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Legal Disclaimer

	The information contained in this book was accurate at the time of writing and research. All statistics, records, and results are correct as published. Due to the ongoing nature of sport, some records may have been surpassed by the time you read this book.

	This book is not affiliated with, endorsed by, or officially connected to FIFA, any national football association, any club, or any official competition organiser. All team names, player names, and competition names are used for identification and educational purposes only.
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Introduction: Welcome to the Challenge
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	There is nothing quite like the FIFA World Cup. Every four years, the world stops. Offices empty. Families crowd around television screens. Arguments break out over line-ups, tactics, and whether that penalty should have been given. Children dream of pulling on the national shirt. Adults relive the tournaments of their own childhoods. The World Cup is not just a football competition — it is a global event unlike anything else in sport.

	Since the first tournament in Uruguay in 1930, the World Cup has produced some of the greatest sporting moments ever witnessed. It has given us Pelé lifting the trophy for the third time in 1970. It has given us Maradona’s Hand of God and his Goal of the Century in the same match. It gave us Germany’s extraordinary 7–1 demolition of Brazil on Brazilian soil in 2014. It gave us Kylian Mbappé’s stunning hat-trick in the 2022 final that still was not enough to stop Argentina claiming their third title. The World Cup gives and gives, and it never stops surprising us.

	This book is your celebration of every era of that remarkable competition. Whether you remember watching the 1966 final at Wembley, whether you grew up watching Brazil in 2002, or whether your first World Cup was 2018 or 2022 — there is something here for you. Across ten themed chapters, you will be tested on goal scorers and goalkeepers, managers and mavericks, host cities and iconic stadiums, giant killings and glorious finals. No topic goes untouched.

	The format is simple, welcoming, and built for fun — whether you are playing solo, challenging your family at the dinner table, hosting a quiz night with friends, or using this in a classroom. Each chapter contains four rounds: Multiple-Choice questions to warm you up, a True or False round to test your instincts, a Fill in the Blank round to see how much detail you truly know, and a tough Expert Challenge round for those who really want to prove their knowledge. A full Answer Key at the end of each chapter gives you not just the correct answers but fascinating context and background to help you learn as you go.

	You do not need to start at Chapter One. Each chapter stands completely on its own, so if you are passionate about goalkeeping legends, jump straight to Chapter Three. If the 2026 tournament is what excites you most, head directly to Chapter Ten. This is your book — use it however brings you the most enjoyment.

	How to Score Your Rounds

	
	• Points are awarded as follows across all chapters and all rounds. Keep track of your running total if you are playing alone or competing against others.

	• Multiple-Choice Round: Score 1 point for each correct answer. Maximum 10 points per chapter.

	• True or False Round: Score 1 point for each correct answer. Maximum 8 points per chapter.

	• Fill in the Blank Round: Score 1 point for each correct answer. Maximum 6 points per chapter.

	• Expert Challenge Round: Score 2 points for each correct answer. Maximum 8 points per chapter.

	• Maximum per chapter: 32 points. Maximum for all 10 chapters: 320 points.



	📝 SCORE NOTE

	If you are playing in a group, appoint one person as the quizmaster who reads the questions while others write answers. Read the full question carefully before offering any answer options. In the Expert Challenge round, allow up to 30 seconds per question for solo players, and 20 seconds for group play.

	Whether you score 50 points or 300 points, the goal is the same: enjoy the journey through ninety-plus years of the world’s greatest sporting competition. Good luck, have fun, and may the best football fan win.

	 


CHAPTER 1: THE ORIGINS AND HISTORY OF THE FIFA WORLD CUP
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	1.1 — Setting the Scene: A Tournament is Born

	The story of the FIFA World Cup begins in the 1920s, when the sport’s governing body decided that football deserved its own global championship. The Olympic Games had hosted football since 1900, but those tournaments were restricted to amateur players, and the sport had grown far beyond that. FIFA president Jules Rimet championed the idea of a professional world championship, and in 1928 FIFA voted to create it. Uruguay — Olympic champions and a nation in love with football — won the right to host the inaugural event.

