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      The June 28, 1969 Stonewall Riots came at the end of a turbulent decade when, for better or worse, the world turned itself upside down. The 1960s saw the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Bay of Pigs; the Prague Spring; the birth of the Cultural Revolution in China; in May 1968, students and labor unions attempted to overthrow the government in France; the Berlin Wall was built; in Greece a group of colonels established a military dictatorship; in the Middle East the Six-Day War between Israel and several Arab States; and in Africa, Communist-led nationalist armies in Angola and Mozambique rebelled against Portuguese colonialists.

      Then there was the Vietnam War.

      And the assassinations: Civil rights NAACP worker Medgar Evers shot by Ku Klux Klansman Byron De La Beckwith on June 12, 1963; John F. Kennedy, President of the United States, shot by Lee Harvey Oswald on November 22, 1963; human rights activist Malcolm X shot by Nation of Islam members Talmadge Hayer, Norman 3X Butler and Thomas 15X Johnson on February 21, 1965; Martin Luther King Jr. shot by James Earl Ray on April 4, 1968; and US Sen. Robert F. Kennedy shot by Jordanian citizen Sirhan Bishara Sirhan on June 5, 1968, to protest the senator’s support for Israel.

      If they had lived, these New Left heroes may have triumphed, or they may have “sold out,” become “tools of the fascist pig establishment.” It’s tempting to guess their views on homosexuality, but the truth is nobody knows if these men would have supported the Gay Liberation Front (GLF). Instead the frozen images of Medgar Evers, John F. Kennedy, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King Jr., and Robert F. Kennedy, hang on the walls of the 1960s Cultural-Icon Art Gallery like Andy Warhol prints.

      One iconic image of the 1960s that left pinholes in the walls of student dorms, hippie crash pads, and free-love communes, was Guerrillero Heroica, Alberto Korda’s photograph of Marxist revolutionary Ernesto “Che” Guevara, who also fell victim to the assassin’s bullet. Korda’s image of the handsome guerilla leader with shoulder-length hair, a black beret, eyes filled with pain and stoicism, prompted some gay men to seek refuge in the arms of the New Left. Some GLF members joined the Venceremos Brigade, traveled to Cuba, and labored in the sugarcane fields in solidarity with the workers.

      For some gay men, Guevara was as much an icon and role model as Bette Davis and Joan Crawford was for others. It’s no coincidence that one of the earliest post-Stonewall gay rights groups in Britain was named CHE (Campaign for Homosexual Equality). In the British underground newspaper Ink, a feminized version of Korda’s photograph appears on the cover, under the headline “Gay!” Guevara is depicted wearing heavy blue eye shadow and red lipstick, with a GLF fist-in-the-air button pinned to his beret. However, given Guevara’s political views, he likely harbored a negative opinion of homosexuals. One of his inspirations, Friedrich Engels, co-author with Karl Marx of Das Kommunistische Manifest, wrote that homosexuality was “morally deteriorated,” “abominable,” “loathsome,” and “degrading.”

      Out of the Underground: Homosexuals, the Radical Press and the Rise and Fall of the Gay Liberation Front explores homosexuality in the underground press between 1966, thru the emergence of GLF, to its dying gasps around the time of the second Gay Pride Parade in 1971. It covers GLF in several cities, including Milwaukee, Atlanta, Austin, Detroit, San Jose, as well as gay metropolises like New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Chicago. The book begins with a chapter on the early radical press and Adolf Brand, the German anarchist who published Der Eigene–possibly the first homosexual magazine in the world.

      Prior to a regular and reliable gay press, the only positive images of homosexuals appeared in the underground rags. Most young gay men, threatened with the draft, couldn’t relate to the stuffy newsletters of Mattachine-era groups, or the Society for Individual Rights, as they were “old aunties,” or “establishment” gays. Young lesbians too, while acknowledging the achievements of their elders, were drawn to the direct action of the Radical Lesbians and Women’s Liberation Front, rather than the gab and java get-togethers of the Daughters of Bilitis (DOB). Those young radicals were more likely to read the Great Speckled Bird, the Ann Arbor Argus, the San Francisco Oracle, the feminist It Ain’t Me Babe, and the anarchic Berkeley Tribe, than the Ladder, the DOB newsletter.

      Out of the Underground looks at the relationship between GLF and the New Left, Yippies, Black Panthers, and Women’s Liberation Front. As with my previous book, Chicago Whispers: A History of LGBT Chicago Before Stonewall, I stay close to my sources. For me, history comes alive when its plots and intrigues unfold in the writings of the time, authored by the people living it. I like to hear their voices, sometimes angry, frustrated, naive, joyful, petulant, hopeful, playful, and hysterical. It’s true that the writing skills of the “reporters” in the underground press varied from excellent to barely literate, but their articles were always full of love and passion.

      The underground press covered gay news, publicized gay events, gave free range to LGBT writers, and offered a readership numbering hundreds of thousands. These papers reported stories that would have been lost to history: the homosexual film festival in Los Angeles in 1968, a radical group threatening to bomb underground papers that didn’t cover gay news, gay radicals smashing up a straight bar in Washington DC, a female impersonator writing for an Atlanta underground paper in 1968, and gay couples holding hands in Philadelphia, a few days after the Stonewall Riots.

      Out of the Underground is also about the culture, music, politics, and art, that radicalized young LGBT’s and brought them out of the underground and into the light. Clearly, not all LGBTs were left-wing revolutionaries. Some were conservative and others worked within established gay groups. The majority were married to members of the opposite sex and deeply closeted.

      This book isn’t about them.
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      September 16, 1951

      

      I was born at St. Martin’s Hospital in Bath, Great Britain, a city built by the Romans circa AD 60 after the invasion by Emperor Julius Caesar, a man known as “every woman’s husband and every man’s wife.” I’m the only child of poor working class parents, life-long Labour Party supporters. My father’s diatribes against the monarchy, the Tories, the powers-that-be, matched the fire and spittle of Leon Trotsky. Although, the erudite Bolshevik leader benefited from a boarding school education paid for by his well-to-do Jewish parents, whereas my father installed sewage pipes as a plumber’s apprentice at age fourteen. My father’s verbal assaults on the “ruling class” were sprinkled with colorful Anglo-Saxon words like “fuck,” and “shit.” All his visceral opinions were growled in a thick West Country accent as impenetrable as the US Bullion Depository in Fort Knox, KY. In truth, nobody outside a ten-mile radius of Bath understood what my father was saying.

      So my childhood was infused with raw foul-mouthed Socialism. Gifted with girly-boy ways, I embraced the radical politics of the 1960s, grew my hair long, wore unisex clothes, and cast my sexuality to the wind. The first woman I fell in lust with was a bikini-clad Brigitte Bardot. The first man, Che Guevara. The first book I read twice was Jack Kerouac’s On the Road. And the first 45 rpm disc I wore out was the Rolling Stones’ Play With Fire. I grew up watching the Cuban Missile Crisis and the US Civil Rights Movement on a black and white “lobotomy box,” in the corner of a tiny sitting room, as reported by BBC newscasters. My impression of America came from I Love Lucy and The Lone Ranger, slapstick laughs of the wacky redhead, and a sturdy masculine code of ethics and honor … Ke-mo sah-bee. This fantasy world stood in stark contrast to the grim reality of the Vietnam War and “coloreds” brutally beaten and hosed with water cannons. Images that haunt me still, after all these years.

