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T

yrone was a young boy born in South Carolina to very hard-working parents. Tyrone was a Black boy with a high curiosity who always looked for the good in people but always wondered where things came from. When Tyrone was six years old, he had a dream that he had traveled to a different time and saw a completely different style of life where people were slaves. Six years-old Tyrone did not know what he was getting into when he saw slaves working in the yard, and the things he never knew about. He woke up and went to school like nothing had happened, but when he came back, he mentioned the dream he had had to his parents during dinner. This prompted his parents to start speaking to him about slavery and what they knew about it, as they were descendants of Southern slaves.

Tyrone never had another one of these episodes, and he grew up, went to middle school, and to high school. Just as he was getting ready to graduate high school, he had a very vivid dream where he died in his dream, and he woke up in a different timeline. This time, the dream was in the '60s, and he woke up in a time when there was a lot of political unrest in the country. There was the hippie movement. He was walking around in his dream vividly and looking at everyone. People were also looking at him, and he was just immersed in the dream. He woke up from his dream completely disturbed and realized, "Hey, I actually was able to have people look at me in the dream, and I looked at them, and I remember vividly what was going on."

Tyrone graduated from high school, but he never forgot the two episodes he had and how they were getting a little bit more intense. Tyrone went to college, and in college, he spoke to many people, but one person in particular allowed him to engage in a very interesting conversation. The person was a physicist who was working on a time machine, and what he was telling Tyrone about his dreams was that Tyrone was not actually dreaming, that he was actually time-traveling. He time traveled and was able to travel to these periods of time. So, through this time machine, the goal was to transport Tyrone to these different times and have him experience the different eras that he was unable to live through because he was too young.

The time machine was worked on, and it was created, but the only thing was that for every time period that he was going to visit, the only way for Tyrone to come back was that Tyrone had to be killed in that time in order for him to come back to his reality of life. This is 2025. Tyrone is now in college, and he and his friend, whose name is Lucas, have created this time machine, and they are ready to launch it. The first period that Tyrone wants to go to, because that was the first dream that he had, was the period of slavery in the South. He wants to live it. So, they get the time machine together. They put him in there, and they get Tyrone to this timeline of slavery.

The machine was set to the period of slavery, where they were in the field already in South Carolina, but the machine was miscalculated, and it pushed him all the way to Africa, where Tyrone was running around in the wild. He landed over there from the time machine, just on the beaches of South Africa, and he was abruptly grabbed by slave traders who put him on the boat to come to America. Tyrone was beaten, just like everyone else. He was violently put on the boat. The boat ride was rough. Many, many people died. Tyrone didn't know how to make it better, and he kept on praying that he would be sent back to the reality of 2025 because he knew he wasn't from that era. But he remembered what Lucas told him: that the only way he could come back was if he died, and he wasn't ready to die. He was scared that if he died, he wasn't going to come back because he had never done it before. So he became friends with the fellow slaves who were on the boat, and they were praying together, and somehow Tyrone was able to fit in during that period and learned the native language that the other African slaves were speaking. He was able to communicate. That was one of the advantages of time travel. The machine completely gave him the ability to be immersed in that particular time. So he was on the boat for months. Every day, people were getting sick, and slaves were just beaten. Women who were pregnant with babies were in pain. The smell was horrific. Nobody showered, and nobody had been clean. As people died, they were just thrown out into the water. There was no ethical or humane way to dispose of the bodies. They were treated like they were worse than cattle that were being transported, worse than pigs that were being transported. They were just treated in a way that was absolutely horrific and completely and entirely inhumane.

Tyrone and his boat landed in America after months and months of travel. As they landed, they were all lined up, chained up. They just wiped their faces and wiped their teeth, just like they do with animals when they are shown to be purchased. They were taken to the market, and at the market, there was a mob, not a mob, but a large number of very rich slave owners in the area, which so happened to be the area around South Carolina where Tyrone was born. As he was standing there, chained up, only covering his private parts with a white cloth material, sort of a towel, he had not bathed, had not had much to eat, just barely water and a few things that they gave them to eat, which were the same things they fed dogs, their bones and leftovers. He was standing there in pain, looking around and looking at all of his fellow slaves. Tears came out of his eyes, the impotency of not being able to do anything about it. One of the older slaves, because as he traveled, Tyrone was the same age as he was in college. He was only 21 years old. As he was standing there, one of the older slaves that he had befriended just told him to stand still and do what he was told.

