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Introduction

We live in an age that demands quick fixes to problems and immediate answers to difficulties. Alongside such a desire for instant solutions to major issues, another, deeper, desire surfaces from time to time. Such a longing recognizes that at least some of our difficulties can be resolved by looking at lasting, time-honoured values of human experience and wisdom such as faith in God through Jesus Christ, the importance of prayer, love and service, strength of character, integrity, loyalty and humility.

As we explore for ourselves what generations before us have discovered as the qualities of being human, we realize afresh we are not alone but many before us have trodden a similar path. Our task then is to stop and listen, to follow in their footsteps, to move in the direction they point us to, to apply the principles that underpinned their lives to our own way of living.

>We have had in mind two kinds of readers as we have compiled this collection of readings, prayers and quotations. First, those planning a gathering such as a wedding or a funeral who are looking beyond mere quick ‘sound bites’ to more profound wisdom. Secondly, those who are seeking for deeper meaning and purpose in life or who want inspiration above the ordinary daily routine.

Each reading is given an introduction which sets its background or gives interesting or helpful information. All the readings are arranged in alphabetical order of title (ignoring ‘A’ or ‘The’ at the beginning of a title). For ease of reference there are also indexes to help you locate a particular reading.

The voices of the speakers and writers quoted in these pages echo to us through the ages to say, ‘There is more to life than your present experience.’ Our desire is that we will all not only stop and listen but also respond to the message given here so that we will find the refreshment, peace and light for our own journey that we can then pass on to others.

Martin H. Manser
 Nicola L. Bull





Indexes





Author Index







	Aidan, St
	St Aidan’s prayer



	Andrew of Crete
	Crying to God



	Andrewes, Lancelot
	Blessing and honour


	



	Anonymous
	Confession



	
	All other love



	
	As the sun sets



	
	Belief in the unseen



	
	Dare to believe



	
	Dedicating all to God



	
	Food for all



	
	For the church



	
	Gathered in God’s granary



	
	God in all things



	
	Guard me



	
	Holy desire



	
	An island prayer



	
	Life be in my speech



	
	The Lord goes with you



	
	Love, and go on



	
	Loving Communion



	
	May God shield us



	
	Motorist’s prayer



	
	My colours



	
	The new year



	
	Prayer for mourners



	
	Protect our journey



	
	Risking love



	
	Solomon’s wisdom



	
	Time is precious



	
	Traditional Gaelic prayer



	Anselm, St
	Have mercy on me



	Aquinas, Thomas
	Food for the faithful



	Aristides
	Epistle to Diognetus



	Augustine of Hippo, St
	Alleluia



	
	An evening prayer



	
	What do I love?



	Baillie, John
	Evening prayer



	Barclay, William
	Prayer for humility



	Basil of Caesarea
	Marks of a Christian



	Bass, Dorothy C
	Time as gift



	Baxter, Richard
	Daily seeking after God



	
	Meek and lowly



	Beecher, Henry Ward
	Steer by the Bible



	Benedict of Nursia
	The help of God



	Bernard of Clairvaux
	Like a reservoir



	
	O little Bethlehem



	Betjeman, John
	Take warning



	Blake, William
	The Lamb



	Bonaventure
	Journey into God



	Bonhoeffer, Dietrich
	Help me to pray



	
	Thanking God



	Bright, William
	Deliver us from cold hearts



	Bront, Anne
	Last lines



	Brooks, Phillips
	Looking through the Bible



	Browne, R E Charles
	What is prayer?



	Browning, Elizabeth Barrett
	How do I love thee?



