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Chapter Minus Three: Author’s Foreword
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Make no mistake: this book, and those to follow it, are works of fiction. I have attempted to make the depiction of history as accurate as possible, but where the facts were scant or non-existent at the time of writing, I invented them.  Please do not go away thinking that because you read something in my book it must be true.  I hope that you will check everything I say.  Much of my historic data comes from sites that I visited on the Internet, so the data is as accurate as that.

It would add to your enjoyment to follow trips from one place to another.  You can find the places mentioned on an Internet map of Poland, and on Google Earth.

Chapter Minus Two: Zuriel’s Forward 

I am Zuriel, the guardian angel of Valentine Karnowski, whose life is the unifying thread of this and subsequent books.  This one is about he was born.  As an angel in the presence of the triune God, Who is Truth, I know a lot more than you on earth: I know the truth, rather than commonly-held beliefs about human events.  I am a precise kind of being, and that is why I often give times of sunrise, sunset, high- and low- temperatures, wind speeds and other facts of weather, because I know the influence these can have on human events.

Well, why am I writing these books? Valentine Karnowski has led a most unusual life, having lived thru many events of historical significance.  I want to show the hardships forced on him and the Polish nation, of which he was a part.  I want to show the faithfulness of the Poles to Jesus’s Catholic faith.  I want to show that - relative to wealth - the “upper class” is actually the lower class, and - relative to morality - the “lower class” is actually the upper class.

This book is in the form of a journal, because the life of Man happens day by day.  While something is happening in one place, something else is happening in another.  The problem with many novels written by chapter is that e.g., in chapter 1 they will deal with the weather over a period of time, then in chapter 2 they will go back to day 1 and deal with geography.  Chapter 3 will go back to day one and deal with Mr. X, etc.  I tell you about things that are happening simultaneously.

How am I writing them?  I give inspiration to Mr. Schmidt, and he types it all out.

Polish History Prior to August 30, 1841

On Sunday August 5, 1772 the First Partition of Poland went into effect: Three treaties of partition were signed in Petersburg among Russia, Prussia and Austria, fixing new boundaries.  Austria, Russia and Prussia then occupied Poland’s frontier provinces (altogether about 3,800 sq. miles with more than 4 million inhabitants).  Valentine Karnowski’s area went to Prussia.

On Sunday September 13, 1772 the Prussian government issued a proclamation justifying the First Partition of Poland.  In feudal language defining the various statuses of the annexed subjects, it had the gall to call for loyalty from those subjugated.  The manifesto of occupation set forth as reasons for the partition: the increasing anarchy in Poland (an anarchy which they had been causing for some time); the necessity of protecting the three annexing states against this lawlessness; and the necessity of readjusting conditions in Poland to harmonize with the views and interests of these states.  Prussia received Royal Pomorze, the area in which Valentine Karnowski was to live for 29 years.  Prussia set in to repress the Polish national spirit; in particular, it stepped up a systematic colonization of Polish territory with German colonists.  This would be conducted on a vast scale.  The Poles would be excluded from all official positions, would be filled by Germans imported for that purpose in large numbers.  The state schools would become wholly German-run.

On Sunday January 31, 1773 the territory annexed by Prussia in the First Partition of Poland was renamed West Prussia.

On Saturday October 6, 1788 the “Great Sejm” (Four-Year Parliament) was convened in what was left of Poland.  With encouragement from Prussia, Polish patriots in the Sejm instituted sweeping (and badly-needed) reforms in government and began to draft a new constitution.  The Great Sejm voted for an Alliance with Prussia on 10/8/88.  When Russian troops invaded Poland in 1792 Prussia abandoned this alliance with Poland.

At this time in history Poland had become extremely weak; its king - Stanislaus August Poniatowski - was a discarded lover of Tsarina Catharine II and now her mere puppet.  Catherine’s attention was on a war she was conducting against the Turks.  She allowed Poniatowski to call the Great Sejm because she needed Polish troops in her war with Turkey.

Emboldened by a possible Polish-Prussian alliance, and knowing that Catherine’s attention was diverted to Turkey, the Sejm demanded from Russia the withdrawal of its armies from the territories of the Commonwealth.

