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 Introduction

 


 


Yes, The Sinik knows that the word is typically
spelled “cynic”. However, in those five letters there are at least
eight possible phonetic pronunciations since one letter (c) makes
two different sounds (s, k) and two letters (y, i) make one sound
(short i). The number of possibilities further increases as the
letter “i” can also make a long “i” sound or a long “e” sound (such
as “si” in Spanish). To avoid the phonetic confusion the word
“cynic” can induce, The Sinik will use this spelling where the
phonetics are consistent and which may be more in line with someone
who is “sinikul” about so much of what is often taken for granted
or understood as “normal”.

Either as a group or as individuals, humans claim to
be the most intelligent beings on this planet and possibly
throughout the entire universe. Yet, at the same time, most humans
do not appear to want to think about much of anything whether it’s
a matter of finances, beliefs, political positions, or even simple
courtesy. In fact, they too often act as though thinking and using
logic and reason are actual diseases to be avoided at all costs.
Instead they want to let their peers, celebrities, politicians, and
social media tell them how they ought to think and what their
opinions ought to be. Or they don’t want to think at all, but
simply do whatever “feels good” at the moment without considering
anyone or anything else. They also don’t want to take
responsibility for or suffer from the consequences of their
actions.

As a result, most people will prefer to reject or
ignore anything that might suggest they ought to change their
approach to life or their opinions or to recognize their double
standards and hypocrisy. The Sinik will never claim to have the
right answer regarding any particular subject and knows that he is
far from perfect, but he does make the effort to consider what
might be the logical or reasonable response to a situation and is
continually surprised that other people don’t think about it.
Benjamin Franklin apparently noticed the same thing which
encouraged him to proclaim, “Good Sense is a Thing all need, few
have, and none think they want.”

Another surprise is that many people don’t wonder why
somebody said what they did or why something is done a certain way.
The Sinik doesn’t know how many times he’s seen or heard of
something that was “company policy” or “government policy” or
something similar and yet few people questioned it even though it
often didn’t work in a real life situation.

To be blunt, The Sinik has no interest in telling
people what they ought to think nor does he believe he has the
right to do so. Nor is The Sinik particularly concerned about
whether you agree or disagree with him which is your right of free
speech and you are encouraged to use it. Just as The Sinik hopes
that you will allow him to use the same right to freely express his
thoughts (whether they’re “politically impolite” or not). The
following sneezes (thoughts) are offered in the hope that maybe one
or two people will take the time to reconsider a topic and possibly
have a new thought about it. As Galileo reportedly said, “The same
God that has endowed us with sense, reason and intellect did not
intend us to forego their use.”

The Sinik has included other people’s quotes,
thoughts, or the written contents of their cartoons, especially
when they’re able to express the idea or it’s obvious opposite
better (or more humorously) than The Sinik can. He has to agree
with Michel de Montaigne who stated, “I quote others only the
better to express myself.” The Sinik apologizes in advance for any
incorrect or missing citations.

The Sinik may not always agree with the included
thoughts of others (and has occasionally made comments to express
that), but hopes their inclusion will encourage others to take the
time to rethink what they might believe about a topic. As Aristotle
put it, “It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain
a thought without accepting it.” If a thought or expression is not
attributed to someone else, The Sinik accepts the responsibility
for stating it.

The topics are arranged in simple alphabetical order
(except for those identified as “Simple” and “Interlude”) with no
attempt to assign some sort of priority. In a number of cases, The
Sinik has converted spelled out dates into the format “yyyy-mm-dd”
or “yyyy-mm” as appropriate.

While The Sinik did not intend for the Sneezes to
become so extensive, he continued to find interesting quotes and
thoughts of other people which inspired him to have more of his
own. He thanks you for your understanding and hopes that some of
what is included here might be beneficial to you in one way or
another without causing too much mental indigestion.

 


“Cynical? ‘Cynic’ is a word invented by optimists to
criticize realists.” – Gregory Benford, In the
Ocean of Night, (New York: Pocket Books, 1977) p. 248.

 


 



 


 “Simple” Solutions

 


 


The Sinik offers the following “simple” solutions to
social problems for those who might not wish to read any
further.

 


Two word solution to the spread of sexually
transmitted diseases (STD) – one partner.

 


Two word crude solution to STDs and unwanted
pregnancy – don’t fuck.

 


Two word solution to personal crime – defend
yourself.

 


Three word solution to the abortion debate – choice
before coitus.

 


Four word solution to better company profits –
greatly reduce executive compensation.

 


Four word solution to unwanted pregnancy – keep your
clothes on.

 


Four word solution to the glut of lawsuits –
responsibility for one’s actions.

 


Six word solution to alcohol or drug use and abuse –
have the balls to say “NO!”

 


Seven word solution to financial debt – don’t spend
money until you have it.

 


Nine word solution to stop the spread of AIDS – keep
your clothes on and repeat, “I hate needles.”

 


Eleven word solution to possibly having better
candidates for political offices – put “No” on the ballot as a
choice for each candidate.

 


 



 


 Abortion Quotes

 


 


“I deplore the horrible crime of child murder. . . .
No matter what the motive, love of ease, or a desire to save from
suffering the unborn innocent, the woman is awfully guilty who
commits the deed . . . but oh! thrice guilty is he who drove her to
the desperation which impelled her to the crime.” – Susan B.
Anthony, Revolution, 1869-07-08, p. 4.

 


“Tell me, Senator . . . what do you think is more
morally reprehensible . . . dislocating the arm of a terrorist . .
. or sticking a steel spike into the brain of an
eight-and-a-half-month-old fetus and then sucking his brains out
[during a partial birth abortion].” – Vince Flynn, Pursuit of Honor (New York: Pocket Books, 2009), p.
329.

 


“Because, after all, a person is a person, no matter
how small.” – Dr. Seuss, Horton Hears a
Who (New York: Random House, 1954).

 


“[Abortion is] the ultimate exploitation of women.” –
Alice Paul, the drafter of the original version of the Equal Rights
Amendment.

 


“The exact moment of the beginning of personhood and
of the human body is at the moment of conception.” – Dr. McCarthy
de Mere, medical doctor and law professor, University of Tennessee,
quoted by Barbara Fiehler in letter to the “Tempe Tribune”
published 1993-04-19

 


“There are those who argue that the right to privacy
is of [a] higher order than the right to life . . . that was the
premise of slavery. You could not protest the existence or
treatment of slaves on the plantation because that was private. . .
. What happens to the mind of a person, and the moral fabric of a
nation, that accepts the aborting of the life of a baby without a
pang of conscience?” – Rev. Jesse L. Jackson wrote in 1977-01.

 


“In this society we save whales, we save timber
wolves and bald eagles and Coke bottles. Yet, everyone wanted me to
throw away my baby.” – Victoria (no last name identified).

 


“While the deep concern of a woman bearing an
unwanted child merits consideration and sympathy, it is my personal
feeling that the legalization of abortion on demand is not in
accordance with the value which our civilization places on human
life. Wanted or unwanted, I believe that human life, even at its
earliest stages, has certain rights which must be recognized – the
right to be born, the right to love, the right to grow old.” –
Senator Edward Kennedy wrote on 1971-08-03.

