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An epic Roman Empire military thriller
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by 

Brent Reilly
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Author has sold 500,000 thrillers, including 400,000 on Amazon.com with 2 million page views

(see proof in About the Author).

4 legions vs 5 armies. So many enemies, so little time... Real hero; real history. Before he becomes Roman emperor in 383 AD, Magnus Maximus is a suicidal son with nothing to lose. When Germani assassinate his father to stop the Roman army from invading Alamannia, the angry orphan, now with time to kill, joins the legions with a vengeance. Though his superiors hate him, this extraordinary warrior rises in the ranks with enough flaws for a Greek tragedy until he commands elite Heruli. When a vengeful genius convinces 5 kingdoms to invade 5 distinct regions of Britain, Emperor Valentinian sends Magnus there to die fighting a hopeless cause on a lawless island overrun by 200,000 angry enemies. After all, how could Magnus beat Saxon, Scotti, Pict, Attacotti, and Hiberni armies, plus thousands of robbers and raiders, and the brilliant mastermind behind what historians call The Great Conspiracy of 367? Watch a larger-than-life killer hero with fatal flaws and lethal aim wage an impossible war under extraordinary circumstances as Magnus leaps off the page and runs for his life. Enjoy the 4th century today and meet the greatest Roman you’ve never heard of!

QUOTABLE QUOTES: So many stories sound similar, but this stunning saga is fun, fast, and funny, like when Magnus says: “Paying for sex is against my principles, but my wife insists”, “Luca had great parents, but most babies fuck that up”, “I want immortality, but not if it takes forever”, “Do all women fake orgasm? Or am I just doing it wrong?”, “You pay compliments as if expecting a receipt”, “I haven’t felt this dumb since I tried losing my virginity”, “Grandpa was an abusive drunk, so dad abuses me sober”, “My wife is so beautiful that, averaged together, we’re good looking”, “At work, I grind it out like an ugly whore”, “I speak gibberish, but I can’t read or write it”, “My wife has a body that just won't quit, while mine retired years ago”, “Tag can’t touch this”, “I might be crazy, but I don’t suffer from insanity”, “Mom, the food you left didn’t taste right”, “I’m great at lying and I’m probably good at statistics”, “Until I lost my virginity, I didn’t know what I was getting into”, “I haven’t had a conversation this expensive since I proposed”, “I feel like a centipede on its last leg”, “Am I right to go left or wrong to go right?”, “I’ll procrastinate later”, “Most tomorrows look like yesterday, but not today”, “There’s plenty of fish in the sea, but they won’t nibble my bait”, “Honesty is expensive”, “Until I married, I didn’t know I could be a smart ass, dumb ass, and jackass in the same sentence”, “I’m loud in bed and I snore”, “Life is precious, but lives are cheap”, “I’m so good at sleeping that I can go years without waking”, “I feel like a whore selling virginity”, “Sir, our half-measures are a quarter complete”, “I feel like a donkey owner who just kicked his own ass”, “The faster we innovate, the sooner we’re obsolete,” “Sex is like barley soup; a few hours later, I’m hungry for more!”, “Immortality never gets old”, “When not working, I feel broken”, “They look like dung beetles, seeking free shit”, “Move ahead or get left behind”, “Why do men shake with the hand they masturbate with?”, “You’re strange, but I’m even odder”, “Life’s an adventure, not a vacation, and shit happens on adventures”, “101% of negative numbers never lie and 11 out of every 9 statistics might mislead”, “Ever since mama drank my poison, I’ve had a pebble in my boot”, “Three of my evil twins say I’m sane”, “I’m upwind if you need to fart”, “Are you being facetious or disingenuous?", “The smallest kids give the biggest hugs”, “Talking to the dead is normal; the dead talking back is crazy”, “I feel like a bird, tired of winging it”, “A soul is not something you have, but something you are”, “I’m busy, so I’ll be honest”, “I’m often smart”, “Numbers don’t count”, “I’d give you a piece of my mind if I had any left”, “To kill time, maybe I’ll murder a minute”, “Exaggerate? Sir, I wouldn’t exaggerate in a trillion years!”, “I haven’t been this scared since I proposed”, “I’ve seen the future and, like Archimedes’ vacuum toilet, it sucks ass”, “The smart do dumber things than idiots”, “Too bad being a parent isn’t as fun as becoming one”, “Righteousness feels wrong”, “Capital punishment costs too much”, “I can suck and blow at the same time”, “Dying is easy; living is hard”, “Happiness is the best cosmetic”, “Being ordinary doesn’t make you normal”, “I’m sorry to apologize for the words I regret saying”, “Folks find me beautiful because all my ugliness is inside”, “I do not have a speech impudament”, “I feel like a nympho, too busy to fuck around”, “I lost my mind, but it’s probably around here somewhere”, and “I always finish what I star...”. Magnus is unforgettable, so read it now. 