Mon. March 29, 1790.  The Polish-Prussian alliance was concluded.  This protective treaty was supposed to preserve the Polish Commonwealth from potential intervention from Russia; however, in 1790 the situation among the partitioning states underwent radical changes.  Austrian Emperor Leopold II withdrew from the war with Turkey, which led to a correction of relations between Austria and England and the signing of an Austrian alliance with the Prussians.  After the discontinuance of English subsidies for Prussia, the English-Russian conflict ended, and Sweden withdrew from its war with Russia.

Tues. May 3, 1791.  The most important accomplishment of the Great Sejm was the working out and voting of a constitution which ushered in political and social reforms aiming at the rescuing of independence and modernization of the country.  One of its problems had been an elected monarchy, with all the bribes and interference from Russia, Prussia and Austria that that produced.  Now a hereditary monarchy was proclaimed as well as a liberalized government.  This aroused violent opposition from a section of the gentry.  Catholicism was recognized as the dominant religion, but the Orthodox and Protestants were granted complete civil equality and the protection of the law.  The new ordinances curbed licentiousness, and thus caused dissatisfaction, especially among the higher nobility.  The constitution conferred the executive power on the king and council of state, vested the legislative power in a Sejm of two chambers with a 2-year term.  This time it was not possible to break it up with the liberum veto (Latin for I freely forbid), which was abolished.  Up to now just one nobleman’s vote could block passage of any current bill in the Polish Diet, as well as throw out every law that had been passed in that session.  Bribing delegates to the Sejm to exercise it had become a way for Russia, Prussia and Austria to destabilize Poland.

After the death of king Poniatowski the crown was to pass to the house of Wettyn.  It created dependent commissions of police, army, treasury as well as national education.  Also voted was the increase of the army to 100,000 men.

Mon. January 9, 1792.  The Treaty of Jassy ended Russia’s war with Turkey.  Catherine II of Russia now had time to concentrate on Poland.

Tues. May 8, 1792 in Petersburg, capital of Russia, the leaders of the above-mentioned disgruntled Polish nobility and Catherine of Russia reached a secret agreement providing for the restoration of the old order, against the provisions of the new constitution.

Mon. May 14, 1792.  The above-mentioned opponents of reform in Poland took an oath and formed the Confederation of Targowica on the Siwucha River in Ukrainia.

Wed. May 16, 1792. The Confederation of Targowica, supported by Russian troops, invaded Poland by order of Catherine II, beginning the Polish-Russian war against the defenders of the Constitution of the 3rd of May.

Fri. June 8, 1792.  The king of Prussia wrote to King Stanislaus Poniatowski letting it be seen very clearly that he was prepared to help Catherine II.  Thus, Frederick Wilhelm betrayed his responsibility to help Poland against Catherine’s invasion of May 18.  The Polish army, led by Prince Joseph Poniatowski, resisted for some time, but the government, abandoned by Prussia, was confronted by overwhelming odds.

Mon. July 23, 1792.  King Stanislaus August Poniatowski acceded to the Targowica Confederates in the Polish-Russian war.  He presented his decision at the meeting of ministers of the Polish Republic. At his order, released on July 25, the army of the Republic of Poland stopped military operations.  Russian armies occupied all of eastern Poland.

On Wed. January 23, 1793 Russia signed a treaty with Prussia for a Second Partition, in which it agreed to give the western provinces of the Republic to Prussia.  These seizures further reduced the area of Poland by 2/3 (after the First Partition).

Wed. March 12, 1794.  After the Second Partition of Poland the Polish nobles, partisans of Imperial Russia, who had united in the Confederation of Targowica, were weakened. These people supporting Russia as the main guarantor of their “golden freedoms” were seen as traitors to their country rather than heroes.  Opposition to their rule gained much support, both within the nobility and the city-dwellers.  To suppress the opposition, the governments of Prussia and Russia agreed to demobilize 50% of the Polish Army and draft the remaining Polish soldiers into their own armies.  Today General Anthony Madaliński, the commander of 1st Poznania National Cavalry Brigade (1,500 men) decided to disobey the order to demobilize, and advanced his troops from Ostrołęka (74 mi. NNE of Warsaw) to Kraków (181 mi. SSW of Warsaw). This sparked an outbreak of riots against Russian forces thruout the country. The Russian garrison of Kraków was ordered to leave the city and defeat the Polish forces. This left the city completely undefended.

