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  You can check out any time you like,
But you can never leave!


  “Hotel California,”


  Don Henley/Glenn Frey/Don Felder
(The Eagles, songwriters)
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  INTRODUCTION


  “If only these walls could talk . . .”


  Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of American hotels are said to have resident spirits. In some cases, management has embraced and even advertises the spooky tales. Some offer in-house ghost tours. Others have been more circumspect and ignore the claims, afraid they could scare off would-be visitors. A few places outright deny the rumors.


  From a business standpoint, there are arguments to be made on all sides. Hotels can debate the wisdom of acknowledging the reports all they want, but meanwhile guests at their accommodations continue to run into ghosts.


  All of the ghost stories in this book are based on eyewitness accounts and existing lore. Some are straightforward retellings of long-standing legends, while other chapters contain original, fictional short stories based on the old wives’ tales. Hopefully I’ve wound up with a mix that makes this collection spooky but fun to read. And if I really succeeded, you’ll have no choice but to believe the hauntings are real.


  It would be impossible to include all of the hotels that are purported to be haunted in one book, so I’ve carefully picked legends to show the wide variety of accommodations, apparitions, and paranormal activity out there. For those of you might want to visit a few of them, I’ve split the hotels into four groups by area, roughly organized according to the time zones in which they’re located.


  A note about courtesy before you go: Remember that hotels are generally not comfortable having strangers casually meander throughout their premises. The merely curious certainly are not allowed to wander in their residential hallways. If you stick to the open public areas, a quick peek inside a hotel may pass unchallenged or unnoticed. If you want to spend any significant time in the building, however, take a room for the night or patronize one of their restaurants, bars, or gift shops.


  So pack those bags. It’s time to hop in the car and set out on a road trip to some of the most haunted hotels in the United States—where the ghosts check in, but they don’t check out.
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CHAPTER 1: CONNECTICUT CAPERS


  Hotels don’t have to be huge to be haunted. Many a small inn and B&B have ghosts from their pasts, often their original owners or occupants. Connecticut’s accommodations are no exception to the rule.


  Captain Grant’s
Preston, Connecticut


  Litchfield Inn
Litchfield, Connecticut


  Captain Grant built the historic bed- and- breakfast that now bears his name as his private residence in 1754. It has served as a hostelry since at least the time of the American Revolution. Captain Grant’s welcomed members of the Continental Army, and fifty years later it was allegedly a safe house for runaway slaves on the Underground Railroad.


  The phantom that’s seen most often in the inn is none other than Captain Grant himself! The apparitions of a mother and her two children also show up regularly, usually in the Adelaide Room. Although the identities of the latter spooks are uncertain, one of the youngsters—a ghostly girl—is said to be named Deborah Adams.


  Even guests that don’t see any spectres sometimes hear soft, disembodied voices and footsteps. Or they may discover that small objects in their rooms have moved from one place to another. Now and then, picture frames on the walls tilt, seemingly on their own.


  Carol and Ted Matsumoto purchased the building in 1994 and opened it as a B&B the following year. They live at peace with their Other World occupants, and Carol has written a book about her experiences, The Ghosts of Captain Grant’s Inn. Litchfield Inn is located in northwestern Connecticut in the Litchfield Historic Landmark District. Georgian, Greek Revival, and Late Victorian styles are all represented in the village’s many well-preserved, period buildings. The two-story Litchfield Inn is found about two miles outside of “downtown.”


  Visitors to the hotel have reported two different female ghosts. According to one story, a male guest opened the door to his room to find the full-bodied materialization of a woman sitting on the bed. The man immediately shut the door and ran back to the front desk. The receptionist ensured him that the room wasn’t occupied, and, sure enough, when the traveler returned, no one was there. The other revenant is the spirit of an elderly Native American who’s often present in the kitchen and the dining room.


