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All praise is due to Allah. May blessings and peace be bestowed upon our Prophet Muhammad.

The publication of the book entitled “Shi’a Have Been Foretold by the Messenger of Allah,” we hope that readers will gain a deeper understanding of matters related to Shi’ism. These include temporary marriage (nikah mut’ah), Shi’a versions of religious scriptures, the Shi’a concept of Imam Mahdi, as well as the responses—or more precisely, the praises—of Sayyidina ‘Ali toward Sayyidina Abu Bakr, Sayyidina ‘Umar, and Sayyidina ‘Uthman.

Among the interesting articles in this book is the one that serves as the book’s title, namely “Shi‘a Have Been Foretold by the Messenger of Allah.” This article contains news from the Messenger of Allah regarding the emergence of the Shi’a. Even the leader of their imams, Imam ‘Ali, also alluded to and criticized the appearance of the Shi’a.

Interesting, isn’t it? Therefore, we hope that there is no harm in you sharing this book with your fellow companions in struggle. May it be beneficial!
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Chapter 1: Shi’a: Foretold by the Messenger of Allah
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As a group that has long been recognized by scholars as a religious faction extremely fanatical toward Sayyidina ‘Ali, the Shi ‘a have committed many deviations, whether in matters of creed (‘aqidah), religious law (shari‘ah), or other aspects. Some scholars have even labeled the group which emerged toward the end of the caliphate of Sayyidina ‘Uthman as described by Imam Muhammad Abu Zahrah as stated in Târîkh Mazâhib al-Islâmiyyah, as a separate group within Islam.

However, who would have thought that this group had already been foretold by the Messenger of Allah, as mentioned by Imam at-Tabrani in al-Mu‘jam al-Kabîr.

“From Ibn ‘Abbas, who said: I was once in the presence of the Prophet ﷺ together with ‘Ali. At that time, the Prophet said to ‘Ali, ‘O ‘Ali, there will appear among my community a group who go to extremes in loving us, the Ahl al-Bayt. They will be known as the Rāfiḍah. Therefore, kill them, for they are a polytheistic people.’”

Ibn Hajar al-Haytami, in Majma‘al-Zawā’id, classified this hadith as hasan (good).

Likewise, just as the Messenger of Allah ﷺ spoke about this group, Sayyidina ‘Ali also made a similar statement regarding the group foretold by the Messenger of Allah. Sayyidina ‘Ali said, “After us, there will emerge a people who claim to love you. They will frequently lie in your name, and in reality, they have departed from Islam. Their distinguishing trait is that they are fond of reviling Abu Bakr and ‘Umar.”

In terminological usage, the Rāfiḍah refers to a faction among the Shi’a who fabricate falsehoods in their support of the Ahl al-Bayt. This group rejects the leadership of Sayyidina Abu Bakr, Sayyidina ‘Umar, and some of the Companions of the Messenger of Allah. They are particularly inclined to insulting the Companions because, according to their belief, the Companions denied the appointment of Sayyidina ‘Ali as the successor to the Messenger of Allah.

Regarding the origin of this designation, Abu al-Qasim al-Isfahani, Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, al-Shahrastani, and Ibn Taymiyyah are of the opinion that the term Rāfiḍah was applied to the Ithna ‘Ashariyyah Imami Shi’a because of their rejection of Zayd ibn ‘Ali Zayn al-‘Abidin ibn al-Husayn (79–122 AH). This rejection occurred because Zayd ibn ‘Ali continued to honor Abu Bakr and ‘Umar when his followers demanded that he curse and revile them, which led those followers to turn away from him and abandon him.

From that moment, Zayd ibn ‘Ali Zayn al-‘Abidin ibn al-Husayn said, “Rafaḍtumūnī” (“You have rejected me”). It was this statement of his that caused the term Rāfiḍah to become widely known and remain popular up to the present day.
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Chapter 2: The Companions of the Prophet
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One of the doctrines of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamā‘ah is to love and honor the Companions of the Prophet. The Companions of the Prophet are Muslims who met him directly and passed away while remaining adherents of Islam. All of them were students of the Messenger of Allah, and therefore they became the best of people. A great teacher produces great students as well.

There is abundant evidence recorded in the Qur’an that the Companions of the Prophet constitute the best community. Allah says, “You are the best nation brought forth for mankind” (Qur’an, Āl ‘Imrān 3:110). What is meant by “you” in this verse are the Companions of the Prophet, for they were the community directly addressed at the time this verse was revealed.

The selection of the Companions of the Prophet as the best of people is entirely logical. They were a community that learned Islam directly from its original source, namely the Prophet himself. Naturally, they possessed far greater understanding than later generations. A person who understands Islam more deeply will certainly be better than one whose understanding is limited.

Moreover, they almost daily witnessed the noble character of the Messenger of Allah. This encouraged them to imitate his conduct, for goodness that is seen repeatedly will naturally give rise to affection. From this affection, they consistently imitated the goodness of the Prophet. In addition, they received daily guidance and attention from the Messenger of Allah to behave virtuously, such that goodness became a habit for the Companions—one that was difficult to abandon.

