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INTRODUCTION

Dalkey has been around a long time, some 1,500 years to be precise, as evidenced by St Begnet’s churchyard in Castle Street. On the other hand, Killiney is a much more recent upstart, since it only started to develop after the railway had arrived in 1858. But in recent years, both Dalkey and Killiney have consolidated their positions as the most expensive places in Ireland to buy a house. To buy a decent sized house, either old or new, in either place, you’ll need at least a cool €5 million in your wallet or purse.

However, Dalkey’s medieval history is impressive. From about 1300 onwards, the River Liffey was so silted up that it couldn’t be used as a port for Dublin, so Dalkey stood in. Goods were either unloaded in Dalkey and taken by packhorse to Dublin (the forerunner of the DART) or transshipped to Ringsend, which in those days was a small coastal village some distance from Dublin.

Residents’ strong attachment to the sea is seen today in the ferocious attachment they have to Bulloch Harbour and the energy they put into preventing unwanted developments. The much smaller Coliemore Harbour, from which boats depart to the delightfully natural and unspoiled Dalkey Island, also has a strong resonance with the Dalkey community.

Dalkey developed strong fortifications, including seven castles, two of which survive today, in Castle Street. During the nineteenth century, Dalkey began to develop as a proper village and today, a couple of retail establishments in Dalkey date back to the late nineteenth century. Dalkey has also seen the development of many communal facilities, such as the library and St Mary’s Hall, both on Castle Street. Such is the attachment of people in the area to the unspoiled village charms of Dalkey’s central area that multinationals who’ve tried to plant footholds in the area, such as Starbucks, have met with a frosty reception. After the railway arrived in Dalkey, house building accelerated and many fine residential developments took place during the nineteenth century, such as the magnificent Sorrento Terrace. On the other hand, Killiney has had to work harder to create a separate identity. Until the Vico Road was opened up in the mid-nineteenth century, Killiney had no north–south road apart from Killiney Hill Road. It still lacks a pivotal village centre to match that of Dalkey, and it doesn’t have the retail and communal facilities of Dalkey. Places like Killiney Shopping Centre, while useful, don’t have the same zeitgeist as Dalkey’s Castle Street. However, both areas have had a strong attraction for artists of all kinds, whether writers, painters or musicians. In Killiney, beyond doubt, the best-known artistic resident is Bono of U2, while another band member, ‘The Edge’, also lives in the area. In Dalkey, by contrast, the village has been popular with many writers, such as George Bernard Shaw and in much more modern times, Maeve Binchy and Hugh Leonard, while well-known contemporary media performers, such as Vincent Browne, have long been attracted to Dalkey‘s delights.

The unspoiled natural attractions have a powerful appeal. Dalkey Island is a wonderful place to escape the fast pace of modern life, while for rock climbers, Dalkey’s old quarry is one of the best and most challenging spots in the country. Killiney Hill also provides stiff challenges for walkers and those who like slightly more modest uphill ventures.

In terms of public transport access, since the DART arrived in 1984, both Dalkey and Killiney have been easy to reach. Dalkey has long since overcome the withdrawal of its Number 8 tram service to Dublin city centre, in 1949, and the much more recent withdrawal of the Number 8 bus in 2015.