 


“An abortion kills the life of a baby after it has
begun.” – “Plan Your Children for Health and Happiness” (New York:
Planned Parenthood – World Population, 1963), p. 1.

 


“Usually, reasons given [for abortion] include
preserving the life of the mother, the expectation of a defective
child, rape, and incest. . . . [those] account of only 3% of all
abortions. A full 97% of abortions occur for matters of convenience
and economy.” – Dr. C. Everett Koop.

 


“I will maintain the utmost respect for human life,
from the time of conception; even under threat, I will not use my
medical knowledge contrary to the laws of humanity.” – The
Declaration of Geneva. “A doctor must always bear in mind the
importance of preserving human life from the time of conception
until death.” – International Code of Medical Ethics. These two
statements were adopted by the World Medical Association in 1948
and 1949 (World Medical Association Bulletin 1 and 2).

 


“Since the old ethic has not yet been fully displaced
it has been necessary to separate the idea of abortion from the
idea of killing, which continues to be socially abhorrent. The
result has been a curious avoidance of the scientific fact, which
everyone really knows, that human life begins at conception and is
continuous, whether intro- or extra-uterine, until death. The very
considerable semantic gymnastics which are required to rationalize
abortion as anything but the taking of human life [are] ludicrous .
. .” – California Medicine, 113 (September 1970): 3
(official journal of the California Medical Association and was
reportedly pro-abortion).

Compare that to Justice Harry Blackmun’s (who used to
be an attorney for the American Medical Association) 1973 opinion
in the Roe v. Wade case: “We need not resolve the difficult
question of when life begins. When those trained in . . . medicine
. . . are unable to arrive at any consensus . . .”

 


“[The poor and handicapped are] sinister forces of
the hordes of irresponsibility and imbecility [and their existence
is an] attack upon the stocks of intelligence and racial health. .
. . Indiscriminate breeding [by the less fit] may destroy our
liberties, and who may thus be the most far reaching peril to the
future of civilization. . . . [those less privileged in society
are] a dead weight of human waste.” – Margaret Sanger, founder and
first president of Planned Parenthood, the world’s largest promoter
and provider of abortion, Pivot of
Civilization (New York: Brentano’s Publishers, 1922).

 


“Every time a sperm cell and ovum unite a new being
is created which is alive and will continue to live unless its
death is brought about by some specific condition.” – Dr. E. L.
Potter and Dr. J. M. Craig, Pathology of the
Fetus and the Infant, 3d ed. (Chicago: Year Book Medical
Publishers, 1975), p. vii.

 


“When a woman destroys the life of her unborn child,
it is a sign that, by education or circumstances, she has been
greatly wronged.” – Mattie Brinkerhoff, Revolution,
1868-04-09, p. 215-6.

 


“It is the penetration of the ovum by a spermatozoan
and the resultant mingling of the nuclear material each brings to
the union that constitutes the culmination of the process of
fertilization and marks the initiation of the life of a new
individual.” – Dr. Bradley M. Patten, Human
Embryology, 3d ed. (New York: McGraw Hill, 1968), p. 43.

 


“The [single-cell zygote] results from fertilization
of an oocyte by a sperm and is the beginning of a human being.” –
Dr. Keith L. Moore, The Developing Human:
Clinically Oriented Embryology, 2d ed. (Philadelphia: W. B.
Saunders, 1977), p. 1.

 


“The basic fact is simple: life begins not at birth,
but conception.” – Ashley Montague, geneticist at Harvard and
Rutgers, Life Before Birth (New York:
Signet Books, 1977), p. vi., yet reportedly doesn’t agree with the
prolife position.

 


“By refusing to look at abortion within a moral
framework, we lose the millions of Americans who want to support
abortion as a legal right, but still need to condemn it as a moral
iniquity. Their ethical allegiances are then addressed by the
prolife movement, which is willing to speak about good and evil.
But we are also in danger of losing something more important than
votes; we stand in jeopardy of losing what can only be called our
souls. Clinging to a rhetoric about abortion in which there is no
life and no death, we entangle our beliefs in a series of
self-delusions, fibs and evasions. And we risk becoming precisely
what our critics charge us with being: callous, selfish and
casually destructive men and women who share a cheapened view of
human life. . . . So what will it be: Wanted fetuses are charming,
complex REM-dreaming little beings whose profile on the sonogram
looks just like Daddy, but unwanted ones are mere ‘uterine
material’? How can we charge that it is vile and repulsive for
prolifers to brandish vile and repulsive images if the images [of
aborted babies] are real? To insist that the truth is in poor taste
is the very height of hypocrisy. . . . If these images are often
the facts of the matter, and if we then claim that it is offensive
for prochoice women to be confronted by them, they we are making
the judgment that women are too inherently weak to face a truth
about which they have to make a grave decision. This view of women
is unworthy of feminism. Free women must be strong women, too; and
strong women, presumably, do not seek to cloak their most important
decision in euphemism.” – Naomi Wolf, “Our Bodies, Our Souls,”
New Republic, 1996-10-16.

 


“I feel that the greatest destroyer of peace today is
abortion, because it is a war against the child, a direct killing
of the innocent child, murder by the mother herself. And if we
accept that a mother can kill ever her own child, how can we tell
other people not to kill one another? . . . Any country that
accepts abortion is not teaching its people to love, but to use any
violence to get what they want. . . . Many people are very, very
concerned with the children of India, with the children of Africa
where quite a few die of hunger, . . . But often these same people
are not concerned with the millions who are being killed by the
deliberate decision of their own mothers.” – Mother Teresa, speech
at the National Prayer Breakfast, 1994-02-03.

 


“There clearly is no logical or moral distinction
between a fetus and a young baby; free availability of abortion
cannot be reasonably distinguished from euthanasia. Nevertheless we
are for it. It is too facile to say that human life always is
sacred; obviously it is not.” – “The Unborn and the Born Again,”
editorial, New Republic, 1977-07-02, p. 6.

 


“This attitude [of the Supreme Court (476 U.S. at
762, Thornburgh) that women do not have to be given complete
information about abortions and alternates] is patronizing to
women’s decision making abilities, and essentially establishes for
women a constitutional ‘right’ to ignorance.” – Feminists for
Life Debate Handbook, p. 7.

 


“[I was deeply troubled by my] increasing certainty
that I had in fact presided over 60,000 deaths.” – Dr. Bernard
Nathanson, cofounder of National Abortion Rights Action League,
“Deeper into Abortion,” New England Journal of Medicine 291
(1974), p. 1189-90. Later in his film The Silent Scream, he
said, “Modern technologies have convinced us that beyond question
the unborn child is simply another human being, another member of
the human community, indistinguishable in every way from any of
us.” While he was involved in the abortion industry, his group
succeeded in misleading the public by manipulating the media: “We
fed a line of deceit, of dishonesty, of fabrication of statistics
and figures. We coddled, and caressed, and stroked the press.”

