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      Who else would a reader’s guide be dedicated to but to my readers? This one is for Leah and Barb, both longtime readers, who were there from the start. Guma buan càirdeas!
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            A Reader's Companion

          

          to the Highland Worlds of Tanya Anne Crosby

        

      

    

    
      HIGHLAND BRIDES & TRIBES catalogs the most notable members of the seven noble houses in Tanya Anne Crosby's Highlander books, all pledged to honor blood before land and land before king. The families making up this alliance include the MacKinnons, the Brodies, the MacLeans, the dún Scoti, the MacEanraigs, the Steorling/McNaughts and the Montgomeries.

      

      Spanning two series, THE HIGHLAND BRIDES and GUARDIANS OF THE STONE and a third yet to come, this reader’s guide provides insight into the characters. It includes family trees, character profiles, signed character artwork, plus hints at future works and more.
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      Dear reader,

      Until recently, I stubbornly resisted labeling my books as a “series,” because the word “series” implies the books are written in order, and/or that the plots are connected, so you must read all the books in chronological order. This isn’t true of most of my books, and in fact, I began the HIGHLAND BRIDES “series” without any thought for future works in this world. I began writing it nearly two decades ago with The MacKinnon’s Bride. Originally published in 1996, little did I know I had given “birth” to a petty King.

      In its conception, The MacKinnon’s Bride was simply intended to be a story about a man and a woman, with timeless themes I felt must span the ages—love, abandonment, grief, fear, betrayal and vengeance. The MacKinnon’s Bride was the second of my books to be published under a brand-new imprint called Avon Romantic Treasures, an imprint that my fifth book, Once Upon a Kiss was fortunate enough to launch.

      Back in the day, I never anticipated Page’s and Ian’s story would wend its way into the hearts and minds of so many readers, and to my surprise, my then publisher said, “Do it again.” Of course, they were referring to the vast number of books sold, so they contracted a second book connected to The MacKinnon’s Bride.

      At the time, I was still a relatively new writer and the concept of a series was daunting enough for me that I opted to create a second family that was only “loosely connected” to the MacKinnons. I settled them nearby, though not of the same family, and a voila: a “series” was born.

      These days I’m far, far more deliberate in the choreography of my books and even more so of my series, and with so many books under this series banner, I get a lot of emails asking, which book to read first. The short answer is, you can read them in whatever order you’d like, but since there are some events that take place in their shared world, I’ve included a reading order directly following this foreword.

      Spoiler alert! The remainder of this guide is full of information that may give away plot details to books you may not have read thus far; therefore, if you haven’t read both THE HIGHLAND BRIDES and the GUARDIANS OF THE STONE series, plus Angel Of Fire and Once Upon a Kiss, you should probably put this guide aside and come back to it later, after all the books are read, or, alternately, use only the "Reading Order," “Glossary,” “Series Bibliography,” and “A Word About…” portions of this guide.

      I must confess that this guide (for lack of a better name to call it) originated as much for me as it did for my readers. Having so recently revisited each of my beloved stories, I found that even I was a bit confused by all the names, connections and families. So I began taking notes and found, much to my chagrin, that I had a few bloopers that slid by even by the notice of my then editors.

      For example, Ian MacKinnon’s father “auld MacKinnon” supposedly killed Dougal MacLean in a jealous rage because his wife was in love with him. But then in Lyon’s Gift I introduce Alison MacLean’s father, who also happens to be Mairi’s father, and guess what? He’s alive and well. Oops!

      Fortunately, there are few such slips ups throughout these stories, and whether you chalk it up to a certain “writerly woo woo” or just plain good luck before I learned to be a proper storyteller, this entire series has come together as though I were tapping into some mysterious connection to the past.

      In fact, I often feel this way when I'm writing, and years later, after writing Sagebrush Bride (Now McKenzie’s Bride), I had a long chat with my great aunt, who, after reading Sagebrush asked me, “Isn’t it odd you named your character Hattie Stone? Did you realize we have a Hattie Stone in our family tree? And, by the way, she was from Sioux Falls.”

      No. I had no idea.

      What follows is my best attempt to help you connect the dots in what has become a vast series with far-reaching connections. Have you, yourself, found bloopers? Please feel free to send them to me at tanya@tanyaannecrosby.com and I’ll update this guide yet again.

      In the meantime, inside you’ll find a listing of seven clans, and for the purpose of this guide, we’ll stick with these clans though there are many other clans and figures mentioned throughout my books, both historical and fictional.

      Additionally, we’ll stick to only the most important members of these clans, as all the others are merely supporting characters, and these are the ones you’ll doubtless see crop up in connecting books.

      And finally, even though the Daughters of Avalon series flirts with all these other series, this reader’s guide will not delve into that family tree, or those books. Even though the first book of that series shares a major character from the HIGHLAND BRIDES, the DAUGHTERS OF AVALON is a bit of a departure from my historical romances. It is also a very complicated series, and deserves a guide all its own. So, then, while we’ll mention these books, they will not be included in the guide itself.

      Also, yes, One Knight’s Stand is a descendant of Iain MacKinnon, and this series, which I’m still brainstorming, is meant to continue their legacy in a later time period. But, One Knight’s Stand will also not be included in this book—not yet. But this guide remains a work in progress, so perhaps in the future!

      Finally, I’ve written this much as though you and I were sitting over tea, or coffee, chatting about my books. So I hope you’ll grab a cup of coffee or tea (my favorite is chamomile-ginger) and enjoy this guide in that same spirit.

