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Preface

Welcome to Halted and Salted. I am so glad that the Lord has led you here. Halted and Salted was written as a study guide that outlines an in-depth process for ministers seeking to fulfill their mission. We all must go through and grow through our own personalized process to become the vessel of honor that the Lord not only calls for indwelling but chooses for outflowing. In these pages, I share my experiences through this process with a burning desire to reveal the principles therein. Although God will tailor the circumstances to your process, the principles of the process apply to everyone.

I have been in the ministry for 27 years now, and I must say, it has been quite the ride. I answered the call of God at the age of 26 after running from Him for many years. I ran from God into the arms of drugs, alcohol, and perversion. When I finally came to the end of my rope, I answered the call and truly found Jesus to be altogether lovely.

At the age of 44, after almost 20 years of ministry, I found myself in a situation even worse than the one I had been in before I answered the call some 20 years earlier. Crazy, right? Well, I believe we all have dreams and visions of God doing the impossible in our lives and giving us good success. I received this miracle from God, granting me my heart’s desires. God had blessed me with a beautiful family, a thriving ministry, a big home, and cars—you know, the American dream. But, like Adam in the garden, I became ‘fat’ (literally and metaphorically), independent, lazy, and too comfortable. In this state of complacency, I experienced a major moral failure that cost almost everything. I severely damaged my church, lost my family (costing them everything), and suffered the losses of both ministry and home.

In the state of losing it all and feeling like a total failure, God showed me that in His omniscience, He had planned for it all. I’m not saying that God planned my failure, but that He planned for it. Jesus told Peter that he would deny Him three times, but that did not mean Peter did not have a choice. I believe Jesus knew that Peter had a deep heart issue that he had not addressed. By the spirit of prophecy, Jesus foretold this denial because it would be the very avenue to bring this heart issue to the surface. And God, in His infinite love and wisdom, used it to serve as Peter’s ultimate redemption, healing, and wholeness, which we will discuss in detail later. Like Peter, I failed miserably and, in my mind, irreparably. God knew that I would fail beforehand and already had a plan for it. After some time of convincing—well, a long time of convincing—God assured me that I was still of value to Him. Reluctantly, I engaged Him in this very process, and 10 years later, this resource is now in your hands.

I am excited to share this experience with you. My prayer is that my experiences will help you understand how God will process you to bring out the best in you—the real you. I ask that, as you read into these deep concepts, you take your time, research every scripture reference, and even engage with the exercises in the study guide. I promise, whether you are a new or young minister, or even a seasoned minister feeling stuck and stagnant, you will find yourself somewhere in this process. My prayer is that when you find yourself in it, it will bless your soul and help equip you to pass every test and please the Lord like never before. Again, welcome.

May the Lord Jesus Christ bless you all.
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Chapter 1

Rev 10:1  “And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:

Rev 10:2  And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth,

Rev 10:3  And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.

Rev 10:4  And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.

Rev 10:5  And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven,

Rev 10:6  And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:

Rev 10:7  But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.

Rev 10:8  And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth.

Rev 10:9  And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey.

Rev 10:10  And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.

Rev 10:11  And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.”

––––––––
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2 Cor 2:17 “ For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.” 

1 Ki 18:21  “And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.” 

In the fourth chapter of the gospel of Luke, Jesus entered the wilderness full of the Holy Ghost (Lk 4:1), but after He was tested, tempted, and tried, He emerged flowing in its power (Lk 4:14). However, it wasn’t until after His crucifixion and resurrection that He experienced an overflow that resulted in an outpouring. There was an indoctrination process and a death that had to occur. This process allowed us to discover the Blood of His Name. Let me explain.

Jesus was the Living Word (Jn 1:14). Jesus’ own process involved His flesh being overcome by the Spirit. Being ‘filled’ with the Spirit is only the beginning. It is the bedrock of our foundation, but being filled is not enough. We must be overcome and consumed by its fire, thus causing us to overcome this present world. I Jn 5:5-10 provides the perfect explanation.  1 Jn 5:5  “Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

1 Jn 5:6  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.

1 Jn 5:7  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.

1 Jn 5:8  And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.

1 Jn 5:9  If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.

1 Jn 5:10  He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.”

The Bible declares that the record in heaven shows that the Father sent the Son to reveal the Holy Ghost or Comforter on Earth. The record indicates that the Father implanted the seed (Word) into the virgin Mary through the Holy Ghost so that the Holy Ghost or the seed could be implanted in us. Therefore, the witness on Earth occurs when the Spirit fills the flesh (water) and produces Holy Blood in us, or in other words, when the blood of Jesus is applied to our lives by the Spirit of Adoption. 