      And homosexuality? Even as a child I was aware of the word “homosexual,” though I didn’t know what it was, or understand the central role it would play in my life. I vaguely remember Sen. Joseph McCarthy’s attempt to rid the US of communists and homosexuals. I thought they were the same thing. Why wouldn’t I? I lived through the intrigue of the Cambridge Five, a ring of college educated spies, recruited at university in the 1930s, who sold British secrets to the Russians; Kim Philby, Donald Maclean, Guy Burgess, Anthony Blunt, the fifth man was never caught. Of the four known spies, three were homosexuals. In 1962 another homosexual spy story broke. While serving at the British embassy in Moscow, John Vassall was lured into a gay orgy, a honey-trap organized by the KGB, where he was photographed in flagrante delicto with swarthy Russians. He was blackmailed until his arrest in 1962.

      In 196o, when Peter Finch played the doomed Irish playwright in the film The Trials of Oscar Wilde, Britain was confronted with an embarrassing episode in its history. The image of a fragile artist trampled on for minor indiscretions by jack-booted government philistines, resurfaced with the Rolling Stones.

      In 1967, after the notorious bust at the Redlands estate, and the subsequent court case, the Stones recorded We Love You to thank their fans for supporting them through the trials. In the accompanying video, Keith Richards plays the judge, condemning Mick Jagger, as Oscar Wilde, to jail. Marianne Faithful plays the part of Lord Alfred Douglas, Wilde’s love interest. You will never win “we,” Your uniforms don’t fit “we” sing the defiant rebels. The previous year the band wore old-lady drag in a promotional film for the single, Have You Seen Your Mother, Baby, Standing in the Shadows? Clearly the 1960s were looking to be a radical departure from the 1950s. Bobby sox and poodle skirts were out. Cross-dressing and psychedelic drugs were in.

      I woolgathered my early teens in the sterile classrooms of an all-boys secondary-modern school, where mutual masturbation and oral sex were de rigueur. At age sixteen I left school, took the less-traveled path, began reading the underground press, and sang my own rendition of You will never win “we.” Your uniforms don’t fit “we.”

      Like most cities in the world, Bath had its bohemian neighborhood. New York had Greenwich Village with its beatniks, folk singers, and drunken Irish poets tumbling off barstools. In San Francisco’s Haight Ashbury, hippies “turned on, tuned in and dropped out.” Atlanta had Piedmont Park and battles with the “pigs.” Chicago’s Old Town was under constant surveillance from the Red Squad. In London, squats of White Panthers lived in Notting Hill Gate. And in Bath, there was Walcot Street and its tribe of yips and hips.

      The counter-cultural life in Bath thrived along a short strip bookended by two public houses, the Bell and the Hat and Feather, and was fueled by the Natural Theater Company, Bath Arts Workshop, and Spark newspaper, where my juvenile scribbling began. There were several stores in my hometown where I could buy British papers like International Times, OZ, Black Dwarf, and US publications like Rolling Stone, and the Berkeley Barb. Other papers from the US appeared from goodness-knows-where and were passed around like sacred texts. I saw copies of Chicago’s Seed, the Ann Arbor Argus,  even the Black Panther surfaced in my social circle. Through this radical print medium my view of the world took shape. There I read about homosexuals being a part of the revolution, about Stonewall and the Gay Liberation Front.

      On Saturday June 28, 1969, on the day of the Stonewall Riots in New York, I was at Bath Blues Festival tripping on acid and enjoying Fleetwood Mac, John Mayall, Ten Years After, Led Zeppelin, the Nice, Chicken Shack, Taste, Savoy Brown Blues Band, Roy Harper and others. I would never have known about the riots if it hadn’t been for the underground press.

      In the August 1, 1969 issue of the London-based International Times, I read an anonymously penned “Letter From America.” After reading some gossip about Ed Sanders and the Fugs recording a Country & Western album, and the Mothers of Invention performing a ballet at the Fillmore East, I read:

      

      “The ‘Stonewall’ gay bar & gentlemen’s club was busted two nights running. On the third night Allen Ginsberg and I went to investigate on behalf of the international underground press (and also because we were passing the door). Inside is like a scene from ‘The Fabulous Wedding of Miss Destiny’ if you remember your John Retchy [sic]: a gaggle of giggling fairies clustered around the juke-box, some very exotic gay dancing going down, all very quiet considering the night before the police arrested 28 people and beat some of them up badly. They smashed the place to pieces, wrecking a juke-box and amplification equipment so badly that half the club is now boarded off till repairs can be made. Allen shouted a few things about ‘Fairy Power’ and ‘Gay Power Erects Its Head.’ Outside a cop responded to Allen’s greeting by saying ‘Peace.’ A few prowl cars kept Sheridan Square empty of its usual male population.”

      

      Another man who read about Stonewall in International Times was an American named Jeremy, who interpreted the riots as “politics as usual.” In February 1970 he wrote in Milwaukee’s Kaleidoscope:

      

      “I was in London this past summer when the news of the gay riots at the Stonewall first broke. Paging thru a copy of International Times, I noticed a brief paragraph describing police raids on the Stonewall, one of New York’s best known gay bars: cops busting up the bar; kids getting beaten and arrested. ‘The usual stuff,’ I remarked to my lover. ‘It’s election time in New York, and [Mayor John] Lindsay’s gotta prove to the voters that he’s tough as [Mario] Proccacino and [John] Marchi by sending his goons out to bust up the gay bars.’ Nothing too unusual, these election year busts. Chicago, Denver, Minneapolis. It happens everywhere. Just one of the occupational hazards of being homosexual–something like the crabs, I guess. Inevitable.”

      

      In August 1969 Jeremy returned to Milwaukee:

      

      “I settled down to a summerful of Kaleidoscope, Rolling Stone, and Village Voice back issues. The July 3 issue of the Village Voice provided my first belated introduction to the concept of Gay Power. The Voice articles–two of them on the front page–recounted the stories of the police raids on the Stonewall that I had read previously about in London. But what a difference! Not just cops busting heads and arresting blushing queens, but defiant gay kids standing their ground and fighting back. Defending their territory with cans and bottles. Teen queens leading chants in the streets: ‘GAY GAY POWER TO THE PEOPLE!’ Ginsberg yelling ‘Defend the Fairies!’ Cops, scared shitless and calling for reinforcements to protect them from the angry crowd. All in all, quite a change from the days of the surprise bust and trying to sneak out the back door of the bar to get away.”

