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An Odd Turn of Events


Chapter I
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The small chamber of the cave was cramped. Sweat dripped from the forehead of Shelby Rickenbacker running down her face creating streaks in the dirt on her sunbaked skin as she hunched over in the tight space. The dim light of the helmet light showing the dirt and sand as she carefully painstakingly swept it away with her paintbrush. Her shoulders ached the pain in her neck grew increasingly sore as she stared at the gravel and sand being swept away. The cave in western Wisconsin had been excavated in the past with no significant finds of any archaeological value. However, with the extended cold of the recent winter which included heavier than normal rain, snow, and ice a large portion of the cave ceiling had given way due to moisture seeping into the cracks of the cave. With the freezing, thawing and refreezing of  the moisture the cracks expanded causing the roof and a large section of the north wall  to giveaway revealing another large cavern which had been concealed in the distant past most likely due to an earthquake covering the hidden chamber. Dr. Shelby Rickenbacker who had been on several digs in her career was assigned the task of searching the area for any signs of ancient man, or signs of prehistoric life. She was excited being named the head Archaeologist for the Wisconsin dig sight. She was well aware the sight would most likely produce little if any archaeological evidence, but it was her sight, her dig. She was accompanied by excited undergraduate students who eagerly worked under her direction. One of the students had uncovered a trash pit with pieces of pottery shards some broken stone tools which were confusing. The broken stone tools were huge, too big for the normal prehistoric man. The pottery shards when the pieces were fit together, although not a complete pot it also appeared to be larger than normal.  The sight appeared to be a cave ancient humans had occupied long ago. Shelby who had extensive knowledge of excavating sights was perplexed at the findings. The pieces were photographed labeled then carefully placed in boxes to be shipped out for radiocarbon dating.  Her instincts told her they were old, perhaps twenty thousand years old or older, but her brain told her it was not possible to  be as old as she believed them to be. Humans were not in North America twenty thousands years ago. When she and another student found the small cavern which appeared to be hand dug  seeing the distinctive chisel marks with rock and debris covering the cavern. She crawled in the tight space to excavate it. She and her student Thomas Hailey removed the debris. She was tired and ready to quit for the day believing nothing was in the small cavern when she saw the distinct white bleached look of bone. She froze then carefully brushing the gavel and sand away realized she had found a skull, as she brushed the gravel away her excitement grew. As the skull slowly revealed itself Shelby was shocked at the size. It was huge, bigger than any skull she had ever seen. Brushing the gravel away she realized the skull was attached to the spinal cord. Feeling the soreness in her body she sat the brush down slowly stepped out of the small confined space on to the scaffold. She reached for Thomas’s hand who helped her down. She smiled at the young man who was tall and nice looking “thank you” she said as she turned away from him stretching. At thirty four Shelby Rickenbacker was an attractive woman, five foot six short brown hair, dark brown eyes with a nice figure. She capativated the young men on the dig with her. She made it clear she was all business never socializing with any of the crew. With Dr. Rickenbacker it was strictly about business. She was a hard driving woman who expected total dedication and professionalism. Any young man who flirted with her was set straight immediately. Walking through the cave she did not see anyone working,  realizing it must be lunch time. She had been caught up in the small cavern time had slipped away. She removed the hard hat turning off the light in the front of the helmet. She walked out of the large mouth of the cave into the bright sunlight. The path was steep so she picked her way carefully reaching the flat ground walking directly to the large open air tent where the rest of the students with the other workers were sitting eating lunch. She stopped at the faucet turned it on washing her hands, face, and neck. She walked to the tent and picked up a bottle of gatorade drinking it down. It was cold going down her dry throat taking her breath away. She breathed deep catching her breath. The others looked at her as Shelby grinned “I found a skull!” The excitement in her voice announcing the find electrified the young undergraduates. A skull was a major find. She sat down looking at the group. She composed herself “listen now this is big, I want all hands at the small cavern. We are going to concentrate all our efforts there. So take a brush, only no digging, only brushing will be done. I believe the skeleton is intact laying on the hard stone with sand and gravel covering it. So take your time and brush only the sand and gravel be sure to collect everything, bag and tag all you find.” The group immediately jumped up heading for the cave. Thomas sat down as Mary brought them both a plate with a hot dog and chips. Mary Stevens worked for the university in the kitchen and always volunteered to cook for any group when they went into the field. The money was good and with the summer session she being on contract only worked in the fall and spring.  As Shelby ate her mind tried to comprehend the find. The skull which she had excavated was huge with the eye sockets larger than expected in addition to the heavy brow. She had brushed the bottom of the skull revealing the spinal column being also odd.  