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Prologue
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Have you ever wondered what it’s like to be the leader of one of the biggest countries in the world? Vladimir Putin is the president of Russia—a vast land filled with forests, mountains, icy tundras, and powerful cities. But before he became one of the most talked-about leaders on Earth, he was a curious boy growing up in a small apartment, learning judo, and dreaming of adventure.

In this book, you'll discover the real story behind Vladimir Putin’s rise from ordinary kid to powerful president. You’ll learn about his life as a spy, his years leading Russia, the choices he made, and how those choices affected the world. Some people admire him, while others strongly disagree with him—and this book will help you understand why.

Get ready to explore the life of a leader who has shaped history, sparked global debates, and remained at the center of world news for decades. Let’s begin the journey!
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Chapter 1: Growing Up in Leningrad
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Vladimir Putin was born on October 7, 1952, in a city called Leningrad, which is now known as Saint Petersburg, Russia. Back then, Leningrad was still recovering from a terrible time during World War II, when the city had been surrounded by enemy forces for nearly 900 days. This was called the Siege of Leningrad, and it caused a lot of suffering. Even though the war had ended several years before Putin was born, the city was still facing many challenges. Food was often hard to get, buildings were damaged, and many families, including Putin’s, didn’t have much money. Life was tough for many people, and everyone had to work hard just to get by.

Putin grew up in a small apartment with his parents. They didn’t live in a fancy house or have lots of space. In fact, their apartment was tiny, and they had to share it with other families. This was common in the Soviet Union at the time. Many people lived in what were called communal apartments, where different families shared the same kitchen and bathroom. Putin’s family didn’t have many of the things kids today might take for granted, like a refrigerator, TV, or even a telephone. But even though they didn’t have much, they were close and cared for each other.

Putin’s father, Vladimir Spiridonovich Putin, was a factory worker and had also served in the Soviet Navy. During the war, he had fought bravely and was badly injured. His mother, Maria Ivanovna Shelomova, worked in a factory too. She was very kind but also very strict. She taught Vladimir to be polite and respectful. Both of his parents had experienced a lot of pain and hardship during the war years, so they were quiet and serious people. They didn’t talk much about the past, but Vladimir knew that they had both suffered a lot. This made a big impression on him as a child.

As a young boy, Vladimir was very active and full of energy. He loved to play outside with his friends and get into little adventures around his neighborhood. He was curious and liked to explore. But he also got into trouble sometimes because he didn’t always follow the rules. At school, he didn’t do very well at first. He didn’t like sitting still or paying attention for long periods of time. His teachers often had to scold him for not behaving or for not doing his homework. But he was smart, and eventually, he began to do better because he realized that if he wanted to achieve something in life, he would need to work hard.

One of the things that helped him become more focused was sports. When he was around 11 years old, he became interested in judo, a Japanese form of martial arts. This sport taught him discipline and gave him a goal to work toward. He trained very hard and became quite good at it. Judo helped him learn how to control his energy and respect others. It also helped him become more confident. He even won competitions and earned belts that showed how skilled he was. Martial arts became a very important part of his life and helped shape the kind of person he would grow up to be.

Putin also enjoyed reading and had a special love for spy stories. He liked to read about secret agents who worked for their country and completed dangerous missions. These stories made him dream of one day doing something important and exciting. He didn’t talk much about his dreams, but inside, he had big hopes for the future. He wanted to do something that would make his family proud and help his country. These early dreams would later lead him to join the KGB, which was the Soviet Union’s secret intelligence agency, kind of like the CIA in the United States.

Even though Putin didn’t grow up in a rich family or have a lot of fancy things, he learned many valuable lessons as a boy in Leningrad. He learned the importance of hard work, discipline, and staying strong even when life was difficult. He saw how hard his parents worked and how they never gave up, no matter what. These lessons stayed with him as he grew older and started his journey toward becoming a leader. His childhood in Leningrad, with all of its challenges and hardships, played a big role in shaping the man he would become later in life.
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Chapter 2: Life in a Soviet Apartment
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Life in a Soviet apartment during Vladimir Putin’s childhood was very different from what many kids today might be used to. When he was growing up in the 1950s and 1960s in Leningrad, now called Saint Petersburg, most people didn’t live in big houses or even in apartments of their own. Instead, many families lived in something called a "communal apartment," or "kommunalka" in Russian. A communal apartment was a large apartment that was divided up so that several different families could live there together. Each family usually had just one room to themselves, and they all shared the same kitchen, bathroom, and hallway.

The room that Putin's family lived in was very small. It wasn’t like a whole apartment with a living room, bedroom, and kitchen. It was just one single room where they slept, ate, studied, and did almost everything. In that room, they had a bed or two, maybe a small table, and some shelves or a wardrobe to keep their things. There wasn’t much space, so people had to be very organized. Sometimes, a child’s bed would be a couch during the day and a bed at night. People used every little corner to store clothes, food, or tools. Even though it was cramped, families made it feel like home as best as they could.

The kitchen was shared by everyone who lived in the apartment, and that could mean four, five, or even more families all using one small cooking space. Each family would take turns using the stove. Sometimes there were arguments about whose turn it was or who left the kitchen messy. Everyone had to be careful not to take someone else’s food. People kept their food in labeled boxes or small cabinets, and if someone accidentally used someone else's sugar or oil, it could start a big argument. There was no microwave or fancy refrigerator. In fact, for many years, the Putins didn’t even have a refrigerator at all, so they had to find ways to keep their food from spoiling, like putting it outside in the cold during winter.

The bathroom was also shared, and that meant waiting in line if someone else was using it. There was often just one toilet and one sink for the entire apartment. Hot water wasn’t always available. Sometimes families had to boil water for washing or take cold baths. In the winter, it could be very uncomfortable, especially since Leningrad was known for its freezing temperatures. People wore extra layers inside and used thick blankets to stay warm. Heat came from radiators, and if those broke down or didn’t work properly, the apartment could get very cold.

There was not much privacy in a communal apartment. Since walls were thin, you could often hear what other families were doing or saying. People had to be quiet at night so they wouldn’t disturb the neighbors. Children like Vladimir had to do their homework while their
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