  

  Captain Grant’s


  109 Route 2A


  Poquetanuck Village


  Preston, CT 06365


  (860) 303-8748 or (800) 982-1772


  https://www.captaingrants.com


  Litchfield Inn


  432 Bantam Road


  Litchfield, CT 06759


  (860) 567-4503


  https://litchfieldinn.com


  

  




CHAPTER 2: APPARITIONS IN THE ADIRONDACKS


  The Sagamore
Bolton Landing, New York


  At least a half dozen ghostly guests have taken up residence in the exclusive Sagamore Hotel in Bolton Landing, New York. Two ladies and a gentleman each travel alone; an arguing couple turn up in the dining room. Then there’s the impish boy whose antics disrupt players on the golf course.


  Pam and Johnny needed the getaway more than either of them cared to admit. It had been a rough winter, with almost twice as much snow as usual, and by January, Johnny could be depended upon to defiantly yell out, “What global warming?” whenever a new blizzard hit. When the spring thaw finally came, both of them were anxious to get out of the house.


  They didn’t have to travel far. Living a few miles outside Albany, they already knew where they wanted to go: straight up I-87 into the Adirondacks. The vistas would be incredible at that time of year, what with flowers starting to bloom on the vast meadows and the first melts filling the creeks and waterfalls to capacity, all topped by the stunning white peaks of the mountains. And then there would be the lake.


  At nearly thirty-two miles across, Lake George was, in their opinion, one of the most perfect places on Earth. The narrow lake’s clear waters, up to three miles deep in places, were perfect for boating, fishing, swimming, or just plain idling along the shore. The region’s dense forests and hillsides offered trails for beginner to advanced hikers. And the small lakeside towns exuded all the charm and friendliness that any visitor could hope for.


  It’s little wonder Thomas Jefferson wrote to his daughter in 1791 that Lake George was “without comparison the most beautiful water” he had ever seen. He described the lake as being “interspersed with islands, its water limpid as crystal, and the mountain sides covered with rich groves.”


  The first Europeans to see it were Samuel de Champlain and his men. The French explorer mentioned the lake in his personal log on July 3, 1609, but he didn’t name it. Thirty-seven years later, a missionary, Isaac Jogues, christened it Lac du Saint-Sacrement. After the British victory in the Seven Year’s War, the lake was renamed to honor King George II.


  Pam preferred what the native Abenaki and Algonquin tribes living in the region had called it: Horican, meaning “tail of the lake,” perhaps in a reference to its position with respect to nearby Lake Champlain. Horican was also the name used by James Fenimore Cooper, one of her favorite authors, in his 1826 novel The Last of the Mohicans. Pam remembered being swept up into the book’s tale of romance as a child, and driving through the very region where the story was set brought it all back to mind.


  Johnny was a fan of Cooper, too, but he mostly recalled the book’s battle scenes, kidnappings, and massacres. He had been amazed when he found out that part of its plot may have been based on a very real event: the 1777 Native American killing of a young woman named Jane McCrea. The attack had happened nearby. She had been traveling to meet her fiancé, who was stationed at Fort Ticonderoga near the north end of Lake George.


  Pam and Johnny wouldn’t be heading all the way to Ticonderoga that night. They had taken a room at the outrageously luxurious Sagamore, which was located on a small island off Bolton Landing. They’d even splurged and taken a veranda suite with a lake view. It cost about twice what they normally spent for rooms when they went on holiday, but the Sagamore was special. It also had a Mohicans tie-in! Sagamore is an Americanized version of the Algonquian word sakimawa, meaning “chief.” And Cooper used the word throughout his writings.


  Johnny exited the interstate onto NY 9N. After stopping for a light snack in the village of Lake George at the southernmost tip of the lake, he and Pam leisurely began the remaining ten-mile drive to their destination.