She wondered if it could be a large ape. Her thoughts were interrupted when she heard Thomas say “something's going on.” She looked up seeing Emily running down the path. She ran to the tent out of breath saying  excitedly “you're going to want to see this!” Emily ran to the tool box grabbed the tape measure then ran towards the cave. Shelby and Thomas gulped down their hot dog grabbed their hardhats walking quickly to the cave. Once inside Shelby crawled onto the scaffold looked into the cavern seeing Sandy in the place she had been previously. The skull had been completely excavated as well as the feet. She stood shocked seeing the large skull it was bigger than she had believed. The jaw was big and heavy, moving closer she saw it had two rows of teeth. She stared at it in disbelief. Looking at the end of the cavern she saw two feet with the lower leg bones showing. She shook her head saying “this is not possible.” Emily handed her the tape measure. She pulled the end out handing it to Sandy then walked the length of the scaffold holding the end of the tape measure as it unwound to the feet it read nine foot two inches. She looked back at Sandy who held the end of the tape at the top of the skull. She looked back her hand was shaking the tape indicated nine feet two inches. “Look at the feet”  Emily said excitedly in her voice. Shelby looked at the exposed feet there were six toes. Her academic brain raced through the years of experience the undergraduate degree and masters from Cambridge University studying Archaeology and Anthropology. Doctors of Anthropology at Yale, Doctors of Archaeology at Harvard. She had carried a four point average the brightest student who was the top of her class. But all the education the dig sights in Africa, Peru, South America did not prepare her for what she saw. A giant with six toes and a double set of teeth. She gathered her thoughts reached into her back pocket pulling out her paint brush. Her voice sounded husky as she said “all of you be careful let's get to work.”  

The painstaking process took hours to uncover the giant. A few small pieces of cloth were found which appeared to be tanned leather with hair still on the leather indicating the giant had been placed in the tomb with clothes on. No tools or weapons were found in the tomb. Shelby had each piece placed in a bag with a tag indicating where it was found. She took pictures of the giant who was laying prone with his arms crossed over his chest. He had been carefully laid out which showed there was some concern for the dead man. She determined the skeleton was indeed a man possibly in his early forties. How old would have to be determined through testing. With the expensive 35 millimeter camera she snapped dozens of photos. The pictures taken were of the skeleton which was completely intact also to show the proper size she took a picture of  Sandy and Emily holding the tape measure their size compared to the skeleton. Emily being five four and Sandy five three were dwarfed by the nine foot skeleton. Thomas who was six foot held his hands next to the skeleton which again his hands looked small compared to the skeleton. She decided to leave the skeleton in the rock tomb knowing the crew was tired it would be removed tomorrow. It was after five o’clock when the group left the cave. Shelby went directly to the small travel trailer which was used for her office and sleeping quarters. She stripped the dirty clothes off stepping into the cool shower. She was thankful for the shower knowing most dig sights did not always have the luxury of running water. When she finished she dressed quickly and wrote her report which was detailed. She called Dr. Sutherland at Harvard hoping he was still in his office. Dr. Sutherland, the head of the archaeology department  had approved the dig finding a grant to finance the excavation. She was relieved when he answered the phone. Shelby explained the find then sat listening as the other end was silent. She thought the call had been dropped then heard Dr. Sutherland in an excited voice began talking so fast she had a hard time understanding him. He had hoped to find some evidence of prehistoric humans in the cave, but this information was beyond his wildest expectations. When she hung up Shelby was hungry but she put off  supper calling her Father who was a historian teaching at the University of Arizona. He was ecstatic with the news. He told Shelby of legends from Native Americans Apache who had encountered giants who were supposedly cannibals. Their legends say the giants were chased into a cave with all being killed. He also told her of the Bible mentioning giants. He promised to do research on giants in North America. She hung up the phone her head trying to understand the significance of the sight. It would no doubt change history. She stepped outside and walked to where Mary stood with a full plate of lasagna and two pieces of garlic bread. “Thank You Mary” She said grateful. The students were excited talking about the find. “Have you ever seen anything like this before Dr. Rickenbacker” Emily asked. Shelby taking a forkful of  lasagna swallowed it wiped her mouth shaking her head. “No I have been on many dig sites, but I never have seen anything like the skeleton being nine foot two inches.” She thought for a while then said “my Father did tell me of some legends of Native Americans who encountered giants and also the bible mentioning giants, but I have never seen anything like what we found today.” Emily said as she bit into her garlic bread “it’s in Genesis angels found the women of man beautiful taking them for wifes mating with them their offspring were giants.” “That's not quite right.” The group looked at the end of the table where Mary stood holding a cup of coffee.  She shook her head “there are some people who interpret the bible as being angels, the angels who fell with Lucifer from heaven, but it doesn't actually say that.” Mary sipped the coffee as the group looked at her. “What does it say then” Emily asked wiping her mouth reaching for a bottle of water?  