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	The problem with socialism is that you eventually run out of other peoples' money.

	Margaret Thatcher

	Margaret Hilda Roberts, who would later become Margaret Thatcher, came into the world on October 13, 1925, in Grantham, a modest market town nestled in the southern part of Lincolnshire, England. She was born to Alfred Roberts and Beatrice Ethel. Alfred worked as a local grocer and preacher who would eventually rise to serve as Mayor of Grantham. During her early years, Margaret spent much of her time helping her father run the family grocery business, working alongside her sister Muriel. Alfred was actively involved in local affairs through the Finkin Street Methodist Church in Grantham, and together with his wife Beatrice, he raised both Margaret and Muriel as devoted Methodists. The family resided in a flat situated directly above their grocery shop on North Parade.

	Alfred Roberts became Mayor of Grantham in 1945, though he would lose his position as alderman in 1952 when the Labour Party secured a majority on the Grantham Council. Watching her father achieve a position of civic leadership at a young age planted the seeds of ambition in young Margaret. Through his involvement on the town council, Alfred introduced his daughter to conservative politics, and it was from him that she first absorbed the conservative way of thinking that would later emerge as a powerful force in British political life.

	Margaret's conservative instincts were evident from an early age. At twelve years old, she and her sister Muriel pooled their pocket money to help fund the journey of a Jewish teenage girl who had fled Germany ahead of the Second World War. Throughout the duration of the war, the Roberts family provided the young refugee with a safe place to live.

	MARGARET THATCHER'S SCHOOL YEARS

	Margaret attended Huntingtower Road Primary School before winning a scholarship that allowed her to enroll at Kesteven and Grantham Girls School in 1936. Her dedication to academic work was clearly reflected in her school reports. She applied herself diligently to her studies while also taking part in a range of extracurricular pursuits, among them field hockey, piano, poetry recitals, walking, and swimming. Her natural leadership abilities were recognized by the school when she was appointed Head Girl for the academic year 1942 to 1943. In 1943 she applied to Somerville College at Oxford to pursue a degree in chemistry. Somerville, which at that time was an institution exclusively for women, initially turned down her application before reversing its decision and offering her a place following the withdrawal of another candidate.

	Margaret spent four years studying chemistry at Somerville between 1943 and 1947. During this time she developed a specialization in X-ray crystallography and completed her dissertation on the structure of Gramicidin, an antibiotic, under the supervision of Dorothy Hodgkin. From the very beginning, her commitment to chemistry was never absolute she viewed her career as a chemist as temporary, a stepping stone while she cultivated her true ambition of becoming a transformative political leader. Even while working in the sciences, she continuously kept herself informed about law and politics. It was later reported that she took greater pride in being the first British Prime Minister to hold a science degree than in being the first woman to hold the office.

	During her time at Oxford she encountered Tony Bray, a young army cadet. Tony was struck by her remarkable passion for politics, a quality that was unusual among women of that era. He was immediately drawn to her, and upon meeting her parents later described her father as slightly austere and totally correct, while characterizing her mother as motherly and very proper. As Margaret's time at Oxford drew to a close, she and Tony gradually drifted apart, largely because his military commitments kept him away from the city with increasing frequency. Tony appeared to welcome the natural end of the relationship, having sensed that Margaret had invested more emotionally in it than he had. When the subject of Tony Bray arose in later years, Margaret deflected the question while acknowledging that the two of them had faced circumstances that stood between them.

	In 1946 Margaret Roberts became President of the Oxford University Conservative Association. Her intellectual outlook during her university years was shaped considerably by The Road to Serfdom, a 1944 work by the Austrian-British philosopher and economist Friedrich Hayek, who was celebrated for his championship of classical liberalism. The book resonated deeply with Margaret because of its central argument that government intervention in the economy laid the groundwork for authoritarian rule.

	She graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry with second-class honours in 1947. Following the completion of her studies at Oxford, she relocated to Colchester in Essex, where she took up a position as a research chemist at BX Plastics near Manningtree. Even while employed in Essex, her political aspirations continued to burn. She did not allow her professional responsibilities to suppress those ambitions and promptly joined the local Conservative association. She was among the delegates representing the University Graduate Conservative Association at the party's 1948 conference held in Llandudno, Wales. Margaret went on to become a prominent member of The Vermin Club, a grassroots Conservative Party organisation with a membership exceeding 100,000, which had been established in response to a derogatory remark made by Aneurin Bevan.

	MARGARET THATCHER STEPS INTO PUBLIC LIFE

	Standing in the middle of the road is very dangerous; you get knocked down by the traffic from both sides.

	Margaret Thatcher

	Her first opportunity to seek public office arose when a contact from Oxford introduced her to the chairman of the Dartford Conservative Association in Kent. Association officials had been on the lookout for candidates to contest the upcoming elections, and Margaret made such an impression that they accepted her application despite the fact that her name did not appear on the association's official membership register. She was formally selected and placed on the approved list in January 1951.

	Following her adoption as the Dartford candidate, she attended a dinner in February 1951 at which she was introduced to Denis Thatcher, a prosperous and accomplished businessman. At the close of the evening, Denis drove her to the station so she could catch a train back to Essex.

	Denis was not the first man to have caught Margaret's attention after Tony Bray. She had previously met Willie Cullen, a farmer who had taken an interest in her in 1949. Although the two went on several dates, Margaret was more intent on introducing him to her sister Muriel. In one of her letters to Muriel she wrote: went to the flicks yesterday with my farmer friend and got him all primed up to meet you sometime. I showed him the snapshot of you and I (sic) together and he said he could scarcely tell the difference so I should think we could easily substitute me for you. When can you come down for a weekend?

	A few weeks after Margaret and Willie had begun spending time together, Muriel came to visit in Colchester. She was introduced to Willie, who remained interested in the future prime minister. Willie made his intentions toward Margaret clear through generous gifts, including an expensive bag engraved with her initials, but Margaret succeeded in steering him toward Muriel instead, and the two were married in 1950.

	MARGARET'S FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH SIR DENIS

	Margaret Roberts relocated to Dartford to prepare for the forthcoming elections. To cover her living expenses, she took a job at J. Lyons and Co. in Hammersmith as a research chemist working alongside a team developing appropriate emulsifiers for ice cream. Although she understood that defeating the Liberal Party's candidate would be an enormous challenge, she threw herself into the campaign with total commitment to making an impact. Her speeches earned her considerable respect among her political peers. She attracted significant media interest as both the sole female representative and the youngest candidate of her time. Though she was defeated twice by Norman Dodds, she succeeded in narrowing his majority on each occasion. Her parents and Denis Thatcher, whom she married in December 1951, supported her throughout her campaigns. In one of her many letters to her sister Muriel, with whom she shared accounts of her romantic life and political adventures, Margaret described Denis as a Major Thatcher, who has a flat in London (age about 36, plenty of money)....not a very attractive creature very reserved but quite nice.

	Margaret chose to study law at the Inns of Court School of Law, recognising that a legal education would sharpen the knowledge underpinning her political vision. Her husband Denis funded her studies. The following year, in 1953, the couple welcomed twins Mark and Carol, who arrived prematurely by Caesarean section. After qualifying as a lawyer, Margaret focused on her legal career and stepped back from politics to devote time to her young children. She did
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