TIMELINE

c. 650 First church on Dalkey Island

1200  Dalkey becomes the main harbour for Dublin and remains so for four centuries

1326  Archbishop of Dublin grants thirty-nine burgages in Dalkey

1740  Killiney Obelisk built

1745  The Queens Bar and Hotel, Castle Street, Dalkey, opens

1757  Dalkey is described as having seven castles

1780  First King of Dalkey is crowned

1798  About 1,000 insurgents gather on Dalkey Hill for the rebellion

1815  Start of quarrying at Dalkey Hill, for building of Kingstown Harbour

1818  Construction starts on Bulloch Harbour

1840  Manderley Castle, now owned by the Irish singer-songwriter Enya, is built

1840  Church of the Assumption, Dalkey, is built

1843  St Patrick’s Church of Ireland, Dalkey, is built

1843  Loreto Abbey, Dalkey, is founded

1844  Atmospheric railway is built in Dalkey

1845  Construction begins on Sorrento Terrace

1847  Queenstown Tavern opens at Coliemore Road, Dalkey (now The Club)

1854  Dalkey railway station opens

1858  First station opens at Killiney (present station opens in 1882)

1858  Holy Trinity church, Killiney, is built

1866  George Bernard Shaw moves into Torca Cottage, Dalkey; he lives there for eight years

1869  The Goat Castle, Dalkey, is turned into the town hall

1887  Killiney Hill Park, formerly Victoria Park, opens

1889  Vico Road opens as a public thoroughfare

1904  James Joyce teaches for a term at Clifton School, Dalkey Avenue

1949  Last tram route, the number 8 to Dalkey, closes down

1958  Lennox Robinson, playwright, producer and long-time resident at Sorrento Cottage in Dalkey, dies

1964  The Dalkey Archive, a comic novel by Flann O’Brien, is published

1966  After Nelson’s Pillar in O’Connell Street, Dublin is blown up, Nelson’s head is used in a fashion photoshoot on Killiney beach

1970  Dan Finnegan buys what is now Finnegan’s pub, Dalkey

1973  Dalkey Community Council is founded

1975  Rolland’s Restaurant opens in Killiney

1979  Two trains collide near Dalkey; over forty people are injured

1984  DART rail system opens and includes Dalkey and Killiney stations

1991  Theodora FitzGibbon, food writer and critic, who lived for many years at Coliemore Road, Dalkey, dies

1993  Cyril Cusack, actor, who had close connections with Dalkey, dies

1998  Heritage Centre opens in Dalkey Castle

1998  Jim Sheridan, film-maker, buys site for seafront home in Dalkey

2002  Paddy Fitzpatrick, owner of Fitzpatrick’s Castle Hotel, Killiney, dies

2003  Harry Latham, chronicler of Dalkey history, dies

2006  Killiney Court Hotel closes down

2006  Dr John de Courcy Ireland, marine historian who lived at Dalkey Avenue for many years, dies

2009  Hugh Leonard, playwright and novelist, raised in Dalkey and long-time resident at Pilot View, Dalkey, dies

2012  Maeve Binchy, author and long-time Dalkey resident, dies

2015  End of Dublin Bus Number 8 route to Dalkey

2017  The Guinea Pig restaurant, Dalkey, is sold by Mervyn Stewart after forty years

2018  Killiney Stores, at the corner of Strathmore Road and Killiney Hill Road, closes

2018  Val Mulkerns, Dalkey-based writer, dies

2019  The Second World War sign at Hawk Cliff, Dalkey, is restored
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CHURCHES

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, DALKEY

This church, on Castle Street in Dalkey, was built in 1840 and 1841. The first parish priest of the parish of Kingstown, formed in 1829 and running from Kingstown to Bray, was Canon Sheridan. In March 1840, he called a meeting of Dalkey residents to discuss building a new church in Dalkey. As a result of that meeting, a site was leased from Thomas Connolly, opposite the ruins of St Begnet’s. Later on, Connolly’s son, Canon James Connolly, who was the parish priest of St Kevin’s in Harrington Street, Dublin, donated the site in Castle Street to the new church. The church was built from granite, in the Gothic Revival style, and when it was dedicated on 26 September 1841, it consisted only of the present-day nave. It wasn’t until Dalkey was expanding, in the 1880s, that the then parish priest decided to extend the church, adding new transepts, as well as a bell tower. The roof was raised, a fan vaulted ceiling was added, and an organ was installed.

Over the next fifty years, many more interior decorations were added. Then, in 1991, the church was renovated for its 150th anniversary. The French-made stained-glass windows were restored and the plaster Stations of the Cross were returned to their original colour. Today, the two priests at the church are Fr Patrick Devitt, the administrator, who celebrated his golden jubilee as a priest in June 2019, and Fr Declan Gallagher. Finbarr Madden is the sacristan and Caitriona Fogarty is the parish secretary. The parish’s Pastoral Council was set up in 2006 as a partnership between priests and laity. Among the many funerals held at the church in recent years was that of author Maeve Binchy in 2012, when it was said that she was up talking with the Almighty.

DALKEY PARISH OUTREACH

This was set up in 1999 by Terry Dunne and Clare Byrne, who discovered that even small amounts of money can do an amazing amount of good. Out of that project evolved the Friends of Kitui, a voluntary group that encouraged development projects in the Catholic diocese of Kitui in Kenya. The group lasted until 2012.