  By the early 1900s, Lake George had become one of the premier tourist destinations in the Northeast. It was particularly attractive to the super-rich, who built large mansions on a section of Lake Shore Drive (then called Bolton Road) bordering the waters’ western coast. The several-mile stretch soon became known as Millionaires Row. The stone houses, which the owners self-effacingly called “cottages,” were huge, with up to a dozen bedrooms each and acres of property attached.


  The Sagamore hotel was the brainchild of Myron O. Brown, the manager of Mohican House, an early lakeside lodge. He convinced four millionaires—William B. Bement, George Burnham, Robert Glendenning, and E. Burgess Warren—who summered in the Adirondacks—that they should invest in a newer, more lavish hotel. They formed the Green Island Improvement Company and bought a small islet, the seventy-two-acre Green Island, just offshore from Bolton Landing. (Another backer, John Boulton Simpson of New York, joined them soon after.)


  The Wilson Brothers, architects from Philadelphia, designed the Sagamore in a Queen Anne style. They built the hotel on the south end of the island, and it opened on July 3, 1883, to rave reviews. From its inception the hotel was intended for wealthy, discriminating patrons only. Riffraff need not apply. The inn was soon filled to capacity—up to four hundred guests—especially during the busy summer season when the well-heeled sought to escape the heat and grit of the cities.


  Fire struck the building in 1893 and again in 1914, but each time the damage was repaired and the hotel opened anew. By 1930, the exclusive resort was showing its age, but it was rejuvenated thanks to an influx of capital from two of the hotel’s corporate shareholders, Dr. William G. Beckers of New York and William H. Bixby of St. Louis.


  Starting in the Depression years, many of those owning houses on Millionaires Row sold off their property. By midcentury, most of the homes had been torn down or transformed into hotels, though three of the estates still exist. By the end of World War II, the clientele who visited Lake George had also changed as middle-class families became more mobile and could afford to travel there.


  Through it all, the Sagamore eked by, but eventually it was forced to close its doors in 1981. Two years later, Norman Wolpin, a real estate developer, teamed with Kennington Ltd. of Los Angeles to form Green Island Associates. The new consortium completely restored the fading lady. Since then, additional guest accommodation buildings have been added to the property: several condominiums, the seven Lodges, and even the Tudor-style Wapanak Castle that houses twelve. Taken together, the new units add another 250 rooms to the one hundred available in the main historic building. Today, the hotel is managed by Ocean Properties of Delray Beach, Florida.


  Johnny and Pam drove across the short bridge connecting the village of Bolton Landing to Green Island. Though the two weren’t frequent guests at the hotel, the familiar building with its glimmering white facade, red tiled roof, and gables was always a welcome sight.


  After checking in, the pair headed toward the elevator. They entered the lift, signaled for their floor, then turned to the front as the doors closed. Slowly they became aware that they weren’t alone. They looked over their shoulders and were startled to see a man standing behind them. Odd that they had hadn’t noticed him when they entered. They must have been so excited about getting to their suite that they had been completely oblivious to the fact that someone was already in the car.


  The fellow was portly but fashionably dressed in an expensive brown suit with a gold watch fob attached to his vest. His most distinguishable feature was his huge handlebar moustache—a style that was popular at the turn of the nineteenth century.


  “Oh, I’m sorry. I didn’t see you there,” Pam gasped.


  The stranger met her gaze as a wry smile crossed his lips. No sooner had he nodded a silent acknowledgment than the elevator slowed to a halt. It was Johnny and Pam’s floor. The young couple stepped out of the car, and the doors gently slid shut.


  The rest of the afternoon passed peaceably enough, but for some reason they just couldn’t get the man they had seen in the elevator out of their minds. That night, as they headed for dinner at La Bella Vita, one of the hotel’s six restaurants, they decided to inquire about him at the front desk. His wardrobe and grooming were so unusual that they figured the staff would know him. Perhaps he was one of the employees, hired to wear period costumes and mingle among the guests to enhance the hotel atmosphere. It was then that Pam and Johnny got the shock of their lives. The man they had seen was a ghost. And he had a name: Walter.


