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Prologue
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Have you ever wished upon a star or dreamed of visiting a land filled with castles, talking animals, and flying elephants? If so, you’ve already taken a step into the world of Walt Disney. But before there were theme parks, movies, or Mickey Mouse, there was just a boy with big dreams, a pencil in his hand, and a head full of imagination.

Walt Disney didn’t just create cartoons—he created a whole new way of storytelling. He brought characters to life, made people believe in the impossible, and showed the world that dreams really can come true if you work hard and never give up.

In this book, you’ll travel through Walt’s amazing life, from his childhood adventures to his world-changing creations. You’ll meet the people he worked with, discover how some of your favorite movies were made, and find out how one man’s dream became a magical world that millions still enjoy today.

So, get ready to explore the life of the man who made magic real—because the story is just beginning!
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Chapter 1: A Boy with Big Dreams
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Walt Disney was once just a little boy with big dreams. He wasn’t famous. He didn’t have a theme park. He didn’t have a mouse named Mickey. But even as a young boy, Walt had something magical inside him—his imagination. He loved to draw, to pretend, and to dream about doing something special with his life. Walt was born on December 5, 1901, in a small house in Chicago, Illinois. His family didn’t have a lot of money, but they had love, stories, and laughter. Walt had three older brothers and one younger sister, and they all grew up working hard and helping out around the house.

When Walt was a little boy, he would lie in the grass and look at the clouds, imagining animals, people, and magical lands floating in the sky. He loved animals and made friends with dogs, horses, and even a pig once! He also loved going to the train station near his house to watch the big steam engines roll by. The sound of the whistles and the puff of the smoke made his heart race with excitement. Trains would become a big part of his life later on, but back then, they were just part of his daydreams.

Walt didn’t always have it easy. His father, Elias Disney, was very strict and believed in hard work above all else. Sometimes Walt had to get up super early to help deliver newspapers, even in the freezing snow. It was tough, but Walt didn’t complain much. Instead, he kept dreaming. He would carry a notebook and pencil wherever he went, doodling pictures of animals and people. He once drew on the side of his family’s house with tar, which really made his parents mad—but it showed just how much he loved to create.

As Walt got older, he started discovering more ways to use his imagination. He acted in school plays and made up stories to tell his friends. He even put on little performances in his garage, using puppets and drawings to make his audience laugh. People started noticing that Walt wasn’t like everyone else—he saw the world differently. Where others saw a plain fence, Walt might see a castle wall. Where someone saw a dark alley, Walt imagined a secret passage to a pirate’s cave.

One of the biggest changes in Walt’s life came when his family moved to a farm in Marceline, Missouri. This small town became one of Walt’s happiest memories. He loved the friendly people, the animals, and the calm countryside. Walt often said that Marceline was the place that made him fall in love with small towns, trains, and storytelling. Even many years later, when he created Main Street, U.S.A. in Disneyland, he based it on Marceline. The town had left such a big mark on his heart.

On the farm, Walt kept drawing. He drew farm animals, his neighbors, and even made his own comic strips. A friendly neighbor noticed his talent and gave him his very first art supplies—real paper and paints! That small gift meant the world to Walt. It was like handing a magic wand to a young wizard. With his imagination and new tools, Walt’s dreams started to grow even bigger. He began to wonder: What if he could make his drawings move? What if he could tell stories with pictures that danced, laughed, and cried?

Even though he was still just a kid, Walt started to dream about becoming an artist, maybe even one who worked in cartoons. But at that time, people didn’t really believe that cartoons could be a real job. Some adults told him to stop dreaming and do something “practical.” But Walt didn’t listen. He believed in his dreams, even when no one else did. He once said, “All our dreams can come true, if we have the courage to pursue them.” And even as a young boy, he was already showing that kind of courage.

Walt also loved going to the movies. Back then, movies were silent and in black and white, but to Walt, they were full of magic. He watched every film he could, learning how stories were told through pictures. He also learned to love books, fairy tales, and anything that could take him to another world. Walt filled his mind with dragons, knights, witches, and enchanted lands. His imagination was like a treasure chest, bursting with ideas just waiting to come to life.

During school, Walt wasn’t always the best student. He didn’t like sitting still for too long. But when it came to art, he lit up like a firework. His teachers and classmates noticed his talent and started encouraging him. Walt drew for the school newspaper and even created funny cartoons to make people laugh. He wasn’t popular or rich, but he was special in a quiet, determined way. He didn’t need anyone to tell him what to become—he already knew.

Walt’s dreams kept growing. He didn’t just want to be an artist. He wanted to do something that had never been done before. He wanted to mix art, stories, and technology to make people feel wonder, joy, and hope. He wanted to build something where kids and adults could be happy together. At night, he would dream about a place full of laughter, adventure, and magic. A place where dreams came to life. He didn’t know yet that this place would one day be called Disneyland, but the idea was already sparkling in his heart like a tiny star.

So, even though Walt Disney was once just a small boy with big dreams, those dreams were powerful. They helped him through hard times. They gave him a reason to keep drawing, imagining, and believing. He knew that dreams don’t always come true overnight. But he also knew that with imagination, courage, and a lot of hard work, a dream can grow into something amazing. And that’s exactly what he did. Because once upon a time, a boy named Walt Disney looked at the clouds and saw a castle—and then, one day, he built one.
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Chapter 2: Drawing on the Farm
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When Walt Disney was a young boy, one of the most magical times in his life was when his family moved to a little farm in Marceline, Missouri. This wasn’t a fancy place with shiny buildings or fast cars—it was a quiet, peaceful town filled with open fields, chirping birds, and animals that became Walt’s friends. For Walt, living on the farm wasn’t just about feeding chickens or milking cows. It was where his imagination really began to bloom like wildflowers in spring. It was here, among the barns and the haystacks, that Walt started drawing in a way that would shape his entire future.

Every day on the farm brought something new and interesting. Walt would wake up early to the sound of roosters crowing and run outside, barefoot in the dew-covered grass, ready to explore. He watched the way the horses trotted, the way the cows chewed their cud, and the way the pigs rolled in the mud without a care in the world. To most people, these were just farm animals doing what farm animals do. But to Walt, they were characters in a story that hadn’t been written yet. He began to sketch them whenever he could, using pencils and scraps of paper—whatever he could find.

At first, Walt didn’t have fancy art supplies. He didn’t go to a big art school or have someone showing him exactly what to do. He simply observed the world around him
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