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A Note to the Reader

This book is not written to win arguments or to dismantle faith, but to invite deeper seeing. If you come to these pages confident you already know the story of Israel, the Church, the Temple, the covenants, or the end of the age—I ask you to pause for a moment. Not to abandon what you believe, but to hold it with open hands. Scripture has a way of revealing more when we approach it with humility rather than certainty.

You will encounter questions here—some familiar, some uncomfortable. They are not meant to accuse, but to awaken. Not to divide, but to discern. Throughout history, God has often unsettled His people before He clarified His purposes. Shaking has always preceded revelation.

This is not a book about choosing sides. It is a book about allegiance.

It asks whether we have confused land with inheritance, power with promise, tradition with truth, or prophecy with spectacle. It invites us to consider whether the structures we defend still reflect the heart of the King we claim to follow.

Read slowly. Read prayerfully. Read with courage.

And if at any point you find yourself thinking, I already know this, consider that the Spirit may be inviting you not to know more—but to see more.

May these pages lead you not to fear, but to faith; not to arguments, but to understanding; and not to lesser kings, but to the One who is still being revealed.

—Tekoa Manning & Merri Trifiro

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​​

Introduction


[image: ]


As the first light of dawn began to break through the darkness, I found myself sitting in a white rocking chair beneath swaying palm trees, steam rising from my coffee cup as the morning mist hovered quietly around me. The birds had not yet awakened. The ocean was still unseen, but I could feel its presence—vast, waiting, faithful.

My husband, a late sleeper, would not be up for hours. Most mornings, I cherish this sacred time alone, but on this particular morning, I decided to text him at 5 a.m.: “Can we race to the ocean and watch the sunrise?” We had discussed this since moving to Florida a year prior but had yet to make it happen. I expected no response since I assumed his phone would be off, but suddenly, I heard the reassuring beep of an incoming message. “Let’s do it,” he replied. 

We filled our mugs, grabbed beach chairs, and drove through the quiet streets toward the shore. When we arrived, the beach was nearly empty—just a handful of early risers gathering as the horizon began to ignite. Burnt orange gave way to gold, purple softened into pink, and the sky opened like a curtain, revealing something holy.

Seabirds emerged as if on cue. A pelican hovered patiently near a fisherman’s bucket. Tiny sandpipers darted between sea and shore, their legs moving faster than thought. As the waves danced before us, my husband lifted his arms and declared, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.”

Without planning it, we found ourselves quoting Job:


Who enclosed the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb... when I fixed its boundaries and said, “This far you may come, and no farther.”

—Job 38:8, BSB


Standing before the vastness of creation, language fails. Words feel thin when trying to describe the One who made the sea, who clothed Himself in flesh, who reigns as King, yet came in humility. 

Later that morning, my husband asked how this book—King Revealed—was coming along. I told him I felt stuck. When he asked why, I said, “I want readers to see the Messiah the way we just saw the sunrise. I want them to feel His beauty, His gravity, His love. I want to reveal a King the whole world would want to know—not one shaped by power, spectacle, or empire, but by truth.”

And therein lies the challenge.

My husband nodded in understanding.

As I prayed over this manuscript, asking whom I should trust with its early drafts, one name surfaced repeatedly—a dear friend I had known for years. Only after sending her the raw manuscript did I come to understand the depth of her story. Raised Jewish, immersed in Zionism in her youth, and later called by Messiah Himself, her journey carried perspectives I could not manufacture or borrow.

Author Merri Trifiro brings a voice shaped by lived experience—one that spans Judaism, Christianity, antisemitism, and prophetic insight. Her testimony and scholarship add necessary texture to this work, and her contributions engage questions many are afraid to ask, but that desperately need to be addressed. 

At its core, this book wrestles with identity—Who is the King? How is He revealed? Where does He dwell?

The apostle Paul reminded the Athenians that the God who made the world does not live in temples made by human hands, nor is He served as though He lacked anything (Acts 17). And yet, the world remains captivated by structures, institutions, power, and visible authority. The world is often captivated by outward appearances, titles, and wealth, but the prophet Isaiah describes the King of Glory with drastically different adjectives: “He [Yeshua] had no form or majesty that we should look at Him, nor beauty that we should desire Him” (Isaiah 53:2, TLV). The prophet goes on to say that the Messiah was a man of many sorrows. We often encourage those who are sorrowful to cheer up, but the Messiah is portrayed as a man who was rejected—a man men ostracized and turned away from. 

