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ALPHA 7 PROTAGONISTS.
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Classified Briefing Document – Joint Intelligence Directive MI6/ DGSE, Date of Issue: April 2014, Subject: Formation of Task Force Alpha 7. Following the unlawful annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation in March 2014, Western intelligence agencies observed a sharp escalation in covert operations targeting critical infrastructure, diplomatic networks and economic interests across Europe, Africa and the Middle East. These operations, executed by non-attributable agents and proxies, marked a shift towards hybrid warfare blending cyber sabotage, disinformation and clandestine paramilitary actions. In response, the United Kingdom’s Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) and France’s Directorate General for External Security (DGSE) initiated a joint task force under a classified bilateral agreement. The unit would operate autonomously, outside conventional NATO command structures, with a mandate to counter Russian clandestine activities worldwide. Task Force Alpha 7 was established not only as a tactical counter-intelligence unit, but as the operational spearhead of a covert European Defence Pact designed to shield the continent from hostile state actors including Russia, China, North Korea and Iran. This pact is reinforced by a dual deterrence strategy: a nuclear umbrella provided by the United Kingdom and France, and a classified Laser Defence Shield capable of intercepting ballistic threats, rogue missile launches and satellite-based sabotage. Alpha 7’s mission is to ensure the integrity of this shield, prevent infiltration of its command systems and neutralise threats before they escalate into open conflict. Agents of Alpha 7 are deployed across energy corridors, cyber-vulnerable zones and diplomatic flashpoints. Their missions span regions such as North Africa, the Caspian Basin, the Baltic States, Southeast Asia, Syria, Ukraine and Sahel. Each operative is selected for elite proficiency in psychological warfare, cyber infiltration, linguistics and deep-cover espionage, and chosen for ideological resilience and operational discretion.

Damian Carter is a brilliant MI6 officer with expertise in classical languages, archaeology and international relations. Educated at Cambridge and Oxford, he frequently assumes the alias of director of Griffin Arts Group, an import-export firm specialising in antiquities. Emmy Carter is an art historian with experience at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and Christie’s Paris, specialising in provenance and cultural investigations. Eleanor Blake is a cryptography specialist whose codebreaking expertise is vital to Alpha 7’s secure communications. Victoria “Vicky” Langley is an investigative journalist with deep political and intelligence connections, formerly with the Financial Times and MI5. Julien Moreau, supervisor of Alpha 7, trained at École Polytechnique and is an expert in covert operations, cybersecurity and geopolitical strategy. Oliver Grant is a charismatic undercover operative with exceptional disguise and infiltration skills, trained at Scotland Yard. Sebastian “Seb” Turner is a former Special Air Service commando specialising in explosives and high-risk operations across the Middle East and Eastern Europe. Isabelle Lefevre is a cybersecurity and financial-systems expert with experience at Goldman Sachs, DGSI and Euronext Paris. Etienne Dubois is a surveillance specialist with a background in the BRB, skilled in tracking individuals, vehicles and buildings. Claire Fontaine is an art expert specialising in medieval and Renaissance works, formerly a curator at the Louvre. Lucien Martin is a scientist with a career spanning defence research and CERN, contributing to advanced European technologies. Clovis, Director of the DGSE, is a strategic mastermind with deep experience in military strategy and cyber intelligence.
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ALPHA 7 HEADQUARTERS, PARIS.
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Located behind a historic townhouse façade in the 8th arrondissement, the Alpha 7 headquarters contains a concealed, state-of-the-art command centre accessed through a hidden door in the library. The building includes an art gallery and antiquities import-export firm as cover identities. Security systems include biometric scanners, encrypted communications, AI-monitored perimeters and quantum-encrypted channels. Underground tunnels provide discreet mobility and emergency evacuation routes. Motto: In profundo veritas.
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ECLIPSE ANTAGONISTS.
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The Eclipse Consortium, founded in 2009, operates across Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia. Its primary activities include strategic destabilisation, resource control, cyber manipulation, covert influence operations and black-budget weapons development. Its command structure is cell-based, compartmentalised and fully deniable. Victor Orlov, founder and mastermind, was born into an elite Moscow family and educated in economics and geopolitics. Rising through Russian intelligence, he conducted economic sabotage and cyber operations. A strategist driven by power, he uses chaos as a tool and manipulation as an art. Oleg Kaperski, former Spetsnaz officer and operative for the KGB and FSB, is an expert in tactical coordination, arms trafficking, sabotage, extortion and assassination. Professor Wolf Schneider, born in East Germany in 1985 and smuggled to Russia under a Stasi-arranged identity, was absorbed into Soviet missile research and later became a leading weapons scientist in classified programmes. Anastasia Petrova, head of infiltration and psychological operations, has extensive GRU, KGB and FSB experience. A master of deception and interrogation, she is the strategic partner and wife of Victor Orlov.
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ECLIPSE HEADQUARTERS AND INFRASTRUCTURE.
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The primary headquarters is hidden beneath a former palace in St Petersburg, serving as the strategic hub for global operations. Secondary command centres include an enormous underground complex in Artyom, Russia, a bunker in Belgrade supporting cyber operations and arms trading, and The Red Star in Nice, a Russian casino used for money laundering and covert negotiations. The Consortium employs cyber attacks, economic manipulation, infiltration and military actions. It operates weapons factories producing tanks, aircraft, satellites, ballistic missiles and laser weapons, and controls gold mines, diamonds and rare-earth materials.
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VATICAN INTELLIGENCE & DIPLOMATIC NETWORK.
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Cardinal Ettore Davini, later elected Pope Davini I, plays a central diplomatic role. Cardinal Armand Leblanc is head of the Vatican secret service. Cardinal Michele is the most influential Jesuit Cardinal in Rome. Conte, an officer of the Swiss Guard, provides operational support.
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CHAPTER 1
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Chongjin, North Korea — 03:47.  

