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Preface
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In every corner of the world, whether nestled between buildings or hidden deep in the woods, there are secret places waiting to be discovered—places that whisper to those who are curious, brave, and kindhearted enough to listen. This book was born from the belief that children possess a boundless sense of wonder and a special ability to see the magic in the everyday.

The Secret Explorers and the Mystery of the Missing Seeds follows three young adventurers—Leo, Mia, and Sam—who discover that the natural world is full of stories, surprises, and friendships. Through their journey in Whispering Woods, they remind us that exploration doesn't always require a map—just an open heart, a curious mind, and the courage to care for what we find.

This story encourages children to notice the small details, ask big questions, and explore the world around them with respect, empathy, and imagination. It is also a gentle call to protect the delicate balance of nature, which often holds the most marvelous secrets.

To every young reader who dreams of hidden hideouts, talking animals, and mysteries waiting to be solved—this story is for you.

Happy exploring!

Eskinder Yimer Haylu (Dr.)
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Chapter 1: Welcome to Whispering Woods
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Deep in the rear of Mr. Fitzwilliam's large garden, past the chattering creek and over the moss-covered rocks, was a place that the grown-ups thought was just a grove of trees. Leo, Mia, and Sam thought otherwise. They knew that this was Whispering Woods, where the sun shone through leaves in copper pieces, where the wind seemed to be humming secrets along the trees, and where the creatures were more than creatures – they were friends.

Hello, Secret Explorers! There was Leo, the best at seeing the things that others might miss, like an invisible bird's nest or a tiny flower pushing through the ground. He had a small notebook and pencil hidden away in case he needed to sketch something awesome.

[image: C:\Users\addis\OneDrive\Desktop\MY E- Book\018 The Secret Explorers and the Mystery of the Missing Seeds\Picture\1-2.png]

[image: C:\Users\addis\OneDrive\Desktop\MY E- Book\018 The Secret Explorers and the Mystery of the Missing Seeds\Picture\3.png]And Mia. Her bright eyes would shine whenever she spoke of leaves, bugs, or the types of mushrooms that grow after a rain. She knew the names of almost all the plants and animals in the woods, and even some of the birds' songs.

[image: C:\Users\addis\OneDrive\Desktop\MY E- Book\018 The Secret Explorers and the Mystery of the Missing Seeds\Picture\4.png]And finally, Sam. Sam was the gadget man! A loaded backpack held his magnifying glass, a coil of rope (just in case!), a small trowel, and usually some snacks. He was always ready to try a new path or observe how something was done.

[image: C:\Users\addis\OneDrive\Desktop\MY E- Book\018 The Secret Explorers and the Mystery of the Missing Seeds\Picture\5.png]Their secret hideout was perfect. Buried beneath the roots of a giant, ancient oak tree was a cozy small den they had made their own. It had soft mossy benches, a smoothed-out stone table, and a branch-woven roof that let in just enough light. It smelled of pine needles and damp earth, the true scent of Whispering Woods.
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The three Secret Explorers gathered in their secret hideout on a sunny afternoon. "I saw a new species of beetle near the trickling stream today!" Mia said, her eyes sparkling with excitement. "Its shell was small rainbow-colored!"

"Ooh, did you sketch it, Leo?" Sam asked, already reaching for his magnifying glass, just in case.

Leo grinned, producing his notebook. "Better still," he declared, unfolding a careful sketch. "And I found a short cut to the Sparkling Falls!"

"Adventures everywhere!" Sam declared, spreading out a map they had sketched of the forest. "What's next?"

The den air vibrated with promise of discovery. Whispering Woods had secrets aplenty, and the Secret Explorers were poised to unearth them. They had no idea that their next mystery lay just around the corner.
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Chapter 2: The Empty Patch
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"I know just the place for our next adventure!" Mia exclaimed, jumping up from her mossy seat. "Let's go see if Mrs. Higgins's sunflower seeds have started to sprout!"

Mrs. Higgins was the sweetest lady who resided on the borderline of Whispering Woods. She planted a bed of unique, giant sunflower seeds every spring where the woods met her garden. The Secret Explorers loved visiting the patch, fantasizing about how tall the sunflowers would grow, reaching up toward the sky like giant friends.
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––––––––
[image: image]


"Excellent idea, Mia!" Leo closed his notebook. "They should be erupting anytime now."

Sam was already putting on his backpack. "We can take some measurements of how much they've grown!"

They exited their warm den and took a well-known path through the forest, the sun streaming through the canopy above. The air was clean and full of the happy songs of birds. They talked enthusiastically about who would be the first to see a sprout.
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[image: C:\Users\addis\OneDrive\Desktop\MY E- Book\018 The Secret Explorers and the Mystery of the Missing Seeds\Picture\11.png]Finally, they reached the edge of the woods where Mrs. Higgins's patch was. But when they looked at the bare earth, their smiles faded. The patch was empty. There were no little green shoots pushing up towards the sun. Only brown, flat ground.
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"That's strange," said Mia, frowning. "They should really be starting to sprout by now."

Leo knelt down and studied the ground carefully. "Look," he said, indicating. "The ground here is all mixed up, and. are those small footprints?"

Sam pulled out his magnifying glass and studied the markings. "They're small, and there are lots of them!"

A mystery was occurring right before their eyes. The super sunflower seeds had disappeared. It was time for the Secret Explorers to solve the Mystery of the Missing Seeds!
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Chapter 3: First Clues
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A hollow patch? Unseeded ones? This wasn't exactly NOT how they hoped their trip to Mrs. Higgins's sunflowers would go down. A spine-tingling shiver of intrigue, the good kind, ran through the Secret Explorers.

"Alright, team," Leo went on, voice falling into his official 'lead investigator' one. "Take in the view. Don't touch anything for now, just observe. Just look!"

They spread out in a semicircle around the disturbed ground, peering at the ground like little detectives. Leo went down to his hands and knees, notebook poised. Sam pulled out his trusty magnifying glass, its glass glinting in the sun. Mia, an expert at nature, inspected the ground itself.

[image: C:\Users\addis\OneDrive\Desktop\MY E- Book\018 The Secret Explorers and the Mystery of the Missing Seeds\Picture\13-14.png]

Suddenly, Mia gasped. "Leo, Sam, look!" She was gesturing towards the very edge of the patch, near where the tall grass stood. "Look at these? Little tiny lines. like. claw marks!"

Indeed, carved in the damp soil were fine, thin scratches. They were not very deep, but unmistakable. Who or what had little claws and was interested in Mrs. Higgins's seeds?

[image: C:\Users\addis\OneDrive\Desktop\MY E- Book\018 The Secret Explorers and the Mystery of the Missing Seeds\Picture\15.png]

Sam, however, was examining the scattered dirt. "Hey! What are these?" He placed his magnifying glass over some small, flaky fragments on the ground. They were light brown and crescent-shaped. "They look like. tiny, crunchy crescent moons! Do you think Mrs. Higgins was planting moon snacks instead of seeds?"

Leo grinned. "Probably not, Sam. Those look like. husks. But not sunflower husks. Different somehow."
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