  The startled couple was told that the first person to see the apparition was a female staff member who entered an empty elevator only to bump into an invisible presence lurking inside. As the young woman stared, a male figure slowly became visible. The phantom looked exactly the way Johnny and Pam had described. He also reeked of cigars, which the pair had noticed, too. In time, employees had decided that the phantom was probably trying to find his way down to the Trillium bis, a restaurant that used to be a gentlemen’s smoking lounge. They also named him Walter, even though all attempts to truly identify the spectral visitor had been in vain.


  Intrigued by the ghostly legend, Johnny and Pam decided to ask around. By the time they left on Sunday, they discovered that the Sagamore is home to at least five other spirits. Two of them were married, and their apparel suggested they came from the first decade the hotel was in operation. The spectres would come down from the second floor and make their way into the Trillium bis. Some accounts say that they would sit patiently for a few moments in the restaurant’s reception area before completely disappearing. Most versions of the story have them entering the dining room and breaking into a fight. The husband would violently throw his wife to the floor. Then, as she reached up to grab at him, they both faded into nothingness.


  There haven’t been many reports of the arguing couple—and fewer of Walter, as well—since the wing in which the Trillium bis was located was converted into guest rooms. But that doesn’t mean the spirits aren’t around somewhere.


  Pam and Johnny should be very happy they didn’t run into one of the other phantoms at the hotel, because it shows up in people’s suites in the middle of the night. The spectre is a woman, but nobody knows who she is—or was. Dressed all in white, she materializes by people’s beds and leans over them. When the startled guests awaken, she blows her icy breath onto their faces. Other tenants never see the phantom, but they are aware she’s in the room. Many are so uncomfortable that they’re being watched by invisible eyes that they toss and turn throughout the night and are unable to get to sleep.


  Another story concerns a sous chef who, several years ago, suddenly quit after making an almost unbelievable claim. He said he was at his station in Mister Brown’s Pub when a tall blonde woman, dressed in elegant white evening attire, came into the kitchen. She marched up to the chef, spoke with him briefly—what was said has not been recorded—then stepped forward and walked right through him. Shocked, the chef looked behind him just in time to see the mysterious creature vanish from sight. He turned in his apron on the spot.


  Finally, there is the boy. The Sagamore has an eighteen-hole, par 70 championship golf course that was designed by Donald Ross in 1928. The spectre of a mischievous young lad dressed in 1950s clothing has been seen sneaking around the course, which is located across the causeway on the mainland. According to legend, when the boy was alive he used to earn spare change by finding lost balls and turning them in at the pro shop. Unfortunately, one day he didn’t check before he ran out into the street, and he was struck and killed by a car. Death doesn’t seem to have slowed the boy down, however. These days, he doesn’t wait for the balls to go astray. He’ll pick them up as soon as they hit the fairway and hide behind a tree. Then when the players approach, he’ll laugh and throw the balls at their feet.


  Sightings of all six of the Sagamore’s ghosts have occurred often enough that their tales have become part of the hotel’s legacy. Although the resort doesn’t necessarily encourage the reputation, some sources place the Sagamore on the list of Top Ten Haunted Hotels in America. What better reason to visit Lake George and the Sagamore for oneself?


  

  The Sagamore


  110 Sagamore Road


  Bolton Landing, NY 12814


  (518) 644-9400 or (800) 358-3585


  www.thesagamore.com


  






CHAPTER 3: THE BOHEMIAN SPIRIT


  Hotel Chelsea
New York, New York


  The legendary Chelsea Hotel calls itself “a rest stop for rare individuals.” And what’s more “rare” than a ghost? At least three famous phantoms are known to walk the hotel’s halls.


  Meagan couldn’t believe it. She was finally in New York City! She had dreamt about this moment for years.