Mary who was a slender black woman in her mid forties looked at them waving her hand “well I’m no academic with a degree in archaeology I graduated from public high school, but I can read didn’t any of you attend Sunday School or go to church?” Mary smiled as a group of young students stared at her. “Yes I did go to church with my family, but there weren’t any sermons on giants” Shelby answered as she continued to eat. Mary looked at Shelby “well if you read in Genesis there is a short verse that says the Sons of God found the daughters of the Sons of Man beautiful taking them for their wifes going into them their offspring were called Nephilim they were giants which was before the flood occured.” She picked up a chair sitting at the end of the table next to Shelby. “Continue eating Doctor. I’ll enlighten you, in the book of Job it says the sons of God with Satan went up to him. So that could well mean they were angels; however, in the Bible God calls angels his messengers sometimes referred to as watchers. The bible says  the Sons of God not angels so are they two separate beings why would God not just call them angels? Some believe they are separate beings. Now I’m sure you remember the story of Cain and Abel well when Cain is banished for killing his brother he tells God he’s afraid others will kill him so God gives him a mark that will keep him from being killed. No one knows what the mark was, so he goes to the land of Nod where there are other people and he takes a wife and has children. Now think about that for a minute Adam and Eve have two sons one kills the other why would Cain be afraid of other people, where did the other people come from in the land of Nod? And who was his wife?” Mary sat back sipping her coffee allowing the information to sink into the academics brains. “If you read Genesis chapter one then Genesis chapter two they seem to conflict where it tells of creation twice. Some believe Genesis two is just a repeat of one. Other christians believe Genesis one is where God creates men women animals trees grass and everything in the world then in Genesis two he creates  Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. That explains the six thousand years of his genealogy where some have taken it literally to mean the earth is six thousand years old. Where if in Genesis one he created people first well that explains preherostic men. Then he creates the garden of Eden with Adam and Eve much later. Ok try to keep up the  theory that you are that the Sons of God were created before Adam in the Garden. They were another race who were men, prehistoric men, they are the ones who took the daughters of men, who were descendants of Adam the angels are not men so they could not have had sex with women.  Also some have theorized Cain and Abel were born in the garden of eden because the bible says Seth who was the third child of Adam was a Son of Man because he was born outside the garden. it was through his line Jesus would be born. Now there is a theory called the Gap Theory but it’s confusing to those who don’t read or understand the Bible, the ignorant in other words. It is an interesting theory which you should study sometime. God caused the flood to rid the earth of evil which was in large part due to the giants which were the offspring of the Sons of God and Daughters of Men. Where it’s somewhat confusing is there were giants after the flood. They are believed to have descended through Ham who was Noah’s youngest son who had been cursed by Noah. When the Hebrew were led out of Egypt they were to take Canaan which was the promised land. Moses sent twelve spies into the land. Ten returned claiming the men were mighty and huge. They were like grasshoppers to the mighty men. They were seeing giants. So when Joshua finally defeats the Amorites who were giants God had them slay all the men women and children to ensure they were wiped out. Giants are in the book of Deutrotramy, Numbers, and other books so according to the Bible which is a history book there were giants in those days.” Mary sat back sipping her coffee as Shelby looked at her. Thomas said “that sounds crazy!” “Well so does a nine foot man, but you found one!” Thomas shook his head “I suppose you believe in creation where the world was created in six days by a God?” Mary leaned forward sitting her cup down looking directly at Thomas “I suppose you believe in the great coincidence theory?” She leaned back laughing “Ok let me see if I got this right I’m no academic but I do watch the national geographic channel. Somewhere sometime maybe billions and billions of years ago there was a small energy ball how it was created no one knows or how long ago who knows? Somehow it exploded again why or how who knows anyway the big bang spread all over the vast expanse which how it was created no one knows either. Then a rock burns bright and hot other planets form from the gasses from the mysterious energy that exploded. Then by chance a gas planet happens to be at the right distance from the sun it just also happens to be turning and also tilted just right so it cools and somehow water is formed maybe from comets hitting the planet because they are ice how they formed with water and ice, no one really knows, then of course somewhere somehow a small microorganism forms splits hundreds of millions of years it becomes an animal then other microorganisms are also formed by coincidence they crawl out of the water to trees and grass how did they form another conscience. Millions of years later a monkey suddenly jumps out of a tree and starts walking on two legs and here we sit today! Did I get that right Doctor Rickenbacker?” Shelby smiled “you are actually pretty close most scientists, historians, archaeologists and anthropologists don’t buy into the big bang theory.” Mary stood up “I see why it takes more faith to believe in that than Creation.” She laughed as she walked off , but what do I know with my public education.” Shelby looked at the group “never discount information due to your personal bias. All information can be useful.”  Emily looked at Selby “do you believe in God Dr. Rickenbacker?” Shelby sat quietly then said “I would like to believe there is a being who controls the universe, but being a scientist I need empirical data.” The group was tired but excited they sat up talking each drifting off to their trailers and to bed. As Shelby lay in bed the phone rang. When she answered it Dr. Sutherland informing her he had contacted the Smithsonian institute they were excited to hear of her find and would be sending a team out tomorrow to assist her.