PRAISE FOR MAGNUS MAXIMUS 1 FROM AMAZON VERIFIED REVIEWS: “Best historical novel I’ve read.” “4th century historical fiction at its finest.” “You can feel the fire as the Roman Empire explodes. Great series!” “Learn why Rome fell. Magnus puts it all in historical context. Great historical fiction.” “Ambitious, outrageous, and audacious in scale, depth, and detail. Brilliantly told... I could feel the fire as Londinium burned. A remarkable read that kept me glued to my screen.” “I couldn’t stop reading. Magnus flew off the page... The giant blue Pict was sensational.” “How military fiction should be written. It’s fast, fun, and full of fighting...A tight tale that never bogs down.” “Highly addictive. Great book. The pace was fast and the fighting furious. Magnus shines.” “Magnus is dark, daring, and dangerous.” “Shines a bright light on a dark time. Book 1 starts good, then the saga soars!” “A stunning depiction of the fall of Rome. This saga is great. Highly recommended.” “Great military history...Great portrayal of historical characters.” “Nice battle scenes and excellent suspense.” “An action packed historical adventure.” “A pleasure to read. Fast and fun. I’ll be getting the next one.” “Great portrait of the withdrawal of Rome.” “Fantastic story. Great action.” “A blast! Sheer entertainment. Now I want the next one.”  “Great history... Amazing real men... Magnus stands up and stands out.” “Magnus Maximus is Julius Caesar with a killer attitude.”

PRAISE FOR THE 1ST MAGNUS MAXIMUS TRILOGY FROM AMAZON VERIFIED REVIEWS: “6 stars! A super satisfying series with no equal. Magnus is a towering hero. It chilled me to see Rome fall.” “Greatest historical saga ever! A 30-book gift to history fans. Magnus lights up the Dark Ages. Immersive, seductive, spectacular saga. A master storyteller gives a world tour of antiquity with brutal battles, killer characters, and expert world building. Magnus is good at being bad and bad at being good. This easy read is hard to put down as historical characters come to life to kill again. Head-snapping twists make riveting reading.” “An impressive masterpiece. Extremely good. Lower the portcullis and read this armed.” “A stunning and satisfying storytelling triumph. It’s visual, vicious, and visceral. Historical fiction doesn’t get any better. It’s impressively researched, beautifully written, epic in scope, rich in historical detail, and powerfully plotted.” “Phenomenal 4th century historical fiction! The Big Reveal in Book 30 blew my mind.” “A gripping page turner. A fantastic historical account of a pivotal event in British and Roman history.” “Smart, bold, and original. Wonderfully written and cleverly crafted. Magnus’ boss and his boss’ boss want to kill him, so it must be Tuesday. A great book and a magnificent series.” “This extraordinary saga has me reeling.” “Next-level historical fiction. A swift plot and a satisfying climax.” “Great story, well told. Magnus is fascinating. Clever plot. I’ll be reading the rest.” “I’m hooked. The pages fly by and kept me up at night.” “An exciting action adventure... The villains came across as real. Great historical fiction.” “An incredible saga. Rich with history, this was a thrilling read. The plot was huge and the characters believable.” “A great look at 4th century events. Magnus stands out.” “Excellent historical fiction. Well written. Highly recommended.” “The 4th century was never better. This saga has it all.” “The battles were brutal and the dialogue snappy.” “A triumph! Magnus has a cause worth dying for.” “Exciting story. A fast plot with cool characters.” “Awesome book. A killer hero. The best heroes have the worst flaws.” “A great read. Amazing historical fiction. Simply brilliant.” “Unforgettable historical fiction.” “A priceless treasure that I devoured.”