      

      Jeremy, on the subject of Gay Power:

      

      “We know that there’s a world revolution on–a movement against oppression and for freedom, dignity, and equality of all human beings. We believe in the eventual victory of that revolution and want to be part of it. We can dig it when Che says that a revolutionary must be motivated by love, and we refuse to accept the limits that your puritan sexuality places on our love. We will no longer accept the guilt, fear, pity, and self-hatred that you have told us to feel. We won’t be ‘queer’ for you anymore.”

      

      I was there at the birth of International Times in 1966 and saw its first tentative steps. I lived through the petulant, “We want the world and we want it now” teen years and the fist-in-the-air revolutionary young adult phase. I mourned the paper’s untimely death in 1974, squashed by the fat ass of the British establishment. The paper has been revived over the years, and may or may not be currently in print. In the first issue I was introduced to the gay art scene in New York:

      

      “Andy Warhol’s Exploding Plastic Inevitables are back at the Velvet Underground with Super-girl Nico and The Man With the Snake. Speaking of Andy, when he did his famous series of hand-coloured illustrated books–‘The Jump Book,’ ‘The Gold Book,’ ‘The Feet Book,’ etc.–in order to save money on the hand-painted illustrations, he would have a very big IN party for his twelve most with-it friends and seat them around a table with little paper cups of paint, each numbered to correspond with pictures in the books in front of them, and he would proceed to have his friends–who might range from some diamond braceleted socialite to Cecil Beaton–fill in the illustrations–each book sold for 35 dollars.”

      

      International Times is where I educated myself on American politics: an interview with black comedian and civil rights worker Dick Gregory, eight hundred students arrested on the Berkeley campus of the University of California, the trial of Black Panther Huey Newton, and police brutality at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago in the summer of 1968. The articles were in a street language I understood e.g. under the headline, “Presidents and Pigs,” David Mairowitz wrote of the Chicago police riot: “Outside in the streets, blood was creating a reality to counter the fantasy world inside. Newsmen and photographers were beaten senseless and that is a lesson I’m delighted to see them learning after all these years of sucking off the cops.”

      The acceptance of homosexuality in International Times may be partially due to one of the paper’s founders, American Jack Moore, being gay. However, it was “homosexuality” that got the paper into trouble with the law. In August 1967, a letter from a Miss Fiske, a student at the University of Sussex, read: “I consider that the International Times is an enticement to sexual perversions and drug-taking.” The paper didn’t argue with the accusations–drug-use was encouraged, and “sexual perversion” made an appearance in the classified ads: “Gay muscle-boy movies in standard 8 mm. Rugged … Riotous … Uninhibited youths at play plus the greatest in European girlie movies … and lots more … send S.A.E. to Tony Campino, 50 Lordship Park, London N. 16.”

      Two issues after Miss Fiske’s letter, the cover of International Times depicted a duo of full-frontal male nudes with the headline “Consenting Adults–The IT Boys.”

      Before the first issue of Gay News in June 1972, the only positive news about homosexuality in Britain was found in the pages of International Times, or OZ, the psychedelic hippie magazine. The August/September 1969 OZ was the “Homosexual ‘Suck for Peace’ Issue,” guest-edited by homosexuals. On the cover it quotes, “Yet each man kills the thing he loves” from Oscar Wilde’s The Ballad of Reading Gaol under a photograph of a naked, one black, one white, male couple embracing. Inside are extracts from The Homosexual Handbook by Angelo d’Arcangelo, and the “Suck for Peace” article is about American “hustlers,” accompanied by a photograph of two men standing side-by-side at a public urinal. OZ escaped the obscenity laws for its gay coverage, but ended up in court for their “Schoolkidz OZ” issue, guest-edited by school kids.

      However, it was International Times that was taken to court for its homosexual content. By September 1968 International Times was selling 40,000 copies a week, and included a gay classified ads section under “MALES” Ads like: “LEATHER boy, 22, wants way out rocker friends with bikes.” And: “BROADMINDED, quiet, intelligent youth (21) wants boyfriend under 23 for friendship.”

      On April 28, 1969 the offices of International Times at 27 Endell Street, London WC2, were raided and all materials pertaining to the “MALES” ads was confiscated, including sealed letters and replies to box numbers. In a front-page editorial in May, International Times predicted other underground publications would soon be raided, like OZ, Black Dwarf, and Gandalf’s Garden. Their conclusion read: “If you want revolution–sexual freedom, freedom of thought, freedom to discover who you really are–in short if you want a new world and won’t settle for less, then these journals are your only overt communication media. One suggestion: start more of them.”

      In 1969 homosexuality in England was legal between two consenting adults in private, but enticing others into “sexual perversion” with classified ads was not. In truth, the raid had nothing to do with homosexuals, but was an attempt to stifle the underground press. Homosexuality wasn’t the issue, challenging the status quo was. Anarchist graffiti in my hometown read: “Where there is real communication, there is no State.” Communicating ideas, exploring different ways of thinking, adopting unorthodox spirituality and alternative lifestyles, made the British establishment uneasy. Underground newspaper headlines like, “We are the people our parents warned us against” didn’t allay their concerns. Soon after the raid on International Times, the police busted Black Dwarf and Black Dimensions, after they criticized police mistreatment of “colored people” in Notting Hill Gate.

      The cover of the December 5, 1969 International Times  read:

      

      “It is with heavy hearts that we have to report that as a result of the police raid on the offices of IT last April, two conspiracy charges have been brought against Knuller (Publishing, Printing & Promotions) Ltd. and three directors, Dave Hall, Graham Keen, and Peter Stansill.

      “Both charges relate to ads which appeared in the “males” column in issues 51-56.

      “The first charge alleges that they conspired with persons inserting ads and with other persons to induce readers to resort to the said advertisements for the purpose of homosexual practices and thereby to debauch and corrupt public morals, contrary to Common Law.

      “The second charge alleges that they conspired to outrage public decency by inserting advertisements in the said issues containing lewd, disgusting, and offensive matter contrary to Common Law. The preliminary hearing will be on January 16th at Wells Street Magistrates Court after which we can expect the case to proceed to the Old Bailey.”

      

      In January 1970, at Wells Street Magistrates Court, Hall, Keen, and Stansill were charged with corrupting morals. Fifteen men who inserted or replied to gay ads in International Times were offered immunity from prosecution in return for giving evidence. These men were anonymously named Mr. A, B, C, etc. The issue was the wording of the advertisements. The trial was not without comedic moments. One witness was asked the meaning of the term “well hung.” He replied that it meant he had no “hang-ups.” And in another exchange:

      

      Witness B: “I am a clerk. I know the publication IT and have bought a copy from public bookshops in Manchester. I put in an advertisement. I am a homosexual.”

      

      Prosecuting Counsel Peter Spencer: “I am going to ask you to look at your advertisement. What did you mean by passive gay?”

      

      B: “I meant non-aggressive in the homosexual act. I didn’t mean anything else than gentle and passive. The passive partner plays, in the homosexual relationship, what might be called the feminine role in the relationship.”

      

      Spencer: “It goes on ‘needs randy butch guy 21/26.’”