These ten characteristics from Isaiah the prophet are as follows:

1. No beauty

2. No stately form or majesty

3. A man rejected

4. A man of sorrows

5. A man acquainted with grief

6. A man despised

7. A man who was not esteemed

8. A man men hid from

9. A man stricken by God

10. A man afflicted

Have we met this, Messiah? 

In the 1950s, a television show called To Tell the Truth featured three contestants, all claiming to be the same person. The host, Mike Wallace, would read a description of the real individual, while celebrities asked questions and voted to determine who was authentic. The real person had to tell the truth, while impostors could mislead. If Jesus Christ, known by His Hebrew name Yeshua Messiah, were to appear on the show today, would those questioning the panel be able to identify the authentic Messiah? I often wonder if our Messiah were stripped of centuries of tradition, cultural overlays, and religious and political systems—would we recognize Him? Or would we choose the imposter?

Two thousand years ago, the world was a vastly different place. There were no television screens, radio programs, cell phones, or airplanes. People walked along dusty roads wearing sandals. Yeshua appeared on the shore, at a well, a cemetery, a fishing boat, and whether with the elite or a wayward woman shunned by the elite, He appeared and changed the atmosphere. 

This book does not claim to answer every question. It does, however, invite you to return to the beginning—to the prophets, the Torah, and the testimony of Scripture—where truth is established by more than one witness. 

King Revealed is an invitation to lay aside inherited images, religious systems, and national allegiances, and to encounter the Messiah as He truly is. Not a King of empire, but a King of truth. Not a ruler who dominates, but One who lays down His life.

May we walk together—by the Jordan, through the prophets, and into a deeper understanding of a Kingdom not made by hands.

The question remains:

Will the true Messiah please stand up? 
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Who Am I?
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Merri Trifiro

Last year, Tekoa Manning, whom I fondly call Bon, asked me to read through sample drafts of King Revealed and provide feedback. After reading a few chapters, I felt the Wind of His Spirit stirring me. Shortly afterward, Bonnie asked me to contribute to this writing endeavor, and I sensed that this was a divine appointment.

Tekoa writes in detail, exploring various subjects from different perspectives, inviting readers to ponder truth at a soul level. I have always appreciated her scriptural foundation and the nourishment and insights she offers from His table.

I am honored to be included in this book and pray my contribution adds knowledge, wisdom and insight, opening new pathways for understanding Love’s Call to remember who we are as heirs and servants of the Most High. 

Before diving into my teachings, I would like to provide some context by sharing a few life experiences that have led me to this moment. My story is truly the King, Revealed—how the God of all Creation has melted, molded, shaped, honed, hammered, and set my heart ablaze for Him and His Beloved.
WHO AM I?

I was born in 1955, during the season of Pentecost/ Shavuot—a detail that later felt significant. I grew up in New England, specifically on the west side of Worcester, Massachusetts. My childhood was shaped by a Reform Jewish upbringing, surrounded by my Jewish parents and sandwiched between my two brothers, one two years older and the other four years younger than me. I attended Temple regularly from nursery school through my Confirmation.
A BITE OF LUNCH WITH A SIDE OF ANTISEMITISM

As a young girl, I experienced antisemitism firsthand, when I started second grade, in a new State, at a new school.  One lovely spring day, I took my seat along with others from my class in the cafeteria, a new experience for me. Several of us sat together at one of the big round tables. As I unpacked my lunch, I laid out my napkin, my cheese-on-matzah sandwich, some carrots, and apple slices and a single chocolate coconut macaroon. A boy at the table across from me pointed to my sandwich and roared. "What is that?  I explained, "I'm Jewish, and it's the week of Passover. It's just a cheese sandwich on matzah, which is the only kind of bread we can eat this week." That raised eyebrows, uncomfortable glances, and a declaration of "You're a Jew? No way, I'm not sitting with a Kike!" I soon learned that Kike is an ethnic slur directed at Jews.  The other kids at the table all got up and moved with him to sit at another table, leaving me sitting alone, shocked, hurt, and confused.  

