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Events do not happen in categories—economic, intellectual, military—they happen in sequence. When they are arranged in sequence as strictly as possible … cause and effect that may have been previously obscure, will often become clear, like secret ink.

BARBARA W. TUCHMAN
“PRACTICING HISTORY: SELECTED ESSAYS”
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INTRODUCTION

History is context. We choose our history by selecting certain events to include in the narrative. Those events take their meaning in relation to other events. And these narratives make up the myths of our culture—myths that are changing all the time. My idea for a chronology of Native American history grew out of the paradigm shift that resulted from the quincentenary celebration of Columbus’s arrival in the western hemisphere in 1492. Like many people expecting a lively celebration of Columbus’s heroism, courage, and mythic vision, my imagination was captured instead by the “view from the shore.” The point of view presented by indigenous peoples was one of great native contributions and great European injustices. Their perspective changed the narrative of time and challenged the conventional myths of the Americas.

In colorful contradiction to centuries of national Columbus holidays and mainstream history texts, indigenous peoples throughout the hemisphere launched demonstrations to publicize the historical reality of the Arawak Indians and Columbus’s genocidal search for gold. At the time Columbus landed on the island he dubbed Hispaniola in 1492 there were an estimated 30 million people in Mexico and the Caribbean Islands (Columbus’s brother counted over one million male inhabitants in the Dominican Republic in the census he conducted to determine how many adult males should be bringing in gold for tribute) and another estimated 50 million in the U.S., Canada, and South America, many of whom lived in highly complex cultures with sophisticated knowledge of astronomy, agriculture, metalworking, weaving, geography, measurement of time.

America has been notably uninterested in the people who lived here before the European invasions of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. In the year A.D. 750, when London was still historically insignificant, the sixth-largest city in the world (including Constantinople and Alexandria) was Teotihuacán in the Mexico Valley, near what today is Mexico City. In the year 800 the Hohokam were irrigating the land that today is Phoenix and building seven-story apartment buildings at the same time the former barbarian Charlemagne was being crowned emperor of the Holy Roman Empire (which, to quote Voltaire, was neither holy nor Roman). The largest pyramid outside of Egypt was (and can still be seen today) in Cahokia, Illinois, near the confluence of the Missouri, Illinois, and Mississippi Rivers, a remnant of the great Mississippian civilization. The Mississippians left thousands of temple mounds and geometric earthworks along the lands of the Mississippi River valleys in settlement patterns so dense that when the Arkansas Archaeological Society recently put all 21,700 sites on a computerized map it showed a thoroughly settled state by the 1300s. Albert Gallatin, Jefferson’s secretary of the treasury, was the first to write about the great architectural marvels of the Mississippi Valley and the “mound builders.” He was joined by Henry Brackenridge, an early explorer of the Ohio Valley as far south as Louisiana. “An immense population has once been supported in this country,” he observed about the thousands of geometrically arranged mounds that laced the South. But these were colonial Americans intent on land acquisition. Knowledge and exploration were in the service of real estate. American mythology required a virgin continent and “a vanished race.” By 1950 over 90 percent of the archaeological marvels written about by Gallatin and Brackenridge had been declared valueless and lost to highways, railroads, farmlands, real estate development, shopping malls.

By 1992, however, a parallel narrative had been constructed by Native American writers. Their refusal to venerate Columbus’s heroism and “discovery” raised a lot of questions: How can you “discover” a hemisphere that has over 70 million people? Why couldn’t the European Christians “see” the Native peoples as fellow human beings? Is it true that Pilgrims in Plymouth, America’s first permanent colony, survived their first winter only because of the instruction of an English-speaking Indian named Squanto? Did the principles of the Iroquois confederacy influence the drafters of the U.S. Constitution? How did the agricultural products of American Indians—corn, beans, squash—enrich the diet and health of Renaissance Europe? Were there great urban centers in America long before London or Paris were founded? Ultimately, the sputtering of Columbus’s historic flame was best symbolized by the fate of the modern replicas of his boats. Instead of making triumphant entries into dozens of American harbors, the Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria ended up marooned and bankrupt in New York, punctuation marks for the questions of America’s new history.

Like many books, this chronology began as part of another project, a book on the contemporary strip-mining of Hopi and Navajo lands on Black Mesa in northern Arizona, and the U.S. government’s removal of some 12,000 Navajo in what has become the largest Indian removal since the 1800s. To frame the political sequence of events, I constructed a chronology of the land dispute between the Hopi and Navajo along with a parallel chronology of the multinational energy companies’ requests for coal-mining leases. I intended to include it as an appendix. But history is yesterday’s politics. Soon I found myself researching the nineteenth century, when America’s first Indian agents were renegotiating agreements the Navajo and Hopi had made with the Spanish in the seventeenth century; these in turn were based on dates of settlement, such as the year 1150 when the Hopi settled their first village on the Hopi mesas. Although the modern-day conflict has been structured in the language of the American legal system, certain larger questions presented themselves. Who are the Hopi? Where did they come from? And what about the Navajo? When did they migrate from Alaska to the American Southwest? How do we conceive of an America that didn’t begin in 1620? The great Anasazi sites like Mesa Verde and Chaco Canyon testify to sophisticated agriculture, extensive trade routes, complicated architecture, urban planning, and complex religious and political systems. Their centralized population is estimated at somewhere around 200,000; yet they still have not been included in the narrative of American history. Although there were only five Native American entries—Apache, Geronimo, Navajo, Chief Joseph, and Indian Summer—in the 5,000 names, dates, and concepts included in the Dictionary of Cultural Literacy, which purported to define all that a culturally literate American should know, most of us want to know more.

This chronology attempts to take Indian history out of the setting of anthropology and put it in the context of cultural history. I hope the reader might take from this a new sense of historical pattern, a larger framework in which to connect the jigsaw-puzzle pieces of history. It is meant for the general reader whose curiosity has been piqued by some of the new books about Native American history, as well as for the student, educator, or researcher looking for larger historical perspectives on the American experience. A chronology of Native American history offers the opportunity to bring together in a lively, exciting way material that has not been given historical or cultural connection before.

Because language reflects changing concepts, I have used a variety of terms interchangeably to refer to America’s indigenous populations—“Indians,” “Native Americans,” “American Indians,” “Native peoples,” “indigenous peoples.” The problem of clarity of terminology began with Columbus. He was lost. The people he met were not Indians because he was not in India. But for five centuries since Columbus the indigenous peoples of this hemisphere have been called “Indians.” They are, in fact, many different peoples and many different nations with many different languages. Today the U.S. government recognizes more than 370 separate tribes or Indian peoples. Consequently, terminology is in flux. History, usage, and tradition have made “Indian” a widely used term. Indian peoples themselves often use the term “Indian,” as in the Museum of the American Indian, the American Indian Movement (AIM), and the American Indian Quarterly. In the 1980s, “Native American” came into popular usage as a more historically appropriate term, but has recently fallen into disuse, since technically anyone born in North or South America is a “native” American. Alternatively, Indian people also use “Native,” “Native Peoples,” or “First Peoples.” I have used different terms in different contexts, depending on how Indian writers use the same term on the page. (Oral use is somewhat different.) The important element to remember is that there is no single ethnic group called Indians; there are hundreds of peoples with distinct languages, religious beliefs, ceremonies, and cultural traditions. Using the term “Indian” is no more precise than using “European” to denote an Englishman.