      

      B: “Randy=sexually potent. Butch=homosexual, aggressive. Guy=slang term for a man; Age Group 21/26.”

      

      Spencer: “It goes on ‘for friendship/sex.’”

      

      B: “That means just what it says. I prefer the sort of person who would prefer to wear jeans and studded jackets. I understand this to indicate the type of person previously indicated in the advertisement. I filled out the form from a previous issue to place the advertisement. I paid about 15/- by cheque for it. I received no acknowledgement from the paper. The next I heard was when I got the replies. About two weeks later I got the letters. I bought a copy of IT. They arrived by post, addressed to me in an envelope. They were sealed and did not appear to have been tampered with or previously opened. They were from men. They were within the age group mentioned. One in his 50’s. I destroyed the replies because they were lewd and disgusting and of no interest to me.”

      

      Leon Brittan, barrister for International Times, argued the ads would not corrupt the average reader because they were phrased in a coded language and understood only by a practicing homosexual. On November 10, 1970 International Times was found guilty and Knuller (Publishing, Printing & Promotions) Ltd. fined £1500 and ordered to pay £500 costs. Directors Dave Hall, Graham Keen, and Peter Stansill, each received an eighteen month jail sentence suspended for two years, and were ordered to pay £200 each toward the costs. The publicity from the court case affected advertising revenue, and the paper never regained its former strength. International Times struggled on until mid-1974 when it ceased publication.
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            HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE EARLY RADICAL PRESS

          

        

      

    

    
      A recurring theme in the long battle for gay rights has been its association with Marxism, anarchism, and other movements on the Left. Not surprising when you consider that after the signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, it soon became clear that the phrase, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness” did not include African-Americans, women, Native Americans, homosexuals, and other disenfranchised groups. Out of these disgruntled masses grew a dissident press.

      
        
        __________

      

      

      

      “One cannot tell by looking whether a person is queer. Before queers can build a community, fight for civil rights, or even form friendships or more intimate relationships, they have to find each other. Before they can find each other, they have to find themselves in a culture that tells them in myriad ways to hide.”–Bob Ostertag in People’s Movements, People’s Press: The Journalism of Social Justice Movements.

      
        
        __________

      

      

      

      The underground press of the 1960s and 1970s appeared to be groundbreaking at the time, but that assortment of rags was just another chapter in a long history of radical publications dating back to America’s first newspaper. On September 25, 1690, Benjamin Harris’ Publick Occurrences, Both Foreign and Domestick was published, but Boston officials deemed it too critical, and it went down after only one issue. The press had to be sanctioned, licensed, and controlled by the authorities. In that respect, nothing changed between 1690 and 1960. In his book, The Paper Revolutionaries: The Rise and Fall of the Underground Press, Laurence Leamer wrote: “Thirty years later [after Publick Occurences] Benjamin Franklin’s brother James found himself thrown into prison for satirizing the local government in his New England Courant. During the Revolutionary War there was a ‘fugitive press’ and before the Civil War an ‘abolitionist press’ suffered severe harassment.”

      In Chicago, a century before the psychedelic Seed, the leftist Second City, and the radical Kaleidoscope, an anarchist paper called the Alarm sold 15,000 copies a week. The Alarm, first published October 4, 1884, was edited by Albert Parsons, who believed man’s laws were in violation of nature’s laws, therefore should be abolished. Two years later Parsons was arrested in connection with the “Haymarket Riot.”

      In Haymarket Square, on May 4, 1886, a rally in support of striking workers turned violent when a bomb was thrown into the police ranks. The explosion, subsequent panic, and gunfire, resulted in the deaths of seven police officers. Dozens of protestors were injured. Eight anarchists were arrested, six were sentenced to death, one died in prison, and one received a jail sentence of fifteen years, even though none of these men threw the bomb. Gov. Richard J. Oglesby commuted the death sentences for Samuel Fielden, Oscar Neebe, and Michael Schwab, to life in prison. On June 26, 1893, the three men were pardoned by John Peter Altgeld, the new governor. Of the remaining five, Louis Lingg committed suicide in prison, while Albert Parsons, August Spies, Adolph Fischer and George Engel were executed. Of the four who hung, three worked for left-wing newspapers: Parsons edited Alarm, August Spies edited the German-language Arbeiter-Zeitung, and Adolph Fischer was a typesetter for the same paper. Of the three pardoned, Michael Schwab was the assistant editor of Arbeiter-Zeitung and Oscar Neebe, the office manager. In total, of the eight anarchists arrested, five worked for radical papers.

      Sexual variance was rarely written about in American anarchist periodicals in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, though it was understood and accepted by sex radicals like John William Lloyd, Emma Goldman, and others. (See Free Comrades: Anarchism and Homosexuality in the United States, 1895-1917 by Terence Kissick). However, articles on the subject appeared regularly in the European radical press. Emil Szittya, the Hungarian anarchist, bohemian, writer, reporter, and Dadaist, wrote for several magazines, including the French modernist Les Hommes Nouveaux and the German anarchist Horizont-füzet. In his 1923 book, Das Kuriositäten-Kabinett, Szittya made reference to homosexual radicals: “Very many anarchists have this tendency. Thus I found in Paris a Hungarian anarchist, Alexander Sommi, who founded a homosexual anarchist group on the basis of this idea.” Also, German sexologist and homosexual rights campaigner, Magnus Hirschfeld, noted in his book Die Homosexualität des Mannes und des Weibes: “In the ranks of a relatively small party, the anarchist, it seemed to me as if proportionately more homosexuals and effeminates are found than in others.”

      Adolf Brand, a German anarchist, published Der Eigene, thought to be the first homosexual magazine in the world. The periodical ran from 1896 to 1932, when it was eventually shut down by Adolf Hitler and the Nazis. Not only was Der Eigene homosexually-oriented, but a number of the contributors were Jewish, like sexologist Benedict Friedlaender, anarchist poet and playwright Erich Mühsam, philosopher Theodor Lessing, and writers Kurt Hiller and Klaus Mann whose mother was Jewish. His bisexual father, Thomas Mann, author of the gay novel Death in Venice, was Lutheran, and also a contributor to Der Eigene. Other contributors were the painter Fidus (real name Hugo Reinhold Karl Johann Höppener) who died in 1948, but whose work was rediscovered in the 1960s and influenced the psychedelic posters of rock concerts. Other artists included Wilhelm von Gloeden, known for his photographs of nude Sicilian boys, and homosexual artist and bodybuilder, Sascha Schneider, whose 1894 drawing “The Anarchist” depicts a naked muscular male figure throwing a bomb.

      Another homosexual radical was the Prussian born Johannes Holzmann, who wrote under the name Senna Hoy. He edited the journal Der Kampf: Zeitschrift für gesunden Menschenverstand that included many of his own articles on homosexuality. In 1995 an article appeared in the Journal of Homosexuality called “Anarchism and Homosexuality in Wilhelmine Germany: Senna Hoy, Erich Mühsam, John Henry Mackay,” by Walter Fähnders. In it, the author quotes from a Holzmann article called “Die Homosexualität als Kulturbewegung,” where he argued that “no one has the right to intrude in the private matters of another, to meddle in another's personal views and orientations, and that ultimately it is no one's business what two freely consenting adults do in their homes.”

