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Who is Jesus? That is definitely one of the most important questions that could ever be asked, as the salvation of every human being that has ever lived depends on the answer! It was a live question when Jesus was here 2,000 years ago, and must surely have been in the minds of the writers of what now forms our New Testament. It’s an equally true question today.  Was He just a good man, or a wise teacher, or was He (and therefore is He) actually God?

Almost every world faith has an opinion on the question, as does almost every man in the street. But the focus of this booklet is on what the Bible has to say about Him. It gives abundant Bible references that have a clear implication in reaching confident conclusions about the deity of Christ; and additionally includes some that are capable of varying explanation. In such instances the writer’s views are briefly stated, taking the approach generally that the less clear Bible statements are best understood by fitting them within the most clear statements. It is best not to regard an apparent exception as demolishing a general rule! 

This booklet is therefore commended to readers in the confident hope that the Holy Spirit will use the information it contains to their blessing.

Michael Elliott

Hayes Press
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“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Matthew, in his Gospel account (Matt.16:16), records for us this positive answer given by Peter to our Lord's question: “But who do you say that I am?” Peter was not just - as was so often the case - speaking on behalf of the other apostles, because his words have been echoed by all disciples down the subsequent centuries. But is the Son ‘divine’? 

“Of the Son, he (God) says, ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of your kingdom’” (Heb.1:8).

The writer to the Hebrews, using a quotation from Psalm 45 of which the original writer could not have appreciated the full significance, gives us the answer. God the Father here refers to the Son as “God” – so the Son is as divine a person as God is.

These clear attestations to the deity of the Lord Jesus are the bedrock of the Christian faith and of vital importance not only to all born-again believers, but also to the world of sinners to whom the message of the Gospel is directed. Upon this truth hinges the wonder of the work of salvation, whereby God can both grant forgiveness for humanity’s sins and at the same time show acceptance of the person who exercises faith in Christ as the one and only sacrifice for those sins.
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2: DEITY CONFIRMED BY GOD THE FATHER'S DIVINE DIALOGUE WITH HIS SON
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“And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son, with you I am well pleased.’”

What a wonderful public affirmation from our great eternal God of the pleasure which his divine Son brought to him while Christ was here on earth! We are indebted to Mark (1:11), and the other synoptic Gospel writers, for recording this incident for us. By opening the heavens at the start of our Lord's public ministry, immediately following his baptism by John, God the Father puts his divine seal of approval on his Son’s mission. The value of the long years of patient preparation that the Lord undertook in the obscurity of Nazareth is summed up beautifully in Luke's Gospel: “And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favour with God and man” (Luke 2:52). Little wonder that the Father was moved to tell his Son, “with you I am well pleased.”

Much later in his ministry, Jesus took three of his closest disciples - Peter, James and John - with him up a high mountain. There, with Moses and Elijah as the only other witnesses, he was transfigured before them, his face shining like the sun. Once again, God spoke from a bright cloud that overshadowed them: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matt.17:5). We have already mentioned how, in the previous chapter of his Gospel, Matthew had recorded Peter's opinion of Christ's deity as the eternal Son. He now notes how Peter's assertion receives divine endorsement! This time, God has a little more to say to his human audience, adding the injunction: “listen to him.” This divine command is every bit as relevant to his disciples today as it was to the three apostles who followed him wonderingly down the mountainside. What better way to spend our time - just as his friend Mary of Bethany did (Luke 10:38-42) - than in listening to him?

In our next chapter we will have the opportunity to do so.
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3: DEITY CONFIRMED BY THE SON OF GOD'S DIVINE DIALOGUE WITH HIS FATHER
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“I and the Father are one.”

“Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?” (John 14:9-10).

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you” (John 17:1).

Can anyone listening to such words be left in any doubt as to Christ's deity?  Later in the same prayer in the upper room as recorded in John 17, Jesus appeals to his Father, on his disciples' behalf, with these heart-warming and uplifting words: “Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one” (v.11). Finally, as he draws his prayer to an end, Jesus addresses God as his “righteous Father” (v.25). As we reverently eavesdrop on our Lord's prayer, we hear incontrovertible divine proof of Peter's assertion that Jesus is indeed “The Christ, the Son of the living God.”

“I and the Father are one” (John 10:30), so John records the words the Lord uses in describing his deity to a group of Jews gathered around him in the Temple colonnade. During his discourse, Jesus refers to “The works that I do in my Father's name” (John 10:25). Subsequently, in talking about those to whom he has given eternal life, Jesus states, “My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all” (John 10:29).
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