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				Introduction

				Do you wonder if God really has a plan for your life? Do you ask yourself questions like these?

				
						
						What difference can I make?

					

						
						Does anything I do really matter?

					

				

				Maybe what I’m talking about is all new to you. Maybe you’ve never thought about your life beyond school and friends and video games. If that’s the case, I’m about to rock your world. I want to introduce you to the idea of purpose.

				Purpose is a big deal, but it’s also a lot simpler than you may think. Ultimately, as followers of Jesus Christ, our purpose is to know God and make Him known. And we do that by loving and serving Him and others.

				You are holding this book in your hand right now because you want to make your life count. You want to make a difference, but you’re not exactly sure where to start and how to keep going. Well, guess what? God wants to use you within His great plan for humanity. He has a plan and a purpose for your life! And I’m going to be with you for the next 365 days to help you discover what that is.

				This devotional is broken down into a wide range of topics that are going to teach you what it takes to live a mission-possible life, including the basics of a mission mindset, what it really means to sacrifice, and how weakness can actually be a strength. You’ll also have a chance to hear from some special people in my life, people we’ve served through the Tim Tebow Foundation (TTF) who have graciously offered to share words of comfort, hope, and challenge through their perspective of what it means to live mission possible.

				In addition to multiple themed devotionals, twice a month you’ll read through a prayer I’ve written for you using a combination of different passages in Scripture. To get the most out of the prayer, look up these verses in the translation of your choice and spend time meditating on them.

				What I call mission essentials also appear approximately quarterly. These devotionals target timeless truths to keep you encouraged, anchored, and focused on God as you continue to live mission possible.

				Be sure to keep a prayer journal or notebook handy so you can jot down answers to the questions at the end of each devotional. Or feel free to write in the margins, if you prefer.

				Take your time reading these devos. Don’t rush through them. Give yourself a chance to hear God speak to your heart and offer you some spiritual training.

				Let’s start making each day count, together.
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			January 1

			A Prayer for Newness
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				Dear God,

				Thank You for being the Maker of all things new. As someone who trusts in Jesus, I believe that what You say in the Bible is true. The old has gone and the new is here. I am a new creation. Today is a new day.

				Help me to make good decisions and say goodbye to bad habits and bad attitudes. Remind me that I am Your child, and help me to grow in You.

				When I get overwhelmed, remind me that I am Your masterpiece—that even before I was born, You created me to do good works in Your name. I pray those things come to pass in their right time.

				As I begin to read and grow through these devotions, teach me to value what’s most important. Thank You for leading and guiding me.

				In Jesus’s name I pray. Amen.

				Based on: 2 Corinthians 5:17; Isaiah 43:18–19; Romans 12:2; Ephesians 2:10; 1:18
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			January 2

			The Greatest Trade
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				If anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation;

				the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

				2 Corinthians 5:17

			

			In 1975, in what was probably one of the worst trades in sports history, the Milwaukee Bucks traded Kareem Abdul-Jabbar to the Los Angeles Lakers. Abdul-Jabbar would go on to win five championship titles and a record six MVPs. There have been plenty of other disappointing trades in the athletic world, which makes me grateful for being on the receiving end of the greatest trade in history.

			When God gives us the chance to change our sin for the righteousness of Christ, He offers us the opportunity to go from old to new. From dead to alive. Darkness to light. Bondage to freedom. Separation from God to united with Christ. Lost to found. We don’t have to earn or work for salvation. Jesus paid the price for us.

			When we accept Jesus, we are made right with God, and we experience the joy of a new, purpose-filled life. So live out of that joy. You have been traded to the greatest team of all: the family of God!

			How does being reminded that you are part of the greatest trade of all make you feel?
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			January 3

			You Are a Divine Work of Art
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				We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

				Ephesians 2:10

			

			Many people spend their lives hoping to fit in. Maybe you’ve worn the same brands or listened to the same music as everyone else, more to feel like you belong than because you really like those things. It’s funny how hard we can attempt to be something we’re not.

			Trying to fit in is a solid strategy for living an average life. But God didn’t call you to be average. He didn’t make you the same as everyone else. When the apostle Paul called us God’s workmanship, he used the Greek word poiema, which means “the works of God as creator.”[1] Some translations use “masterpiece” instead of “workmanship.”