  She hoped to see her name in lights on the Great White Way one day, but she was still Midwestern sensible. Before moving lock, stock, and barrel to the Big Apple, she thought it would be best to first take a wee bite. She wanted to make sure she liked the place. But if the energy and excitement that overwhelmed her as she stepped out of Port Authority were any indication, the city had already won her over.


  She decided that for her first weeklong foray she would overnight at one of the city’s old, historic hotels rather than in some bland, faceless Hilton or Sheraton. Something with a little more character, a trifle off-kilter, yet clean and safe for all of that. As soon as Meagan saw the hotel’s name pop up on Travelocity, she knew where she had to stay: the Chelsea.


  Even back in Nebraska, Meagan had heard about the fabled hotel. It was impossible for any real performer not to know about it. Dozens upon dozens of artists, designers, writers, directors, and musicians, some of them the top in their fields, have stayed there over the decades.


  As she walked into the lobby, Meagan was immediately struck by the offbeat ambience of the place. The cacophony of furnishings and mismatched furniture screamed bohemia; the walls were filled with artwork, from oil paintings and sketches to sculpture. (She would discover that the art continued up the walls, lining the winding staircase as well.) After a minimum of fuss, she made her way up to her room—she had chosen a cozy one-bedroom for her short exploratory visit of the city—and began to unpack.


  As the mid-eighteenth century approached, the “city” of New York was confined to the southern tip of Manhattan. In 1750, Capt. Thomas Clark, an officer in the French and Indian Wars, settled along the Hudson River about two and a half miles farther north. His homestead, which he named Chelsea, was located near what is today Twenty-third Street between Ninth and Tenth Avenues.


  The city continued to expand. Meanwhile, the Clarks’ daughter, Charity, married Benjamin Moore, the Episcopal bishop. Their son, Clement, became famous as the author of the poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” or, as most people know it, “The Night Before Christmas.” Clement took advantage of the burgeoning demand for real estate, and by around 1850 he had subdivided and sold off the family’s property to form the district known as Chelsea to this day.


  In 1884, the Hotel Chelsea opened on West Twenty-third Street between Seventh and Eighth Avenues in the thriving theater district. It was the first co-op apartment building in New York City, designed for long-term residents, although some rooms were available for short-term lease. At the time of its construction, the twelve-story building was the tallest in Manhattan, and it remained so until 1902.


  Several features made the place highly attractive. The building had a striking Queen Anne–style redbrick facade. Hallways on the guest floors were tiled in marble. No two apartments were alike; some were particularly spacious, with up to seven bedrooms. Many had balconies with wrought-iron railings. All had tall doors and windows, and some had ceilings that reached ten to twelve feet high.


  Meagan tested her bed. It was comfortable, with a bright, new comforter on top. Many of the room fixtures, such as the bathroom taps, were certainly mid-twentieth century, but there was a modern flat-screen TV on the bureau and Wi-Fi.


  And the walls seemed particularly thick. No wonder musicians—and perhaps more pointedly, their neighbors—loved the rooms. No sound would bleed between them. If it weren’t for the noise of the city coming through the windows, the place would be quiet as a morgue. (As the thought came to mind, Meagan shuddered. Could she be any more ghoulish?)


  The original hotel cooperative was short-lived. The company went bankrupt in 1903, and the building was put up for sale. Two years later it reopened as a hotel. The Chelsea continued to welcome long-term tenants, however—a tradition that remained until very recently. (Today the maximum stay at any one time is three weeks.)


  Soon there was an
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  APPENDIX A


  BOOKINGS


  Even a cursory visit to a bookstore or library will offer the reader dozens of books that can provide information on the hundreds of haunted hotels found worldwide. These range from general listings, such as Haunted Places: The National Directory, to more specialized volumes that deal with a single city, state, or local region. What follows is a representative sampling of the ones I’ve consulted while writing Haunted Hotels.


