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Preface

“The Crisis of Contradiction”

A Journey Toward the Unveiled Face of God

Reframing Old Testament Encounters with God through the Light of Christ.

The greatest realization of being in Christ, the Christian faith, is the most amazing discovery and the most humbling; God who is creator of all, is not only God of love, but God who loves me. Where I see failure, He is calling a son. Where I wallow in the muck of guilt and shame of mistakes I have made, He lifts me up, redeems my mistakes, heals my hurt, and restores me to Himself.

In a vision, even a dimension for those who have understanding, I was traveling up a mountain in an old two-door truck driven by a woman I didn’t know. The road was curvy, and we were driving dangerously close to the edge of the cliff.  It became too dark for us to safely continue so when we reached a pull off area, about three quarters of the way up the mountain, we parked there to rest until daylight.

On the other side of the road, near the mountain, I saw a Man seated. In front of Him was a table that was glowing, alive with light, and radiant with divine beauty. I stepped out of the truck and started walking toward Him. As I crossed the middle of the road, with each trembling step, I felt the weight of my sin shedding away. My tears of sadness became tears of joy as I realized my Savior had come for me. When I reached the table, I felt nothing but love. What had begun as fear became freedom and turned judgment into joy.

All I experienced was the holiness of His love, His love for me. Oh, the joy of living in His presence but for a moment in time. His love transformed me. His love healed me. His love made me new. He didn’t condemn me. He drew me to love and to freedom. I stood captivated, never wanting to be apart from Him again.

This vision changed me and taught me that holiness is not separation from humanity but the fullness of love entering humanity for personal redemption. On that mountain I did not see judgment but union. The God of all creation was inviting a broken man to sit with Him.

If I could summarize what I felt in that moment, it was this: “Love has eyes, and they were looking at me.” That is the revelation that burns in every page of this book. That is the light that reframes everything written before the Cross.

God is love (1 John 4:8), and He is unchanging (Heb 13:8). And He is calling every son and daughter to come close until all that remains is light. This book is birthed from my encounter and the revelation that He has been loving humanity since the very beginning, and He will love us until the very end of this age, into eternity with Him.

“In Your light, we see light.”
— Psalm 36:9
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Chapter 1

When God Seems Violent
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“The shadow made Him look harsh, but the light of Christ shows us His plan was always mercy.”

There’s a moment every honest reader of Scripture eventually faces. You’re moving through the Old Testament — inspired, awed, maybe even humbled — and then you hit a passage that stops you cold. God tells someone to kill, destroy, or annihilate groups of men, women, and children. You read the command, the people obey, and the writer records, “Thus the Lord gave them victory.” You momentarily close the Bible wondering what many have thought but few have said aloud: “This doesn’t sound like Jesus.” This realization of what seems like contradiction is weighty. Here I am building my life on the God in the Bible Who said, “Love your enemies” (Matt 5:44) and Who forgave those who nailed Him to a cross (Luke 23:34). And still, the same Bible recounts many instances of Him commanding genocide. Was I missing something, or was God somehow different back then?1

The Discomfort We’re Not Supposed to Admit

Most of us were taught never to question the word of God. “His ways are higher than our ways” (Isa 55:9); we were told. And at its core this is a true statement but, higher is not the same as harsher. The One who is the full revelation of the Father (John 14:9), in whom the fullness of deity dwells bodily (Col 2:9), said He only does what He sees the Father doing (John 5:19). That means that His life is the clearest lens we have for understanding every other picture of God.2 It also means that we cannot simply shrug off the violence of the Old Testament as “God’s darker side.” We have to ask the harder question: Was that really God or was something else happening that the people didn’t yet understand?3

A God Who Does Not Change, and a People Who Do

Let me give you a point of orientation for this whole journey: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Heb 13:8) If Jesus never killed, never commanded His disciples to kill, and never retaliated with violence, then the God that He fully and finally revealed, has never been a killer either.4 

So, what do we do with all those passages where God orders death? The first thing to grasp is this: Revelation didn’t fall from heaven one day, already complete; it unfolded. Theologians have a term for this: progressive revelation. It’s the idea that God made Himself known bit by bit, in ways that people could understand in their place and their time.5 That doesn’t mean those earlier revelations were false. It means they were partial. The light was real, but faint. Like dawn before the sun has risen. By the time the full light came with Jesus, we could finally see the true landscape. That’s why the writer of Hebrews said: “God, who at various times and in different ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son.” (Heb 1:1-2) The prophets heard him. The patriarchs caught a glimpse of Him. But in Jesus, we see His face clearly for the first time. (2 Cor 4:6).

When a True Story Isn’t the Whole Story

Think about it this way: If my seven-year-old tells you that his dad “took care of” a spider in the bathroom, he is recounting a truth from his perspective defined by his understanding. I did respond to what frightened him. But if he tells the story a few years later, he might explain that I didn’t hurt the spider — I simply removed it so he could feel safe. And if he tells the same story as an adult, he might laugh and say I taught him that fear can make small things seem dangerous. Same event, different levels of understanding. Each story was accurate and recalled according to the measure of understanding appropriate for his age, but not complete.6 

That is what happens throughout the Old Testament. The people were describing what they genuinely believed God was doing, but their understanding of His heart was still growing. God was never the destroyer in those stories; He was the Redeemer all along. The shadow made Him look harsh, but the light of Christ shows us that His plan was always mercy.  It was to absorb humanity’s violence Himself, not to inflict it. Scripture can record an encounter faithfully but still be







	Partial Understanding: They heard God but were limited in interpreting His message through their own fear or culture.

	Angelic Mediation: They received truth through heavenly messengers, who carried God’s authority but not His full nature.

	Spiritual Battles Misread as Human Battles: They fought flesh and blood instead of principalities and powers (Eph 6:12).

	Counterfeit Revelation: They mistook a deceptive voice for God’s, not realizing that the murderer from the beginning (John 8:44) was still speaking.










d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
UNDERSTANDING GOD’S
SELF-REVELATION
FROM THE FALL TO THE SON

ANTONIO
WALTON





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