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The giants skeleton was carefully packed into boxes. It was labeled and sat carefully inside the tent where Shelby was examining it when a car and van stopped at the sight. Two men stepped out of the car another man exited the black van. Shelby walked to the men who introduced themselves informing her they were from the Smithsonian institute. Mark Gifford, who was six one light brown hair with hazel eyes, was a good looking man with an athletic build. He smiled warmly at Shelby who was looking directly at him showing his credentials from the Smithsonian. Luke Smith Jerry Wilson where his associates. Shelby showed them the skeleton the three men were amazed at the size of the skeleton. She told them her students were in the cave looking for additional evidence. Mark with the other two men went to the cave to assist the students. They worked until after five o’clock when they stopped for supper. The following morning was spent in the cave nothing else would be found so they all went to the tent for lunch. Shelby after consulting with Dr. Sutherland informed the team they would wrap things up at the sight and head back for Harvard where the bones and evidence could be examined closer. She went to her trailer as the team began to pack up the camp. She heard a knock on the door it opened as Mark smiling asking “may I come in?” Shelby nodded her head “come in.” Mark stepped in closing the door behind him. Sitting at the only chair next to Shelby's desk he pulled it up close to her.  “Your  find is phenomenal the institute appreciates your work, I have no doubt the findings will change the history books.” Shelby looked at him directly knowing he was being charming. She did not pay attention to the flattery. “I appreciate the Smithsonian's interest you are welcome to come to Harvard to examine the find” she said cooly. Mark smiled looked down then back to her “Dr. Rickenbacker the bones with the evidence will be going to the Smithsonian.” Shelby's eyebrows went up in surprise “I beg your pardon this is a dig sight funded and authorized by Harvard we will do the examination there.” Mark leaned back “I don’t want to upset you and you are certainly welcome to come to Washington to examine the evidence since this is your discovery, but this sight  in the national park which is on federal property, the Smithsonian is funded by federal dollars, and the grant you received is federal. The bones with all the evidence found will be going to Washington.”  Shelby was furious “you think you can waltz in here after all the work is done take the find of a lifetime  bully your way and steal this discovery” she yelled! Mark stood up “I will see you in Washington Dr. Rickenbacker.” Shelby picked up the phone calling Dr. Sutherland who said he had never heard  of such tactics. As she was on the phone the three men loaded the skeleton and other artifacts into the van. She protested calling the police who informed her there was nothing they could do since she was on federal property. When the Park Rangers arrived they were not sure what to do with the two presenting both sides. Finally the director of the park allowed Mark and the van to leave over the yelling complaints of Shelby. She called Harvard for advice. Dr. Sutherland said he had tried to reach the head of the archeological department at the Smithsonian but could not reach him. Shelby said she was going to fly to Washington the team of students and other workers would return to Harvard. Shelby packed up her clothes and began searching through the desk unable to find her journal along with the written reports realizing the laptop computer was also missing. She was furious while she was arguing with Mark and the Rangers, calling on the phone,  someone had stolen her notes, the pictures, her journal, everything was gone. 

The plane ticket at the Green Bay airport was waiting on her when she arrived. Dr. Sutherlands secretary had made arrangements including booking a hotel when she arrived. She had a layover of an hour and a half, when she finally arrived in Washington it was after seven in the evening. Her hotel was not far from the Smithsonian. She called Bruce her roommate of five years explaining what
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