 


“Biologically, at no stage can we subscribe to the
view that the fetus is a mere appendage of the mother. . . . It is
the embryo who stops his mother’s periods and makes her womb
habitable by developing a placenta and a protective capsule of
fluid for himself. He regulates his own amniotic fluid volume and
although women speak of their waters breaking or their membranes
rupturing, these structures belong to the fetus. And finally, it is
the fetus, not the mother, who decides when labor should be
initiated.” – Dr. A. W. Liley – 1970 speech “The Termination of
Pregnancy or the Extermination of the Fetus”.

 


“[Nurses were instructed that] through public
conditioning, use of language, concepts and laws, the idea of
abortion can be separated from the idea of killing.” – Leonide M.
Tanner, ed., “Developing Professional Parameters: Nursing and
Social Work Roles in the Care of the Induced Abortion Patient,”
Clinical Obstetrics and Gynecology 14 (December 1971), p.
1271.

 


“No individual living body can ‘become’ a person
unless it already is a person. No living being can become anything
other than what it already essentially is.” – Dr. Thomas
Hilgers.

 


“Pro-choice before coitus – pro-life after.” –
suggested bumper sticker.

 


“Timmy’s been ‘OK’ at kindergarten, although he
complains about going. . . . He’s been a real problem, Mom. He’s a
good kid, but quite honestly he’s an unfair burden at this time in
our lives. . . . I honestly believe this is better for Timmy, too.
It’s not fair to force him to live in a family that can’t give him
the time and attention he deserves. And PLEASE don’t give me the
kind of grief Grandma gave you over your abortions. It is the same
thing, you know. We’ve told him he’s just going in for a
vaccination. Anyway, they say the termination procedure is
painless.” – letter written by an unidentified author.

(The Sinik asks, Is the above quote an example of the
future of abortion?)

 


* * * * *

 


The following quotes are from experts testifying
before a United States Senate judiciary subcommittee on the
question of when life begins and recorded in Subcommittee on
Separation of Powers to Senate Judiciary Committee S-158,
Report, 97th Cong., 1st Sess., 1981.

“By all the criteria of modern molecular biology,
life is present from the moment of conception.” – Prof. Hymie
Gordon, Mayo Clinic.

“I submit that human life is present throughout this
entire sequence from conception to adulthood and that any
interruption at any point throughout this time constitutes a
termination of human life. . . . I am no more prepared to say that
these early stages [of development in the womb] represent an
incomplete human being than I would be to say that the child prior
to the dramatic effects of puberty . . . is not a human being. This
is human life at every stage.” – Dr. Alfred M. Bongioanni,
professor of pediatrics and obstetrics at the University of
Pennsylvania.

“[A]fter fertilization has taken place a new human
being has come into being . . . [this] is no longer a matter of
taste or opinion [and] not a metaphysical contention; it is plain
experimental evidence. . . . Each individual has a very neat
beginning, at conception.” – Dr. Jerome LeJeune, professor of
genetics, University of Descartes in Paris, France.

“It is incorrect to say that biological data cannot
be decisive. . . . It is scientifically correct to say that an
individual human life begins at conception. . . . Our laws, one
function of which is to help preserve the lives of our people,
should be based on accurate scientific data.” – Prof. Micheline
Matthews-Roth, Harvard University Medical School.

“The beginning of a single human life is from a
biological point of view a simple and straight-forward matter - the
beginning is conception. This straightforward biological fact
should not be distorted to serve sociological, political, or
economic goals.” – Dr. Watson A. Bowes, University of Colorado
Medical School.

“Physicians, biologists, and other scientists agree
that conception marks the beginning of the life of a human being -
a being that is alive and is a member of the human species. There
is overwhelming agreement on this point in countless medical,
biological, and scientific writings.” Summary of Subcommittee’s
Report.

 


* * * * *

 


The following excerpts of the poem “The Mother” by
Gwendolyn Brooks, was published in The American
Reader, ed. Diane Ravitch (New York: Harper
CollinsPublishers, 1990), p. 311

Abortion will not let you forget.

You remember the children you got that you did not
get, . . .

The singers and workers that never handled the air. .
. .

I have heard in the voices of the wind the voices of
my dim killed children. . . .

I have said, Sweets, if I sinned, if I seized

Your luck

And your lives from your unfinished reach,

If I stole your births and your names,

Your straight baby tears and your games, . . .

If I poisoned the beginnings of your breaths,

Believe that even in my deliberateness I was not
deliberate.

Though why should I whine,

Whine that the crime was other than mine? –

Since anyhow you are dead.

Or rather, or instead,

You were never made.

. . . oh, what shall I say, how is the truth to be
said?

You were born, you had body, you died.

It is just that you never giggled or planned or
cried. . . .

 


* * * * *

 


The following letter is by Omar Rodriguez to “Gilbert
Independent,” published 2003-09-10.

A review of statistics regarding abortion and the
seemingly contradictory position of forces supporting pro-choice
are disturbing, to say the least. . . .

In other words, black women who comprise only 12
percent of the female population in the United States have about 35
percent of all abortions. As a proportion, the rate of black women
having abortions is three times higher than whites. . . . [In one
year], 40 percent of all fetuses were aborted by their black
mothers.

The fact that Democrats with support from groups like
the ACLU can defend the legality of abortion is incomprehensible
when you consider that four out of 10 blacks in this country are
wiped out before they are even born. Under any other context the
label given to the systematic destruction of 40 percent of a
particular race would be nothing less than genocide.

 


* * * * *

 


The following is by Barry Forbes’ column in “The
Tribune”, published 1999-01-24.

Where pro-lifers see vulnerable women in difficult
circumstances, abortion providers see dollar signs. Where
pro-lifers see unborn children in danger of dismemberment,
abortionists see cash.

In exchange for a few hundred bucks, exploiters of
women like Planned Parenthood and the [“doctors”] of the medical
community are pleased to provide a deadly resolution to any crisis
pregnancy. . . .

Rationalizing the billion-dollar windfall is easy:
Without this nice little piece of change, abortion providers would
see their ‘quality of life’ drop like a rock.

That simple threat far outweighs deceit and
exploitation, death and suffering - all of it brought to America by
that wonderful, politically correct [Supreme Court decision based
on admitted fabrications] nirvana known as Roe vs. Wade.

 


 


 



 



Abortion Thoughts

 


 


Some people want to claim that a preborn person is a
part of the woman who is carrying it and as a result, she should
have the choice to do with it as she wishes. That idea is totally
contrary to the medical, biological, and genetic truth. Every cell
in every part of a woman’s body has the same genetic code. But the
preborn person inside of her has a totally different genetic code
in each of its cells, its blood type can be different, and about
half the time its gender is different.

Since only half of its chromosomes came from the
biological mother while the other half came from the biological
father, that ought to make it clear that the preborn person is a
unique individual and not simply a “part of the woman”. If the
joining of a female’s egg and a male’s sperm can take place in a
test tube and the newly created person can be implanted into
another woman to grow until it’s developed enough to be born, then
which woman is the preborn person “a part of”?

To say that a preborn person is “a part of” its
biological mother simply because it temporarily resides there is
equivalent to saying that you are “a part of” the apartment or
house you are renting and that the owner can destroy you and all of
your belongings whenever they want to remodel.

