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How To Read This Book

You are part of the story. Read Scene 1 first. At the end of most scenes, choose what you want to do next. Your choice tells you which scene to read.

Some paths lead to the best ending. Some paths teach you something and send you back to try again. You can read the adventure more than once and make different choices.

In this mystery, the sadaqah box is an amanah. Be careful with people's honor, ask before touching things, and remember that giving can be quiet and sincere.
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Scene 1: The Empty Table

It is the first Friday of the month, and the masjid hallway smells faintly of cardamom tea, raincoats, and clean carpet. Children are arriving with coins in envelopes for the food-pantry collection. The sadaqah box usually sits on a small table near the noticeboard with a green sign that says GIVE WITH A KIND HEART.

Today the table is empty.

Sister Maryam checks under the cloth. Brother Nadeem checks beside the shoe rack. Uncle Kareem checks the classroom shelf.

Sami whispers, "A second mystery."

Amina opens her notebook. "A careful second mystery."

Sister Maryam looks at you. "The box had pantry money inside. We need to find it calmly. No accusing people. No frightening younger children. Ask, listen, and protect people's honor."

What do you choose?

Check the collection table carefully. Go to 2

Ask Brother Nadeem what he saw. Go to 3

Follow Sami toward the snack area. Go to 4

Study the collection poster. Go to 67


Scene 2: Crumbs By the Cloth

You crouch beside the collection table without touching anything at first. There are three biscuit crumbs near one leg, a tiny smear of date paste on the green cloth, and a folded receipt half-hidden under the table.

Amina reads the receipt. "Corner shop. Apple juice. Plain biscuits. Twelve pounds."

Sami points to the crumbs. "The thief had snacks."

"Or someone carried snacks," Amina says.

On the back of the receipt someone has written: Amanah means taking care of what is trusted to you.

The handwriting is neat, but the last word trails off like the writer was interrupted.

What do you choose?

Take the receipt to Sister Maryam. Go to 5

Look for snack crumbs near the classrooms. Go to 6

Check the date-paste smear. Go to 68

Decide the snack buyer must be guilty. Go to 7


Scene 3: Brother Nadeem's Timetable

Brother Nadeem is pinning the Jumu'ah timetable to the board. When you ask about the box, he pauses immediately.

"I saw it after Fajr," he says. "Then I went to unlock the pantry cupboard. After that, I saw Yusuf carrying labels and Hana carrying craft paper. I did not see anyone take the box."

Amina writes down the names but not as suspects. Just witnesses.

Brother Nadeem adds, "The pantry cupboard was open. The food parcels are being packed today. Whoever moved the box may have thought they were helping."

What do you choose?

Go to the pantry cupboard. Go to 8

Find Yusuf and ask about the labels. Go to 9

Find Hana and ask about the craft paper. Go to 10


Scene 4: The Snack Area

Sami follows the idea of biscuits at full speed, then remembers where he is and slows down so quickly his trainers squeak.

The snack table has cups, napkins, and a plate with two broken biscuits left on it. Bilal is standing nearby with a guilty face and sticky fingers.

"I only took one," he says before anyone asks.

Amina tilts her head. "One what?"

Bilal looks at the plate. "Maybe two. But I did not touch the sadaqah box."

On the floor near the bin is a torn strip of green paper that matches the sign from the collection table.

What do you choose?

Ask Bilal kindly what happened. Go to 11

Search the bin for the rest of the sign. Go to 12

Tell everyone Bilal looks guilty. Go to 7


Scene 5: A Receipt Is Not Proof

Sister Maryam studies the receipt and the note on the back. "This is useful, but it is not proof against anyone."

Sami sighs. "Every time we find something, it is not proof."

"That is why it is called evidence," Amina says. "Not a shortcut."

Sister Maryam smiles a little. "The receipt is from the corner shop. Brother Nadeem bought snacks for the volunteers this morning. But he handed them to the youth helpers. Ask who carried them and where they went."

What do you choose?

Ask the youth helpers about the snacks. Go to 13

Go to Brother Nadeem again. Go to 3

Check the pantry cupboard. Go to 8


Scene 6: Crumb Trail

You follow tiny crumbs past Classroom One and stop near a stack of folded food-pantry bags. The crumbs end beside a cardboard box labelled RICE, LENTILS, TINS.

