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…producing cabbage rose embellishments.
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…taking proper measurements.
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…creating flawless ruffles.
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…the origins of Steampunk.
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…adding lace trim.
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…creating basic accessories.
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…working with chains.
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…making invisible stitches in lace.
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…crafting simple clothing designs.
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…bustling a skirt.
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…adding a lining to a bag.
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…working with leather.




AN INTRODUCTION TO STEAMPUNK

Though the term steampunk did not exist until the 1980s, the mix of Victoriana and fictional technological inventions that are prominent elements of the style first appeared in the writings of Jules Verne, Mary Shelley, and H. G. Wells.

Steampunk evolved into a subgenre of speculative science fiction that usually takes place during the Victorian era or in a world where Victorian aesthetics and ideologies are dominant. Always present are technological advances—often steam driven—that did not necessarily exist during the story’s time period. While these fictional devices may be far more advanced than even our current technologies, they are always in keeping with the aesthetics of the story’s setting. The technology is often used to better the lives of the characters and erase the inequalities of society that were so dominant during that time period.

Today, steampunk extends well beyond a genre of fiction. Its unique aesthetic can be found in clothing, jewelry, art, and everyday household items, often combining a Victorian feel with a modern twist, but always open to interpretation. As a result, steampunk is quite adaptable and flexible—from something Victorian in a traditional sense to something that has more of a post-apocalyptic feeling, as if a modern society has returned to the ways of old.

Often there’s a re-appropriation of items, which can reflect the ingenuity found in the genre and aesthetic. A modern suit jacket can be gathered in the back and embellished with lace. A long skirt can be gathered, bustled, and hitched. Plastic welder’s goggles can be altered and painted so they resemble the goggles of an airship captain. Sometimes, it is as simple as adorning an existing article with steampunk elements. Whether projects are original or created through alteration, there is no right or wrong. This makes it easy for novice and expert alike to participate in this fascinating and expanding culture.
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Feather Fascinator
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Plum Shirt



Steampunk has seen such growth in recent years that it is often present in mainstream society, though people may not realize that an object is indeed steampunk or steampunk-inspired. From fashion, jewelry, and accessories that have taken on a modern Victorian feel, to recent movies such as Sherlock Holmes, Alice in Wonderland, and Hugo, steampunk can be found almost anywhere. With steampunk conventions popping up across this country and in other parts of the world, it is clear steampunk is a movement that is growing by leaps and bounds.

Though it is easy to create a head to toe steampunk outfit for a special event, adding individual pieces to a traditional wardrobe creates a unique flair that will still feel current and can be worn day to day. Also, since many items are repurposed, it is a great and inexpensive way to update out-of-style pieces and invigorate a wardrobe.

In addition to projects that repurpose already made clothing items, this book includes easy to make original items. Common elements of steampunk clothing are ruffles, pleats, lace
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