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Foreword to Backroad Bob’s

Museums and Collections

By 1990, I had ridden motorcycles through every state east of the Mississippi River, Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, and five Canadian provinces, but I wanted to do more. I wanted to explore the back roads across America, see the Isle of Man TT Races, examine everything that's foreign at a European Grand Prix, and experience the canopied forests, cascading streams, and towering mountains of Pennsylvania's state forests.

Over the forty years I've done all this and taken thousands of photos of the places I've been and made millions of memories of the unforgettable people I've met. Along the way, I've recorded my experiences in hundreds of magazine articles, and traveled hundreds of thousands of miles by motorcycle in the pursuit of my dreams. If this sounds like something you'd like to do, then these articles are a valuable tool to assist you in fulfilling your dreams too.

The resulting articles have appeared in American Road Racing, Backroads, Blue Ribbon Coalition Magazine, CC Motorcycle News, Cycle News, Motorcyclist, PowerTech Quarterly, Rider, RoadBike, Sport Touring News, STAReview, Thumper News, Thunder Press, Turbo News, Trail Rider, Twistgrip, Winding Road Motorcycle Times, and the book Turbocharging, Supercharging, and Nitrous Oxide.

These chapters are the fruits of a trial and error tree planted decades ago. The bad roads, the dead end trails, and the nasty places have been left out. What remains is a five-decade distillation of motorcycling in 38 American states, five Canadian provinces, five national forests, ten Pennsylvania state forests, and eight foreign countries. These chapters contain valuable information that will save you time and money and enable you to efficiently plan your own adventures while avoiding the mistakes I've made. - BRB

Acknowledgments

I’d like to thank everyone that ever rode with me, invited me on a ride, gave me an idea for a ride, helped me when I’ve been stranded alongside a road or trail, or struck up a conversation with me when I’ve been on the road or the trail. There are thousands of you, but the ones I remember the most are: Joe, Robert, Paul, Ron, Barry, Bob, Tom, Sydney, Stewart, Sam, Oop, Moose, Cong, Lucas, Rock, Randy, Mark, Gary, George, Allen, Steve, and Dad - great riders all. The editors that thought I had something to contribute deserve a tip of the hat too.

I’d also like to thank everyone that ever fought for this great country. You have done, and are doing, a job that many Americans don’t have the nerve or the will to do. We should all be thankful for your sacrifices. I’ve had the good fortune to travel outside the United States and I’ve enjoyed immensely the foreign places I’ve been, people I’ve met, and things I’ve done, but there is no better feeling than returning to the land of the free and the home of the brave.

Spending weeks on the road or days on the trail can be surprisingly isolating, but I’ve managed to make hundreds of new friends along the way. Get out there and make a few new friends of your own. - BRB

Introduction to Backroad Bob’s

Museums and Collections

These nine published magazine articles document some of the finest public museums and private collections in the United States. While traveling by motorcycle for the past forty years, I've taken every opportunity to check out museums and collections, even though I have a love/hate relationship with them. I think the best use for a motorcycle is to ride it and for me the worth of any motorcycle is measured by its odometer, not its shine. I can appreciate motorcycles as art, but let's not forget they're motorcycles not sculptures - they were meant to be ridden.

I've found the most interesting thing about museums and collections is not the motorcycles contained in them - it's the story of the people who put them together. The public museums are usually an outward expression of an individual who loves motorcycling and wants to share their passion for the sport with as many enthusiasts as possible and what's not to like about that? The private collections are usually an inward expression of an individual's desire to own the motorcycles that were unobtainable in their youth and what's not to like about that either? Keep your eyes open for opportunities to see a private collection. You never know when or where they will present themselves. At each one of these museums and collections I learned something new about motorcycles and I've been around them for fifty years. I hope they'll do the same for you.
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A Full House: Three Aces and a Pair of Fours -

One Man's Re-Creation of Motorcycling History

by Robert H. Miller 

© 1998 RHM Company

ALL OF US HAVE FANTASIES. Some of us are lucky and get a chance to make them reality, but few of us recognize that opportunity and do something about it. Few people ever have the opportunity to buy an award-winning example of early, two-wheeled Americana and only a very few can re-create it.

One of these very few is Dr. John Patt. A practicing veterinarian for forty-five years and a collector, re-builder, and fabricator of rare antique motorcycles for the past thirty, an afternoon with "Doc" Patt will let you see and hear internal combustion engine history. You'll witness early two-wheeled applications of singles, twins and, fours, as you are overloaded with data downloaded from Doc's memory banks. It's a few hours you won't soon forget.