For purposes of this book I have defined North America as Mexico and the United States up to the Canadian border, although in historical reality the borders were artificial. The organizing principle on the ground seems to have been watersheds and river systems. Population estimates for this area fluctuate wildly. Indian populations were dynamic and in constant motion, migrating from Mexico into the Southwest and up the Mississippi River system to Canada and back again; or from Alaska along the California coast and across the Southwest to the Atlantic coast. Shells from the Florida Keys have been found with the Cree in Canada; turquoise from the Southwest has been found in Natchez graves in Louisiana. Trade routes laced the entire continent as far north as Hudson Bay, and a map of known Indian trade routes of the continental United States shows that no region was unsettled. Indian artifacts and archaeological ruins have been found throughout the United States. Sites of great architectural sophistication were located all along the river systems of Ohio, Kansas, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Illinois, Alabama, Georgia, Texas, Oklahoma, and Wisconsin, as well as the Colorado Plateau region of the Southwest.

Population figures have been greatly revised over the past 10 years. Although all sites were not simultaneously occupied, population estimates at the time of Columbus range from 7 to 45 million people in South America; 7 to 30 million people in Mexico and the Caribbean islands; and one to 18 million people in the U.S. and Canada. Some revised estimates go as high as 110 million people in the entire western hemisphere. The variations are based on the interpretation of the numbers of settlements, the duration of settlement, the areas of land cultivated multiplied by the numbers of people they might have supported. I have used the more conservative of the revised estimates. About the only fact everyone agrees on is that there were far more people living in the Americas than was formerly believed or that our history books have told us.

In developing the two columns that make up the contextualized chronology, I have placed in the right-hand column Native American historical events as well as events that greatly affected Native America. In the left-hand column I have put world events or American governmental events that were outside Indian control but which framed the larger political and cultural environment in which Native peoples had to respond. Actions by the rulers of Spain, England, France, and Russia were distant but had particular impact on Native Americans. To use a recent example from the American political system, Indians were not allowed to vote until 1924, but they were expected to register for the draft for World War I. The problems of Indian veterans returning to their reservations after the war caused great dislocations and hardships while at the same time Indian tribes were without means to give political voice to their grievances. The Indians’ belated right to vote is in the right-hand column; the war in the left.

Occasionally, certain events fall between the two columns. The first celebrity Indians in Europe were four Mohawk chiefs who agreed to accompany the English Indian agent to London in 1710. Although their historical visibility occurred in England, their historical impact stemmed from their later influence on Iroquois loyalty to England against the colonial Americans. I have placed the Mohawk visit of 1710 in the right-hand column.

Viewing global events with a focus on land issues, technology, population, and religion in conjunction with Native American history reveals the complex fabric of indigenous knowledge of agriculture, medicine, and astronomy that enriched Europe. It provides a unique perspective with which to explore America, an exploration we are still undertaking. In fact, some might say we are approaching the millennium by beginning the exploration of America’s deeper history.


1
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28,000 B.C. TO 1 B.C.—PREHISTORY AND HISTORY

We locate events in relation to the birth of Jesus Christ—before his birth (B.C.) and after his birth (A.D.). This is not a universal time measurement. The Chinese started recording time over 4,300 years ago. Many Buddhist societies date the current year as 2585, counting from the year the historical Buddha was born in 560 B.C.1 Recorded history actually begins about 5,000 years ago. In Mesopotamia texts from the city of Ur have been dated to 2800 B.C., which can also be calculated as 4,826 years ago. (2,800 years, plus 30 years that Jesus lived, plus 1,996 years after his death). The Mayan calendar is based on the date 3372 B.C., which would be 5,368 years ago (or “Years Ago,” as many contemporary archaeological texts refer to time “Before Present”). People around the globe have a very different sense of what time is and how it should be measured. (For a century after Europeans invented the watch, it only kept track of hours; the minute hand was not added until the seventeenth century.) Pope Gregory introduced our calendar, the Gregorian calendar, in 1582 to correct an error in the Julian calendar, which had fallen 10 days behind astronomically. Great Britain did not adopt the Gregorian calendar until 1752; Russia and Greek Orthodox countries didn’t adopt it until 1918. It was finally adopted worldwide in 1950.

It has become standard in archaeological texts to measure time back from the present and say “30,000 Years Ago,” or “Years Before Present.” However, since I need to correlate with commonly accepted western dates measured by the Gregorian calendar, I have used B.C. and A.D. Occasionally I have also inserted the alternative measure to indicate another concept of time. For many Native Americans time is conceptually complex: mythical time, historical time, and personal time are all integrated within the same paradigm. Creation stories incorporate geological time and evolutionary time. The Mayas conceived of time as cyclical, and organized their calendar along three different intermeshing wheels. Some living Native American languages, like Hopi, have no tenses and all events take place in a continuous present. One Native American, whom I asked about this issue of time measurement, answered, “The question is, where do you place zero?”

Biblical time starts human history in the Middle East. In truth, if there was a “cradle of civilization” it was in Africa over a million years ago. If we start human history at the moment we fashioned the first recognizable tools, our ancestral anthropoids (Homo erectus, Australopithecus, etc.) emerged somewhere in Africa over a million years ago. The evidence of our origins resides in archaeological findings—tools, hearth charcoal, remains of horticulture, bones, pottery, stone structures, cliff dwellings, cave drawings, flints, basketry, remnants of carved wood. History based on written documents roughly covers the past 5,000 years. Prehistory and history are the interrelated record of human beings; each requires the decoding of different symbols and materials.

The earliest human record in North America is hearth charcoal found on an island off the California coast, dated to 28,000 B.C. By 12,000 B.C. Stone Age sites were located all over North America in all the areas not covered by glaciers. Human fossil remains have been found in Mexico City dated to 10,000 B.C. At the same time the Sumerians were growing barley in Mesopotamia around 3000 B.C.—in the theoretical cradle of civilization between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers—people in Mexico were growing maize and squash and had evolved a sophisticated horticulture with extensive irrigation canals. What is now Poverty Point in Louisiana is believed to have been first built sometime around 3000 B.C. Cotton was grown in Peru around 2500 B.C. And when Coronado arrived in Arizona in 1540, he was greeted by people in the area of the present-day pueblos wearing woven cotton.

28,000 B.C.


World History

Stone Age residents left cave carvings, stone tools, and skeletons in the Dordogne region in southern France. In North Africa in the countries now known as Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, inhabitants left stone hand axes. In Egypt the residents of this period constructed a 100-foot terrace. In Africa tools, points, and stone implements were fashioned by early inhabitants. Other sites with stone tools, scrapers, points, axes dating to this same time have been found in Palestine, China, Japan, Siberia, Russian Turkestan, Southeastern Asia, Brazil, Venezuela, and Oceania.




