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1.  ​Foreword
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Human Puzzle And Dilemma?: Smart Or Stupid? Good Or Evil? Highly Perceptive Or Hopelessly Gullible?

Is this the greatest of human mysteries?

Is the most intelligent species on Earth also the most naive and gullible?

Certainly, humans are a mix bag of traits - smart, perceptive, good, stupid, gullible and evil.

And there is a puzzling wide spread of talents and deficiencies in the human species.
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2.  ​Contradictions
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Humans are certainly full of contradictions.

Creative and innovative?

And yet conservative and traditional?

Discerning and smart?

And yet naive and gullible?

Kind and tolerant?

And yet cruel and judgemental?

Logical and sensible?

And yet irrational and stupid?
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3.  ​Highly Rational?
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On the one hand, humans are very rational.

Humans have to be able to be highly rational in assessing the hostile external natural environment that constantly presents complex challenges and life or death dangers, to be able to survive.

Humans have to quickly evaluate and work things out by logical thinking,  rational deductions and self reasoning, so as to understand what is happening around them, and decide what needs to be done to take advantage of the opportunities; or how to take immediate actions to mitigate the survival-threatening dangers.

Truly, without rational thinking, human survival is impossible.
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4.  ​Highly Believing?
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On the other hand, humans can be very believing in what they hear and what is said by other humans.

As a highly social creature, humans pay special heed to what others say and believe in, even when they may sound unreliable, unbelievable, and illogical.

Despite it being somewhat irrational, this believing skill is a crucial social survival skill that enables humans to learn from and benefit from perceptions of the larger group, and and the community-wide acquired understanding of natural phenomenons and occurrences.

The fact is that nobody can know and experience everything personally, and must rely to a great extent on group knowledge and tribal knowledge to make sense of the world.

And as traditions and habits are shaped over time by the knowledge and experience of many people and the larger group, these traditions and beliefs tend to become indispensable skills for humans to learn to live and work effectively individually and in a community.

So, to believe can be as important to humans as personal experience and reasoning.

That is exactly why belief can be such a powerful thing for humans, especially if it is articulated by some clever, trustworthy and powerful people in our midst.
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5.  ​Religions
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Religion is a sensitive and often dangerous topic to discuss.

But it is ubiquitous in all human societies everywhere.

Why is it so prominent in human societies?

Why is there such an irrepressible yearning in people to seek out an all-powerful God, and to join a religious group?

Is this an innate human psychology to explore the unknown and to rationalize one's very existence and purpose?

Is it simply a human curiosity that must be answered either by self exploration or by learning from those seemingly more respectable, knowledgeable and experienced persons, who present themselves as religious teachers or religious leaders?

How do people become religious leaders or priests? Is it because they had experienced special revelations or messages from God that told them to preach the religion?

Is it really as mysterious and as inexplicable as that?
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6.  ​Different Religions
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And why are there so many different religions in the world?

Are there different Gods?

Or are they the same God manifested in different forms and different circumstances to different prophets and religious leaders?
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7.  ​Religious Beliefs
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The many different religions of humankind are based on specific beliefs and different creation stories. Some of them are similar, while others are very different.

How people can be persuaded by such seemingly incredulous beliefs and stories is truly amazing.

And when some people question these religious beliefs and creation stories, they are criticized for being blasphemous and intolerant, and are often ostracized or even attacked violently.

And when two different religions believe in different things, and treat those with different beliefs as heretics and enemies, serious clashes and conflicts, and even wars, can break out between the different groups of believers.
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8.  ​Science

[image: ]


Science is evidence-based, and is supposed to be universal everywhere.

Modern human societies and industries run on the principles and workings of science and technology.

But is science compatible with religion?
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9.  ​Science And Religion
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Do we artificially divide science and religion into two separate and coexisting domains, not to interfere and interact with each other?

But, this is obviously not always true because we do have great scientists who are also great religious believers or even priests.

How do they reconcile the two different practices and activities?

Of course there are also scientists who believe in God but do not subscribe to religious stories of the creation of the world and the stories in the teaching of religious morality.

There are also scientists who live completely segregated lives in society and home, and in the laboratory. They go to church regularly, but they are completely scientific in their work when they focus on science and science alone in their laboratory.
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