The distinction between the mother and the preborn
person inside of her was affirmed by the U.S. House of
Representatives in July 2000 when they unanimously passed a bill
making it illegal to execute a pregnant woman on the basis that the
mother and her baby were separate and individual people. The
hundreds of pro-abortion representatives who voted for the bill
apparently ignored their own hypocrisy.

 


By the time a woman typically knows she’s pregnant
and might begin to think about having an abortion, the preborn
person growing inside of her is 10,000 times larger than when it
was conceived, has budding arms and legs, and has a beating heart
pumping blood to its brain and its brain waves can be recorded. Can
we be sure that the preborn person does not have self-conscious
thoughts at that time which is what some people consider to be an
indication of being human? There is no way in which that can be
objectively determined.

 


Ladies, if you don’t want to have a child, then don’t
have sex. If you want to have sex but don’t want to raise a child,
give it up for adoption. If you want to have sex but don’t ever
want to have a child, get a hysterectomy or at least have your
fallopian tubes tied. Either is a safer medical procedure than
having an abortion as well as avoids the “need” of any other
abortions in the future. An added benefit is that you won’t feel
the guilt of causing the death of a preborn person (either
immediately or later in life).

 


If a female who is not yet an adult is not legally
able to sign the consent form and needs to have parental permission
for even the most minor medical procedure, how come she’s “legally”
allowed to sign the consent form for an abortion?

 


Instead of being the result of a careful intelligent
consideration, an abortion is too often a knee-jerk reaction to
remove the evidence of a regretful action.

 


What would you do if parents in the U.S. killed one
million of their children of any age this year? Wouldn’t you
support the arresting and prosecution of those parents? That is how
“pro-life” people feel about abortion. Can you describe at what
point along the birth canal that an unwanted parasitical mass of
protoplasm magically transforms into a beautiful baby? There’s no
doubt that people should choose whether or not they’re going to
have children, but they should make that choice before they indulge
in the activity (“sex”) which results in a child. In other words,
“Choice before coitus”.

 


* * * * *

 


The topic of abortion is so often obscured by
emotional, political, and religious arguments that few, if any,
people take the time to research the subject or to think about it
with any attempt to be rational or objective. Unfortunately, too
often when women think about an abortion, they feel as though they
don’t have the time (or want to make the effort) to carefully and
intelligently consider all of the facts or possible consequences
and simply want to remove the evidence of a regretful action and
its unexpected result.

And where is the male hiding which causes the woman
to have to deal with the consequences by herself? He was probably
more than half of the reason for her being in her current
situation. At least when The Sinik’s brother impregnated his high
school girl friend and the parents found out about it, he had to go
with her when she had an abortion.

While The Sinik tries to understand some of the
pressure those women may feel, if there can be some rational
consideration ahead of time, maybe they will find a way to avoid
being in the situation or be a little more comfortable about
whatever decision they ultimately make.

To begin with, The Sinik will assume that whoever
might read this considers themselves to be alive. So, from the
starting point that you are, at this moment, alive, when did your
life begin? Sorry, we’re not referring to your social life or to
your love life, but to your physical life.

Did you begin to live a minute ago, a year ago, ten
years ago, when you were thirteen years old, when you were five
years old, when you were one year old, when you were born, five
minutes before you were born, or when your father’s sperm joined
with your mother’s egg to become a single cell and began to divide
and grow? Unless you can figure out that there was some other point
in time between then and now when you as a person with a body
“magically” went from being not alive to being alive, then the
logical conclusion is that your physical life began when that
single joined cell began to grow.

If you had been able to record it all, you would see
a continuous unbroken process in how your body developed between
then and now with no interruptions. Your “birth” was simply a
change in location so that you had additional physical space in
which to continue to grow.

Before you jump on The Sinik and claim that he
intends to interfere with a woman’s reproductive right just because
a human’s life begins at the moment of conception, stop! Quit
reacting. Does The Sinik believe that a woman has the right to
decide when she wants to have a child? Absolutely.

In fact, The Sinik strongly encourages all women to
carefully consider whether or not they really want to have a child
and whether they are prepared to raise it. If a woman is going to
dump her child on the day care or school to raise, why bother to
have a child? And why isn’t the male, who helped to make the child,
helping the woman to raise it?

It ought to be and actually seems to be the case that
most people understand that sexual intercourse (or it’s test tube
equivalent) is the method by which a male’s sperm enters a woman’s
uterus to interact with her egg which then begins the life of a
human being. So, temporarily setting aside the emotional or social
purposes, the strictly physical purpose of sexual intercourse is to
produce an offspring in order to continue the existence of
whichever species the parents are a part of, whether they’re human
or something else.

From that basic fact then it logically follows that
the time to make a choice about having a child is before a woman
engages in sexual intercourse with a male. While not every event of
sexual intercourse will result in a child, the possibility is there
unless prior adequate precautions have been taken. Unfortunately,
anything less than preventative surgery still carries some risk of
failure.

Is The Sinik being unreasonable to say that the
choice of whether to have a child should be made before sexual
intercourse? Considering how people typically behave in social or
passionate settings, most people probably think he is, but that
doesn’t negate the fact that it’s the logical time to make such a
decision.

Now we come to the situation where a woman apparently
didn’t make the decision about having a child before sexual
intercourse or changed her mind afterwards and wants to have an
abortion to remove the human which is growing inside of her. Again,
before you react, this is not an emotional question, but a factual
one based on what has been rationally established before. This is
one of the situations where those who support abortion claim that a
woman has a right to her own body.

The Sinik fully agrees that a woman does and should
have a right to what happens to her own body. However, that human
growing inside of her is not a part of her body even though it is
contained within her. And when the child is born, or aborted, the
woman still has all of her body parts, so she didn’t lose any of
her parts during the process. Thus, before it was born or aborted,
the human inside of her was not actually a part of her body so how
can she, or anyone else, claim that she has a right to destroy it?
If nothing else, allow it to be born and then give it up for
adoption to somebody who does want to love a child.

In contrast to the preceding apparent logical
conclusions, the current laws do allow a woman to terminate the
life of the human growing inside of her through an induced
abortion. Well, then, let’s follow that to its logical conclusion.
If she can terminate the child when it is inside of her, why should
she not be able to terminate what some call “that part of her body”
when the child is two years old, or sixteen years old, or
older?

Simple logic and basic biological facts make it clear
that the time to make the pro-choice decision is before sexual
intercourse begins. Simple logic also proclaims that if a woman is
not allowed to kill her child any time after it’s born, then she
should not be allowed to kill it before it is born.

Moving forward, let’s ask the question: why is there
such strong political support for abortion when it appears to
ignore the basic facts and logical conclusions? Some of those
directly in the medical community or closely related to it were
quick to learn that providing abortions made them a lot of money
(the true American God). It also appears that some people want to
encourage women to be as sexually promiscuous as men typically are
in spite of the fact that women too often have to bear the brunt of
the subsequent consequences by themselves, especially when they’re
afraid to tell their friends or parents.

Now that The Sinik has made an attempt to briefly
discuss the subject of abortion reasonably and with logic, another
question comes to mind: how many potential female participants in
the fight for women’s rights have been sacrificed on the altar of
abortion?

In summary, aren’t you glad your mother didn’t have
an abortion when you were growing inside of her?