			When you begin to see yourself as God sees you, trying to fit in is going to be a lot less important to you. Be free to be who God says you are. You matter too much to Him to be just like everyone else.

			How does knowing you are a masterpiece created for good works make you feel about yourself?
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			January 4

			God Is Looking for You
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				The eyes of the Lord roam throughout the earth, so that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.

				2 Chronicles 16:9

			

			God wants to help you live a mission-possible life. This can be done only through Him.

			The verse above talks about how God is looking for people who are loyal to Him. The words were spoken by a prophet called Hanani to King Asa of Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel. King Asa had once relied on God to deliver him from a fierce enemy. God had come through and proved His faithfulness. For the next thirty-five years, King Asa enjoyed a peaceful reign. However, when Baasha, the king of the northern kingdom of Israel, threatened to invade Judah, King Asa’s dependence on God shattered. Instead of seeking help from God, King Asa looked elsewhere. Hanani scolded the king and reminded him that God looks for people who wholeheartedly seek Him.

			It seems much easier at times to depend on ourselves or others rather than on a God we cannot see. Yet He is looking for the heart that is committed to Him. Will His eyes land on you?

			What is holding you back from being all in with God?
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			January 5

			Aim for Significance

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				What good will it do a person if he gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul?

				Matthew 16:26

			

			I believe that one of the greatest tragedies is to reach the end of one’s life and look back and say, “I was successful in things that did not matter.” I want you to be successful, but more than anything, I want you to be significant. When you live for Jesus and you love people, you’re going to have a life of significance.

			I think of success as being focused on self, reaching certain dreams, or excelling in whatever goals we have assigned ourselves. But significance has an outward reach. When we succeed, we influence our own lives; when we are significant, we influence the lives of others. To achieve lasting significance, you have to find a need and use your gifts to meet it. Begin by serving others with the gifts God has given you. Use whatever you have—a lot or a little—for the good of others. To be truly successful, aim for significance.

			What’s one way significance is greater than success?
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			January 6

			Willingness Is What Is Required
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				If you are willing and obedient,

				You will eat the best of the land.

				Isaiah 1:19

			

			A mission-possible life is not about ability; it’s about being willing. When Moses was eighty years old, he was working as a shepherd for his father-in-law. We’re not sure what his future plans were at that point, but everything changed when God spoke to him through a burning bush. God told Moses to return to Egypt, the place from which he had fled forty years earlier, and lead the nation of Israel out of captivity. But Moses hardly seemed the man for the job. He told God this, listing five reasons why God must have gotten His wires crossed:

			
					
					“I don’t have the ability” (see Exodus 3:11).

				

					
					“I don’t know enough” (see verse 13).

				

					
					“What if the people don’t believe me?” (see 4:1).

				

					
					“But I’m the worst speaker ever!” (see verse 10).

				

					
					“Send someone else” (see verse 13).

				

			

			But God didn’t let his excuses keep the mission from moving forward. He was waiting for Moses to offer his willingness. Eventually, Moses carried out an incredible rescue mission.

			A mission-possible life is not about being ready; it’s about being willing.

			What’s your excuse for not living mission possible?
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			January 7

			Choose to Discover
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				Taste and see that the Lord is good;

				How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!

				Psalm 34:8

			

			I believe that the greatest form of love is to act in the best interests of another person. That’s exactly what Jesus did for you and me and the rest of humankind. He loves us without limits, without reserve, without measure.

			God wants to have a relationship with you. Not just one where you show up at church once a week or say the same prayer each time you wolf down a meal. He wants you to know Him. He wants you to talk to Him. The ancient king David, who experienced his share of highs and lows, wrote a beautiful psalm persuading us to “taste and see that the Lord is good.” Don’t just take his word for it (or mine). Commit to pursuing God for the next year through meditating on these devotions. Discover for yourself what it’s like to know the God of the universe’s unconditional love.

			What is one step you can do, starting today, to get to know God better?
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			January 8

			His Plans > Our Plans
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				A person’s steps are directed by the Lord.

				How then can anyone understand their own way?