Native American History

Earliest known date for inhabitants on California’s coastline. California’s early settlers left hearth charcoal on Santa Rosa Island, off the coast of California, attesting to inhabitants who lived along the California coast at least 30,000 years ago. Since only human beings light fires, and charcoal remains can be carbon-dated, hearth charcoal is the best evidence of the migration routes of our early ancestors. They followed several different migration routes along the California coast and inland into Central and South America. However, the California coastline from this era, still in the age of glaciers, is now 300 feet under the sea and the rare sites survive only on islands. (Brazilian rock shelters have also yielded hearth charcoal dating to 28,000 B.C.)

The floor of the Bering Sea emerged as dry land during the late Pleistocene glacial advances, approximately 28,000 B.C. to 10,000 B.C. Asian hunters followed big game herds migrating from Siberia into Alaska along this route. (See “The Bering Land Bridge or Berengia” here.)





27,000 B.C.


Native American History

Settlement in western Alaska. This date is based on the discovery of a tool identified as a caribou scraper and dated to 27,000 B.C. This area, as well as the Yukon River drainage of central Alaska, was free from ice during this period, sealed off from the rest of the continent by western Canadian ice.
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THE BERING LAND BRIDGE OR BERENGIA

During the period of the great glaciers, a subcontinent known as Berengia rose from the ocean and connected Siberia with Alaska. A flat land mass believed to have consisted of tundra, it expanded to almost 1,000 miles across, depending on glacial flow, or narrowed to 100 miles in width. Great herds of mammals crossed the bridge onto the North American continent, and hunters from Asia followed the game. Presently submerged under the Bering Sea2, Berengia was believed to have appeared and maintained itself during the period of the great glaciers, when ice caused the seas to lower. The human migrations took place over thousands of years. These early residents, sometimes called Paleo-Indians, traveled along the natural ice-free corridors that existed between glaciers. They hunted mastodons and other big game animals of the Ice Age, woolly mammoths, outsized bison, great stags. They also gathered wild plants and fished. Eventually they spread inland across North America, crossing to the Atlantic coast; they also migrated southward into Central and South America, where stone points from this era have been found in caves near the Strait of Magellan.

The migrations were regulated by ice. When the glaciers melted, the water contained in the ice flowed back into the seas and Berengia disappeared under the ocean. When temperatures dropped and the glaciers re-formed, Berengia reappeared. The last Ice Age ended only 10,000 years ago. However, as recently as 3000 B.C. Aleuts and Athabascans were still crossing the Bering Sea by means of dugout canoes and skin boats or walking across the ice in winter. Many of the people who migrated across the Bering Strait adapted so well to the Arctic climate they stayed. We know them as the peoples of modern-day Alaska, including Aleuts, Inuits, Yupiks, and Eskimos who live in the lands of the sub-Arctic Circle. The Eskimos are believed to have arrived as recently as 1,000 years ago. Although theory poses the idea that migration was consistently north to south, a somewhat more dynamic model seems to be accurate, with people migrating in both directions over thousands of years. The migration myths of some Alaska natives, for example, hold that their people originally “came from the south.”
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25,000 B.C.


Native American History

Settlement in New Mexico. In the Sandia Mountains of New Mexico paleontologists have found tools which include worked flint and obsidian crafted into knives, scrapers, choppers, and spear points. Anthropologists named the human residents according to the name of the site where a particular tool was found, thus: Sandia, Clovis, Folsom, Plano, etc. The Clovis-era human was far more numerous than the Sandia, and Clovis stone points have been found in every state of the continental United States.





16,000 B.C.


World History

The first art in the painted caves of Lascaux, France, reveals that prehistoric hunters could also draw and paint. Cave paintings in red and black show people hunting mammoths, big stags, bears, ibex, bison, tapirs, and rhinoceros-like animals. One figure of a bull is 16 feet wide and shows aspects of three-dimensional drawing techniques.





15,000–13,000 B.C.


World History

The hall of bison in caves in Altamira, Spain, shows black bison, a red horse, deer and wild boars in a mural painting executed across a 45-foot cave ceiling. The prehistoric painters used red iron oxide and manganese to etch their paintings in rock.





12,000 B.C.


Native American History

Paleo-Indians settled in all the un-glaciated corners of both North and South America. They followed shoreline migration routes or inland routes between glaciers. The three different periods of glaciation affected not only coastline locations but climate, environment, habitat, vegetation, and animal life.





11,000 B.C.


Native American History

Colorado settled. The first Paleo-Indian site to be studied was at Lindermeier, Colorado, just south of the Wyoming border. These early Coloradoans lived a nomadic life based on collecting wild plants and hunting large game.
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Western Hemisphere migration routes. These migration routes from 10,000 B.C. have been suggested by archaeological sites along these corridors. The absence of sites in California (except on islands) has been explained by the fact that during the glacial age the coastline was three hundred miles out to sea. This map suggests the variety and extensiveness of migration routes and illustrates why migration stories are central to Native American cosmologies. According to oral traditions, travelers went in both directions, not simply north to south.

10,000 B.C.


Native American History

Saugus, Massachusetts, settled. Hearth charcoal and stone tools of Paleo-Indian residents of Massachusetts were found in the excavation of what is now the Saugus Iron Works Historic Site. The Indians who had lived continuously for over 10,000 years at the site, which contained a rich vein of iron ore, disappeared within 50 years of the establishment of an industrial furnace in 1630 by the Massachusetts Bay Colony. The New England Iron Works, founded by the son of the colony’s governor, John Winthrop, used the Indians as forced laborers. They were unable to survive in the suffocating heat, deafening noise, and flying streams of hot metal. The reconstructed iron works can be visited today as a National Park site.

Mexico City settled. Human fossil remains found near the pyramids of Teotihuacán dated to 10,000 B.C.





10,000–7000 B.C.


Native American History

The final Ice Age. The glaciers receded. Throughout North America, glaciers began to melt. Berengia disappeared under rising oceans. The melting marked the end of large-scale migrations from Siberia. Over the next 3,000 years climate changed dramatically, with corollary shifts in vegetation and habitat for big game species. Many of the big mammals gradually became extinct and Indian bands based on hunting big game like the woolly mammoths had to shift their settlement patterns. (Scholars debate whether or not the big mammals died out from climatic changes or over-hunting by humans.) Paleontologists believe that as societies tried to replicate the growing of wild plants they became more sedentary and their economies more diversified.





9000 B.C.


World History

In the valley between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers permanent settlements began in the area later called Mesopotamia.




Native American History

Beginnings of agriculture in Mexico. Inhabitants of south central Mexico in the Valley of Tehuacán began to experiment with a wild grass called teosinte. They kept seeds and began to germinate new strains of the grass, which eventually evolved into maize, or corn.





9000–8500 B.C.


