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			Given space, you and I may be.
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			Introduction

			French scientist and philosopher Gaston Bachelard (1884 - 1962) explored and examined poetics and poetry in great depth over the course of his lifetime, particularly examining the poetics of natural elements, of which he identified the four that are traditionally considered:

			Fire

			Water

			Air 

			Earth

			In addition, however, he (effectively) identified two further elements, or dimensions, for his examination:

			Time

			Space

			The Bachelard Interpreted poetry series responds to each of these elements and dimensions, as well as encompassing some of Bachelard’s further scientific and literary interests.

			A Choir of Whispers takes Bachelard’s explorations of the poetic possibilities inherent in psychological, emotional, and physical space and interprets the concepts and ideas he described in his seminal work The Poetics of Space (1964) into new and interpretive poetry.

			This collection explores ideas of confinement and expansion, the concept of space as a location to store memories, feelings and associations. Places in the heart, both locked and open. It considers our lives, from basement to attic and from a lidded shoebox filled with unexpected memories to chest of drawers containing unexpected revelations. 

			A Choir of Whispers follows Bachelard through all the rooms of the mind and lays them out in the accessible format of free-verse story-telling poetry.

			

			Note: A Choir of Whispers is one of a series of poetry collections inspired by the work of Gaston Bachelard. References to the Bachelard translations that have been relied on as source materials for this project are listed at the end of this book.
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			a fine cabinetry

			it was the work
of a craftsman

			a cabinet maker

			the construction
not of the cabinet
but its drawer

			fine-jointed

			a neat alignment
of dovetails
tight-fitted

			the wood treated
lovingly
to emphasize natural
highlights

			finished
with shine
and a warm glow

			concealed 
within the grain
a false section
accessible only by
trick
or feel

			sized to accommodate
this drawer
was a smooth glider
and responsive

			over the years
it had grown
from desk size
to deep filing cabinet

			

			both its compartments
now
so much bigger

			and the false place —
the secret holder —
resides a long way
down

		

	
		
			the inheritance

			it was a closet
of sorts
a tiny room-space
for storing things
not
in current use

			small chests
caskets
biscuit tins
with commemorative pictures
stamped 
into the metal of the lid

			shoe boxes

			one on top of another
stacked only enough
to ensure
there could be no chaos
through slippage

			a cascade of colour
with each container
tentatively sealed

			held closed from the outside
as though to prevent
a random attempted escape
by the contents

			from the floor
to above her full height . . .

			stack beside stack
filled the space
cubically

			

			she tentatively grasped
one small chest
and turned the key . . .
raised the lid . . .

			and . . .

			oh!

			the sound

			the colour

			the sensation
of feet
kicking through
the autumn’s leaves

		

	
		
			the lacquered box

			when he opened the box
he found a small stack
of unsealed —
much handled —
letters

			loosely bound
by a knotted string
together with a shivered splinter
of wood

			the splinter
fit
into a space . . .

			the bottom of the box
loosened

			came out . . .

			lying flat on the new bottom
of the box
was a photograph —
discoloured sepia —
together with a shivered splinter
of wood

			the splinter
fit
into a space . . .

			the bottom of the box
loosened

			came out . . .

			

			lying flat on the new bottom
of the box
was a lock
of golden hair

			soft and delicate

			bound by a strip
of scarlet ribbon
together 
with a shivered splinter
of wood . . .

			he looked
a long time
at the wooden splinter

			then slowly put the pieces
of the lacquered box —
and their secrets —
back together
the way they had been
before

		

	
		
			snail

			I am home
in the here 
I am

			I think my house
grown
all around me

			when I move
my home and I
are only 
one
wherever
we go

			I grow my home
with spit
from the heart
of my deep
desire

			and we are one

			we will
be one

			until
the day
we die
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