  I’ve also visited websites too numerous to mention, primarily for historical background about a hotel, its builder, or the city where the venue is located. I have listed, however, several metasites that contain directories of haunted locations and provide links to other Internet sites dealing with ghosts, the occult, and the unexplained.


  BOOKS


  Austin-Peters, Tracie. Welcome to Haunted Las Vegas, Nevada. Atglen, PA: Schiffer Publishing, 2009. The book’s 160 pages explore the paranormal playgrounds located on the Strip and elsewhere in the desert city.


  Christensen, Jo-Anne. Haunted Hotels. Edmonton, AB: Ghost House Books, 2002. Thirty-six hotels and inns are profiled by region, including America’s Northwest and South, California, Canada, and Great Britain.


  Cobb, Todd. Ghosts of Portland, Oregon. Atglen, PA: Schiffer Publishing, 2007. Cobb traces the footsteps of many of Portland’s most famous spectres, including the screaming girl beneath St. John’s Bridge, self-moving furniture in the White Eagle Bar, and the restless spirits in the Shanghai Tunnels.


  Coulombe, Charles A. Haunted Places in America. Guilford, CT: Globe Pequot Press, 2004. Its fifty chapters include ghost legends from a variety of venues, from theaters and college campuses to churches, restaurants, and private homes. There are also haunted hotels, including five that appear in this volume: the Golden North Hotel, the Stanley Hotel, the Menger Hotel, the 1886 Crescent Hotel and Spa, and Florida’s Biltmore Hotel.


  Dresbeck, Rachel. Insider’s Guide to Portland, Oregon. 5th ed. Guilford, CT: GlobePequot Press, 2007. Includes information on Portland’s Heathman Hotel.


  Dwyer, Jeff. Ghost Hunter’s Guide to Los Angeles. Gretna, LA: Pelican Publishing Company, 2007. Dwyer provides short sketches of about a hundred haunted venues in Southern California, from Santa Barbara down to San Diego. They include such sites as the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, the Knickerbocker Hotel, the Oban Hotel, the Georgian Hotel, the Alexandria Hotel, the Queen Mary, the Hotel del Coronado, Marilyn Monroe’s crypt in Pierce Brothers Westwood Village Memorial Park, and Hollywood Forever Cemetery.


  Guiley, Rosemary Ellen. The Encyclopedia of Ghosts and Spirits. New York: Facts on File, 1992. This one-volume encyclopedia is a classic. It collects stories about phantoms, primarily ones from America and the United Kingdom, along with essays on important figures in ghost folklore, paranormal research, and Spiritualism.


  Hauck, Dennis William. Haunted Places: The National Directory. New York: Penguin, 1996.


  ———. The International Directory of Haunted Places. New York: Penguin, 2000.Hauck’s national directory and its smaller international companion volume together, list almost three thousand haunted locations, plus sites where UFOs and mysterious creatures have been sighted around the world. The books are considered essential to any ghost hunter’s library.


  Hotel del Coronado Heritage Department. Beautiful Stranger: The Ghost of Kate Morgan and the Hotel del Coronado. Coronado, CA: Hotel del Coronado Heritage Department, 2002. The book delves into Kate Morgan’s life and incidents that may have led up to her death.


  Jacobson, Laurie, and Marc Wanamaker. Hollywood Haunted. Santa Monica, CA:Angel City Press, 1994. A time-honored work on Haunted Tinseltown. Chapters include investigations of the Alexandria, Hollywood Roosevelt, and Oban Hotels.


  Jonas, Shirley. Ghosts of the Klondike. Skagway, AK: Lynn Canal Publishing, 1996. A collection of ghost stories about the colorful characters who populated the Alaskan Panhandle during the days of the Yukon gold rush, including “Mary” at Skagway’s Golden North Hotel.


  Kermeen, Frances. Ghostly Encounters: True Stories of America’s Haunted Inns and Hotels. New York: Warner Books, 2002. Kermeen profiles forty haunted hotels and bed-and-breakfasts, including (in great detail) the Myrtles Plantation, which she owned, lived in, and operated as an inn for almost a decade.