				Proverbs 20:24, NIV

			

			Guest devo by Lori Skidmore

			Relationship to TTF: Night to Shine volunteer and parent of special-needs child

			The person who has to plan everything—that was me! You know what they say: Make your plans and hear God laugh. My second child, Turner, was born with special needs. Did I want our sweet baby to be able to do all the things a parent prays for their child? Of course! But with his limitations, I questioned if that was possible.

			Throughout Turner’s life, he has continued to show me that Jesus lives in him, and he continues to show those around him His love. The first time I saw this was when he made his way into a crowded room and found a woman who was hurting due to her husband’s diagnosis of terminal cancer. Turner sought her out and hugged her. He has done this in countless situations.

			So what I worried would be a life full of just “being” has been a life full of Jesus showing His love through a little boy who many would say has little to give to the world. If a child who is nonverbal and has too many limitations to count can reach the hurting, what can God do with your life? Stop trying to plan out every step and how you think you and those around you should be used to glorify God. Instead, take that step back, and listen to His plans. I promise they are so much better than ours.

			Spend time thanking and trusting God today that His plans are better than your own.
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			January 9

			The Grand Purpose

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.”…“Love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.

				Mark 12:30–31

			

			The dictionary defines purpose as “the reason for which something exists or is done, made, used, etc.”[2] But when it comes to defining what our purpose is as human beings on earth, many times the answer doesn’t seem so simple.

			One thing is certain: You were created for a reason. You are not here by accident. I believe the number one reason we are on the earth is to know our Maker, the person of God. How can we do that? By putting into action the words of Jesus—to love God with all our heart and to love our neighbor. This is what I call our macro purpose.

			Finding your purpose starts with knowing God through His Son, Jesus Christ. It’s also about loving your neighbor. Who is your neighbor? Everyone you meet! Before you discover what your individual purpose is, begin to live out your macro purpose.

			How can you love God and your neighbor well this week?
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			January 10

			What Is a Mission-Possible Life?

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				May the God of peace…equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ.

				Hebrews 13:20–21

			

			Living a mission-possible life means carrying out the good works that God has already prepared for you to do. We are each on a mission to make a difference and make our lives count—a mission to help the hurting, a mission to reach the last, the lost, and the least of humanity.

			When you are mission driven, you use your ability, together with God’s power, to help, serve, guide, teach, pray, and lead others in your own way.

			Here’s a surprise for you: Your mission is not really as mysterious as you might think. Has God ever nudged your heart to take a step in a particular direction to meet a certain need? Maybe praying for or encouraging someone? Doing that is the essence of mission-possible living. Keep taking steps to do good things for the kingdom!

			What is something you feel God nudged your heart to do?
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			January 11

			How Does a Mission-Possible Life Happen?

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				I am the vine, you are the branches; the one who remains in Me, and I in him bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.

				John 15:5

			

			You can live a mission-possible life because of what Jesus did for you on the cross more than two thousand years ago. This kind of life is possible only because of the sacrifice He made and the power given to Him to defeat death. When you live mission possible, you live a life that counts because of what God has done, and is doing, in and through you.

			We cannot save ourselves by our good works. We receive the free gift of salvation through what Jesus has done for us on the cross. A mission-possible life happens when you do three key things:

			
					
					Know the person of God.

				

					
					Trust the plan of God.

				

					
					Live out the purpose that God has for your life.

				

			

			These three keys are essential for making your life count.

			How can you begin to grow in your knowledge of God today?
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			January 12

			The Great Question

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Who, then, is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?

				Mark 4:41

			

			One of my favorite passages in the Bible is Mark 4. I think that chapter contains one of the greatest questions ever asked. Jesus finished teaching a crowd, then gathered the disciples in a boat to go over to the other side of the lake. “A great windstorm arose” (verse 37, ESV) that frightened the disciples. They woke a sleeping Jesus, and He proceeded to rebuke the winds and the seas. As the storm stopped, there was a “great calm” (verse 39, ESV). But the disciples, instead of being relieved, were filled with “great fear” (verse 41, ESV). Why were they so afraid? Many scholars believe that with this event, Jesus had performed eleven of His major miracles, confirming that He was who He claimed to be: the Son of God.

			Note the sequence: a great storm, a great calm, and great fear. Now here comes the great question: “Who, then, is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?” (verse 41).

