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        Introduction
    


    
        “In fourteen hundred ninety-two Columbus sailed the ocean blue.” 


    You've probably heard that little sentence as it refers to Christopher Columbus on the
        start of his ocean adventure. As the 15th century was coming to a close, there were a number of European countries that were ready to sail
        beyond the horizon's edge.
    


    
        One of these countries was Spain. Another was England. As the Renaissance had created wealth throughout the lands of Europe, many were now looking
        beyond their borders for ever greater power and riches. Economic competition was growing fiercer by the day, and powerful nation-states knew they had
        to reach beyond what was visible to places not yet known to them.
    


    
        This would be the time known as the European colonization of the New World. Where kings and explorers once went in great array into neighboring
        countries to plunder and conquer, now they would turn their sights on foreign lands, all for whatever “gold” lay undiscovered there.
    


    
        They would do this through establishing trade routes into places not seen yet. There were countries and lands such as the Americas that had not been
        seen by Europeans yet, and were still unnamed by anyone. North and South America, and all of the Caribbean islands, were simply there, waiting for
        something to happen.
    


    
        Christopher Columbus was not the first explorer to ever reach the far shores of North America; as far back as the 11th century the Vikings,
        headed by Leif Erikson, had skirted the shores of Greenland and the eastern provinces of Canada. In centuries past, the Vikings had raided parts of
        Scandinavia, and the British Isles relentlessly.
    


    
        They never established colonies in the “New World”; merely using their superior sailing skills had been enough for the Vikings to see these lands with
        their own eyes. It would take another time and place for the European expansion to begin.
    


    
        These voyages begun by Christopher Columbus would lead to a new era of European exploration, conquest, and colonization that would last several
        centuries. This was how exploration was done.
    


    
        In fact, the modern world that we know today would never have been made possible if not for these first European explorations. In order to implement
        these impressive voyages, there would need to be those who would step forward to lead the New World charge.
    


    
        One of these leaders was Christopher Columbus. There would be an unbelievable series of events which would lead up to Columbus sailing upon the ocean
        blue to places he did not know existed. It is human nature to not stay put for long, and Columbus would pave the way for many others who would come
        after him.
    


    
        Spain was an up and coming country in the 1400s. This was a country that looked nothing like the Spain we know today. This peninsula, which juts out
        into the Atlantic Ocean and sits at the southwestern tip of Europe, included three kingdoms: Aragon, a small kingdom bordering France on the
        Mediterranean Sea; Portugal, on the Atlantic coast; and Castile, the large, rural interior kingdom.
    


    
        Europe was on the cusp of something big. It would take a Christopher Columbus to help make that happen.
    

  


  

  
    

  


  
    Chapter One
    


    
        Early Life
    


    
        “Only those who dare to fail greatly can ever achieve greatly.”
    


    
        —Robert F. Kennedy
    


    
        What is factually known about Christopher Columbus' early years is scarce indeed. He was born before October 31, 1451, in the Republic of Genoa, which
        is in modern Italy. Over a dozen towns have claimed to be Columbus' birthplace, but Genoa seems to be the most authentic. Columbus' father had a little
        house there.
    


    
        Some say he was born in the city of Genoa and others say it was the province of Genoa. Even Columbus says in his diary that he was born in the city
        itself and even today there is a house with an iron tablet placed on it which says in Latin “no house is more to be honored than this, in Christopher
        Columbus spent his boyhood and his early youth.”
    


    
        Most cities and towns in this time were very alike, and what you found in one place there was a variation of that in another place. How Columbus grew
        and what he came to believe was very much part and parcel of his surroundings: the culture of the Italian civilization in the middle of the fifteenth
        century.
    


    
        Just a few centuries before the fifteenth century, most people lived in misery. The Middle Ages offered little in the way of good things; life was
        lived according to one's superstitions and crude beliefs. Education was practically non-existent, and even simple comforts were hard to come by.
    


    
        It wasn't until the Black Death in the 14th century that great changes began happening. So many people died in these terrible scourges. It
        didn't matter if you were a peasant, a priest or a king; the sickness claimed everyone. What it left behind were gaps in the culture.
    


    
        Where once there were more than enough people to do a job, now there were very few. This meant better opportunities for everyone. Skilled crafts
        flourished while now there was an abundance to eat and harvest. Suddenly, people had money in their pockets. In order to spend that money, they needed
        new goods and services to be created.
    


    
        Thus was born the Renaissance, or re-birth. This period in history, which began in Italy and spread to all of Europe, was marked by a desire everywhere
        to make life better for everyone. Slowly, a middle class was emerging, one that was different from peasant life and which became vital in the new ways
        that towns and cities were organized.
    


    
        During the 14th to the 16th centuries, many new inventions and discoveries would be created. Not only was life being made easier,
        but now man's quest for greater things outside his scope was beginning to emerge like never before. New ways of doing things were being introduced into
        everyday life; paper, printing, painting, learning, music, and literature were all being transformed by masters who had the vision and fore-thought to
        create new realities.
    


