

[image: Cover Page]





[image: Title Page]








 

 


Dedication

For Jane, who has helped more than she knows, and for Joanna and Ben who once lived within the friary precincts.
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INTRODUCTION


Since writing my original Osprey volume on Bosworth in 1999, information about the battle and the fate of Richard III has greatly increased. From 2005 to 2010, the Battlefields Trust carried out detailed investigations to find the true location of the field, since several possible locations had been suggested. One aim was to discover the marsh around which the two armies had manoeuvred, so soil samples were taken from various possible sites, which disproved the theory that it lay around the foot of Ambion Hill, while a likely candidate was found some 2km west at Fen Hole. Finally, after numerous efforts by organized field walkers and detectorists, in March 2009, a 30mm round shot was found on the western periphery of the search area, followed by several other shot and relevant artefacts; the battlefield had finally been located. Further shot were found in 2016 and 2018.


Meanwhile, in March 2011, Philippa Langley of the Richard III Society approached the University of Leicester Archaeological Services to try to find the remains of Richard III and the Franciscan friary in which he had been laid. When funding had been secured, the work went ahead, and, in September 2012, a skeleton was discovered under what had become a Leicester council car park. On 4 February 2013, it was finally confirmed to be that of Richard III. Study of Richard’s skeleton showed the curvature of his spine conducive with scoliosis, while trauma to some of the bones strongly suggested these were sustained during his final moments at Bosworth and immediately following his death.


SOURCE MATERIAL


Despite the discovery of the battlefield and artefacts, documentary evidence remains a vital addition. Contemporary chroniclers of the battle present problems, often differing in their details and from later writers. John Rous, a scholar and chantry clerk from Warwick, completed a history of England (Historia Regum Angliae) in 1486, which provides some material. He was at first complimentary of Richard’s rule, but later became a great Tudor supporter. The other English source is the anonymous so-called ‘second continuator’ of the Crowland Abbey Chronicle, of c.1486, probably written by someone in Richard’s administration, perhaps John Russell, Bishop of Lincoln. Hostile to Richard, it does not offer much information on the battle, although it does describe the reactions of the nobles in Richard’s reign. Perhaps the best contemporary commentaries come from Continental sources. An unbiased source for the battle is Jean Molinet, writing at the Burgundian court by 1504 and probably before 1490. At the French court, Philippe de Commines, probably writing at a similar date, provided an account of the expedition. Despite meeting Henry, he is not obviously biased and openly questioned his claim to the throne. The Castilian Diego de Valera sent a memorandum on English affairs to the Spanish court in March 1486 that includes a description of Bosworth, using some information provided by Juan de Salazar, a Basque mercenary commander sent by Emperor Maximilian to assist Richard and who stood near him during the battle, although de Valera obtained this via merchants; he is hostile to Richard because of his presumed usurpation. Interestingly, Molinet describes Salazar, but does not mention him at Bosworth. A fragment of a lost letter from a French soldier at Bosworth (the so-called Spont fragment) also provides tantalizing information. The will of Thomas Longe, who served the Duke of Norfolk’s son, the Earl of Surrey, was made on 16 August, six days before the battle, when he relates he is going to the king’s host at Nottingham. Letters from men of rank are for raising troops, notably Norfolk’s request to John Paston. Similarly, most contemporary government papers or those of cities etc. that relate to the battle are calls for military service or reactions following Richard’s death.
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Richard III’s grave, discovered in 2012 in what had been part of the choir of Grey Friars Church. His skeleton can be seen in situ, the spine bearing evidence of the curvature of scoliosis. The grave was made slightly too small and his head is propped up in a corner, suggesting a hurried burial perhaps because of decomposition of the body. Following the Dissolution of the Monasteries, the site was sold in 1536 and the buildings destroyed two years later. By the later 20th century, it had become a council car park. The Richard III Centre was built partly over the grave to preserve it. (Mathew Morris – University of Leicester)





During the reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII, the idea took shape that their dynasty saved England from war and from a tyrant. The fullest chronicle is that of the Italian humanist Polydore Vergil, who came to England in 1502 and wrote the first part of his Anglica Historia between about 1503 and 1513, published in 1531. His account is measured and detailed in Renaissance style, but again is biased towards the Tudors, suggesting Richard was deceitful and dishonest. He probably spoke to some veterans (perhaps the Earl of Oxford himself) and provides information on the whole campaign and battle. Vergil was translated into English in about 1540 by Edward Hall, but the latter inserted passages such as speeches; Raphael Holinshed copied Hall. The Great Chronicle of London was compiled between 1500 and 1513 probably by Robert Fabyan, a man who lived in the capital during Richard’s reign and had been a cloth merchant, alderman and sheriff of London; it is also hostile to Richard, but provides some information. Thomas More’s History of King Richard III (English version), written between 1512 and 1519 for the Tudor court, was not going to be an unbiased account.
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Richard III, as depicted in the contemporary Rous Roll, flanked by his queen, Anne Neville, and their only son, Edward, whose death in 1484 would shatter his parents’ hopes for the succession. Both Richard and Edward wear plate armour, and the king carries a diamond-section thrusting sword. (By permission of the British Library, MS. 48976, figs 62–64)





Ballads can also be worth consulting, but with caution. The earliest is The Rose of England, probably composed in 1485 but only surviving in a 17th-century version. The Ballad of Bosworth Field was probably composed by a member of the Stanley retinue, but, again, only survives in a 17th-century copy. The Song of Lady Bessy is a romantic, late 16th-century ballad about Elizabeth of York, although some elements may date from between 1495 and 1504 because it mentions the death of Sir William Stanley, but not of Thomas. It may have been written by Humphrey Brereton, formerly an esquire in Lord Stanley’s service. In about 1600, Sir John Beaumont, descended from the Earls of Oxford, wrote Bosworth Field; although it borrows from other works, some parts are found nowhere else and should be seriously considered.