			We must ask ourselves the same question today. I hope you can say that Jesus Christ is your Lord, Savior, Hope, Redeemer, Friend, Peace, and Love. If not, I invite you right now to choose to trust Him. He is the One who makes your mission possible.

			If you haven’t accepted Jesus as your Savior, you can say a prayer in your own words or use the following one.

			
				Dear Jesus, I believe that You died on the cross and rose from the dead. I know that I am a sinner. Please come into my heart and forgive me. Thank You for trading the old for the new, the darkness for the light. Jesus, I love You and want to live for You. I give You my life. Thank You for saving me. Thank You for giving me a home in heaven, where I will live with You forever one day. Thank You for taking my place and paying my debt. In Jesus’s name. Amen.

			

			Welcome to the fam!
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			January 13

			The Great Response

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.

				Mark 5:19

			

			Yesterday, I talked about the great question “Who is Jesus?” Today, I want to talk to you about a great response to that question.

			In Mark 5, the Bible tells the story of a man who had been demon possessed. He lived in a cave and cut himself with stones. One day he saw Jesus and ran toward Him. Jesus healed the man. He cast out the demons from him and sent them into a herd of pigs that ran off a cliff, into the sea. When it was time for Jesus to get back into the boat and return to the other side of the lake, the man who had been freed from the demons begged Jesus “that he might accompany Him” (verse 18). Now, that’s what I call a great response!

			Though the man wanted to stay with Jesus, Jesus had a different mission in mind for him. Jesus asked him to go home and tell the people there what Jesus had done for him. The man said yes, and he had an amazing impact.

			God might have a different mission than what you have in mind, but whatever it is, say yes. That is the great response.

			If you already have made the decision to trust in Jesus and would like to commit to making your life count, go ahead and tell Him right now. Say the following prayer with me.

			
				Dear Jesus, I believe I can live a mission-possible life because Your mission was accomplished. Give me courage. Remind me that because You have overcome the world, I can do whatever You have called me to do. Thank You that I get to live mission possible. Amen.
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			January 14

			As You Go

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				As you go, preach, saying, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.”

				Matthew 10:7

			

			In the tenth chapter of Matthew, Jesus gave His twelve disciples authority to heal and cast out evil, as well as instructions on how to preach the good news. He told them to preach “as you go.” I love that phrase.

			As you go.

			Do you know what that means? It means while living your daily life. We live out the purpose that God has for our lives by helping, serving, guiding, teaching, praying, and leading others whenever and wherever we are.

			Do it as you clean up your bedroom. Do it as you hang out with your friends on a Friday night. Do it in chem lab.

			Be the light Jesus has been to you, wherever you may be.

			When we realize that God can use us whenever and in whatever situation, even if something seems boring or routine, the idea of living mission possible will come alive to us.

			When in the middle of an ordinary day have you seen how God can make a difference in someone else’s life through you?
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			January 15

			Trust in God and His Plan

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Trust in the Lord with all your heart

				And do not lean on your own understanding.

				Proverbs 3:5

			

			The Bible is full of heroes who were in terrible situations yet were able to live mission possible because they chose to trust in God. I think of Daniel in the lions’ den. I think of Joseph, sold by his own brothers and wrongly thrown into prison. I think of Paul, who endured multiple shipwrecks, beatings, and imprisonments. I can’t imagine any of them being excited during any of those circumstances. (See Daniel 6; Genesis 37; 39; and 2 Corinthians 11:23–27 to read those accounts.)

			Yet here’s the kicker: They trusted God. They said yes to the person of God, and they said yes to the plan of God. Why? Because they knew His character—that He is trustworthy. We can trust God because He gave His best when He gave His Son for us.

			God has a great plan for your life. It may not be where you want to be in this moment, but always remember that He can use you right now, this very moment. Mission possible is where you are now, not just where you’re going later.

			Do you have a hard time trusting God? Why or why not?
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			January 16

			Take the Pressure Off

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Oh, Lord xGod! Behold, You Yourself have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You.

				Jeremiah 32:17

			

			Though we at the foundation had been serving in anti-human-trafficking efforts for seven years, in 2020 I started to feel that we should go public with our efforts. I admit, I didn’t have all the answers, nor did I have a ten-step plan. Still, I couldn’t shake the feeling that God was calling me in that direction. But the more I learned about human trafficking, the more overwhelming the problem seemed. Have you ever felt a similar way?

