what they are, how they operate, and how you can tap into them.

 

 

THE UNIVERSE IS set up to work on your behalf. The world is not a giant, uncaring, random expression of biological processes, but rather a living, breathing reflection of love for all living things. The universe itself is miraculous.

You do not have to believe this, of course. It might not feel that way to you at all.

But spiritual laws aren’t called “the good news” for nothing. Spiritual truth is always at work, beyond what the eye can see. It describes an invisible “other world” that exists in a realm beyond our mortal circumstances.

Our interaction with the spiritual world is governed by our thoughts. When we know this truth and consciously align our thoughts with it—sometimes even despite how we feel—we activate its spiritual power. We transform our mortal circumstances by bringing our thoughts about them into alignment with a world that lies beyond.

If you think of yourself as being at the effect of a random universe that does not care about you, then you will experience your life that way. If you think of yourself as being at the effect of a loving universe that does care about you, then you will experience your life that way. 

No matter what is happening in our lives, we choose how we wish to think about it. And the greatest gift we give ourselves is often our willingness to change our minds. Despite what might seem to be the saddest and most intractable situation, we have the power to believe that something else is possible, that things can change, that a miracle can happen.

This simple shift in how we think can make all the difference in what happens next. How we think releases an infinite number of possibilities that could not have occurred had we not believed that they were possible. Such is the power of our thoughts to attract as well as deflect miraculous breakthroughs.

Free will means you can think whatever you want to think. You cannot, however, make untrue what is true or true what is untrue. The universe does care about you. The universe is set up to work on your behalf. And the universe is capable of bringing miraculous transformation to any situation of brokenness or lack. Regardless of what has happened in your life, the universe is able and prepared to bring you comfort and repair.

You are loved, and your purpose is to love. From a mind filled with infinite love comes the power to create infinite possibilities. We have the power to think in ways that reflect and attract all the love in the world. Such thinking is called enlightenment. Enlightenment is not a process we work toward, but a choice available to us in any instant.

Enlightenment is the answer to every problem. In any situation where you seem to be at the effect of forces over which you have no control, remember that God dwells within your mind, and there are no forces over which He has no control. Therefore, through His power within you, there are no mortal conditions over which you are powerless. Whenever your good is obscured by the appearances of a nonloving world, the universe is programmed to lift you out of that condition and return you to an abundant state.

As an expression of divine perfection, the universe is both self-organizing and self-correcting. To whatever extent your mind is aligned with love, you will receive divine compensation for any lack in your material existence. From spiritual substance will come material manifestation. This is not just a theory; it is a fact. It is a law by which the universe operates. I call it the Law of Divine Compensation.

Just as there are objective, discernible laws of external phenomena, so there are objective, discernible laws of internal phenomena. The law of gravity, for instance, is not just a “belief.” It is true whether or not you believe it. Spiritual laws are not just beliefs, either; they are descriptions of how consciousness operates.

Once we know this law—that there is a natural tendency of the universe to improve all things—then we lean naturally into the arms of God and allow Him to lift us up. We surrender our thoughts, then He uplifts our thoughts, then our experiences change.

The practical issue is whether we choose thoughts that activate or deactivate the Law of Divine Compensation. We activate it with every loving thought. We deactivate it when we give more credence to the reality and power of the material world than to the reality and power of love.

If our circumstances tempt us to think thoughts such as, “I must not be good enough,” “I will never have another chance,” “It will take forever for this to right itself,” or “I hate whoever is to blame for this,” then miracles, though they are programmed into the nature of the universe, cannot make their way into our awareness. With every thought we think, we either summon or block a miracle.

It is not our circumstances, then, but rather our thoughts about our circumstances, that determine our power to transform them.

The Law of Divine Compensation applies equally to all situations, but in this book we will focus on its application to money and the lack thereof. In a time of economic uncertainty—when circumstances make it particularly tempting to believe in the scarcity of the material plane over the abundance of the spiritual—our capacity to think differently is the miracle-worker’s edge.

Bills stare you in the face. Foreclosure looms. Credit is wrecked. Jobs aren’t available. And with all that comes chaos on many fronts. Who doesn’t need a miracle then?

If you identify only with your body and its reality, rather than with your spirit and its reality, then you’re tempted to think that diminished material assets somehow diminish who you are. But you are not merely a being of the material world; you are a being of unlimited spirit. And in spirit there is no lack. You are not lacking just because your circumstances are.

If your core belief is “I lack” and you carry that belief with you, then you will subconsciously perpetuate or create the circumstances that reflect the belief. But your circumstances are completely malleable: they simply reflect the dictates of your mind.

Regardless of what limits exist in your material world, your immutable truth is that you are an unlimited spiritual being. By remembering this, you summon the Law of Divine Compensation.

You are a loving idea in the Mind of God. Circumstances should not and need not tempt you to believe otherwise. The universe showers you with love not because of what you have done or not done, but because of who you are. Think of the universe itself as a personal love note from God to you. God is love, and in sharing His love you share His power. By aligning yourself with thoughts of infinite love for yourself and others, you gain dominion over the
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