Sun. March 23, 1794.  Lieutenant-General Thaddeus Kościuszko returned to Poland from helping to win the American Revolution.

Mon. March 24, 1794.  In Kraków’s Old Town Square around 10 o'clock some politicians read a Proclamation for an Uprising to a crowd gathered. The document gave Thaddeus Kościuszko dictatorial powers and command over the National Armed Force.  Soon afterwards Kościuszko himself appeared at the spot and recited this oath:


“I, Thaddeus Kościuszko, hereby swear by God to the entire Polish Nation, that I shall not use the powers vested in me for anyone's oppression, but for defense of the integrity of the borders, recovery of our Nation's sovereignty and the strengthening of universal freedom. So help me God and the innocent passion of His Son!”



The speech was the starting point of Kościuszko's Uprising against the forces of Imperial Russia occupying Poland.

Fri. April 4, 1794.  The armies of Kościuszko and Russia’s Denisov met near the village of Racławice, near Kraków.  Kościuszko's forces defeated the numerically and technically superior opponents.  The news of the victory spread fast and soon other parts of Poland joined the ranks of the revolutionaries.

The Prussians declared their support for Tsarist Russia and offered them military support in suppressing Kościuszko (after his victory at the Battle of Racławice).

Kościuszko issued the "Proclamation of Połaniec."  It was the last piece of legislation of the Republic.  The Manifesto was an attempt to get a broader base of support for the insurrection prior to the last partition of Poland.  It granted civil liberty to all peasants and provided them with state help against abuses by the nobility. It proclaimed

1. A general granting of freedom to peasant serfs.

2. Partial reduction of compulsory labor to about 1 day per week.

3. Total liberation from compulsory labor for soldiers of the insurrectionary army and their families.  Altho the new law never fully came into being and was boycotted by much of the nobility, it also attracted many peasants to the ranks of the revolutionaries. It was the first time in Polish history that peasants were officially regarded as part of the nation, the word being previously equal to nobility.  Despite the promise of reforms and quick recruitment of new forces, the strategic situation of the Polish forces was still critical.

Sat. May 10, 1794.  Today the forces of Prussia crossed the Polish borders and joined the Russian armies operating in northern Poland.

Fri. October 10, 1794.  The Battle of Maciejowice. Despite Kościuszko's plans, two Russian units entered the combat simultaneously and won the battle.  Kościuszko himself was wounded and was captured by the Russians, who sent him to Petersburg.

Mon. November 17, 1794.  The remnants of the Polish insurrectionary army surrender at Radoszczyce.  Chief of State Wawrzecki, successor to Kościuszko, was taken prisoner.  This marked the end of the Uprising.

Wed. January 7, 1795.  The last Polish King Stanislaus August Poniatowski was kidnapped for deportation to Grodno.

Fri. October 2, 1795.  Austria and Russia agreed on the Third Partition of Poland, accepting the need to assign a large segment of territory to Prussia to appease Frederick William.

Sat. Sun. October 3, 4, 1795. In Kraków during the night, on the orders of King Frederick William III, invaders plundered from the Wawel Royal Castle the royal insignia, which were moved to Berlin, and melted down for their gold in 1809.

Sat. October 24, 1795. Third and last partition of Poland. When the Polish commonwealth ceased to exist as a state Prussia gained about 3,000 privates from war prisons or recruiting agents. A peaceful decade began, lasting til Napoleon began acting up.

Wed. November 25, 1795.  Abdication of Stanislaus August Poniatowski, last king of Poland.

Tues. January 12, 1796.  A joint treaty concluded at Petersburg settled the new boundaries between Russia, Austria and Prussia, thereby wiping Poland off the map.