♪ Down at the cross where my savior died

Down where for cleansing from sin I cried

There to my heart was the blood applied,

Glory to His name ♪

The blood is in the name of Jesus. I Jn 5:10 states that “...God gave of his Son.” To give of something means a specific part was given. ‘Of’ indicates out of something. Today, we understand that the blood of Jesus was given out of His body. 1 Jn 5:6 explains that He came not only by water but by water and blood. Just as Jesus came by water (the flesh of Mary) and blood (the seed of the Father), it is the same way that we (the church) came out of His side. When they pierced His side, water and blood flowed out. This is the wonder-working power that flowed out of the body of Jesus Christ, birthing the church of the Living God, His glorious Bride.

The blood is the body's lifeline and is very complex. There is a specific salt or sodium level that must be maintained in the blood for the body to stay healthy. Too much sodium can lead to high blood pressure and cause the heart to swell (spiritual cardiomegaly). Too little sodium results in excess water, which can cause the brain to swell (spiritual cerebral edema). Therefore, if salt levels become unbalanced, it can lead to swelling of either the heart or the brain. 

We are the salt of the earth and must maintain a righteous balance (Job 31:6). We need a balance of head knowledge (brain) and understanding (heart knowledge). Too little salt or improper application of the blood of Christ results from an excess of church or religion. It can cause us to become big-headed, proud, and ineffective because ‘knowledge puffeth up...’ (1 Cor 8:1b). If we become too religious, we tend to develop a stronger relationship with the church than with God and may become unrelatable to sinners. God resists the proud (Ja 4:6). Just look at Is 65:2-5.

If there is too much salt, we develop heart issues. Our heart becomes enlarged, and we become too tolerant and accepting. Everything is all about grace and love, with no restraint or conviction to call out sin. Rom 6:1-2 makes this very clear. I’ve learned that ‘Enlarged hearts give birth to itching ears.’

The regulator of spiritual blood levels is called experience. Some refer to this experience as ‘The Process’. That’s why we need to go through the experience or process of being Halted & Salted. Eze 16:3-9 describes this important process of God.
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Eze 16:3  “And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto Jerusalem; Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite.

Eze 16:4  And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all.

Eze 16:5  None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open field, to the loathing of thy person, in the day that thou wast born.

Eze 16:6  And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live.

Eze 16:7  I have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou hast increased and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked and bare.

Eze 16:8  Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest mine.

Eze 16:9  Then washed I thee with water; yea, I thoroughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil.”

This passage tells us how God cares for us after a rigorous birthing process. This process of conception leads to a bloody birthing process and then culminates with washing, salting and comforting. The heightened point of birth is where we find ourselves at a crossroads, halted between two opinions, which we will explain later. 

This entire process moves us from being a ‘nobody’ to a ‘somebody’ and then back to becoming a ‘nobody’ before we are truly commissioned into our destiny. At the moment of our spiritual new birth (conception), the seed of God is planted within us, and we nurture that seed through prayer, Bible study, fasting, and witnessing. God faithfully increases us through our experiences. However, the birth of that seed is when Jesus will increase in us, causing us to decrease (Gal 4:19). Just as physical birth is painful, so is giving birth spiritually.

There is a scene from the Marvel movie ‘The Eternals’ that relates to this birthing process. In the movie, there is a superhero team called ‘The Eternals’. They were tasked by powerful cosmic beings known as ‘Celestials’ to protect the Earth and its inhabitants from a dangerous group called ‘The Deviants’. The climax of the film occurs when one of the main characters, Sersi (an Eternal), discovers that their mission to protect the Earth had an undisclosed agenda.

The Eternals' mission was to prepare Earth for the emergence of a new Celestial named Tiamut. These Celestials were enormous, standing at least 20 times the size of Earth.

––––––––
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Arishem, the Chief Celestial, is the one who commissions The Eternals to guard Earth and protect its inhabitants from threats. Later, Arishem explains that for millions of years, he has been planting Celestial seeds inside planets, where the energy from large populations nourishes those seeds, enabling new Celestials to be born. 