 


* * * * *

 


The following is an open letter written by The Sinik
in 2022 to the AZ Democratic Party.

Recently, I received an anti-Blake Masters
advertisement from your office (which is the first I’ve heard about
the person) in which you claim “Blake Masters is too dangerous for
Arizona” without saying why he’s too dangerous. It is obvious from
the ad that you encourage abortion which, in my opinion, is very
dangerous to Arizona since it will result in the pre-mature demise
of future Arizona natives.

The simple fact of abortion is that it is the
premeditated killing of a preborn person. Any competent medical
person who considers only the biological facts can tell you that
life begins at conception and continues in an unbroken progression
of growth and development in the womb, through birth, childhood,
and adolescence into the maturity of an adult. At no time is that
life a “blob of protoplasm” which “magically” transforms into a
human child.

You and I both know that abortion is frequently used
as a means for a woman to escape the consequences of indulging in
sexual activities when they didn’t make their choice to not have a
child before the activity. Rather than kill the child who had
nothing to do with the action, the people who indulged in the
sexual activity need to accept the responsibility for their
behavior and its biological consequences. If people would act like
mature, reasonable, and responsible adults in regards to their
sexual behavior (instead of like insects driven by their hormones
to mate in order to perpetuate the species), the supposed “need”
for abortion would disappear faster than a snowball on a runway at
Sky Harbor Airport in June.

I’m sure you would be appalled if a gunman massacred
a group of children in a school. Yet you wouldn’t have cared if
those same children had been dismembered by an abortionist before
they had a chance to draw their first breath. Does anybody else see
something wrong with this picture?

In your ad you state, “Blake Masters called for a
full ban on abortion with no exceptions for rape or incest”. I
greatly deplore the fact that any woman is the victim of rape or
incest, but why do you want to punish the child for what their
father did. Or is killing the child the only solution you have to
offer for an unwanted pregnancy? Instead of punishing the child,
punish the man who committed the rape or incest, such as seize all
of his assets and make him work extra hard in prison in order to
financially support the child he made, even if the child is adopted
by someone else.

A final consideration: How would you have felt if
your mother wanted to abort you regardless of what your biological
father did to her?

 


 



 


Advertising




 


BC cartoon by Johnny Hart shows a man standing behind
a rock which has “Ad agency” on it. Another man asks, “What do you
specialize in?”

“Fabrication.”

“Fabrication of what?”

“The truth, mainly.”

 


“Ads push the principle of noise all the way to the
plateau of persuasion.” – Marshall McLuhan.

 


Frank & Ernest cartoon by Thaves shows two men in
a grocery store with signs stating “New and Improved!” “Richer!
Tastier! Now Better Than Ever!”, etc. and one man says to the
other, “I hate to buy anything now, because later it will be
better.”

(The Sinik responds, it will claim to be better, but will seldom actually be so. Or
it may “taste” better, but actually be less healthy to eat.)

 


Calvin and Hobbes cartoon by Watterson shows Calvin
sitting in a chair watching television as he says to Hobbes,
“Nowadays, ads don’t just sell a product. They sell an attitude!
Look at this one! Here’s a cool guy saying nobody tells him what to
do. He does whatever he wants and he buys this product as a
reflection of that independence.”

Hobbes responds, “So basically, this maverick is
urging everyone to express his individuality through conformity in
brand-name selection?”

“Well, it sounded more defiant the way HE said
it.”

 


“The individual who has experienced solitude will not
easily become a victim of mass suggestion.” – Albert Einstein.

 


Ziggy cartoon by Tom Wilson shows him in his open
door facing a person who says, “I know the ad said that no salesman
will call . . . I’m called a consumer acquisition facilitator.”

 


“The offer for the job of a lifetime found your phone
busy because a telemarketer called about cleaning the carpet in
your hamster’s cage.” – unknown.

 


“During the study of mass media in an eight-grade
class, we were discussing advertising. Many successful
catch-phrases of the past were mentioned, and we agreed that there
were just as many enticing ads today. I passed out slips of paper,
instructing each student to write down the first intriguing phrase
that came to mind which had actually lured him to spend his money
on something. I anticipated slogans promoting icy colas, gleaming
teeth, swinging cameras. As the slips were handed back to me, I
picked up the first one to discuss. It read: ‘For Adults Only’.” –
Blanche Cronk in Reader’s Digest.

 


Frank & Ernest cartoon by Thaves shows a man
sitting on a stool in “Sid’s Diner” where he points to a sign that
says, “Free lunch tomorrow” and the cook says, “I know you ate here
yesterday, but read it again.”

 


“. . . creating hard-sell drivel urging the masses to
buy various and sundry products they could live without.” – Clive
Cussler & Craig Dirgo, The Sea Hunters (New York: Pocket Star
Books, 1996), p. 349.

 


Baby Blues cartoon by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott
shows a saleswoman ask, “Would you like to sample our new line of
baby products?”

Wanda responds, “Baby cosmetics??”

“Well, not cosmetics, per se, but specially
formulated lightly scented, moisture-encapsulated, alpha
hydrogenated, non-greasy emollient creme.”

Wanda opens the bottle and smells it before she hands
it back and asks, “$30-an-ounce baby lotion?”

“Yes, but it’s such a cute bottle!”

 


Calvin and Hobbes cartoon by Watterson shows Calvin
sitting in a chair watching television as he says to Hobbes,
“Here’s another ad with attitude. This guy didn’t like his job, so
he quit, and now he climbs rocks! See, he’s his own man! He grabs
life by the throat and lives on his own terms!”

Hobbes remarks, “If he quit his job, I wonder how he
affords those expensive athletic shoes he’s advertising.”

“Maybe his mom bought them for him.”

“I hope she’ll pay his medical bills when he falls
off that rock.”

 


For Better or For Worse cartoon by Lynn Johnston
shows a woman answer her phone, “Hello? Yes, this is Mrs.
Patterson. Uh huh. Uh huh . . . How am I today? On, not so good . .
. Tsk! My stomach’s acting up, - I’ve been to the doctor a hundred
times! He finally sent me to a specialist and the specialist, well!
Do you know what he told me? . . . He said it’s on account of my
other medication which I take for my nerves . . I got terrible
nerves, just terrible! Ever since that thing with the laxatives,
you know. . . . I get upset, very easily . . . it, it doesn’t take
much to upset me . . Tsk! I also have trouble with my liver . . it
shifts! . . . Just bending down is an ordeal, I tell you. . . . If
it wasn’t for my kitty, I’d go MAD!! Would you like to say hello to
Boo-Boo? - Say hello to the man . . . . . . What did you say your
name was? Hello? . . . . Sometimes, I really enjoy telephone
solicitors.”

 


Calvin and Hobbes cartoon by Watterson shows the
father walk into a room where the mother asks, “Any good mail
today?”

“Mm . . not really. Here’s a ‘You’re not covering the
cost of all these mailings’ charity request. You got a ‘you’re not
attractive’ magazine with an article on swimsuits that minimize all
your body flaws. Here are some ‘You’re not stylish or ostentatious
enough’ catalogs . . . and coincidentally, an invitation to go
deeper in debt from a credit card company. And here’s our news
magazine to identify the trend of the week we’re missing, . . . and
I got a hobby magazine featuring new equipment I ought to have.
Yikes. . . Why do I get the feeling that society is trying to make
us discontented with everything we do and insecure about who we
are?”