			Maybe you’ve found a need that has touched your heart but it feels so big that you don’t know where to start. Know this: Our mission is not to end all evil or lack in this world. If it were, we would have every right to feel overwhelmed by not having the power to end every pain and hurt. Our mission is to honor God as we make a difference wherever and however we can. The outcome is up to Him.

			Is there a need in the world that has touched your heart? Ask God to show you how you can help meet that need while leaving the outcome up to Him.
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			January 17

			A Prayer of Surrender

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Thank You, Lord, for creating me on purpose. Search my heart and shape my desires, my motives, and my intentions to seek after You. Remind me that this life is meant for something greater than achieving success, getting rich, or accumulating likes. Forgive me when I focus on everything except You. Remind me that when I trust in You, You will guide me and Your eyes and Your hands will be upon me.

				I pray each day to know You more, to know the power that raised You from the dead, and to know how You suffered because You loved me, chose me, and designed for me a life that counts. I’m so grateful for Your promise that when I seek You, I will find You. Show me Your will that I might walk in Your purpose for my life.

				In Jesus’s name I pray. Amen.

				Based on: Psalm 139; Proverbs 8:17; Philippians 3:10; Proverbs 23:18; Psalm 32:8; Proverbs 3:5–6; 1 John 5:3
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			January 18

			Your Mindset Matters

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

				Philippians 4:8

			

			In July 2020, researchers at Queen’s University in Canada discovered that the average human brain has more than six thousand unique thoughts every single day.[3] That’s a lot of thoughts!

			Thoughts can be the most private and powerful parts of our human nature. No one else can know them unless we decide to share them. But thoughts can also be very destructive. Other studies have shown that up to 80 percent of our thoughts each day are negative.

			We must control what goes in and out of our heads by developing the right mindset—what I describe as a particular way of thinking. In the above verse, Paul is very clear in telling us the kinds of things we should be thinking about. Next time your thoughts rage, set them straight according to the above litmus test.

			Now that you’re thinking about what you think about (ha ha), list three things you’ve been thinking about during the past thirty minutes.
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			January 19

			A Mission M.I.N.D.S.E.T.

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				The mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.

				Romans 8:6

			

			I love the word mission: “a task or job that someone is given to do.”[4] I believe God has sent you here for a reason, a specific mission. Have you ever noticed that Jesus specifically commands us to love Him with all our minds? Makes me wonder how often we are engaging with God in our heads. I get that a hundred things are pulling our brains in many different directions all the time, but when we lose focus, our mission is in jeopardy!

			Everything we do starts between the ears—in our minds, with our thoughts. I’ve come up with the acronym M.I.N.D.S.E.T.—a set of mental attitudes that I will share over the next few days to help you develop a mission-possible life:

			
				M—Maker

				I—Interruptible

				N—Now

				D—Different

				S—Suffer

				E—Excellence

				T—To the End

			

			Before we dig in, what do you think about most throughout your day?
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			January 20

			Know Your (M)aker

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Come, let’s worship and bow down,

				Let’s kneel before the Lord our Maker.

				For He is our God,

				And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

				Psalm 95:6–7

			

			A mission M.I.N.D.S.E.T. starts by knowing your Maker. Just like a painting has an artist, and a skyscraper has an architect, it makes sense that the universe has a Designer. The stars in the sky. The creepy-crawlies on the ground. The schools of colorful fish in coral reefs. All things—“both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible”—have been created by God and for God (Colossians 1:16).

			But our Creator didn’t just make everything and take a step back. He wants to know you and use you to show His love. You don’t have a real mission without knowing your Maker. You don’t have true purpose without knowing your Maker. You’re not going to have eternal impact without knowing your Maker.

			A mission mindset is a God-first mindset. It starts by first recognizing where our mission came from and who it is for.

			How have you experienced your Maker in your life?
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			January 21

			Be (I)nterruptible

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				The mind of a person plans his way,

				But the Lord directs his steps.

				Proverbs 16:9

			

			I’ll be the first to admit that I can get a little annoyed when things don’t go as planned. But the reality is that plans change. You get a different teacher. Your parents get new jobs and you have to move. A health crisis cancels the year (or more).

