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      For over seven centuries, The Galactic Kingdom has governed over most of the known galaxy. It is overseen by the Collective Council Of The Kingdom and under the rule of their elected sovereign. King Gregory Cole The First has maintained the peace for nearly twenty-five years on the throne. But the history of the Galactic Kingdom was anything but peaceful. It was plagued with power struggles and conflicts since the dawn of its foundation. A history steeped in deadly wars with neighbouring star systems that refused to join with the Kingdom.

      The Giant Wars brought about a new generation of warfare. Legendary battles of almost god-like stature swept across the galaxy, as it lead to new technologies and unfathomable super weapons that nearly wiped out whole solar systems. The united planets who stood with the Kingdom used a device of unlimited power and brought the Giant Wars to an end. Fearing it to be too much for any one world or ruling sovereign to own, the head of Council instructed The Riding Hood Guardians to keep it hidden. That action caused a rift throughout the Kingdom and many worlds became isolated as they sought to build empires of their own.

      It was in this era of uncertainty that a new enemy arose. A chaotic sector of space that had only known as - The Dark Woods, gathered all the enemies leftover from The Giant Wars and formed The Darkness Domain. At the centre of this new evil was The Dark Queen, she was one of the seven Witches who suffered from the Galactic Kingdom’s wars. She unleashed a war that was almost as devastating as the last. The galaxy was on the verge of collapse once again and all seemed lost in this time of savagery.

      The surviving four guardian clan groups of The Giant Wars - The Giant Killers, The Witch Hunters, Knights Of The Magic and The Riding Hoods joined once more to protect the Galactic Kingdom and the galaxy. A common enemy had ended the years of mistrust between them and rallied the fractured worlds back into the monarchy. The War Of Darkness lasted five long years and nearly destroyed all the surviving four guardian clans.

      The Riding Hood leader, Thomas Huntsman, did the impossible by wiping out all the Darkness Domain in one final battle. His leadership and strategy showed all in the Galactic Kingdom that they could work together and achieve a common goal. It brought his warriors to a legendary status and were given a seat on the Council Of The Kingdom. Thomas refused the seat and returned to his world to live in peace.

      But before he could enjoy such lasting peace, tragedy was unleashed on his world. An unknown group seeking revenge launched a sneak attack and wiped out all the Riding Hoods - all but one.

      To this day, no one in the Galactic Kingdom knows who the attackers were, where they were from, or even how they disappeared without a trace. The Council launched countless searches into the old Darkness Domain sectors and found nothing. It would be a mystery that echoed in the halls of the Kingdom for years.

      As King Cole was enjoying his Twenty-fifth year of being elected, word had come of a new threat to the galaxy. Outer worlds were being destroyed and ships attacked at random. They needed to dispatch a courier immediately to rendezvous with an alien group that had vital information about this threat. The King felt he could only trust one person with such a task. The Council Of The Kingdom agreed. They instructed the female commander of this mission to retrieve and return with the alien messenger at once. But most of all, she was not to stray from the path given…
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            NEVER STRAY FROM THE PATH

          

        

      

    

    
      The Goldilocks - A tough little golden spacecraft built for speed and had an array of weapons for combat — if needed. A ship that would do well on its own or with an armada sent into battle. And while it might have been formidable in space, it now sat inert on the surface of a planet it crashed onto.

      It survived the force of impact onto the unknown jungle world and smouldered as the moist environment cooled its surface. The crash compromised the golden-plated structure slightly, though not too damaged that it wasn’t able to be space worthy again.

      Inside the golden designed craft was a single occupant, a young red-haired female pilot, she slowly awoke from being stunned by the brutal crash. Confused and disoriented she quickly freed herself from the black leather command chair and gazed up at the large front bridge window with her emerald eyes.

      The sun was slowly setting in the distance; she could see the lush deepness of the jungle-like forest as it almost dwarfed her view of the fading light. She gave a passive sigh and stumbled while stepping around the damaged bridge The command centre was designed for a single pilot (such as herself) the console surrounded the chair in a half-moon fashion.

      Storage compartments adorned the bridge wall with various computer stations built in to them.  All of which where offline or shooting sparks from the sides. It was in this moment of observation she felt a sharp pain to the head; it made her wince and rubbed it with her right hand.

      There was a cut just above her left eyebrow — more than likely from debris that had shot across from the impact. With no crew, other than her, she was alone to tend to her wound and the ship. The fair-skinned young woman tapped the console in front of her.

      Panic was the least thing her mind. Instead of focusing on the pain, the woman gathered her thoughts and remembered to return to the mission at hand. She pulled back the sleeve of her leather-type black-grey officer suit; it revealed a smooth, solid gold polished bracelet that covered her right wrist.

      “Transfer link — ” She commanded while tapping the bracelet twice. “Upload and sync.” 

      A brilliant blue ball of light arose out of the seemingly defunct console and shot over quickly to the young woman’s gold bracelet. Images and scrolling data hovered above in translucent blue as her eyes studied the information booting up.

      “Process is complete.” An electronic male voice spoke. “Greetings Commander, I take it we did not have a smooth landing.”

      “No, Grimm,” The young woman replied with a slight smile, “I need to know our location and damages to the ship.”

      A large flash of light from the bracelet encompassed the inside and outer hull of the ship as it scanned.

      “The Goldilocks has damage, but the hull is intact and is still capable of space travel. The power source, however, is completely drained I’m afraid. As for our location — my charts are unavailable at this time. All planetary data was stored in the ship’s primary memory core, I cannot access it.”

      “What about your backup files?” She questioned. “You should have some charts for this area?”

      “Searching…” The computer replied. It took only a few seconds for Grimm to find the information and gave a sombre tone as it told her the results, “I believe my files have been compromised due to the crash. All charts are incomplete and still residing in the mainframe of Goldilocks. Sorry, Commander…”

      She couldn’t believe her luck. With a deep inhale the woman tried to find the courage to not get upset. Instead of lashing out, the Commander made her way to the back of the bridge and forcefully pulled the back door open with her hands. It led into a smaller room with a large column sticking out from the floor.

      She crept down to the base of it and tried to open a small panel on the side. The piece came off with a bit of force and she could then activate a lever on the inside. The column soon opened as it exposed the ship’s main power core; a small glass enclosed cylinder that attached to the upper and lower nodules touching it.

      The young woman gave a bitter exhale as she could see the power was completely gone - just like Grimm had said. She pulled out the small container pod and studied it with frustration.

      “Now how will I get back home?”

      “And back to the mission as well…” Grimm interjected.

      “Right.” She scoffed. “The mission…”

      “The power can be replenished, Commander.” The male computer interrupted, “All it needs is a compatible power source to convert and—“

      “Oh, really?” She interrupted this time, “We’re stuck on a jungle world with no way of converting matter or light into a viable power source, Grimm! Not to mention I have no way of contacting The Galactic Kingdom’s Central Command to send me a ride back. You don’t even have enough power to last long on this portable wrist band either.”

      “I am fully aware of the dire nature of our situation.” The male computer stated back with a slightly less arrogant tone, “However, I have detected a power source within our vicinity that could be converted.”

      The woman took the small empty energy pod with her and returned to the bridge of the ship. Now the sun was setting even more; the night blanketed the area forbiddingly. She darted a gaze out the window and looked helplessly for a location.

      “What? Where? Give me specifics, Grimm.” 

      “Approximately sixteen point five kilometres from our present location.” 

      “Do I want to know what the power source is?” She scoffed while strapping the backpack full of supplies and light equipment for the journey.

      “I am not close enough to determine the kind or type of power source it may be
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