Native American History

Settlement sites throughout North America: Meadowcroft Rockshelter near Pittsburgh; Blackwater Draw, New Mexico (campsites and bison kills); Danger Cave, Utah (woven containers and grinding tools); Agate Basin, Wyoming (bison kills); Bonfire Shelter Site, Texas (bison kills); Olson Chobbock, Colorado; Lehner mammoth site, Arizona; Bull Brook, Ipswich, Massachusetts. The bones found in bison kill sites suggest that herds of bison were driven over a cliff or into an arroyo, surrounded, and killed. These bison belonged to the big mammals of the Ice Age and multiplied into enormous herds on the prairies as their natural predators—lions, bears, tigers—died out. The sites suggest a migration route down the California coast to southern California, across Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas; then heading north towards Illinois and the Great Lakes, and across to the Atlantic coast.





8000 B.C.


World History

World population estimated at five million people.





7000 B.C.


Native American History

Extreme changes in North American climate and animal life. The Laurentide ice sheet retreated as far north as the Great Lakes. As the ice retreated the climate warmed, and flora and fauna changed. Mastodons, woolly mammoths, outsized bison, giant sloths, small prehistoric horses, and other great mammals of North America began to die out. As the ice sheets moved north, the tundra transformed into great grassland prairies. Evergreen (conifer) forests became deciduous with leaf-bearing hardwood trees. In the warming temperatures jungles developed in Mexico, and woodlands spread from the Atlantic coast inland to the Midwest.





6000 B.C.


World History

In Iran and Soviet Turkestan people lived in permanent settlements and developed pottery-making techniques.




Native American History

Settlement sites of this period in North America show a great variety of tools, trade goods, and burial relics. In Columbia River sites in Oregon archaeologists discovered diverse tools related to salmon fishing; in California many settlement sites were located around San Diego and Lake Mohave; in Michigan not far from Detroit archaeologists found tools such as scrapers, projectile points; in Utah archaeologists discovered sites with remains of wood, leather, fur and basketry. In the Great Basin area, where early residents lived in caves or rock shelters, archaeologists found basketry, sandals, the atlatl (a club or throwing stick), small stone points, digging sticks, smoking pipes, seashell ornaments, deer-hoof rattles, medicine bags, and bird-bone whistles. Such artifacts reflected complex trade networks as well as a diverse economic life.





5500 B.C.


Native American History

Southern California settled by people referred to as the Encinitas culture. Grinding stones and shell remains suggest an economy based on the sea and farming marine resources. In the San Diego area, the Encinitas tradition endured until 1000 B.C.





5000 B.C.


World History

Events dating back to this period appeared on the Egyptian calendar. Earliest cities in Mesopotamia.




Native American History

First cultivation of maize in Tehuacán Valley in central Mexico.

Arizona and New Mexico settled by the Cochise culture. They displayed a great knowledge of desert environment and the harvesting of wild plants and seeds. Seasonally migrating through the region, they built their homes in cliffs, caves, and desert valleys. They gathered and stored a wide variety of wild plants and were believed to lay the groundwork for the extensive agricultural development of later peoples of the same region.





4500 B.C.


Native American History

First mounds built along lower Mississippi. Watson Brake settled near Monroe, Louisiana. This is the oldest circular monument discovered in North America.

Northern California settled. These first Californians built sturdy, semisubterranean earth lodges. As the climate warmed they shifted to lighter surface dwellings made of brush.
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Inside the Whale House. The Whale House of the Chilkat Indians of coastal Alaska was a meetinghouse and repository of objects and art of the history of the tribe. Since Europeans only understood history as transmitted through written records based on a linear sense of time, they were often at a loss to comprehend the cyclical time of native cultures, in which thousands of years of migrations and history were passed on visually in symbols and pattern and through storytelling. Percy and Pond were former Alaskan gold prospectors who set up a photography studio in Juneau, Alaska. Sometime in 1895 they stumbled into a potlatch of a member of Chief Klart-Reech’s Whale clan, in which the tribal member gave all his material goods away. They were made honorary members of the Chilkat tribe. The chief invited them into the Whale House where they took this extraordinary photo showing a house screen, elaborately carved boxes, masks, two guns, helmets, a ceremonial dance apron, and an enormous carved head. They sold the photo as a postcard which violated the sanctity of the Whale House.

4000 B.C.


Native American History

Settlements at Kodiak Island, Alaska. The Ocean Bay Tradition. As the sea level stabilized, Aleut and Inuit hunters, who exploited mammals and fish in the area, created numerous tools and permanent sites to develop a marine-based economy. To the north at Onion Portage, Alaska, on the Kobuk River, settlers shifted to caribou hunting as a means of sustenance. This region was continually used as a major village or base camp in a central trade route for 5,000 years.

Hunters built permanent base camps at a location known as the Koster site in Illinois. Throughout the Midwest similar permanent hunting encampments of this era were found.





3500 B.C.


World History

Sumerians settle on the site of the city of Babylon. Great floods in the Mesopotamian region.





3372 B.C.


Native American History

The earliest date of the Mayan calendar, on which all later Mayan dates were based. No one knows what event took place at that time, but it is believed to relate to an astronomical calculation and marks a particular cycle of measured time. The Mayas of Mexico and Guatemala conceived of time in terms of cycles within cycles. The smallest measurement was a religious year of 260 days inside a secular year of 365 days. The Mayan civilization in Yucatán, Mexico, developed a complex but precise calendar that located time within large cycles like intermeshing wheels. They had a system of measuring time, based on precise knowledge gained from celestial observation, that was more accurate than the calendar later adopted by Pope Gregory. (Some Mayan documents placed the end of the world in the year 34,000.)





3000–2800 B.C.


World History

The end of prehistory and the beginning of recorded history.

Commonly cited dates for beginning of Mesopotamia, the invention of writing with the clay tablets of Ur, the development of agriculture in Sumer with the cultivation of wheat and barley. The building of ziggurats, stepped pyramidal towers, began on the plain and spread south to Egypt where they evolved into pyramids. The culture of Mesopotamia spread south and stimulated the development of the Nile Valley. Other settlement sites of the same period were in Crete, along the Danube, in China, and in Palestine.





3000 B.C.


World History

Beginning of astronomical observations in Egypt (in later centuries in Babylonia, India, and China). The classical Sumerian age in which astronomy and mathematical knowledge developed. Egypt introduced the calendar of 365 days. Sumerian cuneiform writing recorded legal and religious codes.

Extensive irrigation works developed along the Nile in Egypt. The Nile Valley where the ancient civilization flourished was 750 miles long and 13 miles wide, with little rainfall. The annual flood of the Nile and the elaborate irrigation works made its settlement and agricultural development possible.




Native American History

Tehuacán Valley in Mexico occupied. Horticulture developed with extensive cultivation of maize (corn), squash, beans, and other crops. Archaeological records show villages developing in area that is today the Mexico basin, including Mexico City as well as lowland areas around Veracruz on the Gulf Coast. These early Mexicans built large buildings made from quarried stone, traded in jade, and made tools from obsidian, a volcanic glass which they shaped into weapons and sharp implements.