  ———. The Myrtles Plantation: The True Story of America’s Most Haunted House. New York: Grand Central Publishing, 2005. This 336-page paperback by a former owner of the Myrtles Plantation details the many ghost legends surrounding the antebellum mansion.


  Matsumoto, Carol. The Ghosts of Captain Grant’s Inn: True Stories from a Haunted Connecticut Inn. Woodbury, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 2017. Paperback. 264 pages. See chapter 1 to learn more about this book.


  Oberling, Janice. Haunting of Las Vegas. Gretna, LA: Pelican Publishing, 2008. A 224-page paperback surveying the haunted hotels, parks, and landmarks of Sin City. This new book supplants her earlier Las Vegas Haunted (2004, self-published under the Thunder Mountain Productions Press banner). Oberling is also the author of Haunted Nevada (Boca Raton, FL: Universal Publishers, 2001) and maintains the website www.hauntednevada.com.


  Parvis, Sarah. Haunted Hotels (Scary Places). New York: Bearport Publishing, 2008. This thirty-two-page illustrated hardbound edition introduces young readers to eleven hauntings.


  Revai, Cheri, and Heather Adel Wiggins. Haunted New York. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole Books, 2005. A series of short sketches detail sixty-one haunted sites in New York State.


  Schoenberg, Dr. Philip Ernest. Ghosts of Manhattan. Charleston, SC: Haunted America, 2009. Schoenberg’s book is based on his own walking ghost tours of New York City. He discusses legendary haunts in the Big Apple, including the Hotel Chelsea.


  Smith, Barbara. Ghost Stories of the Sea. Edmonton, AB, Canada: Ghost House Books, 2003. This collection of spooky tales includes the story of the Queen Mary.


  Williams, Docia Schultz. History and Mystery of the Menger Hotel. Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press, 2000. Williams, a city guide and resident of San Antonio, traces the 150-year history of the Menger, profiles its famous guests, and follows its many phantoms. She is also the author of When Darkness Falls: Tales of San Antonio Ghosts and Hauntings (1998) and coauthor with Reneta Byrne of Spirits of San Antonio and South Texas (1997), both published by Republic of Texas Press.


  Wlodarski, Robert, Anne Nathan-Wlodarski, and Richard Senate. A Guide to the Haunted Queen Mary. West Hills, CA: G-Host Publishing, 1995. This small paperback goes into greater detail than many other tellings of the hauntings at the ship-turned-hotel located in Long Beach, California.


  VIDEOS AND DVDS


  America’s Most Haunted Inns. Ardustry Home Entertainment, producer, and Luminence Films, distributor, 2004. This documentary by Robert Child looks at several ghost-ridden spots in Bucks County, Pennsylvania. Owners and managers of the various hotels and bed-and-breakfasts are interviewed on camera, and psychic Cathe Curtis is seen doing ghost investigations.


  Ghosts Among Us. Crystal Home Video, 2007. DVD. In this 180-minute, two-disk DVD set, host Patrick McNee relates ghostly goings-on across America. In the Hollywood section, he takes a close look at the murder of Elizabeth Short, the so-called Black Dahlia, and the hotel she is said to haunt.


  Haunted History: Haunted Hollywood. A&E Television Networks, 2000. VHS. This show originally aired as a one-hour program on the History Channel on August 25, 2000. The tape describes ghosts sighted at the Roosevelt Hotel, the Knickerbocker Hotel, Hollywood Forever Cemetery, and Raleigh Studios in Hollywood as well as the Georgian Hotel in seaside Santa Monica. Expert commentary is provided by author Laurie Jacobson (Hollywood Haunted) and paranormal researchers Dr. Barry Taff and Dr. Larry Montz, among others.