    
        This was the new world that Columbus was born into. Italy, being a seafaring land because of its many ports all along the Mediterranean Sea, meant that
        sailing and the quest for new adventures was always on someone's mind.
    


    
        Columbus' father, Domenico Columbo, was a middle-class wool weaver. He also owned a cheese stand where Christopher helped out when he was growing up.
        His mother was Susanna Fontanarossa. Almost nothing is known of her life aside from the fact that she bore her husband five children: Cristoforo,
        Bartolomeo, Giovanni, Giacomo, and Bianchinetta.
    


    
        Genoa at this time was a large city with a proud history. It had actively taken part in the Crusades in earlier centuries and had successfully
        participated in battles with other Italian seaports. Because of its enormous commerce, it had grown exceedingly wealthy; everywhere you looked, there
        was another beautiful marble church or palace.
    


    
        Christopher Columbus was just like any other boy of his time: someone destined to follow in his father's footsteps. He would have been very skilled in
        all aspects of wool weaving. It would have been easy for him to take his work to the wharves, where he could watch all that was going on with all of
        the sea vessels coming in and going out.
    


    
        This also gave Columbus the opportunity to talk to some of these sailors. He found out many of them had been to foreign lands and faraway places; while
        some had sailed all around Italy and its ports, others had ventured out into the Black Sea eastward, and a few had even passed through the great
        Straits of Gibraltar and seen the vast, unending ocean.
    


    
        Just prior to this time, of course, most people believed the world was flat. From early Greek and Roman days, the belief in a round world had been
        introduced, yet anyone who said so in the 15th century would have been looked on as quite mad.
    


    
        As with most ideas, everything old is new again, and suddenly the idea of a round world was becoming more popular. Who better to talk to about this
        than the actual sailors who sailed the seas? It is very possible that Christopher picked up many of his ideas from these seafaring men. Obviously, this
        idea stuck with him, as he would make every effort in his life to prove it true.
    


    
        By the time he was fourteen, Columbus was hired on as a sailor for intermittent trips for the Centurione family. In between, he would help his father
        in the wool business. By 1473, Columbus was an ordinary sailor on a Mediterranean ship heading for the Greek island of Chios, which was owned by Genoa.
        In May 1476, he was part of an armed group that carried valuable cargo to northern Europe. While on this trip, he saw England and Ireland.
    


    
        In the following year, 1477, he may have gone as far as Iceland. In this year he also sailed on a Portuguese ship from Ireland to Portugal. Here he ran
        into his brother Bartolomeo, and both brothers continued sailing for the Centurione family.
    


    
        Sailing on the highs seas in the fifteenth century was hard and dirty work. For any young boy who ventured to sea, he learned how to be a man very
        quickly. Carrying cargo was a troublesome business; shipowners hired out their crafts and crew to anyone for just about anything. From kings who were
        at war with one another to the slave trade and fighting pirates, being on board a vessel in these days could very well mean your life.
    


    
        This was the experience Christopher Columbus picked up in his early days at sea. Seeing all he did probably gave Columbus great courage to carry on.
        Much of what he learned he would remember and call upon in those times when he had to lead his own frightened sailors across an unknown sea.
    


    
        From 1477 to 1485, Columbus sailed out of Lisbon, Portugal. He married Filipa Moniz Perestrelo, the daughter of a Portuguese nobleman. In 1479 or 1480,
        his son Diego was born. During these years, Columbus traded all along the coasts of West Africa. Some believe Columbus' wife Filipa died in 1485;
        others think Columbus merely abandoned his marriage. Either way, he left Portugal for Castile, Spain in 1485, where he took up with a 20-year-old
        orphan who became his mistress.
    


    
        It was very advantageous for Columbus that he was now based in Lisbon. Every time he looked out on the waters, he saw the vast Atlantic Ocean. At this
        time it was called the “Sea of Darkness,” so unknown was it to anyone.
    


    
        Even though Columbus had no formal education, it was at this time that he read numerous books and taught himself Latin, Portuguese, and


    

  


  Conclusion



  
    What Christopher Columbus did for the world was to make it more accessible to everyone. Suddenly, there was no horizon that you couldn't sail beyond. His
    ideas, his dreams helped to set the Renaissance on fire. The Native American cultures would be changed forever.



  
    South and North America were the two great landmasses standing in Columbus' way. He never knew this, and the history of these lands and the ensuing
    destruction of its peoples went on long after he was gone.



  
    Christopher Columbus has always been celebrated as the “discoverer of the Americas.” Not quite the truth as Vikings had set foot in North America 500 years
    before. So what is the legacy of Christopher Columbus?



  
    Was it bringing death and disease to people who never asked for it, or was it opening up your mind always to aspire to the great things in life? There were
    benefits and misfortunes every step of the way, yet that step was inevitable with the sailing of the first three ships.



  
    “In fourteen hundred ninety-two Columbus sailed the ocean blue.” From here, you decide.