Doc turned from rider to collector in 1956, six years after he began his practice in rural Pennsylvania. He started with a 1928 Schwinn-built Henderson four-cylinder which he displayed at local events. At the time, the Antique Motorcycle Club of America (AMCA) was only two-years old and there was no national competition for antique motorcycles, but that didn't stop him because he never collected to win awards, prestige, publicity or notoriety. He collected for himself.

After learning to ride on a CZ 125, he moved up to a 1947 Douglas (350cc opposed twin) and toured the mid-west with his wife in 1950. Ten years later he joined AMCA and received a copy of the club's newsletter - which pictured Red Wolverton, a factory rider, aboard the world-record holding 1923 Ace four-cylinder. Twenty-five years later Doc would re-create the sixty-year old Ace pictured in his first AMCA newsletter. He re-constructed it around the only remaining original part - the factory-built race engine.

Now, almost fifty motorcycles fill his private museum, including fourteen he calls "four-cylinder row", but he's most proud of his three Aces and two other fours, a 1907 Belgium FN and his 1928 Schwinn-built Henderson. These five motorcycles, especially Doc's three restored Aces, have a very close relationship. So similar, the first Ace engine will mount in place of the last Indian Four - despite their twenty-five year age difference.

The FN was copied by Henderson who took it to Ace who was bought by Indian. Nothing new there, but what is new is the story of how this full house of four-cylinders became the centerpiece of a collection that includes single, twin and four-cylinder models from Zundapp, Matchless, and Indian, Douglas flat-twins, both longitudinal and transverse, V-Twins from a 1913 Thor to Indians, and Harley-Davidsons spanning 1929-1950.

"Modern" fours, including a 1934 Matchless "Silver Hawk" V-four, a 1934 Zundapp flat-four, a 1938 Nimbus SOHC inline-four, and two 1950s Ariel Square-Fours. Two one-of-a-kind, 1947 OHV factory prototypes (four and two-cylinder "Lightweights" by Torque Manufacturing Company), "Scouts", the rare "Pony" (30 c.i.d.) model, and a 1929 Model 101 (45 c.i.d.) round out the Indian collection. Early motorcycle power plants from Pierce (of automotive fame) and a Henderson four-cylinder engine converted to airplane use in, as an early Henderson advertisement calls them, "those flying machines", and for the vain, an AMCA-winning 1949 "Daytona" Norton Manx and 1947 Vincent Rapide "B".

Doc's second antique motorcycle, and first basket case, was an Ariel Square Four he found locally. Practicing his, "Find it, price it, then negotiate it.", philosophy, he expanded his collection seemingly by chance, but really only after thoroughly searching farm fields, junkyards, swap meets, garages, and talking to anyone who would listen - especially old timers he met while making house or barnyard visits.

"I never went out of my way.", he says. "Rather I was always in the right place at the right time.", is how he puts it. Funny, how a lot of "lucky" people say that. But this is exactly how he started on the road to fame with his three Aces - the largest known collection of restored Aces in the world, and positively the only one with world-record-holding, factory race engines.

Ace Motor Company was started by the Henderson Brothers after they split with the company that bore their name. They knew the quickest way to sales for their new venture was headlines, and they set out to make them. They built two very special race engines - one designed for sidecar and hill climb competition (XP-3) and the other for road racing (XP-4). These engines were pressure-lubricated when stock Ace engines used the splash method. In a effort to reduce weight, exotic alloys and castings were used throughout the engine including timing gear cover and carburetors of aluminum. Pistons, rods, and half-thickness gears were drilled until they looked like Swiss cheese.

In 1923, the year Doc was born, these Aces set world top speed records in solo (129 mph) and sidecar (106 mph) classes. The old solo top speed record was smashed by an astounding ten mph. Headlines proclaimed, "Wonderful results with the internal combustion engine!". These speed trials were held on the new concrete surface of Roosevelt Boulevard, outside the factory's doors in Philadelphia. Ace offered $10,000 to any motorcycle manufacturer that could beat their straight line record. They never had to pay.

One day, in 1978, Doc strolled into Gene Aucott's Philadelphia Vincent dealership and saw a partial frame, without engine, for an old motorcycle which turned out to be an Ace. "What are you going to do with that?", inquired Doc. "Give it to the junk man.", Gene answered. "Well the junk man's here!", retorted Doc and he was on his way to re-creating a bit of history.

Relying on old photos, an owners manual, and conversations with a then-elderly Red Wolverton, together with bits and pieces from three other Aces, he recreated the world record holding road racer. Only after spending countless hours fabricating no longer available parts, like handlebar controls, frame tubes, gas tanks, and a complete Merkel front suspension, but he still didn't have a race engine. For ten years a stock engine was housed in the re-created racer until good fortune again passed Doc's way. He learned the whereabouts of XP-3 and XP-4, then was contacted when they became available. His recreation would now be complete.
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