	Bryan, William Jennings
	Immortality



	
	The miracle of the radish



	Bunyan, John
	Pilgrim’s Progress



	
	Who would true valour see



	Calvin, John
	Obedience



	Carey, William
	Expect great things



	Chadwick, Samuel
	Prevailing prayer



	Chambers, Oswald
	Discipleship



	
	Not to criticise



	Chesterton, G K
	The donkey



	Chrysostom, John
	Richer than all men



	Clare, John
	Nature acknowledges God



	Clement of Alexandria
	Beauty



	
	God’s first Bible



	Coleridge, Mary
	Lord of the winds



	Colonna, Vittoria
	The Cross



	Columba, St
	Safe in God’s hand



	Common Worship, 2000
	Gloria in Excelsis



	
	Loving God above all things



	Counsell, Michael
	Thank God



	Cranmer, Thomas
	Accept our sacrifice



	Cropper, Margaret
	Jesus’ hands



	Croucher, Rowland
	Go with the Lord



	Cyprian
	Encouraging words



	Davenant, John
	Justification of believers



	de Blois, Louis
	Self-will



	de Foucauld, Charles
	Abandonment to God



	Dickens, Charles
	At Christmas



	Dimitrii of Rostov, St
	Illumine our darkness



	Dolben, Digby Mackworth
	I asked for peace



	Donne, John
	Distractions



	
	Keep us, Lord



	
	No man is an island



	Dostoevsky, Fyodor
	Don’t be afraid



	Doyle, Stephen
	The end of a pilgrimage



	Edwards, Jonathan
	Signs of conversion



	Elliot, Jim
	A good exchange



	Erasmus, Desiderius
	The way, the truth and the life



	Fee, Gordon
	The gathered church



	Fnelon, Franois
	Dying daily



	
	Spiritual trials



	Forsyth, P T
	Problem solving



	Fox, George
	The bright morning star



	Francis of Assisi, St
	Canticle of the Sun



	
	The prayer of St Francis



	
	Share the gospel



	
	Shout joyfully



	
	You are holy



	Gibran, Kahlil
	Man’s purpose is to be happy



	
	The nature of love



	
	Speak to us of prayer



	Gregory of Nyssa
	Seeing God



	Grellet, Stephen
	Doing good today



	Hale, Matthew
	Observing the Lord’s Day



	Henry, Matthew
	Man’s equal



	
	Seeing more of God



	Henson, Herbert Hensley
	Christ’s ladder to heaven



	Herbert, George
	Love bade me welcome



	
	Trinity Sunday



	Hillyer, William Hurd
	My Master’s face



	Hopkins, Gerard Manley
	God’s grandeur



	Ignatius of Loyola, St
	Putting love into practice



	
	Serving God



	John XXIII, Pope
	Dying well



	Jonson, Ben
	Hymn to God the Father



	Julian of Norwich
	All manner of thing shall be well



	
	The Lord’s meaning



	
	Pray anyway



	
	Praying and trusting



	Kempis, Thomas 
	Imitating Christ



	
	Not reading, but doing



	
	Rich in grace



	
	Strengthen me, O God



	
	We cannot avoid temptation



	Ken, Thomas
	Glory to God the Trinity



	
	Praise God, from whom all



	
	blessings flow



	Kennedy, G A Studdert
	When Jesus came to Birmingham



	Kierkegaard, Sren
	Reading God’s word



	Kipling, Rudyard
	If



	Kolbe, Maximilian
	Be prepared for trials



	Latimer, Hugh
	Latimer’s last words



	Lawrence, Brother
	The presence of God



	Lewis, C S
	The apologist’s evening prayer



	
	Courage



	
	The importance of Christianity



	
	Listening to that other voice



	
	Love is as hard as nails



	Lewis, H Elvet
	Freedom from fear



	Lincoln, Abraham
	God’s best gift



	Longfellow, Samuel
	Keep us through winter



	Luther, Martin
	Bless our meal



	
	Comfort for bereaved parents



	
	Conversion



	
	God’s word



	
	Wise men



	Manser, Martin
	Easter Day



	
	When you feel depressed



	Marshall, Peter
	Slow us down



	Mason, John
	The pearl of great price



	McCheyne, Robert Murray
	Be of good cheer



	
	The gift of the sun



	Merton, Thomas
	Into the desert



	
	A stolen book



	Meyer, F B
	Confessing our helplessness



	Milner-White, Eric
	Teach us to pray



	Moltmann, Jrgen
	Friendship



	Moody, Dwight L
	Three ways to look



	Morrison, Charles C
	The church



	Mother Teresa
	Love begins at home



	
	Serving



	
	Smile at someone



	Murray, Andrew
	God’s glory revealed



	
	Magnify God’s glory



	Nee, Watchman
	God’s means of deliverance



	Newbigin, Lesslie
	Understanding the gospel



	Newton, John
	Amazing grace



	Niebuhr, Reinhold
	Bound in this bundle of life



	Nightingale, Florence
	Life is a hard fight



	Nolte, Dorothy Law
	How children learn



	Nouwen, Henri
	Caring friendship



	
	A Christmas prayer



	Origen
	Beyond our understanding



	
	Necessary for understanding



	Owen, John
	The work of the Spirit



	Packer, J I
	God knows me



	Pascal, Blaise
	Enlightenment faith



	
	The God of Christians



	
	Man is but a reed



	Paton, Alan
	Prayer for peace



	
	Stand up and be counted