Magnus Maximus 1 hit #1 in Medieval Military History, #1 in Historical Thrillers, #1 in Military Thrillers, #1 in War Fiction, #1 in Military Science Fiction, #1 in Historical Fantasy, #1 in Technothrillers, #1 in Post-Apocalyptic Science Fiction, #1 in Dark Horror, #1 in Suspense, #1 in Time Travel Science Fiction, #1 in Saga Fiction, #1 in Science Fiction Adventure, #1 in Greco-Roman Fantasy, #1 in Teen & Young Adult Military Historical Fiction Ebooks, and #1 in Alternative History on Amazon.com.
Enjoy the entire 31-book Saga because a lot happens in the 4th century: 1) the invention of the stirrup revolutionizes warfare; 2) horse archers weaponize the stirrup to cripple the Roman, Persian, Chinese, Indian, Korean, and Japanese empires; 3) the only Native American society to mint gold coins in Colombia; 4) Totonaca usurpers invade the Mayan Yucatan; 5) the Wari Empire conquers the Andes a millennia before the Incas; 6) a million-man army loses the Battle of the Fei River; 7) Japan’s only ruling teenage empress invades Korea; 8) the virtual unification of Korea under Gwan the Great a millennia before Koreans write down their language; 9) northern India’s second Golden Age under the Gupta Empire, 1300 years after India’s first university; 10) China invaded by five barbarian tribes; 11) Indonesia’s first thalassocracy; 12) the first pope in 384 AD and Europe’s first non-military hospital; 13) the only fucking pope succeeded by his biological son (a guilty bastard who named himself Pope Innocence); 14) agreeing on the current 27-book New Testament in 397 AD; 15) the oldest complete copy of the New Testament to survive; 16) India invents trigonometry, which leads to calculating longitude at sea and Europeans dominating humanity; 17) iron-wielding Bantus invade the Congo rainforest and go south of the equator; 18) Arabs write down their language, invade North Africa, and introduce the camel to cross the Sahara; 19) Africa’s greatest Christian kingdom starts a 700-year reign; and 20) the permanent split of the Roman Empire into East (Greek-speaking) and West (Latin).
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THE MAGNUS MAXIMUS SAGA
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Take a global tour of antiquity today and enjoy the 4th century now!
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1: Barbarian Invasions
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A suicidal son with nothing to lose saves his uncle from German ambushers who assassinate his father. With time to kill, the angry orphan joins his father’s legions to invade Alamannia and help Caesar Julian end their threat to Gaul or die trying. Betrayed by family and hated by his superiors, this champion warrior rises in the ranks until he commands elite Heruli horsemen. When the army elects a new emperor, he can’t wait to kill Magnus Maximus.  
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2: The Great Conspiracy of 367
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What Wikipedia calls the Great Conspiracy of 367 AD is an unprecedented, extraordinary campaign to drive the Roman Empire from Britannia. A spiteful, wealthy genius named Valentinus once enjoyed Emperor Valentinian’s imperial court; now exiled, he vows vengeance. He convinces Saxons, Scotti, Picts, Hiberni, and Attacotti to attack different regions of Britannia, plots the assassination of the island’s top three leaders, and bribes troops to turn on their masters while hiring an army of outlaws to do his dirty work. With Frankish fleets blockading the island, these five armies kill 100,000 Britons. Emperor Valentinian sends Magnus Maximus with four legions in a war that decides Rome’s fate. All that really happened!
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3: First King of Britain
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An old enemy makes new threats as Magnus saves Wales, invades the Attacotti islands, and starts the largest battle ever fought in Ireland. The new Irish High King has trapped Magnus in Cavehill for the biggest battle ever fought in Ireland, where an Irish army tries taking him down. The Leinster king makes promises he doesn’t plan on keeping while General Jovinus clearly wants to murder Magnus. With so many enemies, Magnus needs to forge new friends fast as Romans, Picts, Huns, Scotti, and Germani organize a huge invasion force. 