Tyrone was young, so he was one of the first ones to be picked up, as he was able to reproduce. The slave owner who was interested in purchasing him said, "He's young." the slave owner who was making the sale, highlighted: "He's young. He's able to reproduce, which is going to be a good purchase for you." Just as they do with cows and animals, they're able to be a good bull, which is what they resemble him to, and his teeth are good. So he exemplified health and virility, as he was young. Tyrone was purchased, and his friend was also purchased with him, and they were taken to a very, very large farm in South Carolina.

As Tyrone rode in the back of the slave owner's transportation, he began to notice familiar sights passing by. The curves of the land, the trees, the way the fields stretched beneath the sky it all reminded him of home. Though it was the 1830s, the landscape looked exactly like the place where he had grown up. In that moment, it hit him: he was back in South Carolina, the land of his birth.

A wave of emotion rose in his chest, and he felt an overwhelming urge to break down and cry. But before he could, the friend beside him whispered, “Stay strong. Don’t let them see your tears. They’ll beat you for it.”

As they were navigating the trip to the huge slave farm, they landed there. They got there and they saw that there were hundreds and hundreds of slaves. From what they could see, they could just gather. They got there, and they got introduced to the slaves there. Tyrone was not rebellious. He was compliant because he was just figuring out what was going on now, since he grew up in the modern world. He knew how things were, so he was looking around, and there was nothing that he was used to. There were no computers. There were no telephones. There were no TVs. There was nothing. It was very primitive. They were still running around with horses and pulling everything with horses and cows, and pigs. So he was out there, and because he was young and he was strong, he was immediately put out there to work in the crops, to start working the crops, to start working on the farm. So he was out there, from sunup to sundown. He had a foreman, I guess the top slave on the farm, and he also befriended Tyrone. He became almost like a protector for Tyrone, and he started to give him the rundown on how things were on the farm. He told him, "Hey, you have to keep your head down. You have to be compliant. You have to listen. You have to do what our master says that you have to do."

Because Tyrone was transported, and he spoke the native language of the folks over there in Africa, he really didn't speak the language of the new people. So he was in his mind, you know, he knew that he spoke the language from America, but because he was transported, and the transportation dropped him off in Africa, he was not able to speak English. So he was having to learn the English language that he knew he was familiar with, but somehow he was not able to remember how to speak. So he had to learn, but he quickly learned. He learned quicker than all of the other African slaves that came on the boat. Not only did he learn to speak, but he was also able to pick up reading. It came back to him as he was looking at signs and looking at things. He was able to read.

Tyrone then secretly started teaching the other slaves how to read, giving homework to the kids. So he secretly created a school for the kids to learn how to read and how to write, and this was going on for months and months and months, until one of the other slaves became jealous of the protection that Tyrone and the favor that Tyrone had gotten with not only the foreman of the farm section that Tyrone was in, but the master. The master of the farm also took a very good liking to Tyrone, to the point that he was allowing Tyrone to come into the house. Tyrone was different than all the other slaves, and he knew that the master knew that Tyrone was different. Tyrone was able to speak at a level that the other slaves were not able to speak. The master was always looking at Tyrone, like, "How do you know to say this? How do you know to say that? How do you know what to do in these different types of situations that are coming up on the farm and coming up in general, not only with the crops but also with the cattle and also at the house?" Tyrone became like a confidant to the master, the full owner of the farm.

Because Tyrone was a very handsome young Black man, he had some other slaves that hated him because of the favor that he had
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ABOUT THE BOOK

To return to the future, they must first survive the past.
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Tyrone, a curious college student with a unique connection to history, and his
brilliant physicist friend, Lucas, have built a time machine. But their invention
comes with a terrifying rule: the only way back is to die in the era they visit.

Their first journey thrusts Tyrone into the brutal reality of the Transatlantic
slave trade, where he endures the Middle Passage and the horrors of a South
Carolina plantation. Their second, accidental trip strands both friends in the
antebellum South with no memory, forcing them to navigate the dangers of
slavery and the Underground Railroad while forming forbidden bonds.

In a final daring trip, they land in the tumultuous 1960s, witnessing iconic
moments like a Beatles concert and the March on Washington. But the era's
violent racism proves just as deadly as the previous centuries they've survived.

Each return home is a relief, but the traumatic memories are seared into their
minds. How much more of history's pain can they endure before a visit to the
past becomes a permanent stay Through it all.
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