	Patrick, St
	For guidance



	
	I arise today



	Penn, William
	A Quaker prayer



	Pink, A W
	Circumstances



	Polycarp
	Polycarp’s prayer



	Quoist, Michel
	Forgetting myself



	
	I want to love



	
	The telephone



	Raleigh, Walter
	The service of God



	Romero, Oscar
	God’s church will never perish



	Rossetti, Christina
	Being fruitful again



	
	Journeying in faith



	
	Lord, seek us



	Ryle, J C
	Humility



	
	Thirst relieved



	Schweitzer, Albert
	The soul



	Scotus, John Duns
	Happy and peaceful



	Shaw, Gilbert
	The Holy Spirit



	Shnorhali, Nerses
	A morning prayer



	Smith, Hannah Whitall
	God cannot fail



	Smith, Wilbur M
	The resurrection of Christ



	Spurgeon, Charles Haddon
	Beware anxiety



	
	The Bible is a vein of pure gold



	
	Live on the Lord Jesus



	Stevenson, Robert Louis
	The best things



	Stott, John
	Opening the door to Christ



	
	The Word of God



	Stringfellow, William
	No mere religion



	Sundar, Singh
	Conversion to Christ



	Taylor, Jeremy
	Christian humility



	
	Different gifts



	
	Following Jesus Christ



	Taylor, John Vernon
	Love’s self-opening



	Temple, William
	Resting-places



	Teresa of Avila
	Friendship with God



	
	Let nothing disturb thee



	Thompson, Francis
	The hound of heaven



	Thurman, Howard
	Peace of mind



	
	What makes you come alive?



	
	The work of Christmas



	Tournier, Paul
	Conviction of sin



	Tozer, A W
	Christ’s second coming



	
	God speaks



	Trapp, John
	Worldly foolishness



	Tucker, Alice
	Church music



	Tutu, Desmond
	Easter



	Tyndale, William
	Trust in the favour of God



	
	Tyndale’s last words



	Very, Jones
	The prayer



	von Hgel, Friedrich
	Persistence



	Washington, George
	Observe good faith



	Watson, Thomas
	Warm your hearts



	
	The world in the heart



	Watts, Isaac
	Christ has the keys



	
	Joy to the world



	Weatherhead, Leslie
	God of truth, deliver us



	Wesley, Charles
	Christ, the Lord, is risen today



	
	Vain repentance



	Wesley, John
	Covenant with God



	
	I felt my heart strangely warmed



	
	Only sinners need forgiveness



	Wesley, Susanna
	Loving God above all things



	Willis, Love Maria
	Father, hear the prayer we offer



	Winslow, Octavius
	The religion of joy



	Zwingli, Ulrich
	Confidence in Christ








Index of Bible References







	Genesis 17:7–9
	A people for God



	Exodus 33:18–23
	Moses and the glory of the Lord



	Numbers 6:24–26
	A blessing



	1 Samuel 16:7
	God sees the heart



	1 Kings 19:9–12
	God speaks out of silence



	2 Chronicles 7:14
	The Lord’s promise to Solomon



	Psalm 1
	Delight in the Lord



	Psalm 8
	The majesty of the creator God



	Psalm 23
	The Lord is my shepherd



	Psalm 95:1–7
	Let us make a joyful noise



	Psalm 100
	Make a joyful noise



	Psalm 121
	Lord, you never sleep



	Psalm 127
	The blessings of home and children



	Psalm 139
	All-knowing God



	Proverbs 17:17
	At your side



	Ecclesiastes 3:1–8
	A time for everything



	Isaiah 41:10
	Do not fear



	Isaiah 53
	The suffering servant



	Matthew 5:3–12
	Blessed are they ...



	Matthew 6:25–34
	Do not worry



	Matthew 7:1–5
	Look to your own faults



	Matthew 7:7–8; 21:22
	Ask and you will receive



	Matthew 11:28–30
	My yoke is easy



	Mark 10:14–16
	Jesus blesses children



	Luke 1:46–55
	Mary’s song



	Luke 10:25–37
	The Good Samaritan



	John 3:1–8
	Being born again



	John 14:1–3
	The father’s dwelling-places



	Acts 9:1–19
	On the Damascus road



	Romans 5:3–5
	Suffering leads to hope



	Romans 8:14–17
	Children of God



	Romans 8:31–39
	Who will separate us from the love of Christ?



	Romans 11:33–36
	Unknowable God



	1 Corinthians 13:1–13
	The gift of love



	2 Corinthians 1:3–4
	God of consolation



	Ephesians 2:10
	Made for good works



	Ephesians 4:1–6
	Unity



	Ephesians 6:13–18
	God’s armour



	Philippians 4:4–9
	Rejoice in the Lord



	Colossians 1:15–18
	Christ above everything



	1 Timothy 6:6–8
	Gain in godliness



	James 1:5–6
	Ask God for wisdom



	James 1:27
	What is religion?



	1 Peter 2:9
	A chosen people



	1 John 3:2
	What we will be



	Revelation 22:1–5
	New heaven and new earth








Index of Titles and First Lines

(where the first line differs from the title, the first line appears in italics)

Abandonment to God


Abbot Anastasius had a book written


Accept our sacrifice


All dear Friends everywhere, who have no helper but the Lord


All manner of thing shall be well


All nature owns with one accord.


All other love


All the danger is when the world gets into the heart.