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, KILLINEY

This Church of Ireland church, built in 1859, is set in a corner of Killiney Hill Road. It was built three years after the railway line was built through Killiney and its arrival encouraged the building of many new houses, hence the new church. The church was built on part of the grounds of Killiney Castle and its then owner, Robert Warren, put up most of the money for the construction of the church. His nephew, Sandham Symes, was the architect.

Tucked in under the slope of Killiney Hill, the church has a short tower, topped with a curious Oriental-looking copper cap. The church is renowned for its Harry Clarke stained-glass window, the Angel of Peace; visitors come from all over the world to see it. The church also has a magnificent carved pulpit with five bronze panels. The current rector is the Venerable Gary Hastings.

Across the road from the church is the Carry Centre, which is a hub of community and parochial activities throughout the week.

LORETO ABBEY, DALKEY

Loreto Abbey is a member house of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which was founded in the seventeenth century. The Irish branch of the Institute was founded in 1821 by Frances Ball. She founded Loreto Abbey in 1841 and designed the castellated structure, built from Dalkey granite, herself. The abbey opened as a day and boarding school in 1843.
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Loreto College, Dalkey.
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Loreto Abbey, Dalkey.



OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL, BALLYBRACK

One of the newer churches in the area, the parish was constituted from Cabinteely parish in 1974 and the new church was built at Church View Road, Killiney, shortly afterwards. The pastoral centre was built in 2007 and remains a vibrant hub for the parish, where the current priest is Fr John Sinnott. St Stephen’s is a chapel of ease to the Ballybrack church. It was opened in 1984 and Imogen Stuart became the artist in residence. The interior of the chapel of ease is tranquil and simple, while outside, the small garden with its mini cloisters also conveys an impression of monastic serenity. However, recent staffing difficulties in the Roman Catholic Church have meant that the opening times for the chapel of ease can be sporadic.

St Begnet’s church ruins

Directly opposite the Church of the Assumption in Dalkey are the ruins of St Begnet’s Church. St Begnet, or St Becnat, is the patron saint of Dalkey, but little is known of her. In the eleventh century, she was said to have been a member of the aristocratic family of Dál Messin Corb, which ruled over north and central Leinster until about 700 AD. When they lost control over these territories, their rule was confined to the Wicklow Mountains. As for St Begnet, she established churches both in Dalkey itself and on nearby Dalkey Island. The ruins of both can be seen today; in the case of the Dalkey ruins, those are next door to Dalkey Castle and its heritage centre. The area around the Dalkey church was used as a burial ground from the thirteenth century onwards and the last burial took place in 1930. The earliest part of the church ruins date from the tenth century. Before the stone church was built, there was probably a wooden church on the site during the sixth or seventh centuries.


[image: ]


St Begnet’s graveyard, Castle Street, Dalkey.



ST MATTHIAS, BALLYBRACK

This Church of Ireland church at Church Road, Ballybrack, dates back to the 1840s. The exterior of the church is noted for its deep-set and narrow doors and windows, as well as its pinnacles. The church is cruciform in its design, including a nave with transepts and a chancel with the bell tower at the west end. The windows are of late Victorian stained glass. There’s also a large parish centre, with three rooms and parking for fifty cars. The rector is Revd Dr William Olhausen, while the honorary curate is Revd Paddy McGlinchey.

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, DALKEY

This Church of Ireland church dates back to 1843, shortly after the Roman Catholic church in Castle Street, Dalkey, was consecrated. St Patrick’s was built on a granite outcrop overlooking Bulloch Harbour and it has remained a landmark in the area ever since. The current rector is Revd Bruce Hayes. The sermon at the opening service in 1843 was preached by Richard Whately, the highly eccentric Church of Ireland Archbishop of Dublin. The church was extended in 1853 and again in 1879. The adjoining schoolhouse had been built in 1870. In 1999, the whole parochial hall complex was upgraded and extended and a new school building added.

Today, the interior memorials remain one of the most interesting points of the church’s interior. They include a memorial to local people who fell during the First World War of 1914 to 1918. The adjoining rectory was built in 1866 in the Russian villa style which was then so popular. It was built on the site of a disused quarry, which had provided the stone for the church itself. One of the features of the rectory garden was the vast number of rosebushes, 400 in all, long since gone, but which continue to flourish in the gardens of parishioners.
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St Patrick’s Church, Dalkey.
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