However, the archaeological and written evidence still allows scope for various interpretations of the positions of the armies and their movements during the battle. All we can be certain of is the outcome. What follows is one view of events on that summer day in 1485.


	

ORIGINS OF THE CAMPAIGN


YORK VS LANCASTER


The struggle between the houses of York and Lancaster has its origins in the children of King Edward III. During the early 15th century, the throne was held by the descendants of Edward’s eldest son John of Gaunt, and his wife Blanche of Lancaster. When Henry VI inherited the crown in 1422 as a minor, his youth and later unsuitability as king led to a challenge from Richard, Duke of York, himself the grandson of Gaunt’s younger brother, Edmund of York. Initially the dispute was rather about bad government and there was little evidence of a desire to remove Henry; when Henry VI was captured after the First Battle of St Albans in May 1455, he was treated well. However, as opposition to the Yorkists continued, especially from Queen Margaret and her supporters, attitudes on both sides hardened until Richard of York formerly laid claim to the throne in 1460. After Richard of York’s death at the Battle of Wakefield that December, his sons Edward of York and Richard of Gloucester (the latter his youngest) continued the struggle. In 1461, Edward won a victory at Towton, the bloodiest battle ever fought on English soil, but four years later made the mistake of marrying in secret to Elizabeth Woodville, a widow and a Lancastrian, neither of which endeared her to the king’s circle. Furthermore, her family began entrenching themselves. The ‘readeption’ of Henry VI in 1470–71 followed, but Edward returned to defeat the Lancastrians at Barnet and then Tewkesbury in 1471, where Henry’s son, Prince Edward, met his end. The night that Edward rode into London, Henry died suspiciously in the Tower. Gloucester had taken the orders, but there is no evidence he was directly involved. Queen Margaret continued in opposition and Jasper Tudor escaped from Wales, taking his nephew Henry to France. Also descended from John of Gaunt, Henry provided the last link to the throne for disgruntled Lancastrians to gather round.
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Simplified genealogical table, showing the family connections of York and Lancaster. (Author’s collection)
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Edward IV, based on a portrait datable before 1472. The slightly fleshy appearance belies the look of this imposing monarch. When his tomb was opened in 1789, his skeleton measured 1.9m (6ft 3¾in.). Noted for his good looks, he was something of a womanizer. (Royal Collection Trust © Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, 2020/Bridgeman Images)





King Edward IV died on 9 April 1483, two weeks after suffering what appears to have been a stroke, leaving the crown to his young son, Prince Edward. In York, Richard, as uncle and protector of the young prince, received an oath of obedience from the lords and gentry of the area. There is no evidence until the end of April that he planned to take the crown; indeed, he heard that the Woodvilles were entrenching themselves more firmly. At Northampton, Richard and the Duke of Buckingham learned that the royal party had reached Stony Stratford on its way down Watling Street. The queen’s brother, Anthony, Lord Rivers, stayed behind to greet Richard, but next morning was arrested for treason and sent north. Richard overtook the young princes and escorted them to London, where they were met with a rapturous welcome on 4 May. Edward’s chamberlain, Lord Hastings, was arrested at a council in the Tower of London and summarily beheaded on Tower Green, other potential enemies also being seized. Prince Edward was now in the Tower, a palace as well as fortress and prison, but Queen Elizabeth Woodville fled to the sanctuary of Westminster Abbey with her youngest son, to which the Archbishop of Canterbury was despatched to persuade her to let him join his elder brother in the royal castle.


 On Sunday, 22 June, Dr Ralph Shaw announced at St Paul’s Cross that the two princes were bastards, citing their father’s previous marriage contract with another woman before his marriage to Elizabeth Woodville. It was repeated two days later by Buckingham, who added that Edward, son of Richard’s brother George, Duke of Clarence, was also ineligible because of his father’s treason. Therefore, on 26 June Richard received the petition at Baynard’s Castle near Blackfriars and rode in procession to Westminster Hall to be acclaimed king. The coronation went well, with some notable names present: the dukes of Norfolk and Buckingham, the earls of Northumberland, Kent and Lincoln, and Lord Stanley. Even the latter’s wife, Margaret Beaufort, Countess of Richmond and mother of Henry Tudor, was present in the retinue of Queen Anne.


Over this hung the question of the two young princes in the Tower, where they were seen less and less, and eventually not at all. The Italian commentator Dominic Mancini, who left England in early July 1483, said that by that time many thought the boys already dead. Richard never produced the princes to scotch the rumours, nor denied them. Although it seems extremely likely that they were murdered, a culprit has never been proven.


REBELLION


Richard began his reign with a progress around England to reinforce his sovereignty. He travelled from London to Windsor and thence to Oxford, Gloucester, Worcester, Warwick, Leicester and Nottingham. Then he moved up to York, where his son Edward was created Prince of Wales. Returning south via Lincoln, it was here on 11 October that Richard learned a rebellion had broken out in several southern shires. More disturbing and hurtful was the discovery that one of the ringleaders was Buckingham. His royal blood suggested this could be a bid for the throne. His father had been killed fighting for Henry VI at St Albans in 1455, his grandfather at Northampton in 1460, so he had little reason to embrace Richard’s regime; perhaps he had helped Richard remove Edward’s heirs and now might use Henry Tudor to remove Richard, or perhaps Buckingham was simply drawn into what seemed a good opportunity to seize power or be on the winning side. Encouraged by the Woodvilles and the Marquess of Dorset, other notables had joined. The chief rebels across the south were men of standing: those
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RICHARD TAKES CONTROL
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