All true knowledge of God


Alleluia


All-knowing God


Almighty God, Father of all mercies


Almighty God, in this hour of quiet I seek communion with thee


Almighty God, merciful Father, and my good Lord


Alone with none but thee, my God


Although today he prunes my twigs with pain


Amazing grace


And from the time that it was shown.


And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings


And thus, in my folly


And what do I love when I love you?


Anxiety does not empty tomorrow of its sorrow


Anyone who has not begun to pray


The apologist’s evening prayer


As it was, as it is, and as it shall be evermore


As the grain from which the bread we break was made


As the sun sets


Ask, and it will be given to you


Ask and you will receive


Ask God for wisdom


At Christmas


At the beginning of the day


At the Day of Judgement we shall not be asked


At your side


Be attentive to time and how you spend it.


Be gentle, when you touch bread


Be of good cheer


Be of good comfort, Master Ridley.


Be prepared for trials


Beauty


Being born again


Being fruitful again


Belief in the unseen


Beloved, we are God’s children now


The best things


Beware anxiety


Beyond our understanding


The Bible is a vein of pure gold


The Bible is God’s chart


The Bible is like a telescope


Bless our meal


Bless us, O Lord, in this coming year


Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


Blessed are they 


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.


A blessing


Blessing and honour


The blessings of home and children


Bound in this bundle of life


The bright morning star


But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance


But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant


But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood


Canticle of the Sun


Caring friendship


Children learn what they observe.


Children of God


A chosen people


Christ above everything


Christ gave us proof of immortality.


Christ has the keys


Christ, the Lord, is risen today


Christian humility


A Christian should be an alleluia


Christianity, if false, is of no importance


A Christmas prayer


Christ’s ladder to heaven


Christ’s second coming


The church


Church music


Circumstances


Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest


Come, our Light, and illumine our darkness


Come to me, all you that are weary


Comfort for bereaved parents


Confessing our helplessness


Confession


Confidence in Christ


Consider the spirited example


Conversion


Conversion to Christ


Conviction of sin


Courage


Covenant with God


The cross


Crying to God


Daily seeking after God


Dare to believe


Dear Lord, teach me to be generous


Dear Lord Jesus, we shall have this day only once


Dear readers, from this rhyme take warning


Dedicating all to God


Delight in the Lord


Deliver us from cold hearts


Different gifts


Discipleship


Distractions


Do not fear


Do not judge, so that you may not be judged


Do not let your hearts be troubled


Do not worry


Do we know our poor here and now?


Do you wish to honour the body of Christ?


Does the road wind uphill all the way?


Doing good today


The donkey


Don’t ask yourself what the world needs


Don’t be afraid


Dying daily


Dying well


Easter


Easter Day


Encouraging words


The end of a pilgrimage


Enlightenment faith


Epistle to Diognetus


Evening prayer


An evening prayer


Every time you smile at someone


Expect great things


Experienced mountaineers have a quiet, regular, short step


Faith is not occupied with difficulties


Faith is, then, a lively and steadfast trust


Father, hear the prayer we offer


Father, I abandon myself into your hands


Father, we have walked in the land where Jesus walked


The Father’s dwelling-places


First, I advise that you should implore the help of God


Following Jesus Christ


Food for all


Food for the faithful


For after all what is man in nature?


For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God


For everything there is a season


For guidance


For it is good to be children sometimes


For it is not what you are or have been that God looks at


For the church


For the hallowing of daily life and common tasks


For we are what he has made us


Forgetting myself


Freedom from fear


A friend loves at all times


Friendship


Friendship with God


From all my lame defeats and oh! much more


From the cowardice that shrinks from new truth


Gain in godliness


The gathered church


Gathered in God’s granary


The gift of love


The gift of the sun


Give us courage, O Lord, to stand up


Gloria in Excelsis


Glory be to God on high


Glory to God the Trinity


Go, and know that the Lord goes with you


Go with the Lord


God be in my head


God cannot fail


God did not write a book and send it by messenger


God has called you to suffer, and you go, like Abraham


God, I give you the praise for days well spent


God in all things


God knows me


God never allows us to see another person at fault


The God of Christians


God of consolation


God of truth, deliver us


God sees the heart


God speaks


God speaks out of silence


God to enfold me, God to surround me


God, who could have saved us without crosses


God’s armour


God’s best gift


God’s church will never perish


God’s first Bible


God’s glory revealed


God’s glory, you understand, is seen primarily in his goodness


God’s grandeur


God’s means of deliverance


God’s word


A good exchange


The Good Samaritan


The grace


Gracious affections have efficacy


Gracious Lord, grant that we may know


Grant me a road and a watchful eye


The greatest of all crosses is self


Guard for me my eyes, Jesus Son of Mary


Guard me


Happy and peaceful


Happy are those who do not follow


Have mercy on me


He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep


He is the image of the invisible God


He that followeth me, walketh not in darkness


Hear me, O God!