"Don't sit with her; she's a dirty Jew!"

That moment left a deep imprint on my heart and marked the beginning of my awareness that being Jewish meant carrying both identity and burden.
I COULD NEVER FORGET I WAS A JEW 

Flash forward, it was 1970. I was a freshman in high school. At Temple, we were wrapping up our Jewish studies, which involved learning Hebrew, studying the Torah, and being immersed in Jewish history. Starting in 6th grade, and each year thereafter, we watched countless black and white reels that depicted the haunting images of emaciated bodies being bulldozed into mass graves. We glimpsed the smoking chimneys of the crematoria, and piles of clothing, shoes, and gold fillings taken from victims in the Holocaust. We became fully immersed in the history, establishment, and support of the State of Israel. 

Being an American Jew, growing up in the 1960s and 70s, the State of Israel was a significant focus of Jewish life. We were in the midst of the Vietnam War and had just witnessed the Israeli Six-Day War in 1967, followed soon after by the 1973 Yom Kippur War.  Though the term Zionism or being a Zionist was not specifically mentioned or used in my daily contexts at that time, the ideology existed as the front and center of our Jewish world view and cultural reality. 

On the day of my Temple Confirmation, holding my certificate and my new Tanakh, I looked up through the branches of a young, freshly budding tree and prayed a simple but transformative prayer:

“Adonai, I just don’t know... I feel like I’m missing something. If You really are the God of these scriptures, You are going to have to come tell me Yourself.”

That prayer would become the seed of everything that followed.
SAILING ONWARD

My life took a significant turn when I decided not to pursue a Liberal Arts degree at the University of Massachusetts. Instead, I enrolled in an Airline Industry Training School.  Unfortunately, I graduated just as airlines began laying off employees during the 1973-74 energy crisis, which was triggered by events like the Yom Kippur War and the resulting OPEC Oil Embargo. 

A couple of years later, I embarked on a familiarization trip aboard Windjammer Barefoot Cruises' S/V Fantome. Drawn to the sea, I requested a leave of absence to crew on the ship for six months to a year, with the assurance that my job would be waiting for me upon my return. During that journey, I met my first husband, Walter (Bud) Armstrong, a decorated Vietnam veteran who, like many others, was deeply affected by his experiences in battle and suffered from PTSD.
THE BECKONING

One pre-dawn morning, not long after my older son was born, that ten-year-old prayer from the Temple steps was answered in real-time. It was still dark, just before dawn. I was half awake, lingering in that gray area between sleep and consciousness, when I heard someone call my name. "Merri!" I sat up, thinking it must be my husband in the other room, but he was right there next to me, sound asleep. Fully awake now, I heard a crystal-clear voice call my name again and felt warmly enveloped by a glowing light that filled the room. I was breathless and overcome, tears raining down my cheeks when I heard LOVE speak! The most soothing, tender voice said, "I am Yahoshua; Jesus, the one you seek, Come with Me." Then, there was a profound silence. Yes, King Revealed! 

Until this moment, I had never felt comfortable saying the name of Jesus because, as a Jew, it was not part of my vocabulary. Suddenly, it became all I could utter! I have followed after and sought Him diligently ever since. My life and identity took on a wholly new light, and I was never the same! 

From that point forward, I walked continually, immersed in the Spirit, baptized, and involved in many church gatherings, ministries, and acts of service, I had become (as I am still becoming) a new creation. 
TROUBLES & DELIVERANCE

The next years held both joy and hardship—marriage, children, my husband’s struggles with war trauma, and seasons of upheaval. I held the responsibility of protecting my four children. After much abuse, addiction, a fire, once held at gunpoint, it was time. We managed to escape in the night on two trains to Massachusetts with just small backpacks. Through courage, prayer, and family support, we found safety and began anew. 
TURNING PAGES

A lot has changed in my life since those earlier dark days. Years later, I met and married my current husband, Mark, a Boston firefighter and a military veteran, and single Dad. We raised our blended family, and have since retired and moved to Florida, where we currently live by the sparkling sea, surrounded by His presence. I have continued to live, study, learn, and grow in my purpose. 
FAITH OR BLINDNESS

We are living in dire and daring times. Spiritual apathy and distractions pose a threat to the continuity of Testimony within and of the Church, which is His Body. There appears to be a dulling of the senses that has resulted in spiritual tinnitus and the formation of spiritual cataracts, leading both the Church and Israel into a precarious situation—two lovers ensnared by apostasy, seduction, and false identities.