      There were also female revolutionaries, like lesbian feminist, poet, and writer, Lucía Sánchez-Saornil, founder of the Spain’s Mujeres Libres, an organization of anarchist women working for women's liberation and social revolution. Even earlier than 1919, she wrote articles on homosexuality for publications like Los Quijotes, Tableros, Plural, Manantial and La Gaceta Literaria. Because of the controversial subject matter she was forced to write under a man’s name. Sánchez-Saornil was a friend of Emma Goldman, the American anarchist who spoke in defense of homosexuality and the plight of working-class women. In 1896 Goldman published an article called “Anarchy and the Sex Question” in Chicago’s Alarm. It began:

      

      “The workingman, whose strength and muscles are so admired by the pale, puny off-springs of the rich, yet whose labour barely brings him enough to keep the wolf of starvation from the door, marries only to have a wife and house-keeper, who must slave from morning till night, who must make every effort to keep down expenses. Her nerves are so tired by the continual effort to make the pitiful wages of her husband support both of them that she grows irritable and no longer is successful in concealing her want of affection for her lord and master, who, alas! soon comes to the conclusion that his hopes and plans have gone astray, and so practically begins to think that marriage is a failure.”

      

      Another anarchist newspaper in Chicago was Lucifer the Light-Bearer, edited by Moses Harman, a tireless campaigner for free love and women’s rights. The Free Love movement was anti-marriage and believed the laws of the State and antiquated morals of the Church should be kept out of sexual matters, notably age of consent, birth control, homosexuality, abortion, and prostitution. Lucifer the Light-Bearer was first published in Valley Falls, KS, in 1883, but moved to Chicago in 1896. In 1885, One Thousand and One Nights (The Arabian Nights), a collection of stories translated from Arabic by British writer Sir Richard Francis Burton, and also a version by British poet John Payne, was banned in the United States, because of its explicit sex and homosexual stories, like The Tale of the Youth and his Tutor and The Tale of Abu Nuwas and the Three Youths. In March 1885, in Lucifer the Light-Bearer “W” wrote:

      

      “Anthony Comstock [US Postal Inspector and politician], agent of the Vice Society, a moral smelling club composed partly of hypocrites and partly of ignoramuses, has recently pounced upon an unexpurgated edition of the Arabian Nights, and bullied the New York agent, Mr. Worthington, into promising not to sell any more copies of it.”

      

      In her book The Gender-Feminist Attack on Women, author Wendy McElroy writes that on February 23, 1887, the editor and staff of Lucifer were arrested for obscenity. The charges were in connection with three published letters to the editor. The letter from W.G. Markland caused the most trouble, quoting from a letter he received:

      

      “Today's mail brought me a letter from a dear lady friend, from which I quote and query: About a year ago F _____ gave birth to a babe, and was severely torn by the use of instruments in incompetent hands ... last night, her husband came down, forced himself into her bed and the stitches were torn from her healing flesh, leaving her in a worse condition than ever. I don't know what to do.”

      

      Markland goes on to pose questions:

      

      “Can there be legal rape? Did this man rape his wife? Would it have been rape had he not been married to her? Does the law protect the person of woman in marriage? Does it protect her person out of marriage? ... If a man stabs his wife to death with a knife, does not the law hold him for murder? If he murders her with his penis, what does the law do? ... Can a Czar have more absolute power over a subject than a man has over the genitals of his wife? ... Has freedom gender? ... "

      

      Moses Harman was sentenced to five years in jail for publishing the letter, but only served eight months on a technicality. In 1895 he was sentenced again to one year in jail, after which he moved Lucifer to Chicago. In the Chicago Tribune on February 27, 1906 a headline read, “Penitentiary for an editor”: “Moses Harman, 500 Fulton street, editor of Lucifer, the Light Bearer, who was convicted several months ago and sentenced to the penitentiary for sending objectionable literature through the mails, will be taken to the penitentiary at Joliet over the Alton road at 10 o’clock this morning.”

      Harman was seventy-five years old at the time, yet he survived the one-year sentence of hard labor, breaking rocks for eight hours a day, sometimes in the harsh Illinois winter. Free again he relocated to Los Angeles and renamed Lucifer the Light-Bearer as the American Journal of Eugenics. Harman died January 30, 1910. His obituary in the Chicago Tribune read: “Harman’s beliefs and teachings which led him to conflict with the views of the postal authorities had for their ideal the rearing of better children. He believed a woman was her own mistress.”

      In the 19th century Johannes Holzmann saying “it is no one's business what two freely consenting adults do in their homes” and W.G. Markland asking if a woman can be raped by her husband, are the same issues raised by the Gay Liberation and Women’s Liberation Fronts in the late 20th century. In the 1960s the concerns and issues of homosexuals, women, and African-Americans were only aired on the pages of the radical and underground press. It was life-changing for homosexuals, as the few gay publications that existed in the 1960s were staid and had a limited readership.

      In late 19th, early 20th Century, America, information about the “crime against nature” only surfaced in medical journals, in essays that sounded like anthropological studies of a sub-human species. At that time, the mainstream press ignored homosexuality, and the law reviled it. In Honselman vs. People, an 1897 Chicago sodomy case, Justice James Cartwright described homosexuality as “the abominable crime not fit to be named by Christians.”

      However, one defense of homosexuality was published in the Little Review, a Chicago literary journal, edited by lesbian anarchist Margaret Anderson. On February 4, 1915, Edith Mary Oldham Lees Ellis, the lesbian wife of British sexologist Havelock Ellis, visited Chicago to give a lecture at Orchestra Hall. Her talk comprised two papers, “Masculinism and Feminism,” written by her husband, and her self-penned “Sexuality and Eugenics.” Anderson was not impressed by Ellis’ lecture and wrote an editorial in the March 1915 Little Review entitled “Mrs. Ellis’ Failure.” “There was one great fault to be found with Mrs. Ellis’ lecture: it was not illuminating,” charged Anderson. In her opinion Ellis had not come through with her promise to tell the truth about sex. Ellis had said: “I have read all my husband’s manuscripts before they were published and I know he has never told anything but the truth about sex … I shall tell the truth as I know it, if I am sent to jail or put out of Chicago for it.”

      Margaret Anderson adopted “isms.” Futurism, Bergsonism, the New Paganism, Imagism, Dadaism, and Surrealism all found a home in the Little Review. The journal was primarily a magazine of art, poetry and literature, but also embraced feminism and anarchism. Emma Goldman wrote articles for the paper, and many writers were first published in its pages, including Ernest Hemingway. In 1917 the Little Review moved to New York’s Greenwich Village where it serialized James Joyce’s Ulysses from 1918 to 1921, for which the editor was taken to court for obscenity. Not everyone was as brave, or perhaps foolhardy, as Margaret Anderson, to openly defend homosexuality in print. Others veiled their support in the guise of articles advocating “free-love.”

