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Opening


Following God is Easy. All you have to do is give all areas of your life over to Him, trust in Him, and if you do this, you will have a peaceful, blessed life and live eternally in Heaven...

Wouldnt it be nice if it were that easy? If we could just read the sentence above and have our minds immediately grasp it? If we could instantliy give all our fears, cares, worries, and anxieties to Him and feel everlasting peace within ourselves? If that were the case, there would be no reason for me to write this book or for you continue to reading it. But unfortunately, it is not that easy.

Our minds sometimes need more explanation, and the points need to be explained repeatedly. That is what I am going to try to accomplish with this book, but as you read it, I want the opening statement, Following God is Easy, to always remain at the forefront of your mind because it is that simple.

If you are reading this book, it is because it is Gods plan for you to do so. You did not find this book by mistake. It does not matter if you have followed God your whole life and know every verse of the Bible, or if you are a person who has committed every sin possible and thinks there is no way that God could forgive you. This book will hopefully offer direction to help you grow in your relationship with the Lord. My prayer is that the Holy Spirit moves within you as you read this book.





ONE

How it All Started


Let me start with a confession: Im not a pastor, theologian, or seminary graduate. Im someone who reads the Bible daily, prays regularly, and still strugglesjust like you probably do. So why am I writing this book? Because I believe God asked me to, and Ive learned that obedience matters more than credentials.

As a person, I am not qualified to write this book, but as a vessel for the Holy Spirit, we are able to do all things through Christ. My prayer for this book is that none of the concepts or ideas are mine, but that God uses my hands to type in a meaningful direction that will help you grow in your faith and in your relationship with God.

I am writing this book because I believe God has called me to do so. He has given me ideas and concepts that I think will help people in their walk with God.

It all started for me about four years ago. I watched a movie that looked like it had the potential to be great, but when it was over I was very disappointed, and I started to realize that all movies are exactly the same. There are never any new ideas or original plots anymore. I went to bed that night saying to myself, I wish I could write because I know that I could come up with a way better plot and a new, original story better than what I just watched.

The reason I said that I wished I could write is because I am horrible at it. I can barely spell the word: cat. Typing out a long e-mail at work, something that would take most people five minutes, would take me thirty. There are always tons of misspelled words, and when I go back and read the sentences I wrote, they would not make any sense at all, or the sentence meaning would not be what I was trying to portray. So, the thought of me writing a whole book just seemed like it would be impossible.

The problem was that same night, I already started coming up with a new plot for a book. The first and last chapter came to me within minutes. I had whole conversations in my head, and the last chapter of the book seemed as though it would write itself. That next weekend, my wife and son went to visit friends in another state, and because of work commitments, I could not join them.

I had the weekend to myself. I decided to just try and write the first chapter of the book. It was like I thought. I got about one paragraph in, and my whole screen was full of red and blue lines with all the misspelled words and sentence structure errors. I went back and fixed all the errors in the first paragraph and looked at the clock and one hour had already passed.

Then I decided I would fix all the errors as I was typing, but as I tried that I would lose my train of thought on what I was trying to write. This turned out to be exactly like I expected.

Finally, for one last-ditch effort, I decided I would not care about the errors. I was just going to type out the whole chapter and fix everything at the end. To my surprise, this worked. It still took me about three more hours to write the first chapter but once I started typing it was just like the first night, the story seemed to start writing itself.

After I finished the first chapter that day, it was about two weeks before I tried to write again. I am in information technology (IT), and I travel for work so I decided that rather than watching movies on all my plane flights, I could use that time and the downtime in my hotels to write my book.

It took me about two years ofwriting during my travels to complete my book, but I finally completed it. Then I hired a self-publishing company to edit and help publish my book which took about another three months.

My book The Spy Who Did Not Know has been out for about two years now. I paid the publishing company $1,549.00 to help me edit and publish the book. So far, during these two years, it has sold about forty-six copies, earning me around $170. I did have grand thoughts that my first book might be an instant bestseller, but I now know that God gave me the ideas and passion to author that book just to show me that I could write a book.

I also made the mistake of writing the first book to fit a worldview. It has language and subject matter that, looking back, could have been written differently. A few years ago, God planted a seedan urge to write that wouldnt go away. My first book showed me that the process was possible. This is why that process mattered.

I am not sure if there is any way I would have believed, or started trying to author this book, if not for that one. It was around the time I was writing the fifth chapter of my old book that God started laying on my heart to author this book. I almost stopped writing that one to start this one, but at this point, I was not sure if I would be able to get it published. I had already put a lot of time and effort into it, so I decided to finish it, but I still struggled with this decision. If Gods plan were for this book and He just used the first one to get me started, why would I delay? It was weighing on me, but I decided that I had to finish the process. I needed to figure out the entire process of publishing a book to see if I really could do it.

This is one of the premises behind this book and why following God can sometimes feel so difficult. What is the right answer? If God tells you to do something, should you stop everything and do it? The answer is yes. On the other hand, if the process is delayed and it takes more time than you think it should, then that may also be Gods plan. If He is never wrong, then this book will be published at exactly the right time. So why should I have anxiety and worry about what to do when either way is fine? The answer is I should not worry.

All I can do is keep praying over the process and trust it will all turn out okay. If I let worry and fear get in the way, then I will find excuses not to write the book at all, and that would cause me to be more worried, because I am not doing what God asked me to do. The back and forth will never end, so the best way to manage that is to not worry in the first place, but to just let the Lord lead you and be at peace with yourself.

While reading this book, please be open-minded; if there is something you disagree with, just move on and continue to read. Do not let evil put thoughts in your mind or get fixated on one point that will distract you from reading all the other good points in the book that will help you grow in your relationship with God.

A common point I will be making in this book is how evil will use contradictions to keep your mind on things that are not important and distract you from the things that matter. So please, the first time you read through this book do not let yourself be distracted by ideas or points you disagree with. Just focus on the new ideas and points that will help you grow in your relationship with God.

Then, if you feel the need to, when you are done you can go back and disagree with all the ideas you do not like. But hopefully after reading this book, you will no longer have the desire to fight the little things that evil tries to distract us with and you will only be focused on a relationship with God.



Reflection

Are there things God has been calling you to do that you have been ignoring?
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