In this message, I want to offer a broader perspective on Israel, Jewish identity, God's people, and the influences of Zionism and evolving antisemitism on the Church and contemporary worldviews. 

It is paramount that we remember that our true identity is found in God, alone, rooted in our purpose as His beloved—a Bride adorned with humility and grace, made ready for the Bridegroom. 

Are we dressed and ready?   

Let us begin.

1
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​The 3rd Temple
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If the Messiah is summed up as the Word made flesh, how important are the Messiah’s words? How deeply should we investigate them? Deeper, I believe. In John 4, a Samaritan woman at a well encounters the Messiah. He answers her directly, and with authority, and at one point tells her, “You worship what you don’t know, salvation comes from the Jews.” The Messiah’s name, Yeshua, means salvation, but the passage in John holds other details, small ones that can be missed: 


“Sir,” the woman said, “I see that You are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews say that the place where one must worship is in Jerusalem.” “Believe Me, woman,” Jesus replied, “a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.”


–John 4:20-21, BSB

Neither this mountain (Mount Gerizim) nor in Jerusalem. This is an interesting statement for the Messiah to make as today, 2026, the Orthodox Jews have steadily been gathering what they need to rebuild the Third Temple since 1987.  In the Jewish quarter of Jerusalem’s Old City, they have an altar of incense, the table of shewbread, and a golden menorah. The menorah is on display overlooking the Western Wall Plaza in Jerusalem:


The Temple Institute states that the menorah weighs one-half ton. It contains forty-five kilograms of twenty-four karat gold. Its estimated value is approximately three million dollars. The construction of the menorah was made possible through the generosity of Vadim Rabinovitch, a leader of the Jewish community of Ukraine. ​[1]


Those in charge of building the Third Temple claim that when the Temple is complete, they will have the lost Ark of the Covenant brought to the Temple in King David fashion. Revelation 11:19 states that the Ark of the Covenant appears in heaven. The earthly Ark of the Covenant was a copy or shadow of the heavenly one (Hebrews 8:5). The Book of Jeremiah states that there will no longer be the Ark of the Covenant:


They will no longer talk about the ark of the covenant of Adonai, nor will it come to mind or be remembered. Neither will it be missed or another one made again.

–Jeremiah 3:16, TLV

Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.

–Matthew 24:35, BSB

Do you not know that you yourselves are God’s Temple, and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?

–I Corinthians 3:16, BSB

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy Temple in the Lord,in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

–Ephesians 2:19-22, NKJ


Dr. Randal Price of Jewish Voice International explains in his article, Update on the Building of the Third Temple, that many Jews are not in support of the Third Temple and have a more spiritual way of thinking about their faith that does not involve messy politics or sacrifices. Still, other Jews, and especially Rabbi Chaim Richman, believe the Jewish people cannot reach their status without the Temple. Randal Price explains that the Orthodox Jews committed to a Third Temple believe that all the problems in the world, presently faced by the Jewish people, will be solved only by rebuilding the Temple:


Jewish leaders in the Temple Movement believe the Jewish people are not living on the spiritual level God intended because of the absence of the Shekinah (Divine Presence) from the world. Rabbi Chaim Richman, Director of the Temple Institute, which has produced all the ritual vessels necessary for the function of the Temple and works to train priests for this future work, says there is a connection between the need for a new level of spiritual attainment and the rebuilding of the Temple. Richman states: “The Shekinah (presence of God) is brought about only through the Temple. In terms of our mission as a people, we cannot in any way reach our spiritual status without the Temple.” ​[2]


Does Dr. Price envision the whole world seeing the glory of the Holy One after the Third Temple is built? Possibly. We as believers in Messiah know that the Holy Spirit was poured out in the Book of Acts at Pentecost, known as the Feast of Shavuot in Hebrew, but as stated above, Randal Price says the Shekinah glory is only brought through a man-made Temple: 


When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like a mighty rushing wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw tongues like flames of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.