This revealed that The Eternals were not truly there solely to protect Earth’s inhabitants but rather to maintain peace among them so their energy can nourish the seed of the celestial Tiamut, allowing it to grow and be born. The birth of these Celestials destroys the planet and its inhabitants, serving only as an incubator and womb. Just like the birth of the seed of Christ or Christ being formed in us, it destroys or crucifies the flesh.

So, it is during the process of going from ‘somebody’ back down to being a ‘nobody’ that the actual birthing occurs. Just as God has covered the Earth with the firmament in the sky, which is full of mysteries, so is His creative process in bringing us into our destinies. This leads us to the revelation that God’s creative power is most clearly shown when He creates something from nothing or ‘nobody’.

The gospel of Matthew tells the story of how Jesus rested His glory upon a lowly ass to ride into the holy city. So yes, I’m saying that we must be reduced to an ass (nobody) in order for the glory of God to rest upon us! But not just an ass, it was the colt (young uncastrated offspring less than four years old) of an ass. This means we must break generational curses by returning to a ‘child-like’ faith that is fired up to win souls for the kingdom without producing those ungodly by-products passed down through our past bloodline.

In our opening scripture from the book of Revelation, John recorded that the angel had one foot on the sea and the other on the land. He was standing over the line that separates the sea from the land. This defining line is considered the ‘line of demarcation.’ Demarcation also signifies a boundary. ‘Sea’ refers to salt while ‘earth’ means land or dust. The angel was standing on the one thing that was meant to wash and savor the other, yet they were separated. The angel then cried or declared from that demarcation what was to be. Here the declaration is found: Rom 1:1  “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,

Rom 1:2  (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)

Rom 1:3  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;

Rom 1:4  And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:”

This declaration ‘to be the Son of God with power’ serves as the line of demarcation. Just as the sea was separated from the land, there is a boundary that separates us from being sons of God to becoming sons of God with power. This declaration reveals the true revelation of Jesus Christ in us. The revelation of Jesus Christ in us is our true exceeding great reward (Gen 15:1b). For us, the line of demarcation that separates the waters from the land is a point between two opinions. It is not just our opinion of ourselves, but primarily our opinion of our Heavenly Father and who He is in us. If we halt there, then it keeps us from meeting our angel who awaits our true revelation.

We are being declared as the sons and daughters of God, and there is a line of demarcation where we must be salted or seasoned. This boundary is not set by God; it is set by us. Just as in the book of Joshua, when entering the promised land, the priests had to step off the land to carry the ark into the swelling of the Jordan (Jos 3:8-13). We, as ministers of God, must step out onto the water, which in the kingdom is the land of faith, to know God more deeply. The land of faith does not appear as it does to the natural eye. It is actually walking on the water in the realm of the miraculous. To us, it may look like a deep flood and uncharted waters, but to God, it is a land of wonders. The land itself represents a place of safety. God is calling us into the deep, where the deep is calling out to us. (Ps 42:7)

When the angel lifted his hand to heaven and swore by Him who is in heaven, He was declaring that the boundary where the land meets the water is the pathway to the deep or the promise. This is where we begin our journey of crossing over. We might tend to think the path to the promise leads toward the horizon, which, after all, is the end of the rainbow. We then walk a fine line on the water and land, only getting our feet wet—symbolic of a taste of resurrection power in ministry.

We eventually discover that the path to the rainbow of promise is not a path of land, shallow waters, or flesh and blood (our own works); instead, the chosen path leads to true life - the deep (God’s work). Crossing into the deep, you will find an angel waiting to be revealed to you, ready to serve and help you fulfill your mission — but only if you launch out.
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Chapter 3: Awakened to the Deep
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I had a dream many years ago, when I first moved to Norfolk, VA, in 1997. In this dream, I was at a resort-like place with a very nice Olympic-sized pool.

This pool appeared normal, surrounded by concrete pads and comfortable lounge chairs. However, the end of the pool was quite unusual. Unlike the entrance, which was typical with a gradual entry into the water, the deep end was not enclosed. Instead, it was an open waterway that served as a grand opening to the ocean. This opening wasn't like a beach where you wade out and gradually go deeper; rather, the pool's end was a drop-off directly leading into the deep ocean. 