      Another radical Greenwich Village magazine was Masses, started in 1911 by Piet Vlag, a Dutchman. The Masses soon fell apart and was adopted by a group of Village bohemians, with Max Eastman as editor. Eastman was a socialist and free-love advocate, who believed the upcoming revolution should be both cultural and political. The magazine included fiction, poetry, and art by leading radicals, some of them advocates of free-love, like Chicago’s Friday Night Review editor Floyd Dell, reporter John Reed, and bisexual Mabel Dodge Luhan, who wrote about her “women friends” in her 1933 autobiography, Intimate Memories. Cigar-smoking lesbian poet Amy Lowell also contributed to the magazine. In 1916 Masses was banned from sale on New York newsstands due to its pacifist stand against America’s pending involvement in the war in Europe. In 1917 it was barred from the mails. In the end, Masses was charged with violating the Espionage Act (Pub. L. 65-24, 40 Stat. 217, enacted June 15, 1917) for publishing “treasonable material” in the 1917 August issue. Max Eastman, Floyd Dell, John Reed, Josephine Bell, H.J. Glintenkamp, Art Young, and Merrill Rogers were all charged with seeking to “unlawfully and willfully … obstruct the recruiting and enlistment of the United States’ military.” Fifty years later the same charges were leveled at the underground press for urging readers to burn their Vietnam War draft cards. Eastman and his “band of traitors” faced $10,000 fines and twenty years in jail, but escaped prosecution with a hung jury. One rebellious juror was a socialist.

      Masses ceased publication soon afterwards. The Liberator and New Masses followed, but they were serious socialist papers. After the Bolsheviks toppled the Russian Tsarist autocracy in 1917, American socialists adopted a hardline Marxist approach, discarding the freethinking, free love advocates, bohemians, poets and artists. It would be decades before Greenwich Village saw another radical paper that embraced the arts. Not the Village Voice but the East Village Other.

      On October 26, 1955 the first issue of Village Voice hit the newsstands, launched by Ed Fancher, Dan Wolf, British journalist John Wilcock, and Norman Mailer. Though not politically radical, its place in gay history is secured by its coverage of the Stonewall Riots, though prior to that, homosexuality was not mentioned. In a 1967 article about the Underground Press Syndicate (UPS), Provo, a Los Angeles bi-weekly underground paper, criticized the Village Voice:

      

      “As underground papers wax successful the devil tempts them to fall into settled arrangements, to grow complacent and to join the Establishment. The Village Voice was founded during the days of the ‘Beat Generation.’ Now it is too good for UPS and supports Mayor Lindsay, Bobby Kennedy and Captain Fink of the New York Police Department.”

      

      The real successor to Masses was the East Village Other, co-founded in October 1965 by Walter Bowart, Ishmael Reed, Allen Katzman, Dan Rattiner, Sherry Needham and the Village Voice’s John Wilcock, who later co-founded Interview magazine with Andy Warhol. The East Village Other was a countercultural psychedelic paper with local, national, and international news, rock music, dope, Dada cut-up artwork and bizarre headlines. The East Village Other also included comic strips of explicit sex, including anal bestiality, and storylines about “offing the pigs.” In the New York Times obituary for the East Village Other’s first publisher, Walter Bowart, the author remembers the East Village Other was once described by a New York newspaper as, “So countercultural that it made the Village Voice look like a church circular.”

      Unlike the pre-Stonewall Village Voice, the East Village Other embraced homosexuals as an integral part of the political and spiritual counterculture movement. As early as 1968, the paper published gay classified ads for everything from Male Nude movies to lesbian consciousness-raising groups.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            2

          

          
            SEXUAL FREEDOM

          

        

      

    

    
      Wisconsin Sen. Joseph McCarthy’s 1950s witch-hunt of communists and homosexuals infiltrating American life was prophetic as a decade later a generation of college-educated gay men and women adopted socialism as the cause du jour. From the tightly bound chrysalis of the 1950s a butterfly emerged: the New Left. With it came a tidal wave of radical publications against the Vietnam War, that advocated free love, experimenting with drugs, and adopted the slogan: “The most revolutionary thing you can do is change your mind.” With this new openness, magazines like Time and Life cast a jaundiced eye over the twilight world of homosexuals with salacious exposés. This coincided with the emergence of the Sexual Freedom League and a discourse on sexuality in the underground press.

      
        
        __________

      

      

      
      “Sexual intercourse began in 1963 … between the end of the Chatterley ban and the Beatles' first LP.”–British author Philip Larkin in his poem Annus Mirabilis.

      
        
        __________

      

      

      
      World War II had a dramatic effect on the lives of young Americans: men were drafted into a virtually all-male environment to fight in foreign wars, while many women wore the overalls of Rosie the Riveter, working long hours in the munitions factories. Men found friendship, a camaraderie, affection, and brotherhood. Women formed sisterly bonds while packing bullets into boxes on the production line. Far from the scrutiny of family, neighbors, and church ministers, it’s not surprising that latent homosexual desires surfaced. The war shifted sexuality on its axis and muddied the tranquil waters of “traditional marriage.” At the end of the war, after VE and VJ Days, African-Americans were expected to return to the back of the bus, women to the role of homemakers, homosexuals back into the closet, leaving the country to be run by white heterosexual males, as it had been since the Founding Fathers.

      In the 1950s Wisconsin Sen. Joseph McCarthy embarked on a witch-hunt to purge government of communists and homosexuals. The result of that persecution of Reds and Pinks was the emergence of the revolutionary New Left and Gay Liberation Front of the 1960s. In 1965, Jack Weinberg, a leader in the Free Speech Movement at the University of California, Berkeley, told the San Francisco Chronicle: “We have a saying in the movement that we don’t trust anybody over 30.” In the 1960s a new term was coined: “The Generation Gap.” Older Americans clung to traditional gender roles, where John Wayne kills a bad guy, smiles, and blows smoke from the barrel of his gun. While women wear aprons and bake cookies in the cookie-cutter studio-set world of The Donna Reed Show. The ideal woman was Barbie, launched in 1959. White Barbie, that is, “Black Barbie” didn’t arrive until 1980. In 1967, Frank Zappa sang Plastic People, his take on Barbie women: A fine little girl/She waits for me/She's as plastic/As she can be/She paints her face/With plastic goo/And wrecks her hair/With some shampoo. At the end of the song, Zappa sings: Go home/and check yourself/you think we're singing 'bout someone else?