Help me to pray


The help of God


Here, then, is the crucial question


The Holy Communion is Christ’s ladder set up on the earth


Holy desire


The Holy Spirit


The hound of heaven


How children learn


How do I love thee?


Humility


Humility is not a mere ornament of a Christian


Humility is the great ornament and jewel of the Christian religion


Hymn to God the Father


I am no longer my own, but yours


I am part of the fellowship of the unashamed


I arise today


I asked for peace


I believe


I believe in the sun even when it is not shining


I believe that the Bible is the best gift


I feel isolated, Lord


I felt my heart strangely warmed


I fled him, down the nights and down the days


I have found by a strict and diligent observation


I have just hung up; why did he telephone?


I have only, then, to add the heads of the work of the Spirit


I hoped, that with the brave and strong


‘I know that my Redeemer lives’


I lift up my eyes to the hills


I think it was about five this morning


I want to love


I will establish my covenant between me and you


I’ve found the pearl of greatest price


If


If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God


If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels


If my people who are called by my name humble themselves


If the only-begotten Son of God, the King of kings


If we Christians would join the Wise Men


If we pray we will believe


If you are wise you will show yourself rather as a reservoir than a canal


Illumine our darkness


Imitating Christ


Immortality


The importance of Christianity


In the last day, that great day of the feast


In the name of Jesus Christ, who was never in a hurry


Into the desert


An island prayer


It is all the gift of the sun


It is an indisputable truth that all of us one day will receive a visit


It is impossible that a nature should be perfectly happy


It is just like men who look at the sun in a mirror


It is not your outward appearance that you should beautify


It is only natural that your son’s death and the report of it


Jesus blesses children


Jesus Christ the apple tree


Jesus’ hands


Journey into God


Journeying in faith


Joy to the world


Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus


Justification of believers


Keep me, O Lord, while I tarry on this earth


Keep us, Lord


Keep us through winter


Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work


The Lamb


Last lines


Latimer’s last words


Lead a life worthy of the calling


Let nothing disturb thee


Let us make a joyful noise


Life be in my speech


Life is a hard fight


Like a reservoir


Listening to that other voice


Little Lamb, who made thee?


Live on the Lord Jesus


Look to your own faults


Looking through the Bible


Lord, as we add day to day, so sin to sin


The Lord bless you and keep you


The Lord calls us to absolute perfection


Lord God Almighty, Father of your beloved and blessed Son


Lord God you are attentive to the voice of our pleading


The Lord goes with you


Lord, help me to forget myself for others


The Lord is my shepherd


Lord Jesus Christ, you have said that you are the Way


Lord Jesus, come quickly


Lord of the winds


Lord, open the king of England’s eyes.265


Lord, seek us


Lord, teach us to pray


Lord, this bare island, make it a place of peace


Lord, who hast formed me out of mud


Lord, you call us to confess our sins


Lord, you never sleep


The Lord’s meaning


The Lord’s Prayer


The Lord’s promise to Solomon


Love, and go on


Love bade me welcome


Love begins at home


Love consists in sharing what one has


Love gives naught but itself and takes naught but from itself


Love in its fullness loomed


Love is as hard as nails


Love’s as warm as tears


Love’s self-opening


Loving Communion


Loving God above all things


Loving God in all things


Made for good works


Magnify God’s glory


The majesty of the creator God


Make a joyful noise


Make me a channel of your peace


Man is but a reed


Man’s equal


Man’s purpose is to be happy


Many people confuse the conviction of sin with such feelings as inferiority


Mark the rain that falls from above


Marks of a Christian


Marriage blessing


Martyrdom is a grace of God


Mary said, my soul magnifies the Lord


Mary’s song


May God by whose will the world and all creation have their being


May God shield us


May the strength of God pilot us


The meaning of the resurrection is a theological matter


Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats


Meditate for as long as it takes


Meek and lowly


The miracle of the radish


A morning prayer


Moses and the glory of the Lord


Moses said, ‘Show me your glory, I pray.’


Most high, all-powerful, all good, Lord


Motorist’s prayer


My child, thou shalt remember him


My colours


My Master’s face


My yoke is easy


Nature acknowledges God


The nature of love


Necessary for understanding


New heaven and new earth


The new year


No man is an island


No mere religion


No one is completely free of temptations


No pictured likeness of my Lord


Not in the royal city of Jerusalem


Not reading, but doing


Not to criticise


Now, as the sun sets in the west


Now there was a Pharisee


O Almighty God, from whom every good prayer comes


O come, let us sing to the LORD


O Father, give us the humility which


O God, early in the morning I cry to you


O God our Father, in the name of him who gave bread


O God, who hast bound us together in this bundle of life


O God, who hast prepared for them that love thee


O Jesus, be the canoe that holds me in the sea of life


O light, Creator of Light


O little Bethlehem


O Lord, how hard it is to accept your way


O Lord, open my eyes


O Lord, our heavenly Father,


Almighty and everlasting God


O Lord, our Sovereign


O Lord, seek us, O Lord, find us


O Lord, we beseech thee to maintain thy church


O Lord, you have searched me and known me


O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy humble servants


O Lord our God and God of our fathers!


