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Chapter 1 – “It’s Not Anger. It’s Control.”
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The training gym was quiet that Thursday afternoon, the usual noise of punching bags and shouted reps replaced by humming fluorescent lights and the faint buzz of a fan overhead.
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Talia stood near the mats, tablet in hand, her eyes moving across the open room, pausing where they always did—on him.
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Shawn.
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He stood near the far wall, arms crossed over a thick chest, t-shirt stretched tight across his shoulders. His skin was smooth, dark like espresso, his beard trimmed, his jaw set with the kind of quiet that demanded space.
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She wore a soft slate-gray pencil skirt, tight at her waist and hips, with a cream cashmere sweater that hugged her breasts in ways she tried not to notice. Underneath, her bra had been chosen for discretion—but failed to hold back her hardened nipples that responded every time he looked at her.
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And now, he was looking.
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Again.
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“Shawn,” she called, stepping toward him.
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He didn’t move.
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But his eyes dropped to her waist.

Then to the slight sway of her hips.

Then lower.

––––––––
[image: ]


“Need a minute?” she asked, stopping two feet in front of him.
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He nodded once. Still didn’t speak.
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“You’re the only one who hasn’t submitted a response log,” she said, her voice professional, trying to ignore the slow warmth building in her chest.
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His gaze flicked up. Dead calm.

––––––––
[image: ]


“I don’t respond the way you expect.”
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Talia crossed her arms. The motion pushed her breasts together, lifting them
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