The bunker was buried beneath a decommissioned textile factory, its entrance disguised by rusted machinery and a decaying concrete wall. Inside, the air was thick with heat and static. Rows of servers blinked in rhythmic patterns, their cooling fans humming like a swarm of insects. The room smelled of solder, dust, and secrecy. Operative Kwan sat at the command terminal, surrounded by a team of silent technicians. His eyes never left the screen. The operation had been rehearsed for months, each line of code tested, each exploit refined. Now, it was time. He initiated the first strike. The Tokyo Stock Exchange was the primary target. A zero-day vulnerability had been embedded in its predictive trading algorithm — a flaw so subtle it had survived three security audits. The exploit was activated remotely, triggering a cascade of false signals. The algorithm began to misinterpret market data, executing trades at irrational volumes and prices. Within minutes, the Nikkei began to spiral. Blue-chip stocks nosedived. Automated trading bots amplified the chaos, dumping assets and triggering circuit breakers. The exchange’s emergency protocols failed to engage. Panic spread across Asia. Investors scrambled. Billions of yen evaporated. Kwan watched the numbers fall. He didn’t blink. 

Frankfurt, Germany — 03:47 AM (24 hours later). 

The second strike was more surgical. A cloned authentication protocol was injected into a SWIFT node — one of the most secure financial infrastructures in the world. The breach was invisible. The attackers rerouted hundreds of high-value wire transfers, splitting them into thousands of microtransactions. The funds were laundered through decentralized crypto mixers, reassembled in cold wallets, and moved through shell companies in Panama, Singapore, and the Cayman Islands. The theft was silent. The damage, incalculable. Global Reaction — Within HoursGovernments scrambled. Financial regulators issued emergency statements. News outlets ran headlines blaming North Korea for a “coordinated cyber-financial assault.” The evidence seemed overwhelming — IP traces linked to Pyongyang, Korean-language code fragments, and even a leaked memo from the Ministry of Finance referencing “Operation Jangma.” But it was all a lie. The memo was fabricated. The IP traces were rerouted through compromised South Korean infrastructure. The code fragments were generated by a neural mimicry engine designed to simulate North Korean syntax. The real architects of the attack were nowhere near the Korean Peninsula.