			But really, when does anything go 100 percent according to plan? Hardly ever. I believe there’s probably going to be a change at some point in your plans. Why? Because God has a tendency to interrupt our lives.

			The I in M.I.N.D.S.E.T. stands for Interruptible. Be interruptible.

			Part of having a mission mindset is saying, “God, I’m okay when You interrupt my plans.” It’s a mindset that not only accepts change but also welcomes it. I know, crazy stuff! But remember, though a change doesn’t fit your plan, it might fit God’s plan.

			Next time there’s a hiccup in your day, instead of getting frustrated (like I have so many times), look around and see how you can make the most of the change in plans.

			Ask God to give you an interruptible spirit.
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			January 22

			Act (N)ow

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Since his days are determined,

				The number of his months is with You;

				And You have set his limits so that he cannot pass.

				Job 14:5

			

			In football, the two-minute drill is a hurry-up type of offense. It’s a play you use when you need to make major moves but have little time.

			Life is a two-minute drill of sorts. Our clocks are ticking down. But we don’t know exactly how much time we have left (see James 4:14). So we should make the most of each day.

			An important part of making the most of each day is focusing on the people who are in need. I’m talking about the hurting, the abused, the abandoned, the forgotten, the hopeless, and those who don’t know Jesus. We can’t live on our timelines; we must live on theirs!

			The N in Mission M.I.N.D.S.E.T. stands for Now. Don’t wait until you have no choice but to take action. If God is trying to get your attention, do it now!

			What have you been putting off that you know you need to get done?
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			January 23

			Be (D)ifferent

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God.

				Genesis 6:9

			

			The D in M.I.N.D.S.E.T. stands for Different. In Genesis 6, we get an inside look at the world after it had been cursed by God because of Adam and Eve’s original sin. As humans populated the earth, wickedness was everywhere (see verse 5). The Bible tells us God was grieved that He’d made humans (see verse 6).

			However, there was one man who stood out. His name was Noah. He “found favor in the eyes of the Lord” (verse 8). And because of this, God showed mercy and saved him and his family from a global flood (see 7:23).

			I think that way too many times, we want to live and act like everybody else. That’s the opposite of a mission mindset. A mission mindset understands that to make a difference, you have to be different. It doesn’t care about being popular or liked. It sets aside what everyone else is doing and stands out and stands up for God. When you’re willing to be a little bit different for God’s glory, like Noah, watch how He can use you.

			What makes you different for God?
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			January 24

			Be Willing to (S)uffer

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.

				1 Peter 5:10

			

			One of my favorite words in the English language is passion. Today, passion refers to love, romance, and intense feelings.

			However, digging into the word’s origin brings forth an interesting discovery. The word comes from the twelfth-century Latin root word pati, which means “to suffer.”[5] This Latin word was used to describe the death of Jesus on the cross. At its core, true passion is one’s willingness to suffer.

			So, when you say you’re passionate about something, what you’re really saying is that you care so deeply about it that you’re willing to suffer for it. This brings a whole new meaning to the word, doesn’t it?

			A mission mindset embraces suffering. It’s a mentality that is willing to make sacrifices, push through pain, and fight for what truly matters because the mission is worth it. The S in M.I.N.D.S.E.T. stands for Suffer.

			What do you care so much about that you’re willing to suffer for it?
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			January 25

			Pursue (E)xcellence

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all things for the glory of God.

				1 Corinthians 10:31

			

			In 1956, twenty-seven-year-old Martin Luther King, Jr., gave a speech at a church in Montgomery, Alabama. In it, he said this about excellence:

			
				Whatever your life’s work is, do it well…. If it falls your lot to be a street sweeper,…sweep streets so well that all the host of Heaven and earth will have to pause and say, “Here lived a great street sweeper, who swept his job well.”[6]

			

			What a statement! Achieving excellence is a challenge, but I believe it should always be our aim. That’s why the E in M.I.N.D.S.E.T. stands for Excellence. Roughly nineteen hundred years before MLK wrote this, the apostle Paul penned something similar. He instructed the church to which he was writing to do all things for the glory of God.

			We will never achieve perfection, but we can push ourselves to be our best.

			How can you strive to be your best?
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