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4: Empires At War
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Roman, Persian, and Hun empires assemble the largest invasion fleet in human history to take Britain, but Magnus knows things they do not. The bloody Battle of Britain will determine the survival of western civilization. Never will so few fight so many for so long. His family also moves into the Kongo, invades Russia, rescues St. Patrick of Ireland, and chases Niall of the Nine Hostages to the Americas, where they find a new world with old gods. A British monopoly of the Americas could change history – if Magnus can keep his head.
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5: The Hun Horde
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In the Central Asian steppe, a new Hun leader leads a massive army that threatens to collapse the Roman, Persian, Chinese, and Indian empires if Magnus cannot stop him. But he cannot do this alone. Magnus enlists his sons, who must face the Hun horde, where tragedy often follows triumph. The family doesn’t know if India’s Gupta Empire is their friend or enemy while Max confronts an unknown empire in Mesoamerica whose bloodthirsty gods require human sacrifice. 
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6: The First Americans
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In today’s Mexico, Mayans, Mexica, Mixtecas, Mazatecas, Toltecas, Totonacas, Tarascans, Zapotecas, Zacatecas, Chichimecas, and Huaxtecas fight for dominance 1000 years before the Aztecs. Max must navigate hostile currents in an ancient land where bloodthirsty gods demand human sacrifice. As he divides and conquers, his enemies multiply. Some will risk kingdoms to kill the prodigy.
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7: The Terror of Totonaca
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In today’s Mexico, Max must survive Tolteca ambushes, cripple the Totonaca Empire, pacify the Huaxteca, crush the Chichimeca, befriend the Tarascan emperor, arm Jaguar Claw (a historical king) of the Mixteca, stop the Orinoco invasion of the Caribbean, deport the Guamares, find the Mexica, and profit off the Muisca of Colombia while starting the first port on the Pacific. But his biggest enemy is Magnus Maximus, who wants to sideline him from history. Facing deportation, Max needs big allies more than ever. The Maximus family must choose sides before it’s too late while avoiding civil war. 
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8: Battles in the Basin
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In today’s Venezuela, old enemies and new threats challenge Max as much as his treacherous uncle. The Zacatecas emperor attacks, the Orinoco King invades, Toltecas plan vengeance, Huaxtecas remain hostile, Jaguar Claw buys enough ammo for a war, the Totonaca Empire feels besieged, and raiders lure Max’s Marathoners to dangerous Chichimecas. Aboard his Dragon Ship, Max may be in charge, but he is not in control.
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9: The Conquest of Zacatecas
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In today’s Mexico: from his gold mines at Chichicapa to his city on the Chachalacas, Max is rebuilding Mesoamerica on the corpses of his enemies. Now engaged to Pocahontas, he must defeat Zacatecas before they burn Mazatlán. His dad has been keeping a secret from him and the Totonaca emperor plans to kill Max using Lord Tezozo of Texcoco, which brings Max into the Valley of Mexico. As Max changes the world, the world changes him, for better and for worse.  
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10: Berbers and Bedouins
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Magnus and Theo start several wars: in Persia, he destroys cities; in Germania, he tricks Vandals; in Judea, he fights Romans to rebuild Jerusalem; across Arabia, he massacres men; in Ethiopia, he crushes his competition, and in the Sahara, the British cavalry fights nomads who raid his settlements while American Max finds a famous foe as the Muskogee fight back.
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11: The Mayan Menace
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The Toltecas who conquered Chichen Itza plan vengeance when Max enters the Yucatan to steal a valuable resource for Magnus to rebuild Jerusalem. Zapotecas besiege his brother at the Chichicapa Gold Mine, forcing Max to attack the ancient capital of Monte Alban. He goes to a pre-Inca kingdom for gold, only to get hostility instead. Then Mayans unite to expel foreigners, triggering a war that will bring Max to legendary Tikal. When a loved one dies in his arms, grief cripples Max. For all his victories, he will never know peace. 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

12: Revenge of the Zapotecas
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Lewis faces a million angry Sioux in the Great Plains while 4 million Zapotecas in Oaxaca unite under a new king, who fields a huge army after a traitor kills Max’s brother. The Mayans he beat in the Yucatan need shelter, but a Moche lord kidnaps his cousin Kevin by a gold mine in the Andes Mountains, making it a terrible time to marry Jaguar Claw’s delicious daughter.
