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    This book is lovingly dedicated to the precious memory of my mother—Dorothy M. Rhodes. Every evening she would gather the family together to read to us from a children’s devotional, a Bible commentary, and also a chapter of the Bible. It was because of this practice that at the age of four, I told her I wanted to get saved. She then led me to the Lord. During the time I was writing this book, she encouraged me and prayed for me and desired to finally be able to read it. However, the God of David, whom she loved and faithfully served, had other plans for her; He called her to be with Him on January 6, 2018. While I miss her very much, to be with Christ is far better than any experience on earth. I am so thankful to her for all of her love, prayers, and best wishes for me, as well as her consistent Christian testimony.
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Introduction

In my many years of going to church, learning, and listening, I thought I had an average grasp of the basics of the Bible. Perhaps I did, since I grew up in a Christian home, went to a Christian school, and went to Sunday school. However, as an adult, I talked to several women who did not have a good, if any, understanding of some of the stories of the great heroes of the Bible, especially those in the Old Testament, David being one of them. Those who did know something about ancient history as recorded in the Bible did not realize these taught biblical “stories” were also for us today. Even though some may read their Bibles daily, people read without comprehension too often, so I felt that some teaching about these Bible characters would be beneficial.

I once taught a Sunday school class on the life of David; and the memories of what I studied to teach my class, and attempted to make alive for my students, became the basis of this book. During the time I was teaching the Sunday school class, one lady at church remarked, “Everyone loves David!”

The character of David is so attractive because we can all relate to him, and he is one of the Bible’s best heroes. He is a man who went from poverty to riches and experienced both failures and successes. And though he was neither an exemplary husband nor father, he was still a powerful warrior who protected his nation and never lost a battle. He wrote most of the book of Psalms, and he is referred to as the “sweet psalmist of Israel.” Ironically, David battled with bouts of depression and fear, which is conveyed poignantly in many of his psalms, including his most famous one of all, Psalm 23. Despite his failures, David is referred to by God as “a man after mine own heart” (Acts 13:22).

This book is a devotional based on events in the life of David, the second king of Israel, who is referred to as a man after God’s own heart (1Samuel 13:14). Daily, for a thirty-day period, there is: 


		a Bible reading about one of the events in David’s life and one of his psalms, 

		a Bible lesson that recaps that particular incident in his life, 

		a section called Ponderings of a Woman after God’s Own Heart, 

		what we can learn from David, and 

		a suggested prayer.



The King David story is recorded in the biblical books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles. After studying the thirty events in the life of David highlighted in this book, I hope you will go back and read the full account of David’s life as recorded in the Bible.

David went from being an unknown shepherd boy to the greatest king Israel ever knew. He was a direct ancestor of Christ, and he was promised by God that his throne would be established by Him forever (2 Samuel 7:16). This promise and prophecy of God is referring to the millennial reign of Jesus Christ (the most famous Son of David) after His second coming.

It is my desire that you will learn more about David while challenging your own Christian life in order to become more of a woman after God’s own heart. My hope and prayer for you is that this little book will help you to draw closer to the God of David.

In Christ,

Mary Jane Humes

 

 


Author’s Note

Many times in Scripture, and sometimes in my writing, the word “Lord” is used when referring to a particular passage of Scripture. This designation with all capital letters is not a typo, nor is it used to show importance. Many times the name of God, referred to as Lord, is the translation of Jehovah in the Old Testament.

The reason for all capitals versus the capital “L” followed by lowercase letters is to differentiate the meanings between two different Hebrew words, both translated into the English language as “Lord." The word translated into the English language from the Hebrew is Lord, all capitals, denoting God’s personal name. The word “Lord” (as compared to Lord) is one of His titles. Psalm 8:1 “O Lord our Lord…” is an excellent example, showing the reader there are different meanings for the same word. The word “Lord” (Jehovah) is not a title of God, it is rather a name of God, specifically God’s personal name.

When the Bible uses the name Lord, the writer is implying a closeness, a friendship, between God and the speaker. It is saying the mighty Creator God and the speaker are on a first-name basis. It is similar to calling your friend by her first name rather than the more formal but very accurate title of Mrs. Jones, for example. When you see the name of God as Lord —all capital letters, know God is showing us that He and the one using His name have a close, friendly, trusting relationship. Many Bible scholars, and I, too, believe the names of both Jehovah and Lord refer to the second Person of the Godhead, none other than the preincarnate Jesus Christ.

 


Day 1: David—A Man after God’s Own Heart

Daily Bible Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1–13 and Psalm 8

Today’s Verse: “The Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)

Bible Lesson: This is the chapter in which we are introduced to David. God sent the prophet Samuel to the family of Jesse to find the next king. God told Samuel He was going to take the kingdom of Israel away from King Saul and give it to a man after His own heart (Acts 13:22). Samuel’s job was to find the future king and anoint him.

Jesse had eight sons. Samuel started with the oldest of Jesse’s sons, Eliab, who presented himself before Samuel. He was tall, good-looking, and no doubt had a kingly bearing. Samuel thought, This must be the one, but God said, “No, I have refused him: for the Lord ... looketh on the heart” (v. 7). This same scenario was repeated six more times, with Samuel inspecting each of the young men. After the last one was rejected, Samuel must have thought either God made a mistake or there was another son who had not been brought before him.

Out of desperation, Samuel asked Jesse the obvious question, “Are here all thy children?” (v. 11). Jesse admitted his youngest was keeping the sheep. Obviously, Jesse considered the youngest member of his family as not important enough, or just plain too young; but Samuel said, “Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither” (v. 11). Samuel was probably thinking something to the effect of, This has to be the one; there’s no one else left.

God confirmed to Samuel that this young man, the eighth son of Jesse—David by name—was the one chosen by Him to be the future king of Israel. He was, we find out, the man after God’s own heart.

At this first meeting of David, an understanding of David’s heart is not obvious. However, as we study the life, actions, and words of David contained in Psalms, the focus of his heart becomes quite evident. As he matured in years and experiences, he never stopped trusting in God, even in times of extreme personal grief and disappointment.

Ponderings of a Woman after God’s Heart: David was the eighth son of Jesse. According to Bible scholars, the number eight in the Bible is the number of new beginnings. David was the start of a new line of kings in Israel, a line of kings God promised would continue “forever” (2 Samuel 7:16). This promise God gave David was a forward look to the millennial reign of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, at his second advent.

If you are reading this devotional, you obviously desire to learn how to be a woman after