Zurich, Switzerland — 04:12 AM.  In a penthouse overlooking the Limmat River, Victor Orlov sat alone, sipping espresso. His terminal blinked once — a message had arrived. No sender. No origin. Just a string of encrypted characters pulsing on the screen. He leaned forward, decrypted the message using a custom cipher built from quantum noise and biometric keys. The message was short. “Phase One: Initiated.” Across the city, in a private research facility beneath ETH Zurich, Professor Wolf Schneider received the same message. His AI assistant flagged it as “non-human origin.” Schneider dismissed the alert. He knew exactly where it came from. He opened a secure channel, routed through a quantum relay in Greenland. No words. Just a ping. Orlov responded with a single character: Δ. In a fortified server vault beneath the Swiss Alps, the third recipient — known only as Eclipse — decrypted the message using a cipher that required atmospheric noise and gravitational wave patterns to unlock. The operation had begun.

Washington D.C. — 09:00 AM.  The U.S. Treasury convened an emergency task force. Analysts pored over the Tokyo and Frankfurt data. The attacks were too coordinated, too precise. But the evidence pointed to North Korea. Sanctions were drafted. Military options were quietly discussed. A junior analyst flagged an anomaly — a recursive encryption loop in the Tokyo exploit that used gravitational wave patterns as a seed. It was dismissed as irrelevant.

Seoul, South Korea — 10:00 AM.

The South Korean government raised its cyber alert level to maximum. Banks froze international transfers. The won dropped 8% in a single day. Citizens lined up at ATMs. Rumors of war spread across social media.

London, UK — 02:00 PM.  The Bank of England issued a statement urging calm. Behind closed doors, its cybersecurity division struggled to contain a surge of spoofed transactions and synthetic asset swaps. Commodity futures were behaving erratically. Wheat, oil, and lithium prices spiked without cause.

Zurich — 06:00 AM.  

Victor Orlov reviewed the operation logs. Everything was unfolding as planned. The synthetic volatility was spreading. Hedge funds were liquidating positions. Central banks were scrambling to stabilize currencies. And no one suspected Eclipse. Professor Schneider monitored behavioral anomalies in global trading algorithms. His models showed a 0.003% deviation in predictive behavior — a signal that someone, somewhere, was manipulating the very logic of the markets. He smiled. “They’re chasing ghosts.” Eclipse remained silent. Watching. Calculating. The world believed North Korea was acting alone. And that was exactly how it was meant to look. 

Zurich, Switzerland — 07:18 AM.  

Professor Schneider adjusted the parameters on his neural anomaly tracker. The deviation curve was no longer static — it was evolving. What had begun as a 0.003% drift in predictive behavior was now approaching 0.009. Still below the threshold for automated alerts, but enough to signal a deeper manipulation. He ran a comparative model against historical trading data. The results were impossible. Algorithms were reacting to events that hadn’t happened yet. He isolated one anomaly: a spike in lithium futures tied to a fabricated news item about a diplomatic standoff between Chile and China. The article didn’t exist. The metadata did. It had been injected into the algorithm’s training set via a compromised news aggregator. The source was tagged with a signature: Δ-2. Professor Schneider opened a secure channel to Orlov. “Phase Two is active. Behavioral drift confirmed.” Orlov’s reply was immediate: “Δ-2 acknowledged. Prepare containment.”

Singapore — 02:00 PM.  At a private fintech summit, a keynote speaker collapsed mid-sentence. His presentation had just unveiled a new AI-driven trading platform — one that had been quietly compromised weeks earlier. The platform’s predictive engine had begun issuing buy signals for phantom assets. Investors were pouring capital into commodities that didn’t exist. The collapse was later attributed to stress. Insiders knew better. A whistleblower uploaded a beach photograph
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