O the depth of the riches and wisdom


Obedience


Observe good faith


Observe the humble request Moses makes


Observing the Lord’s Day


Of all the marvellous and splendid things about the Son of God


Of course, there is great gain in godliness


On the Damascus road


One of the elders said: Just as a bee, wherever she goes


Only he who gives thanks for little things


Only sinners need forgiveness


Opening the door to Christ


Our confidence in Christ does not make us lazy


Our Father, who art in heaven


Peace of mind


The pearl of great price


A people for God


The people of God, Christians who are living between the two mighty events


Persistence


Personally I find no cause to be interested in mere religion


Pilgrim’s Progress


Polycarp’s prayer


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow


Pray anyway


Pray inwardly, even if you do not enjoy it


The prayer


Prayer for humility


Prayer for mourners


Prayer for peace


Prayer is not overcoming God’s reluctance


The Prayer of St Francis


Praying and trusting


The presence of God


Prevailing prayer


Problem solving


Protect our journey


Putting love into practice


A Quaker prayer


Reading God’s word


The real problem of the Christian life


Rejoice in the Lord


The religion of Christ is the religion of joy


The religion of joy


Religion that is pure and undefiled before God


Resting-places


The resurrection of Christ


Rich in grace


Richer than all men


Risking love


Safe in God’s hand


The seed is Christ’s, the granary is Christ’s


Seeing God


Seeing more of God


‘Seek ye first the rule of God,’


Self-will


The Service of God


Serving


Serving God


Share the gospel


Shout joyfully


Signs of conversion


Slow us down


Smile at someone


Solomon’s wisdom


Some sceptics say, ‘Oh, the miracles I can’t accept miracles.’


Someone has said: ‘There are three ways to look


The soul


Speak to us of prayer


Spiritual trials


St Aidan’s Prayer


Stand up and be counted


Steer by the Bible


A stolen book


Strengthen me, O God


Suffering leads to hope


The suffering servant


Take warning


Teach us to pray


The teaching of the apostles


The telephone


Telescopes have long discovered the wonders of God’s universe


Thank God


Thanking God


Thanksgiving


That wise man, Solomon


Then a Priestess said, Speak to us of Prayer


Then as I prayed and looked into the light


Then said Christian, ‘Ah, my friend


Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life


Then the word of the Lord came to him


There is no power like that of prevailing prayer


Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life


Therefore take up the whole armour of God


Therefore with Angels and Archangels


They are fools that fear to lose their wealth


Thirst relieved


This food satisfies the hunger of the devout heart


Three ways to look


Time as gift


A time for everything


Time is precious


Times without number have I prayed


’Tis winter now; the fallen snow


To God the Father, who first loved us


To know time as gift


To look always to God and his glory in all that we do


To love is to risk not being loved in return


Traditional Gaelic prayer


The tree of life my soul hath seen


Trinity Sunday


Trust in the favour of God


The truth is that we do not truly understand


Tyndale’s last words


Understanding the gospel


Unity


Unity at the breaking of bread


Unknowable God


Unless the LORD builds the house


Vain are the beliefs and teachings that make man miserable


Vain repentance


Warm your hearts


The way, the truth and the life


We cannot avoid temptation


We give them back to thee, dear Lord


We must make a great difference


We need to repent of the haughty way


We never live so well as when we live on the Lord Jesus


We sometimes feel lonely


We tend to look at caring as an attitude of the strong toward the weak


What am I doing when I am praying?


What do I love?


What does the word ‘soul’ mean?


What is most necessary for understanding divine things


What is prayer?


What is religion?


What is the distinguishing mark of a Christian?


What makes you come alive?


What matters supremely, therefore


What now must be the vigour, beloved brethren


What then are we to say about these things?


What we will be


When fishes flew and forests walked


When I am baptised or converted by the gospel


When Jesus came to Birmingham


When Jesus came to Golgotha


When the song of the angels is stilled


When we consider with a religious seriousness the manifold weaknesses


When writhe the Saviour’s shoulders on the tree


When you feel depressed


When you read God’s word


Whence shall my tears begin?


Who are they that are justified?


Who has believed what we have heard?


Who will separate us from the love of Christ?


Who would true valour see


Whoever wishes to ascend to God must first avoid sin


Wilt thou not visit me?


Wise men


The woman was made of a rib out of the side of Adam


The Word of God


The work of Christmas


The work of the Spirit


The world in the heart


The world is charged with the grandeur of God


The world is the first Bible that


God made


Worldly foolishness


Worshipping God


Would you like to get rid of your burdens?