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13: Massacre on the Mississippi
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To avenge Uncle Lewis, Max imports a huge cavalry army to slay Sioux across the Great Plains as more Dakota move west. Cousin Victor confronts Max before his wedding. The new pope is an old foe who gets Rome to attack Andry. They lose Oliver while Red Cloud of the Lakota plans an ambush. Max has a big secret that Magnus travels to America to unravel. Andry suffers a grievous wound while Max meets an old friend and gets a new enemy.
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14: Alaric the Goth
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After sacking Athens, Alaric invades Italy, the new giant Dragon Ship goes to war, the Maxes fight physically, the Sioux War expands into Texis, the Apache are pissed, Comanche are crushed, secrets come out, a forgotten son appears in the Amazon, Zapotecas get a new enemy, the queen gets a honeymoon, the Shit Islands explode, the Wari are on the warpath, Magnus fears Marc is murdered, trouble brews in China, and Max moves the Mexica into modern Mexico. 
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15: The Forbidden City
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After uniting China in 202 BC, the Han Dynasty built the world’s largest palace. Many times larger than Rome, its restricted access gave it the name, The Forbidden City. Six centuries later, a warlord has usurped the throne, so Max and Marc lead a massive military to retake China. From Hong Kong to Shangri-la to Peking, they battle their way across the mainland. The Usurper gathers his army because only by taking The Forbidden City can the foreign barbarians claim the Mandate of Heaven. 
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16: The Great Wall
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Magnus Maximus helped Marc invade China, but a blood brother wants to replace China’s new Dragon King. Marc’s sons must defeat northern barbarians who use mounted archers and heavy cavalry, and not all will survive. They’ll need a deft hand to navigate the complex rivalries that can quickly turn friend into foe. Farther north, Huns are conquering Avars, so the family must build a new wall to prevent Huns from overrunning China. A lost prince is found, an old enemy returns, and total war is on the horizon. Magnus seeks retirement, but then Attila the Hun threatens war.
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17: Japan’s Ancient Empire
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The 4th century gets brutal! Old rivalries and new leaders tear Asia apart. Kings are killed and a mysterious empress rises. Barbarians attack China at the famous Battle of the Fei River, where a million-man army loses. Japan’s first empress faces civil war and personal tragedy. Korea’s four kingdoms mobilize armies for a fight to the finish. China’s emperor tries taking down Marc Maximus, who must navigate lies, treachery, and explosive secrets to keep his head.  
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18: The First Korean War
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Old hatreds start new wars as Korea’s four kingdoms battle for dominance, dragging Marc Maximus into the mud. Kings fight dirty duels, leaving corpses in the snow. When Goguryeo besieges Baekje’s capital, Marc must choose sides and pick enemies. Something horrible happens in Japan, forcing Marc to retreat, while China plunges into civil war. An old rival dies, but a new warlord threatens Korea as Gwan the Great plans the total conquest of Korea. 
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19: Gwan the Great
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In Japan, Marc must bring down a high lord without angering an emperor, Morgan discovers gold and Brits start building Tokyo among dangerous Emishi nomads. In China, Brits are battling new enemies to take over China. In Korea, Gwan the Great must unify Korea while fending off Emperor Tuoba Gui, Emperor Murong Xi, Emperor Sheng, Empress Jingu, King Asin, King Silju, and King Hae Buru. Literally attacked from all sides, Gwan the Great finds a master spy who gives him the secret to ending the Baekje kingdom forever, but he’s gonna need help from American Max and a giant ship.  
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20: Rise of the Aztecs
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Magnus returns from China to watch a four-sided battle in Paris; Alaric the Goth invades Gaul; the Mexica conquer the Zapotecas to control the Valley of Mexico; Iris centralizes control; Clark plots rebellion; Tabascans attack the new capital; Jaguar Bird gets the deadly duel he desires; horsemen sweep the Southwest; Frisco Bay gets a new governor; Hudson has big dreams for New York City; old veterans in Venezuela pose a new threat; a Sea Dragon flies free; a major silver mine gives Aztecs imperial ambitions; and Max fears a new foe.