She responds, “I suppose if people thought about real
issues and needs instead of manufactured desires, the economy would
collapse and we’d have total anarchy.”

“So pitching this junk would make me some kind of
terrorist, huh?”

“Yep. It’s our patriotic duty to buy distractions
from a simple life.”

Calvin steps into the room and says, “Hey Mom, I saw
a bunch of products on TV that I didn’t know existed, but I
desperately need!”

 


“A man received an offer for a gold card with a
$6,000 credit limit, travel insurance, and access to cash. There
was one small problem with his being able to accept it - he died
almost 450 years. His name, Martin Luther.” – paraphrased from an
item in The Milwaukee Journal, 1990-10-21.

 


* * * * *

 


“Here’s a man supposed to be cooking steaks on some
kind of back-yard grill. He looks like a movie star; he’s dressed
up like he was going to get married; there’s not a wrinkle
anywhere. There’s not a spot on that apron. There isn’t even a
grease spot on the frying pan. The lawn is as smooth as a billiard
table. . . . Did you ever really see a man that handsome, or hair
that was just silver over the ears and the rest glossy black? The
daughter looks like a movie starlet, and her mom is exactly the
same, except that she has that grey streak in front to match her
husband. You can see the car in the drive; the treads of the tires
must have just been scrubbed; they’re not even dusty. There’s not a
pebble out of place. All the flowers are in full bloom; no dead
ones. No leaves on the lawn; no dry twigs showing on the tree.” –
Keith Laumer, “A Trip To The City” (1963), Odyssey (Riverdale, NY: Baen Books, 2002), p. digital
copy.

 


* * * * *

 


Apparently, advertisers don’t carefully research to
make sure their slogans and ads are appropriate to their intended
audience. An unknown author reported the following examples:

Coors put its slogan, “Turn it loose,” into Spanish,
where it was read as “Suffer from diarrhea”.

Clairol introduced the “Mist Stick”, a curling iron,
into Germany only to find out that “mist” is slang for manure.

When Gerber starting selling baby food in Africa,
they didn’t realize at first that the picture of the baby on the
jar was thought to be what was contained in the jar.

An American T-shirt maker in Miami printed shirts in
Spanish to promote the Pope’s visit, but printed the Spanish
equivalent of “I saw the potato” instead.

The name Coca-Cola when first phonetically spelled
out in Chinese meant “bite the wax tadpole” or “female horse
stuffed with wax”.

Parker Pen marketed a pen Mexico and claimed, “It
won’t leak in your pocket and embarrass you.” The word they used
for embarrass means “impregnate” in Spanish.

 


* * * * *

 


All advertising is deceptive to one degree or
another. Have you noticed how the automotive ads show the vehicles
driving through a major city without another vehicle in sight? As
though that would ever be possible in real life. Or how a vehicle
which is capable of going off-road will be shown in a remote area
without a speck of dust to indicate the conditions it drove through
to arrive there. Worse yet are the fast food advertisements which
show a luscious meal with a substantial amount of meat but if you
order one of those sandwiches, you almost have to wedge the bun
apart to find one-fifth the amount of meat the ad shows, if that
much.

Some of the advertising on the internet is more than
simply deceptive, it’s an outright lie. One time there was a
headline which said the worst airport in the world was in Arizona.
Since The Sinik had previously had a job in which inspecting
airports was part of his responsibilities, he was curious. As he
went through the pictures and explanations of what somebody claimed
were the worst airports, not one of them was in the United States,
much less in Arizona.

 


Possibly the best printed ad The Sinik has seen
stated, “In case of emergency, . . . pull.” and shows a picture of
a Hershey’s Kiss.

 


 



 


America




 


“This country, with its institutions, belongs to the
people who inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow weary of the
existing government, they can exercise their constitutional right
of amending it, or their revolutionary right to dismember or
overthrow it.” – Abraham Lincoln quoted in The
Oxford Dictionary of Quotations – Third Edition (Oxford,
Oxford University Press, 1979), p. 314.

 


Calvin and Hobbes cartoon by Watterson shows Calvin
say, “Everything is so darn hard! I wish I could just take a pill
to be perfect and I wish I could just push a button to have
anything I want.”

Hobbes comments, “The American dream lives on.”

“Why should I have to work for everything?!
It’s like saying I don’t deserve it.”

 


“I hate to say this, but I believe my children will
be safer in Bujumbara [capital of Burundi] than in Washington,
D.C.” – Bob Krueger.

 


The Born Loser cartoon by Art & Chip Sansom shows
Thornapple watching TV which announces, “Next, our exclusive
telepoll question for this evening . . . Which of our country’s
resources are we most in danger of exhausting?”

He calls and responds, “It’s taxpayers!”

 


“I tried to follow JFK’s advice and not ask what my
country can do for me, but what I can do for my country. Yeah,
right. I end up in jail. They objected when I tried to get rid of
some crooked politicians and corrupt judges.” – unknown.

 


“I have the audacity to believe that people
everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, education
and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality and freedom for
their spirits.” – Martin Luther King, Jr.

 


“We’d have to cut our paychecks by more than 80%;
move thirty-three million workers back to the farm; destroy
fifty-nine million television sets; tear up fourteen of every
fifteen miles of highway; junk nineteen of every twenty cars; tear
up two-thirds of our railroad track; knock down seventy percent of
our houses; and rip out nine of every ten telephones. Then all we
have to do is find a capitalist country to sell us wheat on credit
to keep us from starving.” – President Reagan on how America can
match Russia’s record after more than half a century of
socialism.

 


“Democracy is based upon the conviction that there
are extraordinary possibilities in ordinary people.” – Harry
Emerson Fosdick.

 


America is named in honor of a pickle peddler.
“Amerigo Vespucci, the worthy ultimately honored, sold pickles in
Seville before he went exploring.” – reported by L.M. Boyd.

 


Cartoon by Horsey of “Seattle Post-Intelligencer”
shows an Indigenous American look at others giving food to the
Pilgrims and say, “If you ask me, we shouldn’t be sharing our
wealth with a bunch of illegal aliens!”

 


“Violence is as American as cherry pie.” – H. Rap
Brown.

 


“Thanks to the Interstate Highway System, it is now
possible to travel across the country from coast to coast without
seeing anything.” – Charles Kuralt.

 


Frank & Ernest cartoon by Thaves shows two men at
a “News” stand with headlines of “Scandals, Fads, Crime, Hoaxes” as
one man says, “Americans may not do well on standardized tests, but
nobody can best us for extra-curricular activities!”

 


“The small landholders are the most precious part of
a state.” – Thomas Jefferson.

 


Cartoon (unable to read artist’s name) shows two
people identified as “Illegals” holding up a sign which reads, “We
are NOT second-class citizens!” The Statue
of Liberty walks over and crosses out “second-class”.

 


Ziggy cartoon by Tom Wilson shows Ziggy watch TV
which announces “The State Department today located a brand-new
country for us to send foreign aid to!”