Southern California. In some areas of California the Encinitas culture, which was based on fishing, was replaced by a hunting culture which traded extensively in shells and obsidian. They were the ancestors of the modern Chumash of the Santa Barbara region.

Arizona and New Mexico horticulture began with the cultivation of maize, beans, and squash. Planting patterns show corn and beans planted together. (Beans put nitrogen back into the soil while corn takes it out.) Farming techniques were similar to those found in the Valley of Mexico. These are believed to be the ancestors of the later Hohokam and Mogollon peoples and the modern Pueblo peoples.





2600 B.C.


World History

Pyramids of Gizeh built in Egypt, followed by the Great Pyramid of Cheops. Cheops originally rose to a height of 481.4 feet and covered a base area of 13 acres. Its construction utilized plumb-lines, A-frame construction, and inexhaustible manpower.




Native American History

Southeast U.S. settlements were located largely in river valleys and based on fishing. Many sites show evidence of long-distance trading, large population clusters, and more complex settlements.

In Peru, South America, there is evidence that cotton was cultivated.





2500 B.C.


Native American History

The highland villages of the people called the Olmecs in Mexico (“Olmec” is an Aztec word which means “people of the region of rubber”) continued to grow and claim larger tracts of land. As agricultural techniques, they employed both irrigation and terracing. Their influence may have spread north to the southwestern U.S. At the same time period, advanced horticultural techniques, more sophisticated tools, and better food storage (pottery) began to expand in the U.S. Southwest.

Archaic Indians developed sophisticated fishing techniques in Boston, Massachusetts. A basketry weir at the mouth of the Charles River was found during excavation for a modern subway. The weir had been used to trap the fish as the water flowed out of the river during the retreating tide. The weir, perfectly preserved in the river mud, was attributed to Archaic Indians who are believed to have used the Boston site as one of their summer camps. For thousands of years what is now Boston existed as a base camp or trading village.

In California Archaic Indians lived in permanent villages, buried their dead in mounds, and made shell ornaments and beads which were widely used in trade. They also made bowls, pipes, and baskets. They were the ancestors of the major indigenous cultures of the Central Valley—the Yokuts, Miwok, Maidu, Wintun, and Ohlone.

Early pottery in Florida and Georgia. Plant fibers were used to strengthen the form. Their large pots and storage jars represented a major technical advance in the preparation and storage of food and contributed to the end of the Archaic tradition in which people moved continually among different sites. The ability to store food meant that people could grow surplus crops and establish permanent settlements.





2180 B.C.


World History

End of Akkadian civilization in Mesopotamia. Trade flourished in Persian Gulf, Iran, Syria, and as far as the Indus Valley. Invasions by the Guti hordes from the Zagros brought the Akkadian dynasty to an end.





2060–1950 B.C.


World History

Sumerian renaissance and the Dynasty of Ur. Babylonian mathematics reached its highest level. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon, a terraced tower temple, became one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient world.





2000 B.C.


Native American History

The ancestors of the modern-day Inuit moved as far east as Greenland and established settlements. They developed unique hunting techniques and tools to survive in the remarkably harsh climate. Eventually they arrived in subarctic eastern Canada.

The first long-term settlements at Poverty Point, Louisiana. Evidence shows that the people who lived here began to save seeds gathered from the floodplain to plant the following spring. These early residents of the lower Mississippi Valley cultivated four agricultural crops: squash; sunflowers; mash elder, a berry-producing shrub; and chenpodium, a thick-leafed herb. (The last two are no longer cultivated.) They also created small votive objects of clams, falcons, and owls and made cooking pots of steatite brought from Alabama, Tennessee, and Georgia. The requirements of agriculture and storage of surplus crops transformed many hunting groups into more sedentary, horticultural societies and 500 years later produced great earthen architecture at Poverty Point. Up until this time evidence suggests that settlements moved every 30 or 40 years, after the soil was exhausted. (There is a museum at Poverty Point, located 55 miles west of Vicksburg, Mississippi, which displays some of the early artifacts found here.)

Great Lakes region. Inhabitants of this area mined copper and hammered it into a variety of tools and beads for trade.

Corn became a staple crop in Mexico. Olmec trade flourished. Horticulture became more sophisticated. In addition to corn the Mesoamericans (a term used to identify the advanced societies of central and southern Mexico and the Yucatán) developed experimental horticulture with other seeds and roots. They eventually produced beans, legumes, chili peppers, avocados, gourds, squash, cocoa, and, most important, cotton, which would serve as an important trade good. Over centuries of experimentation they would evolve a sophisticated horticulture which included crops unknown in Europe or the Middle East, such as potatoes (originally developed in Peru), yams, sweet potatoes, chocolate, tapioca, vanilla, peanuts, and various varieties of peppers. After the fifteenth century A.D. these crops would eventually revolutionize European agriculture, and corn would eventually change world agriculture. (Today, corn is half of America’s agricultural output.)

Despite the widespread impression that Native peoples lived by hunting—as late as the 1800s Justice John Marshall was saying that “all Indian sustenance comes from the forest”—the indigenous peoples of the Americas shaped their societies around agriculture and highly inventive horticultural techniques, which were often supplemented by fishing and hunting. The laborious processes involved in gathering and germinating roots and seeds, and finding ways to store foods, formed a crucial part of the knowledge and technologies of these early cultures.





1728 B.C.


World History

Hammurabi, king of Babylonia, reunited the kingdom. Due to a shift in the course of the Euphrates River, Babylon became the capital of the empire. Hammurabi’s Code, the most famous work of the period, defined criminal laws, lines of inheritance, medical procedures. Babylonian letters flourished; Akkadian was the common language.





1570–1320 B.C.


World History

In Egypt priests under Akhenaten wrote a new religion based on Aten, a sun god, and consolidated a variety of cosmologies, myths, and rituals in a collection of religious documents of the Eighteenth Egyptian Dynasty. The Eighteenth Dynasty was the greatest of all Egyptian dynasties.





1500 B.C.


World History

Greeks victorious at Troy. Led by King Agamemnon, the Greeks of Mycenae, Athens, Tiryns, and Thebes united in a joint war against the city-state of Troy in Asia Minor (Turkey). The Trojans held out for a long time against the Greek siege, but, according to legend, the Greeks won by means of the Trojan horse, made famous by Homer in the Iliad. This was the last war of Greek expansion as Greece itself was then invaded by Dorians from the north. (Archaeological dating of the destruction of the sixth level of Troy is 1193 B.C. Homer’s Troy is 1184 B.C.)




Native American History

Georgia and Florida Indians’ pottery techniques improved to the production of fine fired earthenware ceramics.