  Hollywood Ghosts and Gravesites. Delta Entertainment Corporation, 2003. DVD. This sixty-one-minute program surveys hauntings by Marilyn Monroe, Rudolph Valentino, Harry Houdini, and Bugsy Siegel, among others. Also covered are the ghost phenomena on the former transatlantic liner, the Queen Mary.


  The Search for Haunted Hollywood. Tulsa, OK: Video Communications, 1992; originally released by Gold Key Entertainment, 1989. VHS. Ninety-two minutes. First aired as a TV special. John Davidson, host; starring Patrick Macnee. On-screen personalities Norm Crosby, Susan Ollson, and Jack Carter provide first-person ghost encounters. Mentalist Max Maven conducts an on-screen séance. Haunted legends that are investigated include those involving the famous Hollywood sign and spectral appearances by Marilyn Monroe and Montgomery Clift in the Roosevelt Hotel. Ghost investigators Hans Holzer, Nonie Fagatt, Daniel Hobbit, Richard Senate, and Barry Taff are also interviewed.


  WEBSITES


  www.bnbfinder.com/haunted.php


  This site is designed to help vacationers plan, locate, and reserve appropriate bed-and-breakfasts for their travels. The particular page noted above lists more than two hundred inns that are purportedly haunted. Almost all of them are located in the United States. There is not a large international selection, just one or two in Canada, and another in India.


  www.haunted-places.com


  Besides offering state-by-state and international listings, Haunted-Places.com provides information on books, TV, and radio programming devoted to the paranormal and the supernatural. It also offers a subscription to a newsletter, the Haunted Places Report.


  www.theshadowlands.net


  Founded by Dave Juliano in 1994


  Dave Juliano and Tina Carlson, codirectors


  The Shadowlands lists more than thirteen thousand haunted places located all over the world. There are brief descriptions—usually two to five sentences—of each venue, categorized by the country, state, and city in which the sightings occur. The website also offers links to information on UFOs and mysterious creatures such as Bigfoot and the Loch Ness monster.


  www.hauntedrooms.com


  Haunted Rooms America lists hundreds of haunted hotels throughout the United States, searchable by state or the hotel’s name. The site can assist you in booking a stay at any of the accommodations, and also offers special tours, guided ghost hunts, and sleepover events at several locations.


  The Speakeasy Channel on https://www.youtube.com


  YouTube’s Speakeasy Channel has more than two hundred short videos posted (each less than twenty minutes long) detailing hauntings, paranormal phenomena, cryptids, and urban legends from around the world. Some of them are just plain scary stories. The site warns viewers, “It’s not our fault if you don’t sleep tonight.” Because of conflicting URLs (at the time of publication), perhaps the best way to access the spooky videos is to go to YouTube.com and then do a site search for The Speakeasy Channel.





  ABOUT THE AUTHOR


  Tom Ogden is one of America’s leading experts on the paranormal and, as a professional magician for almost fifty years, he has a special insight into ghost phenomena, hauntings, and all things that go bump in the night.


  Ogden’s first book, 200 Years of the American Circus, was released in 1994. The American Library Association and the New York Public Library named it a “Best Reference Work,” and Ogden was subsequently profiled in Writer’s Market. His other early books include Wizards and Sorcerers and two magic instructional books for the Complete Idiot’s Guide series. In 1998, Tom Ogden released The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Ghosts and Haunting. His first book for the Globe Pequot “Haunted” series followed in 2008. This second edition of Haunted Hotels is his thirteenth book of ghost stories for Globe Pequot.


  Nicknamed “The Ghost Guy,” Ogden has been interviewed by numerous radio programs, podcasts, and periodicals, and he’s in demand as a speaker on the Spirit World. His original ghost videos can be found on his “Hauntings Channel” on YouTube, and he is a member of the Paranormal Investigation Committee of the Society of American Magicians.


  Tom Ogden resides in haunted Hollywood, California.
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