 


“Three things make up a nation: its land, its people
and its laws.” – Abraham Lincoln.

 


Cartoon by Horsey of “Seattle Post-Intelligencer”
labeled “The New America” shows a group of
people including those holding a “White House I.D.”, a “Wall Street
Journal”, a can of “Pennzoil, and a female “KGB” agent draped over
a Marine as they recite the following: “I pledge allegiance to
myself and the goodies I get from America, and to all the money for
which I hustle, one person, looking good, irresponsible, with
profit and pleasure above all.”

 


“America is the only nation in history which
miraculously has gone directly from barbarism to degeneration
without the usual interval of civilization.” – Georges
Clemenceau.

 


“[The United States is] a corrupt country where
officials are constantly indicted. . . . A country that cannot take
care of its education. A country that cannot sustain its
infrastructure. Its bridges are falling down. Its streets are
plagued with drugs. . . . A country that cannot take care of its
homeless, of its old people. Wow, when are you going to get your
house in order, gringos? We both have problems, you see.” – Carlos
Fuentes.

 


Cartoon (unable to read artist’s name) shows two men
standing north of a line. The one with a popgun and the label of
U.S. Congress yells, “Halt! What’s the password?”

Three men face them from south of the line and the
one with the shirt labeled “Mexico” shouts back, “Vote
Democrat.”

 


“American is not like a blanket - one piece of
unbroken cloth. America is more like a quilt - many patches, many
pieces, many colors, many sizes, all woven together by a common
thread.” – Jesse L. Jackson.

 


“My faith in the intelligence of the American people
has increased 100 percent in the years since I began my show.
People are much smarter than those in government and the press
think.” – Larry King.

 


Cartoon by McCoy (?) shows people climbing over a
wall with a rope to be greeted at a “Welcome Wagon” booth where
they receive “Welfare” and “Health Care” followed by a booth
labeled “Voter Registration”. A man appearing to be former
President Obama says, ‘Now this is an
immigration policy I can support.”

 


“Give the people the facts, and they will save the
nation.” – Abraham Lincoln.

 


Cartoon by Fuller shows a couple with a newspaper
that has the headline, “Arizona immigration law angers Obama”. The
woman responds, “No wonder he’s upset. Now if he goes to Arizona,
he may finally have to produce a birth certificate.”

 


“Patriotism is not so much protecting the land of our
fathers as preserving the land of our children.” – Jose Ortega y
Gasset.

 


Cartoon by Mike Smith shows four people say what they
do for America.

“Hi, I’m a soldier in the U.S. Army. I’m responsible
for defending our country. I make $12,000 a year.”

“Hi, I’m a teacher. I’m responsible for educating
your children. I make $25,000 a year.”

“Hi. I’m a policeman. I put my life on the line to
protect you every day. I make $40,000 a year.”

“Hi, I’m Diane Sawyer. I’m a TV news personality. I
make $7 million a year.”

 


Cartoon by Wiley shows a Japanese man (flag on the
side of his briefcase) say to a highway worker, “Excuse me . . .
I’m looking for the American work ethic . . .”

The worker says, “Talk to my supervisors” as he
points over his shoulder with his thumb towards eight men doing
nothing.

 


“We have had . . . too small a group, - in control of
the policies of the United States. The average man has not been
consulted, and his heart has begun to sink for fear he never would
be consulted, . . . Therefore, we have got to organize a government
whose sympathies will be open to the whole body of the people of
the United States, a government which will consult as large a
proportion of the people of the United States as possible before it
acts. Because the great problem of government is to know what the
average man is experiencing and is thinking about. . . . Anything
that depresses, anything that makes the organization greater than
the man, anything that blocks, discourages, dismays the human man,
is against all the principles of progress. . . . To-day, when our
government has so far passed into the hands of special interests .
. . when so many conscientious citizens, smitten with the scene of
social wrong and suffering, have fallen victims to the fallacy that
benevolent government can be meted out to the people by
kind-hearted trustees of prosperity . . .” – Woodrow Wilson,
excerpts of campaign speeches, quoted in The
American Reader, ed. Diane Ravitch (New York: HarperCollins
Publishers, 1990), p. 225-7.

(The Sinik notes that while there is truth in the
words, the follow-on actions did not support them. Not the first
pretty but meaningless and hypocritical words from a
politician.)

 


* * * * *

 


The following is by an unknown author.

Joe Smith started the day early having set his alarm
clock (MADE IN JAPAN) for 6am. While his coffee pot (MADE IN CHINA)
was perking, he shaved with his electric razor (MADE IN HONG KONG).
He put on a dress shirt (MADE IN SRI LANKA), designer jeans (MADE
IN SINGAPORE) and tennis shoes (MADE IN KOREA). After cooking his
breakfast in his new electric skillet (MADE IN INDIA) he sat down
with his calculator (MADE IN MEXICO) to see how much he could spend
today. After setting his watch (MADE IN TAIWAN) to the radio (MADE
IN INDIA) he got in his car (MADE IN GERMANY) filled it with GAS
from Saudi Arabia and continued his search for a good paying
AMERICAN JOB. At the end of yet another discouraging and fruitless
day checking his computer (MADE IN MALAYSIA), Joe decided to relax
for a while. He put on his sandals (MADE IN BRAZIL) poured himself
a glass of wine (MADE IN FRANCE) and turned on his TV (MADE IN
INDONESIA), and then wondered why he can't find a good paying job
in AMERICA.

 


* * * * *

 


The following is from a report entitled “The Index of
Leading Cultural Indicators” by William J. Bennett published in
1993 and lists what has happened in American since 1963.

Violent crime has increased over 500 percent.

Illegitimate births has increased 400 percent.

Divorces have increased 400 percent.

Children living in single-parent homes have increased
300 percent.

Child abuse has increased 340 percent [just] since
1976.

Teenage suicide has increased 200 percent.

S.A.T. scores have dropped almost 80 points, despite
huge increases in support for education.

 


* * * * *

 


The following list of items described as being “Only
in America” is by an unknown author.

... can a pizza get to your house faster than an
ambulance.

... are there handicap-parking places in front of a
skating rink.

... do drugstores make the sick walk all the way to
the back of the store to get their prescriptions while healthy
people can buy cigarettes at the front.

... do people order double cheeseburgers, large
fries, and a diet coke.

... do banks leave both doors open and then chain the
pens to the counters.

... do we leave cars worth thousands of dollars in
the driveway and put our useless junk in the garage.

... do we buy hot dogs in packages of ten and buns in
packages of eight.

... do they have drive-up ATM machines with Braille
lettering.

 


* * * * *

 


The following is a letter to the editor by Debbie
Walker published in the “Tempe Tribune” on 1999-01-25.

Should we teach morality in schools? Let’s review the
moral lessons our children have already learned.

If you’re a rich drunk you can run down a child and
get away with it. If you’re a rich actor/sports figure you can
murder your ex-wife and her friend and get away with it.

If you’re a money-making boxer, you can rape
somebody, go to prison, get out and fight again, then cheat and
bite someone, and still fight again. If you’re a rich baseball team
owner, you can get an entire city to pay for your playground (with
a retractable roof) and keep all the profits when wealthy people
come to your games.