After Poland had disappeared from the map of Europe, each of the 3 states which had absorbed it began to carry out its own policy in the annexed territory.  In Prussia all church lands were confiscated just as after the First Partition, and the clergy as a body were made answerable for the political crimes of individuals.  Theoretically the Poles were to receive equality of rights, and Polish was to be recognized as the official language.  But from the very beginning a difference was apparent in the treatment accorded to districts whose inhabitants were Poles and those in which the population was mixed.  In the latter regions German officials were appointed; schools and courts were conducted in German, and the process of Germanizing the Polish segment was begun.

The Catholic clergy in Prussian Poland was subordinated to the temporal power.  The election of bishops, prelates, and superiors of religious societies, in view of the extensive right of veto, was made to depend upon the decision of an administrative council, which received the oath of allegiance from the clergy and gave them instructions for the celebration of German national anniversaries.  In civil and criminal proceedings, too, the clergy was subject to the civil authorities.  The ecclesiastical courts had jurisdiction only in matters of a purely religious character; but they did not have the right to order temporary or permanent divorce in the case of mixed marriages.  The properties of the Catholic clergy as such were confiscated; for the support of the clergy a part of the income of the confiscated estates and the interest on capital, which belongs to ecclesiastical corporations, but had been lent to private individuals, was set aside.  In addition to this the Government granted the clergy permission to accept payment at a fixed rate for the performance of services attached to their office.

After the Partitions the convents of the Calced (shoed) Carmelites, the Cistercians, and the Ursuline nuns in the Polish provinces were all suppressed.  The Vincentian sisters were allowed to remain for a while in Prussian Poland.

September, 1796.  In Verona, Italy Napoleon said, “I like the Poles.  The partition of Poland was an iniquitous deed which cannot stand.  When I’ve finished the war in Italy I’ll lead the French myself and force the Russians to re-establish Poland”.  The Polish legion of +/- 5,000 Polish volunteers had fought valiantly for him in Italy.

Sat. November 16, 1796.  Catherine II, empress of Russia, died.  Her unstable son Paul succeeded her.  After all her conniving to ruin Poland, she hardly lived long enough to enjoy it.

Mon. November 28, 1796.  Tadeusz Kościuszko rendered a loyalty oath to Tsar Paul I.

Thurs. January 26, 1797.  Austria, Prussia and Russia signed in Petersburg the final Partition Convention which states that the name “Kingdom of Poland” is forever to be erased from the map.

Mon. February 12, 1798.  The last king of Poland, Stanislaus Poniatowski, died in Petersburg, Russia.  He had hoped to be allowed to travel abroad, but was not able to secure permission to do so. A virtual prisoner in Petersburg's Marble Palace, he subsisted on a pension granted to him by his former lover, Catherine.

Sun. August 4, 1799.  Tadeusz Kościuszko took back his oath to Tsar Paul I of November 28, 1796.

Sat. September 20, 1806.  Napoleon issued a decree concerning the formation of the “Northern Legion” under general Zajączek.  Napoleon had declared war against Prussia, and he hoped to evoke desertion among the Poles forced into the Prussian army.  Insurrection began to spread thru western Poland.  In addition officers from general Dąbrowski’s legions began to form armed troops.  In the Polish territories liberated from Prussian rule insurrectionary authority was established and the citizens spontaneously voted creation of armed forces.

Thurs. September 25, 1806.  Napoleon left Paris, envisioning a short war against Prussia.

Sat. October 25, 1806.  Napoleon won victories at Auerstadt and Jena.  Prussia collapsed; almost all Prussian land was occupied.  Still, King Frederick William did not bow to calls for government reform.  After the battles, with levies from the Lithuanian part of the former Commonwealth, the Poles rose against the Prussian garrisons.  Poles of all classes - nobles, serfs, Christians, Jews - envisioned a Franco-Polish union which could reverse the Partitions.

Mon. October 27, 1806.  After routing the Prussian army Napoleon Bonaparte triumphantly entered Berlin, necessitating the king of Prussia’s flight to Królewiec (Konigsberg).

Thurs. January 1, 1807.  In Warsaw, which he had conquered from Russia, Napoleon began an affair with Countess Maria Walewska, a Polish patriot who hoped that, by becoming his mistress, she could influence him to resuscitate her country.  In the end the affair produced an illegitimate son, but not the intended result.