–Acts 2:1-4, BSB


After they had prayed, their meeting place was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

–Acts 4:31, BSB


Observant Jews recite the Amidah, also known as the Standing Prayer, three times a day. In this prayer, they petition God for essential human needs such as health, knowledge, and sustenance. They also implore God to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple, restore sacrificial rituals, and reestablish their Jewish faith in Israel. Some scholars believe that the Third Temple will usher in a millennial kingdom, during which the priests will be reinstated, and sacrificial offerings will resume. The Jews connected to The Temple Institute are actively preparing for the Third Temple by training kohanim (priests) who are descendants of the Aaronic line.

The Book of Hebrews describes Yeshua/Jesus the Messiah as our High Priest:


Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.

–Hebrews 4:12-15, NKJ


Much of the world is looking to Jerusalem and waiting on the Third Temple because they feel that after this occurs, then the Messiah will come the 1st time for the Jews and the 2nd time for the Christians. Nevertheless, there are many people groups who are not watching for a Third Temple. 

Revelation 21 states that the New Jerusalem descends from heaven and is heavenly. John saw no Temple in her and proclaims that the Temple is Adonai (my Lord) and the Lamb is Yeshua/Jesus. Many religions have their own Temples and areas of worship. Israel is not the only nation dealing with Temple issues or religious holy sites. Men love to build structures, and with their religious beliefs come religious traditions. Muslims must pray facing the Kaaba, a cube-like structure located at the center of the Great Mosque in Mecca. Muslims consider the Kaaba to be the house of their god, Allah.  Allah is translated as “God” in Arabic. Trip, a website featuring the nine most holy Temples in the world, describes a Temple in Varanasi where millions of Hindus gather yearly:


Kashi Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi, India is dedicated to the Hindu deity Shiva. Widely considered one of the most important Temples in Hinduism, it is set on the western bank of the River Ganges. Varanasi is an important place of pilgrimage for Hindus. Each year millions venture to bathe in the river. The sacred waters are a source of spiritual purification, thought to carry away sin. ​[3]


Most religions have a Mikvah, a baptism, a spiritual river of cleansing. But I ask you, the Hindus traveling to Ganges River, are they concerned about the Third Jewish Temple being built? Bear with me as I continue this thought. The grand opening of Ram Temple in Ayodhya, India occurred in January 2024, and the area where the Ram Temple was built used to house a Muslim Mosque: 


For Hindus, the site marks the birthplace of Lord Ram, one of the revered deities in the Hindu faith. But the site is also revered by India’s Muslims for having once housed the 16th century Babri Mosque, a monument of faith for Indian Muslims that stood on the site for centuries before it was razed by a Hindu nationalist mob in 1992. Sectarian riots ensued, killing some 2,000 people. 

For many Indian Muslims, who make up 15% of the population, the destruction of the Babri Mosque remains an open wound, says Ayyub. “To be constantly reminded of the scar,” she says, “and now to be told that the entire nation is celebrating this Temple being built on a mosque—it’s like rubbing salt into an already existing wound.” ​[4]


Each religion has constructed a dwelling for their deities, adorning their Temples with lavish gold. Right before Yeshua told His disciples that not one stone on the Temple would be left upon another, they pointed out the beauty of the Temple: 


As some of the disciples were remarking how the Temple was adorned with beautiful stones and consecrated gifts, Jesus said, “As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one will be thrown down. 


–Luke 21:5-6, BSB

Do you recall St. Peter's Basilica? According to one archaeological source, the cost of St. Peter's was 33 billion dollars in 1626. St. Peter’s Basilica was completed after 120+ years of construction, during the reign of 18 different popes, at incalculable cost, and under the direction of 12 different architects. Measuring more than two football fields in length. It is by far the largest church in Christendom. 