Poverty Point mounds expanded in Louisiana. The first of the great Mississipian sites. It consists of six D-shaped concentric half circles approximately six feet high, opening to the river. The outermost ring is four-fifths of a mile in diameter. The innermost ring is 2,000 feet in diameter. On the circumference of the outermost ring is a mound 70 feet tall and approximately 700 feet square at its base, which is thought to have been in the shape of a falcon. One theory holds that Poverty Point was constructed by Olmec pioneers or settlers who migrated along the Gulf of Mexico into the Mississippi Valley and built monumental architecture similar to that found in Mexico, with the same design of temple platforms and enclosures forming sacred spaces but using earth instead of stone. They carried millions of baskets of earth to form the mounds, and were able to duplicate the geometric rings to almost exact measurements; modern aerial photography has shown at least five sites in the Mississippi floodplain which duplicate the configuration of Poverty Point’s inner ring. Hundreds of smaller sites containing temple mounds and cultural characteristics similar to Poverty Point are located throughout the Mississippi Valley. These sites are generally referred to as the Mississippian culture and were mistakenly thought to be Spanish forts by the eighteenth-century Europeans who first saw them. The first American to write about Poverty Point was Henry Brackenridge of Pennsylvania, who toured the sites of the mounds and in 1811 wrote a book on Louisiana’s remarkable archaeology, Views of Louisiana. Unlike other early visitors, he did not mistake the antiquities for “Spanish forts”: “All these vestiges [mounds] invariably occupy the most eligible situations for towns or settlements; and on the Ohio and Mississippi, they are the most numerous and considerable. There is not a rising town or a farm … in whose vicinity some of them may not be found.… An immense population has once been supported in this country.” Poverty Point had at least 600 dwellings and an estimated population of 4,000 to 6,000.





1200 B.C.


Native American History

Olmec civilization in Mexico. Centers at Chalcatzingo and La Venta.





753 B.C.


World History

Traditional date for the founding of Rome. (The Romans called this year 1 a.u.c., ab urbe condita.)





750 B.C.


Native American History

Temple mounds built in Ohio Valley by the Adena Hopewell peoples. These names refer to two peoples who coexisted and are now considered to be the same people. They are named for the owners of the lands where their first artifacts were found. (Adena is an estate near Chillicothe, Ohio, where 1906 archaeologists removed an array of burial artifacts; Hopewell is the name of a farmer who farmed “the old Hopewell place” a few miles away from Adena and where a rich find of grave goods was excavated. Hence the earlier residents became known as Adena Hopewell peoples.) Thousands of sites in the Ohio Valley eventually disproved the distinction between two peoples, although frequent references describe the earlier Indians as Adena, later Indians as the Hopewell. The Adena Hopewell were a sophisticated culture with elaborately constructed ceremonial centers and an extraordinary trade network. Grave artifacts included elegantly finished sculpture and ceramic vessels, pipes with lively effigies of beavers and birds, jewelry of copper, silver, beadwork, mica, lead, and obsidian. The pipes were for smoking tobacco. Materials showed a vast trading network, with copper from Michigan, sharks’ teeth from Florida, silver from Canada, lead from Wisconsin or Missouri, and mica from the Carolinas. There were thousands of Adena Hopewell sites spread throughout the rivers of Ohio and along the Missouri and its tributaries, with a few sites as far away as Kansas and the Florida Gulf Coast. They were farmers. They cleared forests, prepared fields, planted, cultivated, harvested, and stored at least seven different species of high-yield, high-nutrition seed crops. Their hilltop sites were different in purpose than the river sites and possibly were observatories. Oriented to the river, they spread among the river networks of the Mississippi drainage.





700 B.C.


World History

Homer, a Greek poet/singer wrote down his best songs/poems about the heroes of the Trojan war. The oral narrative art form transformed into the written form of literature with the Iliad and the Odyssey. Greeks had learned the alphabet from the Phoenicians.





460 B.C.


World History

Pericles in Athens. Golden Age of Greece. Greek philosophers flourish.





300 B.C.


Native American History

Hohokam Indians began farming in the Gila and Salt Valleys of what is now Arizona. They began planting beans for the first time and combining corn and beans in the same fields, following a similar horticultural practice found in Mexico. Their early settlements showed small villages with oblong rectangular pit houses, smooth pottery, and canal irrigation similar to Mesoamerican agriculture.





200 B.C.


World History

Roman Empire at its height. Romans annex northern Greece, extending the empire around the Mediterranean. Cicero, a Roman poet, translated Plato and many of the Greek philosophers into Latin so that Greek ideas survived after the fall of Greece.





100 B.C.–CA. A.D. 100


World History

The Dead Sea Scrolls stored in caves near the Dead Sea. Ancient scrolls written in Aramaic and Hebrew described the beliefs and history of different Jewish sects at this period.





100 B.C.


Native American History

The Serpent Mound built by the Adena Hopewell Indians near the town of Locust Grove, Ohio. It is a huge raised earth effigy in the shape of an undulating serpent 1,254 feet long (four football fields in length) and in places 20 feet high, holding a globe or a comet in its mouth. The meaning and symbolism of the Serpent Mound are still unknown. The Serpent Mound was saved from urban renewal in the 1890s by Frederick Putnam of the Peabody Museum in Cambridge, who raised the money to save it. Thousands of other mounds, however, were destroyed.

In Kansas City the Adena Hopewell began to build a huge settlement and cultivated large fields of maize. Other great early Mississippian sites are at Etowah, Georgia; Spiro, Oklahoma; and Moundville, Alabama.





46 B.C.


World History

Julius Caesar introduced the Julian calendar which provided for a year of 365 days, plus every fourth (leap) year, an additional day.




1 There are two traditions of Buddhism. Theravadin, southern Buddhists, place the date of the birth of the historical Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama, at 560 B.C. Mahayana, northern Buddhists, place it at 460 B.C. Both agree that he lived for 80 years.

2 The names of the Bering Sea and Berengia are of recent origin. Vitus Bering, a Danish navigator in the service of the Russian ruler Peter the Great, died during the 1741 expedition in which he crossed the Bering Sea and discovered Alaska for the Russians. His name was given to the sea and the strait, which is now a permanent body of water between Alaska and Russia.




II
 [image: ]
CA. 1 TO 1400 — MESOAMERICA AND THE GREATER SOUTHWEST

By definition a chronology is a description of linear time, a chain of discrete events. However, it must also include thematic developments such as plagues, migrations, religion, which take place over centuries. “Mesoamerica” is the term applied to Mexico and the Precolumbian cultures that radiated out from Mexico. The American Southwest—Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Southern California—was part of Mesoamerica. In addition, recent scholarly research holds that the peoples of the Mississipian cultures, who settled on the Mississippi and throughout the tributary rivers of the Mississippi, in the states now called Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas, Missouri, and Ohio, were also directly connected with the great sites of early Mexico, either through migration or direct colonization.

While barbarian hordes were swarming though Europe, causing what we call the European Dark Ages, the city of Teotihuacán rose to prominence in Mexico. With a population of 125,000 and the largest pyramids of the Americas, it became the center of a great civilization. By the year 300, when Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire and priests began to fill the posts of proconsuls in the greater Roman Empire, peoples called the Hohokam, the Anasazi, and Mogollon had settled thousands of sites in the U.S. Southwest. (Archaeologists estimate well over 50,000 Anasazi sites in northern Arizona and New Mexico, and southern Colorado and Utah.) By the year 500 they had left identifiable remains of their presence in architecture, canals, and pottery.

