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1.  ​Foreword 
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Politics Or Ideology?: What's Politics? What's Ideology? What Works And What Doesn't?

The world is at a crossroads of toxic politics and dangerous ideology.

What can we do to survive this terrible crisis?
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2.  ​What's Politics?
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Aristotle's classic work "Politics" defines politics as a framework for understanding the nature of human community and governance within the context of the Greek city-state, or polis. 

In the modern world, this is taken to mean the whole range of human activities related to the direction and management of human affairs to ensure the efficient, safe and proper functioning of the human interactions and collaboration for the mutual benefit of all within the society.

However, over time, it has evolved into a complex practice of influencing and enforcing a system of government or rule through a powerful and elite group of people.

In modern nation states, it has become the exercise of power by kings and queens and other forms of authority or government through various forms and processes of coercion, force, consensus, agreement or organization.

Indeed, politics has become the established ways and means to organize and manage human communities and societies.
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3.  ​Toxic Politics 

[image: ]


Today, politics has become toxic politics in many countries around the world.

This is because of the unethical and unscrupulous ways and tactics used by the special and privileged group of people, known euphemistically as politicians, to capture, exercise and retain unfettered power over the population and the citizenry.

Politics has degenerated to becoming the means to seize power by whatever methods that are necessary, including the use of fake news, disinformation and hate speech to incite dissent and gain the support of virulent, fringe and self-righteous minorities.

Basically, it has become the odious belief that the end justifies the means.

Indeed, toxic politics has become the cause of many terrible conflicts and even wars in the modern world.

To the toxic politicians, politics is but a high stakes game that they play for their own benefits and glory.

For them, politics is almost like a casino that they gamble in day in and day out. And in this casino, winners take all while losers suffer terrible losses and pain.

Why do we allow such toxic politics to even take place?
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4.  ​Anglo-Saxon Politics 
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Anglo-Saxon politics has evolved into a special system of selecting a specific type of leaders or so-called politicians to govern society.

This is now the prevalent form of politics in the Western world.
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5.  ​British Politics 
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In Britain, a significant number of the politicians and leaders of the various political parties are educated in the triple subjects of Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE), particularly from its oldest University of Oxford.

Five post-war UK Prime Ministers were graduates in PPE at Oxford, namely Harold Wilson, Edward Heath, David Cameron, Liz Truss, and Rishi Sunak.

Notable politicians like Ed Miliband and Peter Mandelson also studied PPE.

Indeed, in Britain, a PPE degree from Oxford is often viewed as the passport to political power.

But Keir Starmer and Tony Blair are lawyers. The iron lady Margaret Thatcher was both a chemist and a lawyer during her early careers before joining politics. 

Recent high profile politicians Braverman and Badendoch are both lawyers.

The question that one might ask is: did all the elite brainpower, PPE education, and law training cause the terrible recent decline of Britain and the fateful self-harming Brexit?

Have they served the British people well?

Is Britain in danger of breaking up into four countries?
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6.  ​American Politics 

[image: ]


In America, lawyers historically and currently dominate American politics, holding a disproportionate number of seats in Congress, state legislatures.

Of the 56 signers of the original US Declaration of Independence, 25 were lawyers. 

Law has been the most common profession for US presidents, with 27 out of 46 presidents having worked as lawyers. This includes John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, Bill Clinton, Barack Obama, and Joe Biden.

Certainly, their law training has given them the important skills of writing and speaking fluently and effectively on political and social issues.
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7.  ​PPE Training 
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PPE is the combination of politics, philosophy and economics that most British politicians are trained in.

The tragedy is that the training is skewed towards Western philosophy, Western ideology and Western economic system.

As such, they are so inward looking that only constitutional monarchy is seen as the most perfect political system, and capitalism is seen as the most rational norm. 

Their negative perception of communism and socialism in their education system is the main reason for their persistent anti-Russia and anti-China policies.

It is therefore unsurprising that British politics has never evolved out of this imperial mindset and prejudice, so much so that they despise all other systems used in developing countries.

In Western thinking, politics and philosophy are often confounded and compounded by religion, especially Christianity.

The same is happening on continental Europe.

And, for Jews, there is no such thing as politics and philosophy without Judaism.

Such biases and prejudice pervade European and Anglo-Saxon politics, and set them up perpetually against countries of the South.

Perhaps what they all missed is a deep understanding and study of history. Perhaps they have not learned the lessons of history well, and they have not seriously analysed the rise and fall of empires and civilizations all over the world.

Perhaps they should have added an H to their PPE to become PPEH qualified.
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8.  ​Law Training 
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Lawyers are often described as advocates, a term that signifies their role in actively supporting and promoting the interests of a person, group, or cause that employs them. 

In essence, they argue for anything whether they are true or false, right or wrong, as long as they get paid for doing it.

Law is often portrayed as the ultimate truth that must be respected and obeyed. Unfortunately, law is never that. It is forever changing to suit the power that be. And new laws are constantly being promulgated to serve the rich and the powerful elites and the changing circumstances, such as mass production, automation, digitalization, and AI.

The phrase "The Law Is An Ass" popularized by Charles Dickens in his 1838 novel Oliver Twist describes a legal system or specific law that is absurd, unreasonable, or contrary to common sense. It highlights rigid, dogmatic application of rules that ignores justice. This phrase is commonly used when legal rules, when applied literally, produce an outcome that defies common sense or fairness.

Indeed, laws are often set up to favor certain people or groups of people to the detriment of others. That is especially true for a kingdom or an autocratic government. The law of the land is really the law set up by the ruler.

This is the history of law, and continues to be so even in the modern age. 

Some laws are so complex and convoluted that only specially trained lawyers can understand them and use them to protect their clients.
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