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21: League of Emperors
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Emperor Valens leads legions, Emperor Gratian goes to war, Emperor Ojin gets injured, the Gupta emperor besieges Bombay, King Alaric seizes a city, Magnus fights a new enemy, Cyrus invades Mesopotamia, Iberia gets a new king, Carthage gets a new rival, a Sea Dragon soars, tragedy triples, and Max gets ambushed by angry Arabs. Welcome to 403 AD.
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22: Prince of Persia
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After the Saracen ambush outside Jerusalem, the allied army invades Mesopotamia, only to find the Shah of Persia built concrete forts that defy normal ballistae. The conquest becomes a slog and the outcome is in doubt when Max shows up with a secret. The death of Emperor Valens makes Sarus the Goth go rogue. Cyrus builds a new capital upon the ruins of the old. Max confronts Yaz, while old Persia has a new ally, the Gokturks, who are dying to meet Max.
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23: Gupta India
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The Gupta Emperor must capture Bombay to remove foreign invaders from India and enlists other kingdoms to his cause. As million-man armies storm Bombay, his grandson must defeat and defy him at every turn with meager resources. Brits call for help, but Max is busy invading Persia with Magnus Maximus. In the desert, along rivers, on islands, and deep in the interior, Gupta India will reincarnate into something new.
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24: The Conquerors
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After the Siege of Bombay, Max and Magnus land in India with a vengeance. Their armies and fleet take on the powerful Gupta Empire, but Emperor Chandragupta has cemented catapult towers to deny them access to the Ganges river system. Chan’s boulders break harmlessly against these walls, so Magnus must find another way to win. The Gupta get help from the Vakataka, Kadamba, and Naga kingdoms. When the Maximus family loses another loved one, there will be hell to pay.
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25: Birth of a Behemoth
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As a million Slavs invade Persia, Max must help the family unite India before taking home Japan’s emperor. The family consolidates the north, then take on the Vakataka, Valkha, Kadamba, Kalabra, Pallava, and Nepali kingdoms through bloody battles and sacked cities. The Tamil Tigers (the Chera, Chola, and Pandya tribes) fight back and the family pays a price for power while tragedy is as common as poverty. United, India will rule a third of humanity with all the might that goes with size. India won’t just be big, but a behemoth. 
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26: The Doom
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Max’s wife gets kidnapped, Victor gets married, Magnus gets busy, Max gets duped, the Swiss get ready, Bali gets a battle, the Malay Peninsula gets misery, Java gets a new city, Tokyo gets funded, Burma goes all in, Malay gets a canal, Siam prepares for war, Sumatra does not know peace, Borneo sings, China shocks, Korea unites, Japan gets new management, Empress Jingu goes to war, and a cataclysmic global catastrophe plunges the world into darkness, disease, and death. Max will need more friends and fewer enemies to prevent pandemics, not knowing his father fights for his life.
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27: Peru’s City of Gold
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War percolates in Peru. 1000 years before the Inca, the Wari Empire decorated their capital with gold plating and the killer Pizarro brothers are dying to get it. Complicating warfare is the world’s largest silver deposit at Potosi, the world’s largest salt pan in Bolivia, the world’s largest copper and nitrate deposits in the Atacama Desert, and America’s largest mercury mine near Lima. It’s all there for the taking, but the Wari have 200,000 warriors. Betrayal, secrets, treachery, assassinations, and double-crosses lead to the Siege of Lima.
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28: El Dorado​

[image: ]


Max duels an army; Titu attacks Lima; Andry sacks the Wari capital; Sapa Túpac battles a million monsters deporting his people; Iris confesses a secret spending spree; Mick and Mack pop a Cork; Manchu Picchu gets bloody; Brian gets to govern; Bolivia gets a boy; Oliver gets action; the Shit Islands get a turd; the Doom gets worse; Titicaca gets royal visitors; the Oracle gets a home; Cochabamba gets built; Manco gets a bad beat; Barb goes bad; Homer hits it home; the Andes becomes Peru; and enemies blame Max for the Doom, equating him with evil incarnate. The guano flies as humanity suffers through its darkest days.