In the year 600 Cahokia, the great center of the Mississippian culture, was founded at the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers, what is today Illinois. By the year 800 the Mississippi Valley showed widespread corn cultivation, with a variety of improved maize that previously had been grown only in Mexico. The Cahokia site expanded to encompass five square miles. Its central mound, which was also the home of its ruler, the Great Sun, had the largest pyramid base outside of Egypt. With a population that grew to 40,000 between the years 700 and 900, it was the largest urban center in what is now the United States, a record it held until 1800 when Philadelphia surpassed it.

In the area of present-day Phoenix, Arizona, in A.D. 800, at the same time Pope Leo was transforming a barbarian Frankish king into the Christian Emperor Charlemagne, leader of the so-called Holy Roman Empire, the Hohokam people were farming thousands of acres of desert and irrigating it with an intricate system of deep canals, laterals, and ditches. They were excellent engineers. One of their canals was over ten miles long with a perfectly engineered gradient, so that water flow flushed out silt and gravity did the work of distributing water. They used I-beam construction to build multiroom dwellings whose ruins can be seen in Phoenix today. (A map of the Hohokam canals along with the present-day canal system is on view in the main lobby of the Salt River Project in downtown Phoenix.)

From the approximate years 1000 to 1300 Anasazi communities flourished in New Mexico, southern Colorado, and northern Arizona. At Chaco Canyon, New Mexico, the Anasazi residents built Pueblo Bonito, considered the highest expression of Native American architecture in North America. A multistory building of 650 rooms constructed in a large D-shaped footprint, it was constructed out of sandstone blocks covered with a coat of mud plaster. Linked to it were two great circular kivas 63 feet in diameter, and 11 other buildings housing 2,000 rooms. Over 70 outlying settlement sites were connected by a complex road system. The Bureau of Land Management has surveyed the Chaco road system by aerial photography and identified over 500 miles of Anasazi roads, absolutely straight, 30 feet wide, excavated down to bedrock. It is believed that the roads were used to bring agricultural produce from the outlying areas. When the great pueblos were excavated, archaeologists found turquoise beads, small copper bells, and macaw feathers among the artifacts.

The population of North American Indians was believed to have reached its height between A.D. 1200 and 1300. Some estimates go as high as 110 million people in the Western Hemisphere at this time. In the 1300s the Mississippian sites began contracting and the large sites in the Southwest were abandoned. One theory for the decline is that an epidemic disease at this time spread throughout North America.

In Europe during the same period disease was the most profound influence of daily life. It affected every aspect of life—politics, economics, religion, government, culture, science. The bubonic plague broke out in 1347. Before it was over 20 million people in Europe had died. It spread as far as China and although estimates vary, it is also believed that one-third of the population of the Middle East and Asia died. But disease was not the only factor. The Spaniards who arrived in the Caribbean and in Mexico in the next century brought with them the medieval mind of Europe and a sense of economic purpose shaped by the gold and slave trades of Africa.

CA. ANNO DOMINI 1


World History

Jesus Christ born in Judea, an outer province of the Roman Empire. (Probable date of birth 4 B.C) His followers become known as Christians.





CA. 1 (2,000 YEARS AGO)


Native American History

City of Teotihuacán rose to prominence in the Mexico basin. Founded in the previous century, it was the first great civilization in central Mexico and was located in a great urban center. (See “Teotihuacán, City of the Gods” here.) The name “Teotihaucán” is believed to mean “The Place of Those Who Have the Road of the Gods.” Its great monuments were built in the first century in pyramid shapes. The Temple of the Sun and Temple of the Moon were built along a central axis called Avenue of the Dead. By the end of the first century its population was believed to be around 50,000 expanded by continuous migration of inhabitants from outlying villages into the city.

The pyramids of Teotihaucán were among the biggest in America. Its leaders had a sophisticated astronomical observatory and had developed a calendar that was more accurate than the one later adopted by Pope Gregory. Its enormous population was housed in one-story adobe houses built by the government. Teotihaucán ruled an area in the Valley of Mexico roughly the size of Sicily. Unlike the Romans, its leaders did not have the political systems or administrative bureaucracy to physically rule foreign lands. They did, however, exact tribute, and dominated the terms of trade. They invaded Guatemala and some Mayan cities including Tikal which eventually adopted their cult of war and human sacrifice. The influence of Teotihuacán was based on religion and trade which extended as far south as Honduras and as far north as the Mississippi Valley. They traded tools made with obsidian (a volcanic glass of great hardness which can be fashioned into blades or tools with a sharp edge); knives; cloth woven from cotton; ceramics including a tradeware called Thin Orange which was of elegant design and a bright terra cotta color; and other ritual paraphernalia related to religious ceremonies.





CA. 1


World History

World population estimated at 300 million.




Native American History

The Hohokam moved into sites along the Salt River in Arizona and began an irrigation farming system that is the basis of modern-day Phoenix.





30


World History

Death of Jesus Christ. In the Roman province of Judea, the local Roman ruler, Pontius Pilate, ordered the leader of a small Jewish sect put to death for sedition. Jesus Christ’s followers were known as Christians. For the next 30 years the Roman government treated Christianity as a legal religion, similar to other tolerated sects such as the Essenes, the Zealots, and the Pharisees, who had similar beliefs in apocalyptic traditions, baptism, and communion.





64


World History

Rebellion in Rome. Emperor Nero begins persecution of Christians. Nero blamed the burning of Rome on the Christians because of their belief in the second coming of Christ and worldwide conflagration. Nero’s decree added to the Christian sect’s visibility, and it continued to attract followers throughout the Roman Empire, despite persecution.





70


World History

Revolt of the Jews in Judea against Rome. Jerusalem destroyed. The Essenes and the Zealots, two Jewish sects, took up arms against Rome and were annihilated.





100


World History

By the end of the first century every major city in the Roman Empire had a Christian church headed by a male priest or bishop who was the only person authorized to interpret the teachings of Christ. Early Christian documents, such as those found among the Gnostic Gospels and the Dead Sea Scrolls, show that up until that time both men and women had been Christian spiritual leaders and there was no spiritual hierarchy.




Native American History

People from Mesoamerica migrated north along several different routes and took up permanent residence in the Four Corners area of the Colorado Plateau (Utah, Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico), the mountains of New Mexico, and central Arizona. They would become known as three distinct peoples, the Hohokam, the Mogollon, and the Anasazi. In the present-day Four Corners area over 50,000 sites have been identified as Anasazi sites, with two great centers at Chaco Canyon and Mesa Verde. The Anasazi who settled in the drainage area of the Little Colorado and San Juan River became known as Western Anasazi; those who settled on the Rio Grande and Chaco River were known as Eastern Anasazi. The mountain area of New Mexico was settled by the Mogollon, who became famous for their pottery (particularly the white on black Mimbres pottery). To the southwest along the Gila and Salt Rivers were the Hohokam, who would become known for their great irrigation canals and multistory pueblo buildings.