Furthermore, because they are the best community, the Messenger of Allah guaranteed guidance for those who follow in their footsteps. The Messenger of Allah said, “My Companions are like stars; whichever of them you follow, you will be guided.” (Narrated by al-Bayhaqi)

In the hadith above, the Messenger of Allah encourages the Muslim community to consistently emulate the Companions of the Prophet. They occupy the second position of role models after the Messenger of Allah himself. This means that a Muslim who truly wishes to adhere to pure Islam must emulate the Prophet and his Companions. If the Companions of the Prophet were not the best community, the Messenger of Allah would not have instructed the Muslim ummah to take them as public exemplars.

In fact, beyond the arguments mentioned above, there are many other evidences that demonstrate that they are the best community. Nevertheless, there are still groups that frequently demean them and even declare them disbelievers.

This extreme attitude of belittling and excommunicating them certainly wounds the hearts of the followers of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamā‘ah. For Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamā‘ah, the Companions of the Prophet must be respected and honored. They were loyal Muslims who consistently accompanied the Prophet in spreading the message of Islam, in times of ease as well as hardship; they repeatedly participated in military campaigns and expeditions; and they willingly sacrificed their wealth and lives for the benefit of Islam and the Muslims.

Moreover, the pain felt by Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamā‘ah also arises from the audacious act of cursing and declaring disbelievers those whom Allah Himself has praised. Allah says:

“The first forerunners among the Muhājirīn and the Anṣār, and those who followed them with excellence—Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him. He has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they will abide forever. That is the great success.” (Qur’an, al-Tawbah 9:100)

Thus, if the Companions are considered disbelievers, is it possible that they would attain the pleasure of Allah and ultimately become inhabitants of Paradise?
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Chapter 3: Is This How the Shi’a Believe in the Book of Allah?
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Belief in the Books of Allah is part of the pillars of faith. This matter also falls under fundamental principles that are axiomatic in religion, commonly referred to as ma‘lūm min ad-dīn bi al-ḍarūrah. From this, it is already clear that denying the Book of Allah can lead to disbelief. We seek refuge in Allah.

Throughout its history, Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamā‘ah—as the only group that will be saved (al-firqah al-nājiyah)—has always firmly upheld the concept of faith in the Book of Allah. The question then arises: what is the Shi’a concept of faith regarding the Books of Allah? Is it the same as that of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamā‘ah?

Based on data contained in Shi’a literature, it can be concluded that this sect also believes in the Books of Allah. However, they hold beliefs that are considered irregular and different from those traditionally upheld. They believe that there are other sacred books besides the Torah, the Gospel, the Psalms, and the Qur’an. They claim that their imams possess a number of books whose sanctity is equivalent to that of the Qur’an. Furthermore, they propagate the idea that Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamā‘ah refuses to acknowledge these books.

In addition, they claim that the imams are obliged to judge certain cases using their respective scriptures. This means that the Qur’an no longer applies universally. Yet, as is well known, the law (sharī‘ah) of the Prophet Muhammad is the only law of Allah that applies on earth. With the revelation of the Qur’an, previous scriptures are no longer operative.

Regarding the compilation of the Qur’an, the Shi’a also hold an unusual belief. They claim that the Qur’an currently in circulation does not represent the entirety of the Qur’an revealed to the Messenger of Allah. They assert that only Sayyidina ‘Ali compiled the Qur’an in its complete and perfect form.

However, aside from the fact that the existence of this so-called Mushaf of ‘Ali is nothing more than a fiction, Sayyidina ‘Ali readily accepted the muṣḥaf compiled through the efforts of Caliph ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan. Had it truly been the case that only Sayyidina ‘Ali had recorded the Qur’an perfectly; he would certainly have firmly rejected the ‘Uthmanic muṣḥaf that is widely circulated today. Yet historical reality says otherwise. From the very beginning until he himself became caliph, Sayyidina ‘Ali never attempted to replace the existing Qur’an with the muṣḥaf claimed by the Shi’a to be the only authentic one.

In addition to the Mushaf of ‘Ali, they also claim to possess a muṣḥaf revealed to Sayyidah Fatimah. It is alleged that this muṣḥaf was given to Sayyidah Fatimah as consolation after the death of the Messenger of Allah. Within it are said to be details of events that will occur until the Day of Judgment. If this were true, would not the murder of Sayyidina ‘Ali, Sayyidah Fatimah’s husband, be among the events foretold? How could the daughter of the Messenger of Allah be consoled if she knew that her husband would later be killed? From this, it becomes apparent that the Shi’a do not consider the contradictions inherent in their false claims.

Therefore, the final point to be noted from this brief discussion is that the so-called Shi’a “heavenly scriptures,” such as the Mushaf of ‘Ali or the Mushaf of Fatimah, have never surfaced, because all these books are nothing more than fiction. Consequently, they always conclude their claims with the same ending: that these books are currently in the possession of al-Mahdi, who is in occultation. Is there any other argument from the Shi’a besides the claim of the occultation of al-Mahdi?
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