To begin with, I would like to clarify that my intention is not to imply that a Third Temple will not be constructed. Throughout history, humanity has consistently demonstrated a tendency to build monumental structures that aspire to reach the heavens, as exemplified by the Tower of Babel. One may ponder whether we are currently experiencing a modern-day equivalent of Babel. With the advancements in contemporary earpiece technology, we now have the capability to wear devices that translate various languages directly into our ears. This innovation evokes memories of the scenes described in the Book of Acts, where fiery tongues were present:


Astounded and amazed, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? How is it then that each of us hears them in his own native language? ​Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome, both Jews and converts to Judaism; Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”’

–Acts 2:7-11, BSB


Today, we can see and speak with people all over the world on a handheld device, and men still love buildings — ­­the bigger the better. In fact, the name Babel is Hebrew. Babylon comes from Greek. According to Abarim Publications, Babylon became proverbially applied to any large and overbearing government. “Then a second angel followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, who has made all the nations drink the wine of the passion of her immorality” (Revelation 14:8, BSB). In Genesis 10, Nimrod creates the first of several cities of Shinar. Tradition has shown Nimrod in a not so positive light, but tradition is often just that. Although, the name Nimrod means “rebel,” Genesis 10 describes Nimrod as a mighty hunter before Yahweh.

Abarim Publications is an intriguing website that provides in-depth insights into the names found in the Bible, along with their meanings and commentary. They have dedicated considerable effort to exploring the character of Nimrod, and I encourage everyone to read their findings. Below is a brief overview and a more detailed exploration of both Babel and Nimrod:


Nimrod’s name suggests that he embodied the object of rebellion, but back when there was no empire to rebel against, the rise of empire was the actual rebellion. In nature all chaos must increase (or entropy, rather), which means that constructing a modern empire will be opposed by nature itself. This also suggests that the final Jerusalem of the Revelator's vision will not be a fascist empire which can only function when all human enthusiasm is perpetually stifled, but rather one that resembles a natural jungle in which anything lunges for the light and grows into wherever there is room. Nimrod created a string of cities, which obviously required both a battle against nature's forces and those of primitivity. The first city Nimrod created was Babel or Babylon, which became the very center of learning in which the exiled Judahites perfected the texts that we know as the Old Testament. ​[5]


If the Bible is best understood by the beginning of the Book, and we are spiritually traveling back to the Garden of Eden, we must not forget that the flood came before Babel. We are told in the Book of 1st Peter that the earth will be baptized in water and lastly in fire. A flood can represent a sudden abundance of knowledge. Paraphrasing Matthew 24:39, “The people were oblivious until the flood came.” Water cleanses, fire purifies, both are needed. I believe we are living in a Babel period of time, but this could last centuries: 


“Where is the promise of His coming?” they will ask. “Ever since our fathers fell asleep, everything continues as it has from the beginning of creation.” ​But they deliberately overlook the fact that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed, and the earth was formed out of water and by water, through which the world of that time perished in the flood. ​And by that same word, the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 


–II Peter 3:4-7, BSB

Different opinions vary between scholars concerning the Third Temple in Israel and also proclaiming a 4th Temple, perchance Ezekiel’s Temple. However, Ezekiel’s Temple was given on the stipulation that the people would repent. Bet Yeshurun Ministry looks deeper into this conundrum in their teaching titled, A Temple Tale. The author points out that the Temple mentioned in Ezekiel was not in the city:


Ten times in chapter 48 Ezekiel uses the term “the city” (Hebrew, iyr H5892). The Biblical Illustrator says, “Ezekiel does not think that the Temple should be in the city, and he separated them by a distance of about three miles. The city is about two miles square. It has land on either side of it which is to support the people. Ezekiel makes no provision for the growth of the city, nor for the increase of the Levites, nor for the priests; there they are and they are going to abide forever. Ezekiel places the Temple about 3 miles distant north of the city, so that it cannot be said to be the “Temple of Jerusalem.” A more accurate description would be “the Temple of the Terumah,” or “the Temple of the Oblation.” ​[6]


The three-mile distance is noteworthy because the Third Temple is believed to be constructed in the older part of Jerusalem. Another interesting detail to consider is that Ezekiel's Temple was vastly different from Solomon's. Bet Yeshurun mentions features unique to Ezekiel’s Temple:

	No wall of partition to exclude Gentiles (compare Ephesians 2:14). The Gentiles were previously welcome in the Outer Courts but excluded from the inner courts on pain of death.