[image: ]

Eight stone images, Mimbres culture ca. 1000. The Mimbres peoples were a branch of the Mogollon peoples and lived between A.D. 200 and 1150 in an area of approximately 13,000 square miles in the southern regions of New Mexico. Their painted pottery is considered among the finest in the world. The lively figures and animated geometry of these stone images resemble the designs painted on Mimbres pots including the round heads, the thin arms in angular postures and the widely spaced facial features.

180


World History

Death of Marcus Aurelius and beginning of the collapse of Roman economic and political systems. Anarchy among Roman soldiers. With the disintegration of the Empire, the Christian Church attracted greater numbers of followers and greater persecution. In Gaul Christians were imprisoned, beaten, pilloried, raped, stoned, impaled, thrown to wild beasts, torn by dogs, or drowned in the Rhône by Roman soldiers who were followers of Mithras, a sect of Zoroastrianism.





285


World History

The Roman Empire divided in two with two capitals, East and West, with two Emperors. Diocletian in the east at Nicomedia; and Maximian in the west at Milan.





292


Native American History

Emergence of the classic Maya civilization in the Yucatan lowlands of southern Mexico and Guatemala. Mayan culture is traditionally dated from 292, a “long count” date found in Tikal and based on the cyclical calendar of Mayan timekeeping.





312


World History

Emperor Constantine (the Eastern emperor) became the first Christian emperor. Before Constantine went into battle with the Western emperor (Maxintius), he saw a flaming cross in the sky. He attributed his subsequent victory to the intervention of Christ; and accepted Christianity.





313


World History

Edict of Milan restored to all Christians throughout the Roman Empire freedom of worship and restoration of their confiscated properties. Constantine proclaimed equal rights for all religions.





325


World History

Council of Nicea. Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire. The Council was the first ecumenical (worldwide) council of the Church. Its purpose was to settle a point of theology. Priests in Constantinople became part of Constantine’s court, wore elaborate costumes, and moved into positions formerly occupied by proconsuls of the Empire. Outlying Roman lands became known as dioceses of the Church; priests became bishops; the bishop in Rome became known as papa or pope, then eventually pope. The Church in the East became known as the Orthodox Church; in the West, the Catholic Church. The concept of the territorial sovereignty of the Vatican had its roots in the supposed “Donation of Constantine,” never verified, which was used to justify taking large tracts of land in Rome for the western Church.





337


World History

Constantine was baptized a Catholic on his deathbed. His three sons succeeded him and began fighting with each other, and divided the Empire.





350


Native American History

The Hohokam settled in several sites along the Gila and Salt River drainage in central Arizona. What is now Snake-town in Pinal County, Arizona, was a major early Hohokam site. They occupied it continuously until after 1100. The site included a well-constructed and lengthy canal system, clay figurines, stone bowls with sculptured surfaces, turquoise mosaics (similar to mosaics found at Teotihuacán), and a well-developed shell industry consisting of engraved and traded shells from both the Gulf and Pacific Coasts. This industry suggests a trade route from the Gulf of California through northern Mexico to the Gila-Salt drainage. The early Hohokam formed a northern frontier of Mesoamerican trade and reflected many of the same designs in pottery, shells, ceramics, and crafts. Although scholars still debate the early connections of the Hohokam with Mesoamerica, the Smithsonian Handbook suggests that “if the present international border between Mexico and the United States were 150 miles further north, the … Mesoamerican character of the Hohokam would probably have been more readily recognized some time ago. The task now is not to document more evidence of contact but rather to understand the nature of these relationships.”





382


World History

Barbarian hordes from the Black Sea region and Mongols from the Asian steppes invaded the Roman Empire from the Mediterranean to as far as Britain. Emperor Theodosius I later dealt with the Visigoths by agreeing to “settle” them in the Balkans in exchange for a battalion of Visigoth soldiers for his army. The Roman army was no longer made up of “soldier citizens,” but of barbarian mercenaries. The Roman frontiers were largely defended by barbarians fighting other barbarians. The Roman legions began to evacuate Britain after invasion by Picts and Scots.





400


Native American History

The early Anasazi culture emerged in northern Arizona and the Four Corners area. The Anasazi sites all had similar characteristics. They were centralized sites surrounded by large cultivated fields and one-story houses of multiroom dwellings. They had highly specialized agricultural systems that included growing two crops a year of maize, beans, and cotton. They used irrigation canals and knew how to tap groundwater by digging wells.





406


World History

Gaul (France) overrun by successive waves of Vandals, Alans, Suevi, and Burgundians.





407


World History

Britain overrun by successive invasions of Jutes, Angles, and Saxons.
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TEOTIHUACÁN, CITY OF THE GODS

Teotihuacán was the first great civilization to appear in central Mexico. It began sometime in the first century B.C. when the big population centers in the Mexico basin, Cuicuilco and Tlapacoya, were having internal difficulties. The rulers in Teotihuacán saw an opportunity to aggrandize at the expense of their neighbors. They did so through a combination of war and religion and forced thousands of residents of the Valley of Mexico out of their villages into the city, which had been constructed on a massive scale on a grid system. Then they planned enormous temples and monuments to institutionalize their rule. The largest monuments were designed and built in the first century and were based on Teotihuacán’s location as a sacred site, a center of the cosmos.

By the end of the first century Teotihuacán’s population was around 50,000. In succeeding centuries it continued to expand until, by A.D. 600, it was the sixth-largest city in the world, with a population well over 125,000. (Constantinople was the largest, with an estimated population of 500,000. Two Chinese cities, Changan and Lyang, were second and third; the Persian capital of Ctesiphon [near Baghdad] was fourth; Alexandria, Egypt, was fifth, with an estimated population of 200,000.) This enormous urban population was housed in one-story stone and adobe apartments, now believed to have been built by the central governing authority because of their uniformity of design and construction. Eventually Teotihuacán’s rulers realized they had overcentralized the city and executed a planned repopulation of the Mexico Valley in order to better manage agricultural production and exploitation of natural resources.

Essential to the city’s growth was the way its rulers exploited the attraction of its holy places and the prestige of its religion to establish the city as a crossroads of the cosmos. One interpretation of the meaning of the word Teotihuacán is “the place of those who have






	Teotihuacán lasted over 700 years.

	For most of that time everyone in the Valley of Mexico lived in one city organized on a grid plan—a pattern which did not exist before or after Teotihuacán in Mexico.

	Its pyramids were among the biggest in America and were built in the beginning of the city’s history, the first century.

	Teotihuacán was laid out according to a newly devised astronomical orientation.

	Permanent multifamily apartment compounds were built to house the population for the last 500 years of the city. The walls of many were painted with murals.

	Its principal deity was a goddess.

	The rulers did not glorify themselves in art.

	Sometime around A.D. 750-800 it came to a cataclysmic end.
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