
  
    [image: The Woman Who Helped Shape America]
  


  
    
      THE WOMAN WHO HELPED SHAPE AMERICA

      THE STORY OF ELIZA HAMILTON

    

    
      
        SARAH MICHAELS

      

    

  


  
    
      Copyright © 2024 by Sarah Michaels

      All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Description

      

      
        Introduction

      

    

    
      
        
          1. Early Life

        

        
          
            Born Into a Big Family

          

          
            Education and Values

          

        

      

      
        
          2. Meeting Alexander Hamilton

        

        
          
            A Love Story

          

          
            A Revolutionary Marriage

          

        

      

      
        
          3. Life During the Revolution

        

        
          
            Supporting the Cause

          

          
            Challenges and Sacrifices

          

        

      

      
        
          4. Building a Nation

        

        
          
            Alexander’s Right-Hand Woman

          

          
            A Growing Family

          

        

      

      
        
          5. The Hamilton Legacy

        

        
          
            Tragedy and Loss

          

          
            A Life of Service

          

        

      

      
        
          6. Eliza’s Later Years

        

        
          
            Founding the Orphanage

          

          
            Living a Legacy

          

        

      

    

    
      
        Conclusion: Eliza Hamilton’s Enduring Impact

      

      
        Appendix

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DESCRIPTION

          

        

      

    

    
      Step into the life of one of America's most remarkable women, a figure often overshadowed by her famous husband but whose story is filled with courage, compassion, and enduring strength. This book invites young readers on an inspiring journey through the pivotal moments of the American Revolution and the early years of the United States, all seen through the eyes of a woman who made a lasting impact on the nation.

      

      Discover how a young girl from a prominent New York family grew into a pillar of support during the nation’s founding, using her intelligence and dedication to help shape the world around her. Follow her as she faces unimaginable personal tragedies with resilience, turning her grief into a lifelong mission to help others. From preserving the legacy of one of America’s Founding Fathers to founding the first private orphanage in New York City, her story is one of unwavering dedication to family, community, and country.

      

      This engaging narrative brings history to life, offering a glimpse into the challenges and triumphs of a woman who helped build the foundation of a new nation. Perfect for young readers who love history, adventure, and stories of real-life heroes.
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      WHO WAS ELIZA HAMILTON?

      Who was Eliza Hamilton? It’s a question that might not pop up in your history class as often as it should, but Eliza Hamilton was a remarkable woman who played a crucial role in the early days of the United States. She wasn’t a president, a general, or a famous inventor, but her impact on the country is still felt today. Imagine being the wife of one of the most brilliant and controversial figures in American history, Alexander Hamilton, and not only standing by his side but also making your mark in a world where women’s contributions were often overlooked. That was Eliza Hamilton’s life.

      Eliza, whose full name was Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton, was born on August 9, 1757, in Albany, New York. Her family was one of the most influential in the state. The Schuylers were well-known, not just for their wealth but also for their involvement in politics and the military. Eliza’s father, General Philip Schuyler, was a respected leader who had served in the British army before the American Revolution. When the colonies decided to fight for their independence from Britain, General Schuyler became a major general in the Continental Army, leading troops in some of the most important battles of the war. Growing up in such an environment, Eliza was exposed to the ideas of leadership, patriotism, and public service from a very young age.

      Despite being born into a world of privilege, Eliza was known for her kindness and down-to-earth nature. She wasn’t the kind of person who let her family’s status go to her head. Instead, she had a genuine interest in helping others and making a difference in the world. This was a trait she would carry with her throughout her life.

      As a young girl, Eliza loved the outdoors. She spent much of her childhood exploring the vast lands around her family’s estate, hiking through the woods, and playing near the river. She was known to be adventurous and wasn’t afraid to get her hands dirty, whether it was riding horses or helping out with the household chores. This love for nature and adventure gave her a strong, independent spirit, something that would prove to be very important later in her life.

      Eliza wasn’t just a girl who enjoyed the outdoors; she was also very intelligent. However, like most girls of her time, she didn’t receive the same formal education that boys did. Despite this, she was an eager learner. She was taught to read and write at home, and she devoured any books she could get her hands on. She became particularly interested in the stories of people who had done great things, whether they were leaders in history or characters in literature. These stories inspired her and gave her a sense of what was possible, even for a woman in a world dominated by men.

      As she grew older, Eliza’s life took a significant turn when she met a young and ambitious man named Alexander Hamilton. Alexander was quite different from the men Eliza had grown up around. He wasn’t from a wealthy or influential family; in fact, his childhood was filled with hardship. Born in the Caribbean, Alexander was orphaned at a young age and had to work hard to make something of himself. But what he lacked in wealth and status, he more than made up for in intelligence and determination. He had a brilliant mind and a way with words that quickly caught the attention of people in power. When he met Eliza, he was serving as an aide to General George Washington during the Revolutionary War.