      In 1948 Dr. Alfred Charles Kinsey’s Sexual Behavior in the Human Male exposed high rates of masturbation, adultery, and pre-marital sex among the 18,000 men interviewed. Kinsey also noted thirty-seven percent of men had engaged in at least one homosexual act since puberty, that four percent were homosexual throughout their whole lives, and ten percent had been exclusively homosexual for the last three years. In the 1950s the American male had dueling identities: Traditional Family Values Man v. Rebel Without a Cause. The latter snapped their fingers to the free-form be-bop jazz of Charlie “Bird” Parker’s Bird Gets the Worm. Marlon Brando and James Dean presented on-screen images of tortured souls, and were lauded by Benzedrine soaked Beat Poets. Kenneth Anger produced homoerotic films like Fireworks, Allen Ginsberg’s Howl was published in 1956, William Burroughs’ Naked Lunch in 1959. The social movement of free-love was alive and well and living in Greenwich Village with Jackson Pollock, Mark Rothko, Willem de Kooning, Jack Kerouac, Lawrence Ferlinghetti et al. The generation gap grew wider still after the rebels without a cause found a cause: the Vietnam War.

      In the summer of 1958 the first issue of New York’s monthly Realist appeared with a front-page headline, “An Angry Young Magazine,” and an editorial boasting that the paper would be “devoted to the reporting and analysis of timely and significant conflicts that are ignored or treated superficially by the general press.” The founder, publisher, and editor, Paul Krassner, later joined Ken Kesey's Merry Pranksters, and co-founded the Yippies. In his autobiography, Confessions of a Raving Unconfined Nut, one story goes that when People magazine named Krassner “the father of the underground press,” he demanded a paternity test. The Realist was a mix of politics, cartoons, articles, and satire. In Playboy, Jacob Brackman described the Realist as the “Village Voice with its fly open.” Krassner’s most notorious satire, “Parts That Were Left Out of the Kennedy Book,” appeared in the May 1967 issue, titled after the censorship of William Manchester’s book, The Death of a President. The end of the satire has Jackie Kennedy talking about LBJ:

      
      “That man was crouching over the corpse, no longer chuckling but breathing hard and moving his body rhythmically. At first I thought he must be performing some mysterious symbolic rite he’d learned from Mexicans or Indians as a boy. And then I realized–there is only one way to say this–he was literally fucking my husband in the throat. In the bullet wound in the front of his throat. He reached a climax and dismounted. The next thing I remember, he was being sworn in as the new President.”

      
      On July 16, 1962 WBAI radio broadcast an interview with six homosexuals about their lives, careers, police problems, and promiscuity. Over August, September, and October, the Realist published the entire transcript of the program as “Live and Let Live: Parts One, Two and Three.” Here are some of the highlights:

      
      Question: “Well, do you think that your choice of a homosexual role is partially attributable to your revulsion against normal domesticity? … Well, I’m not saying normal–let’s say bourgeois domesticity.”

      
      Answer: “This I find very untrue. I think it is the nature of all human beings to be bisexual, and that this perverted nature results in strict homosexuals and strict heterosexuals, both of whom have puritanical attitudes toward the other. In fact, you can find homosexuals any day who will say to heterosexuals, ‘Oh, you made it with a girl! Oh, how terrible! This is awful!’ And the same thing: I’ll speak to a heterosexual friend and he’ll say, ‘How terrible! How can two boys have sex together! This is awful! This is perversion!’ This is puritanism. And both sides–both heterosexuals and homosexuals are guilty of it, which I find quite revolting to me. I think people should be free. Personally, I find that I have more homosexual relationships, and it’s because of the freedom–call it promiscuity if you will; I call it freedom. I think that there is more freedom, more honesty between people in a homosexual relationship, because the social rules have built up within a framework which is not widespread and therefore including people who are completely frigid and anti-sex–but I find an equal amount of satisfaction with a girl who is equally free. And since … there are very few girls who are sexually free … this doesn’t happen as often, for obvious reasons.”

      
      Question: “I want to talk about harassment, which I think is practiced.”

      
      Answer: “Yeah, but let’s talk about anarchy so we can settle this. The heterosexual sees homosexuality as anarchy, but they really see it as a competing system, and this is not true. It’s not trying to compete. We’re not trying to overthrow heterosexual society.”

      
      Another guest answers: “As a group, homosexuals are not of any particular political mind. This I have found out much to my horror, but they are not. I feel they all should be–every blooming homosexual in the world should be anti-state, anti-establishment, anti-government, because every government–with the exception of Napoleon’s of course–has put down homosexuals. If I may say one thing about the government attitude here towards the equation of homosexuality and Communism, the Communist Party–which of course is a radical group, and I belong to other radical groups, although the Communist Party, in my opinion, is counter revolutionary–the Communist Party is probably the most puritanical group in the United States of America. It’s more puritanical than the Women’s Temperance Union. They’re impossible. … They’re like a bunch of early Salem, Massachusetts puritans. … Then basically, inherent in our democracy is a tolerance towards minorities. … Well, let’s just say a tolerance towards homosexuality is just a democratic idea.”

      
      Question: “I’d like to ask one final question … if you could address the corporate straight world … what would you say to them regarding the homosexual? What attitude would you like them to adopt toward homosexual society?”

      
      Answer: “Well, I’d sum it up in a phrase. I’d say, just: “Live and let live.”

      
      The veneer of secrecy covering the twilight world of the homosexual was scratched again by Life magazine on June 26, 1964 with Paul Welch’s expose, “Homosexuality in America.” It begins:

      
      “These brawny young men in their leather caps, shirts, jackets and pants are practicing homosexuals, men who turn to other men for affection and sexual satisfaction. They are part of what they call the ‘gay world,’ which is actually a sad and often sordid world. … Homosexuality shears across the spectrum of American life–the professions, the arts, business and labor. It always has. But today, especially in big cities, homosexuals are discarding their furtive ways and openly admitting, even flaunting, their deviation. Homosexuals have their own drinking places, their special assignation streets, even their own organizations. And for every obvious homosexual, there are probably nine nearly impossible to detect. This social disorder, which society tries to suppress, has forced itself into the public eye because it does present a problem–and parents especially are concerned. The myth and misconception with which homosexuality has so long been clothed must be cleared away, not to condone it but to cope with it.”

      
      Subheadings in the piece include: “A secret world grows open and bolder. Society is forced to look at it and try to understand it,” “The ‘Gay’ World Takes to the City Streets,” “Rejected by the ‘Straight’ World, Homosexuals Build a Society of Their Own,” “In a Constant Conflict with the Law, the Homosexual Faces Arrest, Disgrace,” and “A Legal-Religious Debate Grows Over Personal Immorality.” Welch’s expose ends with an article by Ernest Havemann, titled “Scientists search for the answers to a touchy and puzzling question: Why?”

      Throughout the 1950s and 1960s gay rights groups like One Inc., Mattachine Society, and Daughters of Bilitis, tried to educate the public about homosexual concerns. However, within the cloistered walls of academia, university students were sheltered from homosexual life in the outside world. Too young to frequent gay bars and socializing mostly within their own peer group, students were more likely to learn about homosexuality from the Free Universities that emerged after the Free Speech Movement at the University of California, Berkeley. One of the most successful was Midpeninsula Free University (MFU) in Palo Alto, CA, where, for a $10 membership fee, between 150 and 300 courses were offered to everyone. One early speaker at MFU was Paul Goodman, the bisexual novelist, playwright, poet, and anarchist intellectual. Goodman’s essay, “Memoirs of an Ancient Activist,” was published in New York’s Win in November 1969. (A revised version entitled “The Politics of Being Queer” appears in Crazy Hope and Finite Experience: Final Essays of Paul Goodman, edited by Taylor Stoehr). It begins with the line: “In essential ways, my homosexual needs have made me a nigger.”