	No Court of Women (compare Galatians 3:28) Outer Court and Inner Court only

	No Laver (see Ezekiel 36:24-27, John 15:3)

	No Table of Shewbread (see Micah 5:4, John 6:35)

	No Lampstand or Menorah (see Isaiah 49:6, John 8:12)

	No Golden Altar of Incense (Zechariah 8:20-23, John 14:6)

	No Veil (Isaiah 25:6-8, Matthew 27:51)

	No Ark of the Covenant (Jeremiah 3:16, John 10:30-33)


In the Book of Ezekiel there is a table, but it is twice the size and ambiguous. There is no mention of gold or bread or even the four horns of the altar: 


The altar of wood was three cubits high, and the length thereof two cubits; and the corners thereof, and the length thereof, and the walls thereof, were of wood: and he said unto me, This is the table that is before the LORD.


–Ezekiel 41:22, KJV

Without the items listed above (1-8), would we still need the Levitical priest? Sometimes, teachers place the Levitical priesthood on a pedestal, but they were just like any other men. For example, when we read about the prophet Elijah, who raised the dead, built an altar, and called down fire from heaven, we see that he was just an ordinary man. As stated in James 5:17 (BSB), “Elijah was a man just like us.”

We are looking for a Messiah who tabernacles among us—not the glory of a building. Holiness has never belonged to structures but to surrendered lives. 

​2

​​The Final Heifer and the Living Temple

If












	The heifer must be completely red, without blemish or discoloration

	Even two non-red hairs render it invalid

	It must never have been used for labor

	It is slaughtered outside the camp—not within the Temple

	Its blood is not applied to the altar or mercy seat

	Its ashes are mixed with living (spring) water

	The waters are used to purify those contaminated by   death












































​​A Royal priesthood​

​Much of what modern believers assume about priesthood, authority, and even Judaism itself emerged after the Temple’s destruction—through historical adaptation, not fresh divine command. When the Temple fell, the people were forced to reimagine how faith would function without sacrifices, altars, or a centralized priesthood. From this disruption arose synagogues, rabbinical leadership, and structured readings of Torah. These developments preserved the faith, but they were responses to loss, not restorations of God’s original design. This distinction matters.























































































​​Prisca and the priesthood
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	Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus. . . (Romans 16:3)

	Greet Prisca and Aquila. . . (II Timothy 4:19)

	When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him in and explained to him the way of God more accurately. (Acts 18:26)

	When they reached Ephesus, Paul parted ways with Priscilla and Aquila. (Acts 18:19)





















































​​Shadows on the Altar

























	A future time of global tribulation occurs

	Israel undergoes severe suffering

	Two-thirds perish

	The surviving one-third becomes the faithful remnant that recognizes Messiah



	Babylonian destruction (586 BC)

	Roman destruction of Jerusalem (70 AD)

	Bar Kokhba revolt (132–135 AD)



	It can sound like the suffering of Jews is required or inevitable

	It ignores the historical suffering Jews have already endured

	It risks turning prophecy into fatalistic expectation
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​​When the Shadow Fades
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​​​​The Ultimate Sacrifice






































	the covenantal order

	the Temple-centered world

	the governing framework of worship and authority




	“I did not command sacrifices” 

	“I desire mercy, not sacrifice”

	“Burnt offerings You did not desire”


























	No New Testament/ Brit Hadasha writer instructs Temple rebuilding

	No apostle teaches reinstituting sacrifices

	No letter prepares the churches for a future Levitical system










































​​​​Not Made with Human Hands
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​​​​The Church and Israel

































































​​​​The Land, The People, The Covenant
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​​​​​When a Nation Took a Name
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​​​​The Embodiment of Lawlessness






































​​​​The Harlot in Priestly Garments











































































​​​​Choosing Whom We Will Serve

































​​​​Discernment in a Time of Shaking




































​​​​The Beastly System














































	The Covenant given to Abraham: "I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you; and all the families of the earth will be blessed through you" (Gen. 12:3).

	The blessing then goes to Isaac in Genesis 26:3-5.

	The blessing flows through Isaac to Jacob in Genesis 28:12-15. Jacob was renamed Israel.

	Israel is God's spiritual people (Galatians 6:16; Romans 9:6-8)

	Yeshua Messiah prophesied that the temple would be destroyed (AD 70). Hebrews 8:13 says: “What is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.”

	After 70 A.D the Temple fell. The priesthood ended. The sacrificial system ceased. 

	After Yeshua's death, resurrection, and ascension, we learn that all who are in Messiah Yeshua are blessed. 