      Eliza and Alexander’s love story is one for the ages. They quickly fell in love, and in 1780, they were married. Their marriage was a partnership in every sense of the word. Alexander might have been the one writing letters and creating policies, but Eliza was always by his side, offering support and advice. She wasn’t content to just be a silent partner, either. Eliza was deeply involved in Alexander’s work, helping him with his writing and even acting as a go-between for him and other political figures. In a time when women were expected to stay out of politics, Eliza broke the mold.

      Life with Alexander was not easy. He was a man driven by ambition, and his work often took him away from home for long periods. This meant that Eliza was left to manage their household and care for their children on her own. Despite the challenges, she proved to be an incredibly capable manager. She ran the household with efficiency and grace, ensuring that everything was in order so that Alexander could focus on his work. But Eliza was not just a homemaker; she was also a mother to eight children. She devoted herself to raising them, teaching them the values of hard work, integrity, and service to others.

      One of the most remarkable things about Eliza was her strength in the face of adversity. The Hamiltons’ lives were filled with both triumphs and tragedies. Alexander’s political career was marked by controversy, and he made many enemies along the way. This eventually led to his famous duel with Aaron Burr, in which Alexander was fatally wounded. Eliza was devastated by the loss of her husband, but she didn’t let it break her. Instead, she channeled her grief into preserving Alexander’s legacy. She spent the next fifty years of her life ensuring that his contributions to the founding of the United States were not forgotten. She organized his papers, wrote letters, and spoke to anyone who would listen about the important work Alexander had done. Thanks to her efforts, Alexander Hamilton is remembered today as one of the most important figures in American history.

      But Eliza’s contributions didn’t stop there. After Alexander’s death, she became even more involved in charitable work. She co-founded the first private orphanage in New York City, a cause that was very close to her heart. She believed that every child, no matter their circumstances, deserved a chance to succeed in life. The orphanage she helped establish provided a safe and loving home for children who had no one else to care for them. Eliza didn’t just fund the orphanage; she was actively involved in its day-to-day operations, making sure that the children were well taken care of.

      Eliza lived to be 97 years old, a remarkable age for someone in the 18th and 19th centuries. Throughout her long life, she remained dedicated to her family, her faith, and her country. Even in her later years, she continued to be a force for good in her community, always looking for ways to help those in need. When she passed away in 1854, she was remembered not just as Alexander Hamilton’s wife, but as a woman who had made her own mark on history.
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      BORN INTO A BIG FAMILY

      The Schuyler family was not just big; they were also incredibly close-knit. The children grew up in a large, comfortable home in Albany, surrounded by sprawling farmland and the beautiful Hudson River. The Schuyler estate was a place where the outdoors played a huge role in everyday life. The kids would often spend their days exploring the woods, fishing in the river, and riding horses across the fields. Eliza, with her adventurous spirit, was right in the middle of it all.

      Being part of a large family meant that Eliza had to learn how to get along with others from a very young age. There was always someone to play with, but there were also responsibilities. Everyone had chores to do, and teamwork was essential. Eliza and her siblings had to work together to keep the household running smoothly. Whether it was helping to prepare meals, tending to the garden, or looking after the younger children, there was always something that needed to be done. Through these experiences, Eliza learned the importance of cooperation, patience, and leadership—qualities that would serve her well throughout her life.

      Life in the Schuyler household was full of learning opportunities, even if it didn’t always feel like school. Eliza’s father, General Philip Schuyler, was a man of great intellect and ambition. He believed in the value of education, and although the formal schooling options for girls were limited at the time, he made sure that his daughters were well-educated. Eliza was taught to read and write, and she developed a love for books that stayed with her for the rest of her life. She wasn’t just reading for fun; she was absorbing the ideas and stories of the people who had come before her, learning from their experiences and imagining how she might one day make a difference in the world.

      But education in the Schuyler family wasn’t just about books. Philip Schuyler was deeply involved in politics and the military, and his children were often exposed to the discussions and debates that took place in their home. Eliza grew up hearing about the big ideas of the time—liberty, independence, and the fight against tyranny. These weren’t just abstract concepts to her; they were real, urgent matters that affected the lives of everyone around her. The Revolutionary War was brewing, and the Schuylers were right in the thick of it. Eliza learned from her father’s example that being a part of something bigger than yourself was not only possible but necessary.

      Growing up in a large family also meant that Eliza had to learn how to stand out, but in a way that didn’t overshadow her siblings. Each of the Schuyler children had their own talents and interests. For Eliza, it was her kindness and empathy that set her apart. She was known for her gentle nature and her ability to listen to others. Whether it was comforting a younger sibling or helping a friend in
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