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HERCULES
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the Cat

Hercules the cat was in the habit of sneaking into a garage owned by Jadwiga Drozdek, who left food there for her own six cats. Hercules would guzzle their food until one day hed become so fat he got wedged fast in the catflap. Jadwiga  who had seen him in the garage before but not, until then, managed to catch him  took 20lb Hercules, who seemed to be a stray, to an animal sanctuary.
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The story of Herculess criminal exploits and eventual capture made the television news.

The story of Herculess criminal exploits and eventual capture made the television news. Geoff Earnest saw the story  and recognised Hercules as his own cat, who had gone missing six months previously. Geoff  who has cystic fibrosis, a genetic disorder that leads to breathing problems  had adopted Hercules four years before.


[image: image 1]




[image: image 1]



After Hercules got stuck in the catflap, he and Geoff were reunited at the animal sanctuary.

As Geoffs illness had got worse, Hercules would lie on his stomach and play with his oxygen tubes. But until Hercules appeared on the news, Geoff hadnt seen him since he went into hospital for a lung transplant and had left Hercules to be looked after by a house-sitter. Hercules had somehow made a journey from the American city of Portland, where Geoff lives, to neighbouring Gresham, where Jadwiga lives. After Hercules got stuck in the catflap, he and Geoff were reunited at the animal sanctuary  and that story made the news too.
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CHAMREUN
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the Python

Sambath Uon, a boy from the village of Sit Tbow in Cambodia, formed an unlikely friendship with Chamreun, a six-metre-long, 265lb female python. The snake first arrived at Sambaths house when the boy was three months old, and continued to stick around even though Sambaths father carried the snake into the forest and left him there three times. Sambath and Chamreun, say villagers, have slept together since Sambath was a baby. The villagers believe that Chamreun  whose name means lucky in the Khmer language  has healing powers.


[image: image 1]




[image: image 1]






ORAZIO


[image: image 1]



the Cat

Who ate all the lasagne? Orazio the 35lb cat hails from Eupilio in Italy. Here his owner, Laura Santarelli, is risking a serious hernia by lifting him.




KELL
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the Dog

Kell  a massive English mastiff  was, in 1999, named the heaviest dog in the world, weighing in at 21 stone. Some people are convinced she must be fat, said her owner, Tom Scott. But she is happy and healthy and Ive a vets certificate to say she is not overweight at all. When we go to shows, she is so big I have trouble getting her into our van.
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SASSY
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the Cat

Sassy the cat became world-famous after his picture appeared on the internet  prompting some to label the pictures a hoax. But Sassy was real  and lived in the Canadian city of Ottawa.
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His owner, Susan Martin, said that in 2001 Sassy weighed 40lb  and shes mystified as to why he ended up so much bigger than her other cats. He was on diet food for about eight years, said Susan, he did not eat an excess amount of food and did not eat table scraps  he was well loved and cared for. We had another cat that ate the same food and he didnt get fat.
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TESS
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the Dog

Tess the dog is encouraged to do some weight-losing exercises  wearing a specially designed tracksuit for dogs.
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TIDDLES
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the Cat

Tiddles was one of the most famous felines ever to have existed  and also one of the fattest. He lived most of his 13 years in the ladies lavatory at Londons Paddington Station, where rail passengers brought him titbits. So much food was left for Tiddles that station staff provided him with his own fridge  and after he appeared in several national newspapers, parcels of food arrived for him, addressed to Tiddles, Paddington Station.
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After winning a contest to find Londons fattest cat in 1982, Tiddles eventually reached the weight of 32lb  the average weight of a three-year-old boy. He breathed his last not long afterwards.




GEORGE
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the Hedgehog

When George the hedgehog arrived at a wildlife sanctuary, he weighed an astonishing 5lb  nearly four times what he should. The owner of a garden where George was found had handed him in because he thought he might be ill. However, it turned out George was simply overweight  what you might call a porky-pine.


[image: image 1]



Hes the size of a football.

Sara Cowen, an animal nurse, explained: At first we thought he had a condition called ballooning  where air gets trapped under the skin  but when he was brought in, we realised he was just a huge fat hedgehog. Hes the size of a football. George had gained weight by gorging on bread which had been left out for birds. Staff at the Wildlife Aid Centre in Surrey put George on a diet of cat food, hoping to get him down to his ideal weight of 1lb 5oz.
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