	The first tournament, held in July 1930, attracted thirteen nations from across the globe. Travel was difficult and expensive; the journey to Uruguay from Europe took weeks by ship. Several European associations declined to make the trip. Yet thirteen teams competed, and the tournament was an immediate success. Uruguay beat Argentina 4–2 in the final before a passionate crowd of roughly 68,000 at the Centenario Stadium in Montevideo. The host nation lifted the trophy that would later bear Jules Rimet’s name.

	The following decades saw the World Cup establish itself as the most coveted prize in sport. Italy hosted and won in 1934 and again in 1938 under the guidance of legendary coach Vittorio Pozzo. After a twelve-year break caused by World War II, the tournament resumed in Brazil in 1950, producing one of the greatest shocks in its history. The 1950s and 1960s saw Brazil’s golden generation emerge, led by a teenage Pelé who captured hearts worldwide in 1958. Through every decade since, the World Cup has continued to grow, reaching 32 participating nations by 1998 and preparing to expand to an unprecedented 48 teams in 2026.

	Before we dive into the questions, here is something worth understanding: the timeline of World Cup winners is surprisingly narrow. Only eight countries have ever won the tournament in its entire history — and every single one of them comes from either Europe or South America. No nation from Africa, Asia, or North America has yet lifted the trophy. That streak will be on the line when the 2026 tournament comes to North America for the first time. The answers to these questions will show you just how those eight nations have dominated the beautiful game for nearly a century.

	💡 STRATEGY TIP

	In multiple-choice questions about World Cup history, if you see “before 1970,” think South America. If you see “1970–1990,” think European dominance and West German consistency. If in doubt about a winner from 1990 onward, Germany, Brazil, France, and Argentina have claimed every title between them.

	 

	 


1.2 — Multiple-Choice Round

	Read each question carefully and circle or write down the letter of your chosen answer. Award yourself 1 point for each correct answer. There are 10 questions in this round for a maximum of 10 points.

	1.  In which year was the inaugural FIFA World Cup held?

	A)  1926

	B)  1928

	C)  1930

	D)  1932

	2.  Which country hosted the very first FIFA World Cup?

	A)  Brazil

	B)  Argentina

	C)  Italy

	D)  Uruguay

	3.  Which team won the inaugural World Cup Final in 1930?

	A)  Argentina

	B)  Brazil

	C)  Uruguay

	D)  USA

	4.  How many nations participated in the 1930 World Cup?

	A)  8

	B)  13

	C)  16

	D)  20

	5.  Which country has won the most World Cup titles overall?

	A)  Germany

	B)  Italy

	C)  Argentina

	D)  Brazil

	6.  In which year was the World Cup first expanded to 32 participating teams?

	A)  1994

	B)  1998

	C)  2002

	D)  2006

	7.  The World Cup was suspended for which two years because of World War II?

	A)  1938 and 1942

	B)  1942 and 1946

	C)  1940 and 1944

	D)  1944 and 1948

	8.  The original World Cup trophy was named after which FIFA president?

	A)  Sepp Blatter

	B)  João Havelange

	C)  Jules Rimet

	D)  Stanley Rous

	9.  Which nation was permanently awarded the Jules Rimet Trophy after winning it for the third time?

	A)  Italy

	B)  West Germany

	C)  Argentina

	D)  Brazil

	10.  The shock result in 1950 known as the ‘Maracanaço’ saw which country beat Brazil in the deciding match?

	A)  England

	B)  Argentina

	C)  USA

	D)  Uruguay

	1.3 — True or False Round

	Read each statement carefully. Write TRUE or FALSE. Score 1 point for each correct answer. Maximum 8 points.

	⚠ TRAP ALERT

	Watch out for statements that are almost correct

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
images/image-1.jpeg





images/image.jpeg