	There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise. (Galatians 3:28-29). 

	All government powers today worldwide are full of corruption and will eventually fall. 

	Genesis 18:19 indicates that Abraham needed to "keep the way of the Lord" in order to receive God's promises. Deuteronomy 28:1 and 15 clearly state that blessings are tied to obedience while curses result from disobedience.




















​​​Reflections on Zionism and the Land



























	Hundreds of Arab farming villages

	Towns with Muslim, Christian, and Jewish populations

	Agricultural production including olive oil, wheat, grapes, and soap














































​​​The Scofield Influence and Modern Prophecy






















	

	

	
	

	
	

























































​​​​Antisemitism and Zionism


























































​​​​Failed Attempts to rebuild the Temple


















	The Spies bring a bad report: So they brought the people of Israel bad news about the land they had spied out, saying, “The land we have gone to spy out is a land that destroys those who go there to live. All the people we saw in it are very large.” (Numbers 13:32)

	Both Temples were destroyed on the 9th of Av: The First Temple was destroyed on the 9th of Av (423 BCE). Five centuries later (in 69 CE), as the Romans drew closer to the Second Temple, ready to torch it, the Jews were shocked to realize that their Second Temple was destroyed the same day as the first.

	The battle of Betar was lost

	The Romans plowed over the Temple Mount

	The Jews were expelled from England

	The Jews were banished from Spain

	World War I

	World War II and the Holocaust, historians conclude, was actually the long drawn-out conclusion of World War I that began in 1914. Jewish tradition notes that Germany declared war on Russia, effectively catapulting the First World War into motion, on the 9th of Av, Tisha b'Av. ​[51]





















































Ezekiel’s Temple















	No wall of partition to exclude Gentiles (compare Ephesians 2:14) The Gentiles were previously welcome in the Outer Courts, but excluded from the inner courts on pain of death.

	No Court of Women (compare Galatians 3:28 (Outer Court and Inner Court only)

	No Laver (see Ezekiel 36:24-27, John 15:3)

	No Table of Shewbread (see Micah 5:4, John 6:35)

	No Lampstand or Menorah (see Isaiah 49:6, John 8:12)

	No Golden Altar of Incense (Zechariah 8:20-23, John 14:6)

	No Veil (Isaiah 25:6-8, Matthew 27:51)

	No Ark of the Covenant (Jeremiah 3:16, John 10:30-33)








































































​​​​Jot and Tittle













































​​​​Oral Transmission



































































​​​​The Week of the Son






















































	Foul painful boils

	The sea turned to blood

	The rivers and streams turn to blood

	The 4th angel poured out his bowl on the “sun” and it scorched people with fire. “People were scorched with fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God—the One who has power over these plagues. But they did not repent to give Him glory” (Revelation 16:9, TLV)

	Beastly kingdom plunged into darkness, and demonic spirits performing miraculous signs.

	Great river Euphrates water dries up to prepare the way of kings from the east.

	A great earthquake which has never happened since mankind has been on the earth.
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​​​​The Word Made Flesh














	Laws must be written on skins of clean animals.

	The scribe (sofer) must be a verifiable Jew.

	Copies must be tied with strings of clean animals.

	The length of the scroll (sefer) must contain sixty (60) letters, and the width must contain thirty (30) letters.

	The ink must be black.

	No more than one letter can be written from memory.

	If a mistake is made, the copy must be destroyed and a new sefer (scroll) is begun.

	The space of one hair between consonants must be maintained.

	Maintain the space of nine consonants between every section.

	The 5th book of Moshe must end exactly at the last line.

	The sofer must sit in full Jewish dress.

	The sofer must wash (mikvah) his whole body before beginning.

	The pen must not be newly dipped in ink when writing the name of YHVH.

	The sofer must not look up to address even the king if he is not finished with a skin.

	All numerical values of the Hebrew letters going up, going down and going across in the old copy must match exactly the numerical values of the new copy. (Who ever counted the letters of the Koran, Book of Mormon, the Vedas or any other piece of literature, for that matter?)

	The new copy is considered to be the most authentic copy. Only the new copy is to be read in the synagogue. The old copy is then destroyed by fire and buried. ​[76] 














































































​​​Closing
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