      In June 1968, in the Midpeninsula Observer, Vic Lovell writes, “Free U course asks ‘all sexual questions.’” Lovell and Robb Crist are offering a course in “Sexual Morality Now.” The course description reads:

      
      “Among the young these days many traditional questions regarding ‘sexual morality’ are no longer relevant. Few, for example, would find much worth discussing the question of whether unmarried people should make love or whether teenage girls should be provided with birth control pills if they want them. That was yesterday’s revolution.

      “Though liberals may deny it, radicals know that the domino theory is true, in sex as in politics. The new climate of permissiveness creates as many problems as it solves. For example, should (or can) you love more than one person at the

      same time, and if you do, can possessiveness and jealousy be eliminated by sleeping with both at the same time, (i.e. in the same bed and at the same time)? The demand for exclusivity in sexual relationships creates many problems, but is inclusivity a feasible alternative?

      “We will try to consider all sexual questions, no matter how freaky or outlandish they may be, including the value of orgies, group marriage, bisexuality, homosexuality, and the future of conventional marriage and family structures. Everybody’s doing something about it, but nobody’s talking. If you feel the need for gentle but candid verbal communication, come join us.”

      
      One organization that students read about in college papers and the underground press was the Sexual Freedom League (SFL). Founded in New York City in 1963 by Jefferson Poland (later J. “Fuck” Poland) and Dr. Leo Koch, SFL was a nudist and orgy group that campaigned for sex education and repeal of laws against censorship, abortion, and sodomy. Koch, a professor of biology, was fired from his job for advocating pre-marital sex, and Poland was described by Time magazine in 1966 as “a restless student who says he is studying to be ‘either a lawyer or an agitator.’” Koch’s troubles began in April 1960 when University of Illinois President David D. Henry and the board of trustees fired him from his job after his letter advocating pre-marital sex was published in the Daily Illini, the student newspaper. In the letter he wrote: “With modern contraceptives and medical advice readily available at the nearest drugstore, or at least a family physician, there is no valid reason why sexual intercourse should not be condoned among those sufficiently mature to engage in it without social consequences and without violating their own codes of morality or ethics.”

      Frank Hughes in the Chicago Tribune wrote that Koch “went on a literary sex binge in the columns of a student newspaper.” A meeting of the university board of trustees, nine men and one woman, found Koch’s letter “odious, detrimental to the university, a flouting of Illinois law, and grounds for dismissal.” Koch’s defense was that there needed to be a public discussion about sex. As a result of his firing, thousands of students protested and police were summoned to remove them from the administrative building. In July 1960, 229 faculty and staff members wrote a letter of protest to Henry and the trustees, saying they did the school a “disservice” firing Koch and were setting “a precedent that infringes on free enquiry, teaching and discussion.” Three years later, on April 26, 1963, the American Association of University Professors voted to censure Henry and the University of Illinois board of trustees for firing Koch.

      Jefferson Poland moved to San Francisco and founded an SFL chapter at the University of California, Berkeley. In the Berkeley Barb in February 1966, Poland asked why human sexuality was taboo at the University:

      
      “Cal teaches Marxism … which is evidently less frightening to the Regents. The psychology department offers instruction on a wide variety of human activities–perception, motivation, adjustment, group processes, language, cognition, childhood, adolescence, behavior disorders–but doesn’t consider the psychology of sex sufficiently important to be the subject of a course. … At LA’s Free University of California, Lawrence Lipton lectures on ‘The New Morality and the Sexual Revolution.’”

      
      Lipton was a journalist, writer, beat poet, and father of James Lipton, host of the TV series Inside the Actor’s Studio. In the 1920s Lipton was a figure in the Chicago Renaissance, friends with writers Edgar Lee Masters, Sherwood Anderson, Harriet Monroe, Ben Hecht, and Carl Sandburg who congregated in Towertown, Chicago’s gay neighborhood. Lipton also wrote for underground papers like the Los Angeles Free Press, and was the author of Holy Barbarians, a 1959 book about the Beat poets. The cover of the first edition reads: “At last the complete story of the ‘Beat’–that hip, cool, frantic generation of new Bohemians who are turning the American scale of values inside out.” In the book, a Beat named Chris Nelson, talks about Allen Ginsberg’s friend, Carl Solomon, and the fluid sexuality of the bohemians in Greenwich Village:

      
      “Their homosexuality, I don't know, I feel it's weird, sort of–what I mean, it isn't real, really. I've seen these guys from the sticks make it in New York who don't know how to be homosexuals and they learn from other fags how to be homosexuals. These guys are like this intellectual type homosexual. They are well read and they know all the things that the famous homosexuals have written in literature. But these same guys, they still make it with chicks.”

      
      In Lipton’s 1965 book The Erotic Revolution, he wrote:

      
      “Repeal all the laws regulating pre-marital sex; Make legal marriage optional; Repeal all laws making homosexuality illegal; Repeal all the so-called 'unnatural laws' regarding the sexual act; Make contraceptives legal everywhere and free to low income groups; Make all abortions legal and free to those unable to pay."

      
      Jefferson Poland’s article in the Berkeley Barb opened a discourse on the letters pages, on subjects like “what is, and what isn’t ‘sick sex,’” and “pansensualism,” topics that were never mentioned in the mainstream press. The Berkeley Barb was a weekly newspaper edited by Max Scherr, first published in August 1965. In his book, The Paper Revolutionaries, Laurence Leamer described Scherr as “a middle-aged radical with a full, silver-flecked beard, and a quaint, almost rigid sense of individuality.” The Berkeley Barb was one of the most influential underground papers, covering anti-war protests, radical politics, and civil rights issues. It also embraced nudity in its graphics, and carried sex ads for X-rated films, porno bookstores, and masseurs, both gay and straight.

      In April 1965, the Los Angeles Free Press published “Sexual Liberty Movement to Follow Civil Rights,” an article about psychologist Dr. Albert Ellis visiting the Los Angeles chapter of the Institute for Rational Living. In his lecture, Ellis repeatedly called for women’s rights and sexual liberty groups to form using the template of the racial freedom groups. He said:

      
      “Most people live lives today that do not tap one-tenth of their psychological and sexual capacities for life enjoyment and fulfillment on earth, yet we are reaching for the moon. … The widespread erroneous beliefs in women’s inferiority and the evil wrong of our sex drives except in marriage and for procreation–these false concepts would be a good place to begin along with civil rights.”

      
      After years of derision in the mainstream press, where homosexuality was judged criminal or a medical anomaly, negative attitudes toward sexual variance were now being openly challenged in the underground press. In October 1965 One Inc. placed an ad in the Los Angeles Free Press that read:

      
      “For a completely new and up to date look
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