If you’re spoiled basketball players (and don’t
forget the baseball players), you can argue the season away for
more money at the expense of season ticket holders, arena
employees, sports bar employees and everybody else who makes their
living on the sports seasons. Oh yeah, and you don’t have to be
role models either.

If you’re rich in Colorado, you can refuse to
cooperate and just leave town when your daughter is found dead in
your home.

If your parents are rich, you can kill your newborn
baby and then get away with it. Or your parents can send you to
Europe if you commit rape. Or you can kill your parents.

If you’re a rich governor you can rip off working
class people and get away with it. If you’re the president of the
United States you can commit adultery, lie about it, and . . .
.

So far I think they’ve learned that when money talks,
morality walks.

 


* * * * *

 


The following is by Ken Taylor and published in
Reader’s Digest.

It had been several months since I’d talked with
Pete, a Cuban who had come to the States to live. “Do you know what
has happened to me since I last saw you?” he asked. “I’ve become an
American citizen!”

I extended my congratulations, and he continued
proudly, “You know, I used to think of myself as a Cuban who spoke
poor English. Now I’m an American who speaks good Spanish.”

(The Sinik congratulates Pete for his efforts and
suggests that for the government to pamper illegal aliens,
regardless of what country they’re from, it’s an insult to all of
those who have made the effort to become citizens.)

 


 



 


American History


 


“Step by step . . . showing clearly and in the most
fundamentally human terms, how the land [of America] was won -
through encroachment, warfare, trickery, grant, treachery,
alliance, deceit, theft, and treaty.” – Allan W. Eckert,
Wilderness Empire (New York: Bantam Books,
1969), p. ix.

 


“The myth of ‘frontier America’ was formulated by the
historian Frederick Jackson Turner in the late 1800s. His
hypothesis, which became a crucial narrative of American history,
held that America was a virgin continent in which civilization (the
Europeans) encountered savagery (the Indians). . . . the mythic
quality of Turner’s frontier theory . . . [replaced] real history.”
– Judith Nies, Native American History
(New York: Ballantine Books, 1996), p. 109-110.

 


“First and foremost, the English colonists sought
land. They had come to stay. . . . his passion for land was the
disturbing quality which the Indians marked in the English. Not
only the Indians, for Roger Williams, the famous fighter for
religious tolerance, once observed: ‘I fear that . . . God Land
will be as great a God with us English as God Gold was with the
Spaniard’.” – Robert Leckie, The Wars of
America (Edison, NJ: Castle Books, 1992), p. 7-8.

 


“[Frederick Jackson] Turner, like most
English-speaking historians, adopted the point of view of the
sixteenth and seventeenth century English invaders. . . . Their
object was to ‘reduce’ the Indians ‘to civility’ which in planer
terms meant conquering them. Turner adopted this point of view so
completely that he waved aside the entire human population of North
American by word magic. In his writings the land became simply
wilderness, more specifically ‘free land,’ which . . . translated
into ‘land free to be taken’.” – Francis Jennings, The Founders of America: From the Earliest Migrations to the
Present (New York: W. W. Norton, 1993).

 


“Those Pilgrims who fled England to escape the
persecution of the Anglican Church set up a harsher and more
intolerant persecution of their own once they had planted the New
Jerusalem on the uncontaminated shores of Cape Cod.” – Robert
Leckie, The Wars of America (Edison, NJ:
Castle Books, 1992), p. 15.

 


“The people of the European race in coming into the
New World have not really sought to make friends of the native
population, or to make adequate use of the plants, or the animals
indigenous to this continent, but rather to exterminate everything
they found here and to supplant it with plants and animals to which
they were accustomed.” – Melvin Gilmore, ethnobiologist, quoted by
Richard Drinnon, Facing West: The Metaphysics of
Indian-Hating and Empire Building (Minneapolis: University
of Minnesota Press, 1980), p. xiii.

 


“1633-1635 Smallpox and other epidemics spread
throughout the colonies of New France, New England, and New
Netherlands. Over 10,000 Huron died. Some French Jesuit
missionaries told the Huron that if they were baptized as Catholics
they would be spared: [or else], they would come down with disease.
Indian oral histories hold that the missionaries also gave the
unbaptized Huron blankets that came from smallpox victims, to
ensure that their predictions came true.” – Judith Nies,
Native American History (New York:
Ballantine Books, 1996), p. 135.

 


“1754-1763 The French and Indian War in America . . .
Indians fought on both sides of this struggle, but primarily with
the French, largely because they perceived the war as a contest
between French fur-trading interests and British colonial settlers’
land-owning interests. The English were more aggressive than the
French about taking Indian lands; they exhibited every intention of
taking over the whole country rather than being content with the
French system of widely separated military and trading posts; and
British officials, unlike most (but not all) of the French,
displayed a contempt and dislike of Indians.” – Judith Nies,
Native American History (New York:
Ballantine Books, 1996), p. 182-3.

 


“We are in as bad circumstances as ever any poor
Christians were ever in; for the cries of widowers, widows,
fatherless and motherless children, are enough to pierce the most
hardest of hearts.” – Adam Hoops, 1755, quoted by Allan W. Eckert,
Wilderness Empire (New York: Bantam Books,
1969), p. 401.

(Yet those “Christians” never considered what they
did to the existing inhabitants of the land.)

 


“1763 Sir Jeffrey Amherst . . . initiated a genocidal
new policy: ‘Could it not be contrived,’ he wrote to one of his
officers, ‘to send the smallpox among these disaffected tribes of
Indians? We must on this occasion use every stratagem in our power
to reduce them.’ Blankets were taken from recent smallpox victims
and given to healthy Indians, thus spreading the fatal epidemic.” –
Judith Nies, Native American History (New
York: Ballantine Books, 1996), p. 190-2.

“All the things the French had warned [the Indians]
about in respect to the English had come true: their people had
been cheated in every way imaginable and their lands had been
nibbled away until there was not hardly anything left. Treaties
with the English lasted only as long as they served the purposes of
the English.” – Allan W. Eckert, Wilderness
Empire (New York: Bantam Books, 1969), p. 699.

 


“Indians may have felt that they . . . were fighting
for freedom and security. By the end of 1773, at least sixty
thousand white men had settled in the area between Pittsburgh and
the mouth of the Ohio [River], where they had no business going
under British rule.” – D’Arcy McNickle, They Came
Here First (New York, J. B. Lippincott Co., 1949), p.
77-8.

 


“I appeal to any white man to say, if ever he entered
Logan’s cabin hungry, and he gave him not meat: if ever he came
cold and naked, and he clothed him not. During the course of the
last long and bloody war Logan remained idle in his cabin, an
advocate for peace. . . . I had even thought to have lived with
you, but for the injuries of one man. Colonel Cresap, the last
spring, in cold blood, and unprovoked, murdered all the relations
of Logan not even sparing my women and children. There runs not a
drop of my blood in the veins of any living creature. This called
on me for revenge. I have sought it: I have killed many. I have
fully glutted my vengeance: for my country I rejoice at the beams
of peace.” – Logan’s speech to
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