      If you have additional questions, please feel free to send them along and I may add your questions and my answers in future updates. Email tanya@tanyaannecrosby.com

      

      Warmly,
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            Reading Order

          

        

      

    

    
      Once Upon a Highland Legend 878 A.D. Scotland; Guardians of the Stone, book 1; sets the stage for the legend of the Stone of Destiny, Callum & Annie’s story

      

      Angel of Fire 1106 A.D. Normandy; Loosely Connected, introduces father of major character in Highland Steel

      

      Early Highland Brides, 1118 – 1125 A.D.

      The MacKinnon’s Bride 1118 A.D. Scotland The Highland Brides, book 1, Iain MacKinnon & Page FitzSimon

      Lyon’s Gift Scotland The Highland Brides, book 2, Meghan Brodie & Piers de Montgomerie

      On Bended Knee Scotland The Highland Brides, book 3, Colin mac Brodie & Seana

      Lion Heart Scotland The Highland Brides, book 4, Broc Ceannfhionn & Elizabet,

      

      Highland Song 1125 A.D. Scotland, The Highland Brides, book 5, Catrìona dún Scoti & Gavin mac Brodie

      Highland Fire 1125 A.D. Scotland, Guardians of the Stone, book 2, begins directly after the events in Highland Song, Lìleas MacLaren & Aidan dún Scoti)

      Highland Steel 1126 A.D. Scotland, Guardians of the Stone, book 3, Lael dún Scoti & Jaime Steorling; Broc Ceannfhionn’s true destiny is revealed.

      Highland Storm 1130 A.D. Scotland, Guardians of the Stone, book 4, Keane dún Scoti & Lianae of Moray

      MacKinnons’ Hope 1135 A.D. Scotland; The Highland Brides, book 6, Missing epilogue for MacKinnon’s Bride, plus bridge book to The Border Brides Series)

      Maiden from the Mist 1135 A.D. Scotland; Guardians of the Stone, book 5, Sorcha dún Scoti & Caden MacSwein

      The King’s Favorite 1148 A.D. Wales & England The Daughters of Avalon, book 1, Malcom MacKinnon & Elspeth Pendragon.

      The Holly & the Ivy 1148 A.D. England & Scotland The Daughters of Avalon, book 1.5, Elspeth & Malcom.

      A Winter’s Rose 1148-49 A.D. Wales & England The Daughters of Avalon, book 2, Rosalynde Pendragon.

      Fire Song England, 1149 A.D. England The Daughters of Avalon, book 3, Seren Pendragon

      Lord of Shadows, 1153 A.D. Wales & England The Daughters of Avalon, book 4, Rhiannon Pendragon

      

      Once Upon a Kiss

      1154 A.D. England, Loosely Connected to Daughters of Avalon.

      

      *Except for the Daughters of Avalon, most the above books are stand-alone titles, and can be enjoyed separately, without ever reading any of the other books in the series. However, if you do plan to read the entire series, the above outline is the author’s preferred reading order for best enjoyment of the books.
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            The MacKinnons

          

        

      

    

    
      Where else should we begin but the beginning?

      When I first envisioned Iain MacKinnon, he asserted himself to me as a leader among men. Tall, handsome, dutiful and loyal to a fault, he was a man whose lineage hailed back to the first kings of Scotland. I envisioned him with dark hair, prematurely gray, presumably from the incredible burden he shouldered as leader of his clan, but then I gave him even greater burdens to carry.

      Unbeknownst to Iain, his father (unnamed throughout the books) lost the heart of his wife to Dougal MacLean. Old MacKinnon's wife, who was also never named, gives birth to a child and subsequently dies during childbirth.

      For the entirety of Iain’s life he mistakenly believes the child she gave birth to upon her deathbed was himself. What we don’t learn until later in The MacKinnon’s Bride is that it wasn’t Iain; it was Lagan. Neither Lagan nor Iain realize until it’s too late that they are half brothers.

      But although Lagan and Iain share the same mother, Lagan’s father is actually Dougal MacLean, which is a perfectly good reason for the MacLean not to wish to allow his youngest daughter to wed her own brother. Alas, however, as with most feuds, these are secrets that, had they come to light earlier, may have resulted in, if not a truce for the MacLeans and the MacKinnons, but at least a better understanding of the reasons behind the actions of those with the power to shape the lives of their clans.

      Incidentally, as I said in the foreword, Dougal is dead in The MacKinnon’s Bride—his life lost to auld MacKinnon in a battle of honor—and then suddenly he’s alive in Lyon’s Gift, and literally no one caught this. Not my editors at Avon Books, not the dozen line editors and proofers that came after. And certainly not me.

      Getting back to Iain ... so he weds MacLean’s eldest daughter Mairi, hoping for an end to the MacKinnon-MacLean feud, but Mairi, alas, imbued with hatred for the man who killed her father (ha!), leaps to her death from a tower window at Chreagach Mhor, leaving Iain with an infant son and a mountain of guilt as massive as the cliffs upon which his ancient castle is seated.

      Incidentally, although I use castles throughout this series, A.D. 1124 is quite early yet for castles in the Highland region, or even in Scotland. However, because THE HIGHLAND BRIDES series is more accurately classified as a period drama (usually used in the context of film and television, the term “period drama” is a work set in, or reminiscent of, an earlier time period), not so much historical fiction, I took some liberties. In fact, the kilt as we know it is also not traceable to this era, nor is whisky, for that matter, and neither is the word Sassenach, which doesn’t appear in written language until the 18th
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