You are holy


You can shed tears that she is gone


You can’t be all things to all people


You cannot identify Christians from other people


You must be prepared for periods of darkness


You must live with people to know their problems






Best-Loved Prayers and Words of Wisdom





Abandonment to God

Charles de Foucauld was born into an aristocratic family in France and lost his faith at a young age. In his twenties he had a powerful religious experience and from then on he dedicated his life to God. He lived among the people of the Sahara, and died at the hand of an assassin during an uprising against the French. His words echo those of Jesus at his crucifixion, as recorded in Luke 24:46.

Father, I abandon myself into your hands;

do with me what you will.
 Whatever you do I thank you.
 I am ready for all, I accept all.
 Let only your will be done in me,

as in all your creatures,

I ask no more than this, my Lord.

Into your hands I commend my soul;
 I offer it to you, O Lord,

with all the love of my heart,

for I love you, my God, and so need to give myself,

to surrender myself into your hands,

without reserve and with total confidence,

for you are my Father.

Charles de Foucauld (1858–1916)





Accept our sacrifice

Thomas Cranmer came to prominence at the time when Henry VIII was seeking the annulment of his first marriage, to Catherine of Aragon, to enable him to marry Anne Boleyn. Thomas was later appointed Archbishop of Canterbury and Henry both respected and protected him. He was the main compiler of the first Book of Common Prayer (1549 and 1552), from which this prayer below is taken. Cranmer was involved in church reform under Edward VI but under the Catholic Mary Tudor he was burnt at the stake. This was ordered despite the fact that, under extreme pressure, he had signed a document recanting his Protestantism. He was expected to do this again publicly at his execution but instead he reaffirmed his Protestant convictions and at the stake he held his right hand (with which he had signed the recantation) in the flames. His martyr’s death, following those of Latimer and Ridley, did much to win people to Protestantism.

O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy humble servants

entirely desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching

thee to grant, that by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus

Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole

Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits

of his passion. And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord,

ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and

lively sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee, that all we,

who are partakers of this holy Communion, may be fulfilled with

thy grace and heavenly benediction. And although we be

unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any

sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty

and service; not weighing our merits, but pardoning our

offences, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with

whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honour and glory be

unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.

Thomas Cranmer (1489–1556)





All manner of thing shall be well

Julian of Norwich was one of the great English mystics. Little is known about her life except her writings. She is called Julian of Norwich simply because she lived in a cell adjoining the Benedictine church of St Julian in Conisford, Norwich. Having narrowly survived death from illness at the age of 30 (purportedly through prayer) she fell seriously ill once more in 1373 and experienced a series of 16 revelatory visions, mostly concerning the passion of Christ. After her recovery she meditated on these visions and went on to record her thoughts.

And thus, in my folly, afore this time often I wondered why,

by the great foreseeing wisdom of God, the beginning of sin was

not stopped; for then, I, all should have been well. ... But Jesus,

who in this Vision informed me of all that is needful to me,

answered by this word and said, Sin is unavoidable, but all shall

be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be

well.

For if we never fell, we should not know how feeble and how

wretched we are of our self, and also we should not fully know

that marvellous love of our Maker.

The fullness of Joy is to behold God in everything.

God is all that is good, in my sight, and the goodness that

everything has is his.

If there be anywhere on earth where a lover of God is always

kept safe from falling, I know nothing of it, for it was not shown

me. But this was shown: that in falling and rising again we are

always kept in the same precious love.

Between God and the soul there is no between.

He did not say, You will never have a rough passage, you will

never be over-strained, you will never feel uncomfortable, but he

did say You will never be overcome.

Julian of Norwich (c. 1342–c. 1416) Revelations of Divine Love 





All other love

The love of Christ surpasses all earthly love, and only love that originates with God has any permanence – this is the message of an anonymous fourteenth-century poet.

All other love is like the moon
 That waxeth or waneth as flower in plain

As flower that blooms and fadeth soon,

As day that showereth and ends in rain.

All other love begins with bliss,
 In weeping and woe makes its ending;

No love there is that’s our whole bliss

But that which rests on heaven’s king.

Anon. (c. 1350)





Alleluia

Born in present-day Algeria, Augustine was educated in North Africa and went on to become a bishop in the church there. His works, including the autobiographical Confessions, are still widely read. This particular saying has a timeless quality.

A Christian should be an alleluia from head to foot.

St Augustine of Hippo (354–430)





All-knowing God

In this psalm, the writer reflects on the fact that God has always known about him and is with him in every circumstance, having planned his life before it even began.

O LORD, you have searched me and known me.

You know when I sit down and when I rise up;

you discern my thoughts from far away.

You search out my path and my lying down,

and are acquainted with all my ways.

Even before a word is on my tongue,

O LORD, you know it completely.