In the dream, I was swimming in the pool and playing with dolphins (remember, this was a dream). Strange, right? It was really fun, though. I would grab the fins of the dolphins on either side of me, and they would whisk me through the water, taking me on what I thought was the ride of my life. After all, I was swimming with playful dolphins at incredible speed! Then, at some point, the dolphins started taking me toward the end of the pool into the deep water. It was scary because I saw many sharks out there, and I was terrified of the deep—I wasn't going out there AT ALL.

When I was a little boy, I remember reading encyclopedias about the deep ocean and the mysteries of strange creatures, both known and unknown (yes, I am showing my age by reading encyclopedias). There were pictures of some deep-sea creatures like the anglerfish that scared me, and I would have nightmares about them.

[image: A fish with sharp teeth and a light
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If these creatures were something we knew about, what else is down there in the world that remains unknown? To me, this was ‘the deep’ embedded in my spirit since I was a boy. But in the dream, the dolphins didn't give up on me; they kept gently nudging, trying to pull me out. However, I refused out of fear. I also knew there were sharks out there, not realizing that dolphins can defeat sharks. Little did I know that, in reality, refusing to venture into the land of wonder caused me to end up in the land of wander. I soon began to wonder why in the world was I lost and stuck wandering.

I was hesitating to 'launch out into the deep'. I was held back by fear. But the Bible says in 1 Jn 4:18, "There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love." We must die out to all fear. The psalmist said in Ps 34:4, "I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears." Remember, death is the path to life. Mk 8:35 states, "For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.” God must deliver us from fear because He wants the enemy to be afraid of us, not the other way around. This process of deliverance from fear involves God guiding us through the four phases of love.

First:   We love Him because he first loved us and saved us.


Second:  We love Him because He saved us on purpose for a purpose. I am somebody. “it is He that has made us and not we ourselves.” Ps 100:3a 

Third:  We love Him because we consider the Work of God. We begin to love Him for who He is.


Fourth:   We learn to love ourselves for God. 

Before we get into the actual 4 phases let’s look at 7 steps to this process:

	Salvation (I’m saved!)    NOBODY

	Purpose (we’re saved for a reason)          

	Pursuit of knowledge (great zeal but not in accordance)

	Usefulness (a taste of the end product)  SOMEBODY

	Indoctrination (balancing our heart and head)  

	Revelation and restoration                        NOBODY

	Obedience & Honor                                                                     


FYI: Step 5 is where we are halted and step 6 is where we are salted. Let’s go deeper.

Back to our opening scripture in Revelation, the angel gave John the Revelator a book. At first, John wanted to write and express what he heard. John heard the voices of thunder. The voice from heaven told John not to write yet, but instead to take the book from the angel and digest it first. The book given was the key to applying and balancing the salt properly. The book was sweet to the taste but bitter in the belly. Deu 30:14  “But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.” Thunder signals upcoming storms. We cannot properly write or express what we read or hear until the results of thunder reveal the experience of God doing a wonderful work in our lives. Yes, I am talking about the storms of life.

Being indoctrinated by God is like the priests crossing over the Jordan into the Promised Land. The priests had to be the first to cross. They cannot carry the presence of God (the ark of the covenant) into the promise without experiencing what it can do first. They could not give to the people what they did not have. They cannot tell the people how to do what they haven’t done themselves. Just as Moses spent forty years in the wilderness gaining the experience to lead the Israelites through the same wilderness, the priests had to be indoctrinated first to lead properly. Just as Jesus is the firstborn among many brethren, so are we to be the firstborn in our experiences to lead others. You, sir or ma’am, are a tailor-made answer for a specific group of people. And just as the priests carried the ark with them, so we have the presence of God with us, in us, and our angel waiting to be revealed.

The Angel said that the book would make his belly bitter but be sweet to his mouth. But the book was initially sweet to his mouth and then bitter to his belly. The spirit of prophecy always declares the end from the beginning, and the end of a matter is better than its beginning (Ecc 7:8a). In other words, it would be sweet going down, but the digestion process would be bitter. However, after digestion or after the storms' manifestation, his words will be sweet not just to him but to all who hear him, especially to others during their bitter circumstances. 2 Cor 1:4  “Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.” 
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