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29: The Invasions of Italy
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Caesar Maximus invites Lombards to Italy right before 200,000 Goths invade, seeking to ruin Rome. Theo takes back the Balkans by force while Gratian makes his new son-in-law his heir while giving him an army. Junior leads a million Eastern Slavs to Europe, which displaces a million Germani, who must move to Gaul. Ostrogoths, Vandals, Quadi, and Rugians all go to war when Magnus brings his Brits to secure the Danube. Tragedy strikes and vengeance rules Italy.
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30: The Last Romans
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El Cid tries assassinating King Gerontius, who asks Max’s help in suppressing a rebellion in inner Iberia. Taking the mountain stronghold of Cuenca will be a giant bitch, but Max specializes in those. The Yankee fleet brought 50,000 elite troops for the Board meeting in Greenwich with the five emperors, but they won’t help Max against King Victor, his Royal Mistress, Queen Victoria, the Black Prince, or the Monster of Manchester. Theo has a few secrets and Magnus feels threatened. Kapisa tries avoiding Iris and her old lover during Max’s new wedding. Even worse, Theo need something special from Max, while Magnus must counter an ambush in the Baltic.  
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31: Raid on the Thames
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Aided by the Black Prince and the Monster from Manchester, a coalition of Saxons, the Dutch East India Company, the Hanseatic League, the Batavia Republic, Baltic tribes, and Scandia kingdoms have united to bombard London and cripple the world’s only superpower in an eerie echo of the Great Conspiracy of 367. Dutch, an old war buddy of Magnus Maximus, has organized 100,000 warriors in 1000 warships to surprise and sink the Royal Navy at anchor at night, while thousands of desperate assassins try killing Max and Magnus in their sleep. The allied coalition will then destroy everything along the Thames River within range of their naval trebuchets and finally every city along Britain’s coast before invading the British Isles so the Black Prince becomes king. And Dutch has picked the perfect time: Max’s latest wedding night, when everyone should be drunk from the reception.  
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Zombie-ish
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NOTE: Germany didn’t exist until Bismarck united it in 1871, so Germans (as we think of them today) didn’t exist until almost the 20th century. Germanic-speakers identified by their tribe. Romans called them Germani and so shall I. By the 4th century, West Germani living in what is now France spoke a different language than East Germani. The Alamanni were a large Germanic tribe and a big pain in Roman ass. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Too young to join Israel’s army, David was probably 8-10 years old when Goliath, in 1 Samuel 17:42, calls him a boy. At 9 years old in 1279 AD, King Michael VIII of Bulgaria fought in several battles after his father’s death. At 12 years old, Okita Soji beat kenjutsu teachers. As a young teenager, Henry IV of France led charges and nearly died at the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre. Alexander the Great first led troops in combat at 16 and was given an army at 17 years old, becoming king at 20 and planning the conquest of Persia at 21. At 16 years old, Scipio Africanus fought heroically under his father and saved him from Hannibal at 18. King Charles famously sent 16-year-old Joan of Arc to relieve the siege of Orleans and she apparently fought before. At 17, Julius Caesar saved his cohort at a siege and won an award. Magnus Pompey (Pompey the Great) raised and commanded three legions of his father’s veterans at 17-year-old to help General Sulla win the Social Wars. At 17 years old, Wladyslaw III of Poland led armies against Hungry. Having proven himself by 17 years old, Muhammad bin Qasim was given command of an army. Augustus Caesar was only 18 when he raised armies against those who assassinated his adopted father, Julius Caesar. 20 years before successfully invading England, William the Bastard beat armies at 18 years old. Uriah Galusha Pennypacker became America’s youngest brigadier general at age 20, so it’s not implausible that a suicidal 10-year-old takes command of several thousand of his father’s legionaries assigned to surprise a sleeping city. 

DEAR READER: If you don’t like my jokes, writing, or fucking profanity, then please stop reading rather than trash my hard work with cruel reviews. 4th century Brits didn’t talk like Tolkien or Shakespeare, as some reviewers assume, and I could
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