You hem me in, behind and before,

and lay your hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

it is so high that I cannot attain it.

Where can I go from your spirit?

Or where can I flee from your presence?

If I ascend to heaven, you are there;

if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.

If I take the wings of the morning

and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,

even there your hand shall lead me,

and your right hand shall hold me fast.

If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me,

and the light around me become night’,

even the darkness is not dark to you;

the night is as bright as the day,

for darkness is as light to you.

For it was you who formed my inward parts;

you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

Wonderful are your works;

that I know very well.
My frame was not hidden from you,

when I was being made in secret,

intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written

all the days that were formed for me,

when none of them as yet existed.
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
I try to count them – they are more than the sand;
I come to the end – I am still with you.

O that you would kill the wicked, O God,

and that the bloodthirsty would depart from me –

those who speak of you maliciously,

and lift themselves up against you for evil!
 Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD?
 And do I not loathe those who rise up against you?

I hate them with perfect hatred;
 I count them my enemies.
 Search me, O God, and know my heart;

test me and know my thoughts.
 See if there is any wicked way in me,

and lead me in the way everlasting.

Psalm 139, NRSV





Amazing grace

John Newton had worked for a slave-owner and had himself been in chains after attempting to desert from his ship. He went on to become a slave-ship captain but was converted to evangelical Christianity in 1748 after his ship almost sank in a storm. Later in life he renounced the slave trade, and became a clergyman. He supported William Wilberforce in his work to abolish slavery.

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,

Was blind, but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear,

The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares,
I have already come;

’Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,

And grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be,

As long as life endures.

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease;
 I shall possess, within the veil,

A life of joy and peace.

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,

The sun forbear to shine;

But God, who called me here below,

Will be forever mine.

John Newton (1725–1807)





The apologist’s evening prayer

Clive Staples Lewis was an Irish-born writer and scholar. An atheist from the age of fifteen he slowly returned to faith in his early thirties. He was a close friend and colleague of J R R Tolkein at Oxford, where he lived for many years. He wrote a number of books but is perhaps best known for The Chronicles of Narnia books.

From all my lame defeats and oh! much more

From all the victories that I seem to score;

From cleverness shot forth on thy behalf

At which, while angels weep, the audience laugh;

From all my proofs of thy divinity

Thou, who wouldst give no other sign, deliver me

Thoughts are but coins. Let me not trust instead

Of thee, their thin-worn image of my head.

From all me thoughts, even from my thoughts of thee

O thou fair Silence, fall, and set me free.

Lord of the narrow gate and the needle’s eye,

Take me from all my trumpery lest I die.

C S Lewis (1898–1963)





As the sun sets

St Basil the Great describes how early Christians, rather than taking the light

of lamps for granted, would thank God for it using the words of this ancient

hymn, which is believed to date from the second century.

Now, as the sun sets in the west,

Soft lamplight glows as evening starts;

Thus, light from light, God’s Son all blest

Comes from the immortal Father’s heart.

We therefore sing our joyful songs

To Father, Holy Spirit, Son, 

To whom in every age belongs 

By right all praise from every tongue.

Lord Jesus, Son of God, from you

All life, all joy come forth this night;

The world, and each soft glowing hue,

Reflect the glory of your light.

Anon. (2nd century)





Ask and you will receive

Jesus taught that those who seek God will find answers and direction. He also assured his followers that faithful prayer will be answered.

‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find;

knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who

asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone

who knocks, the door will be opened.’

Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive.

Matthew 7:7–8; 21:22, NRSV





Ask God for wisdom

James writes to the early church, stressing the importance of a life lived in devotion to God. Believing in the right things is not enough – followers of Jesus must also live according to their faith. But this is no easy task and James reassures his readers that help is available.

If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all

generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you. But ask in

faith, never doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of

the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.

James 1:5–6, NRSV





At Christmas

Although he came from a moderately well-off family, Charles Dickens worked in a factory from the age of 12 and the dreadful conditions had an impact on him that shaped his social conscience; the conditions under which working-class people lived became major themes of his writing. One of his best known novels is A Christmas Carol, from which this extract is taken.

For it is good to be children sometimes, and never better

than at Christmas, when its mighty Founder was a child himself.

Charles Dickens (1812–1870)





At the beginning of the day

Taken from the Book of Common Prayer, this prayer seeks the protection of God for the day ahead. It is used in the shorter form of the service of Morning Prayer.

O Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God,

who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day; Defend

us in the same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we

fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all

our doings, being ordered by thy governance, may be righteous

in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Book of Common Prayer 





At your side

The book of Proverbs contains many two-line pieces of wisdom. Some of these have become everyday sayings or proverbs that are still in use today. This reminds us that as friends or as family members we should be faithful, loving and supportive.

A friend loves at all times, and kinsfolk are born to share

adversity.

Proverbs 17:17, NRSV
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