A note is taped to the cardboard box: Please keep pantry items together.

Under the note, a small square mark shows where another label was pulled away.

Amina says, "The sadaqah box might have been moved with the pantry supplies."

Sami looks relieved. "So maybe no villain."

"Maybe," Amina says. "But money still needs amanah."

What do you choose?

Open the pantry bags carefully with permission. Go to 14

Find the pantry volunteers. Go to 15

Carry the cardboard box away yourself. Go to 16


Scene 7: The Hurtful Guess

You say your guess too loudly. A few children turn to stare. Bilal's eyes fill with panic. Yusuf frowns from across the hallway. Even Sami goes quiet.

Sister Maryam calls you aside. Her voice is gentle but firm. "A person's honor is not a puzzle piece. We do not point at people because we feel rushed."

Your stomach sinks. The mystery has not moved forward. It has only made someone feel small.

Sister Maryam gives you a chance to repair it. "Go back. Ask properly. Make things right."

What do you choose?

Apologize to Bilal and ask kindly. Go to 11

Restart at the collection table. Go to 2


Scene 8: The Pantry Cupboard

The pantry cupboard is open. Inside are tins of tomatoes, bags of rice, pasta packets, and a clipboard with family parcel numbers. The sadaqah box is not on the shelf.

A label on the clipboard reads: MONEY COUNT AFTER JUMU'AH. TWO ADULTS PRESENT.

Amina taps the line. "That is important. They have a system."

Behind the clipboard is a green ribbon, the same color as the sadaqah sign.

You hear voices from the community hall. Volunteers are packing food parcels.

What do you choose?

Go to the community hall. Go to 17

Read the clipboard list. Go to 18

Ask why the cupboard was open. Go to 69

Take the green ribbon to Sister Maryam. Go to 19


Scene 9: Yusuf's Labels

Yusuf is sticking labels onto brown paper bags. He looks nervous when you mention the missing box.

"I did not take it," he says quickly. Then he takes a breath. "Sorry. I know. Facts first."

He shows you the labels: RICE, TINS, TEA, BISCUITS, DONATIONS.

"The DONATIONS label was for a big storage tub," Yusuf explains. "Hana said the table looked messy, so we should tidy it before everyone arrived."

Amina writes that down. Tidy. Before everyone arrived.

What do you choose?

Ask where the donations tub went. Go to 20

Find Hana. Go to 10

Ask Yusuf why he looked nervous. Go to 21


Scene 10: Hana's Craft Paper

Hana is cutting crescent shapes from blue paper for the younger class. When you ask about the box, she puts the scissors down safely.

"I moved the sign, not the box," she says. "The tablecloth had date paste on it, so I lifted the sign away. Then Uncle Kareem asked me to bring craft paper to the hall."

"Did you see the box after that?" Amina asks.

Hana thinks carefully. "I saw a green box on a trolley. But there were lots of boxes. I thought it was pantry stuff."

What do you choose?

Check the trolley in the hall. Go to 22

Ask Uncle Kareem why he needed craft paper. Go to 23

Ask Hana to show the exact table. Go to 24


Scene 11: Bilal's Sticky Fingers

You speak quietly. "Bilal, did you see what happened to the sadaqah box?"

Bilal wipes his fingers with a napkin. "I saw a trolley. It had biscuits, craft paper, and a green box. I thought it was for the food parcels."

"Who pushed it?" Sami asks.

Bilal squints, trying to remember. "Someone with a blue sleeve. Or maybe a blue bag. I was thinking about biscuits."

That is honest, even if it is not perfect.

What do you choose?

Look for the trolley. Go to 22

Look for someone with a blue sleeve or bag. Go to 25

Thank Bilal and check the bin. Go to 12


Scene 12: The Bin Search

You ask Sister Maryam before touching the bin. She gives you gloves and a very serious look.

Inside are napkins, a torn paper cup, and the missing piece of green sign. It says HEART, which completes the table sign: GIVE WITH A KIND HEART.

There is also a folded sticky note stuck to a cup.

It says: If something is trusted to you, do not hide it. If something is hidden from you, do not assume the worst.

Sami reads it twice. "That sounds like Uncle
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Scene 43: Too Close To Wait (Ending)
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