Thurs. July 9, 1807.  Peace of Tylża (Tilsit) signed with Prussia, ending the War of the 4th Coalition.  Prussian king Frederick Wilhelm III had to recognize Napoleon’s creation: the Duchy of Warsaw, established by Article V at the expense of Prussia.  At the request of the Tsar, a wide belt of Polish soil was left with Prussia (Royal Pomorze, later West Prussia).  This was the area in which Valentine Karnowski lived.  Saxon King Frederick Augustus Wettyn was to reign as Grand Duke.

Fri. March 17, 1809.  In Królewiec, by order of Frederick William III, the Polish crown jewels were collectively destroyed and melted down.  Coins were minted with the obtained gold and silver. Precious stones and other incomplete items with precious bullion were sold.  It was partly contempt, partly guilt that motivated him.

1810.  The secularization of monastery estates on the Polish lands annexed by Prussia began.

Sat. March 11, 1812.  An edict was issued in Prussia whereby Jewish citizens were placed on an equal footing with Prussian subjects if they chose permanent family names and used German in legal and commercial affairs.  Prussian officials made sport of these Jews by giving them comical names like Fischbein (Fish Leg).

Wed. June 24, 1812.  Napoleon and his Grand Armée invaded Russia by crossing the Niemen River.  The object was to conquer Moscow.

Mon. October 19, 1812.  Napoleon waited in Moscow until today, hoping in vain for a peace offer from Tsar Alexander.  In the midst of the severe Russian winter, Napoleon, unable to resupply his troops, decided to withdraw from Moscow.  His troops were ill-prepared for the freezing temperatures and the snow storms of a Russian winter and large numbers died from exposure and starvation.  In its retreat, the French army was followed by large groups of Cossacks who killed many of the stragglers.  Of the almost 600,000 men of the Grande Armée that invaded Russia with Napoleon, less than 100,000 survived the retreat back to France.

Wed. March 17, 1813.  The Landwehr - a territorial reserve (militia) was set up in Prussia.  It was necessitated by the insufficient combative force of the standing army in the “Wars of Liberation”.  All healthy men from 17 to 40, regardless of whether they had already served or not, were obliged to serve in the Landwehr unless they were already in the line.  The introduction of the Landwehr was an essential element of the Prussian army reform (Wehrpflicht).

Sun. June 27, 1813.  In Dzierżoniów (Reichenbach) Russia, Prussia and Austria signed an agreement on the liquidation of the Duchy of Warsaw.

Sat. September 3, 1814.  Boyen’s military law fixed the Wehrpflicht.  The law prescribed general conscription for all healthy men from age 20.  Persons of all social ranks were equally obliged to serve, altho there were difficulties in implementing the regulation.

Sun. October 1, 1814.  In confidence of Napoleon’s coming defeat the Congress of Vienna began.  It was an international assembly of monarchs and diplomats.  It met to re-establish the political order of Europe after the six “Wars of Liberation” against Napoleon.  Its principles were restoration, legitimism, and solidarity against revolutionary movements.  These aims were later continued by the “Holy Alliance”.  The C. of V., which drafted the general European peace settlement after Napoleon’s coming downfall, created the Kingdom of Poland, consisting of about 3/4 of the territory of the former Duchy of Warsaw, with the Russian tsar as king.  The remainder of Poland was distributed among Austria, Prussia and Russia.  (In the latter case this means eastern lands were simply annexed and viewed as Russian - no pretense of being part of the “kingdom” of Poland.)  Alexander I, tsar, granted to Poland a liberal constitution, but Polish nationalists soon initiated a powerful movement for independence.

Sat. April 1, 1815.  A man who was to harbor much hatred for, and do much damage to, Poles and Catholics - Otto von Bismarck - was born at Schönhausen bei Stendal, Brandenburg, Prussia.  When his father, Ferdinand von Bismarck, the descendent of a noble Prussian family, inherited land, his aristocratic family moved to Farther Pomerania.  The father had been an officer in the cavalry, but during the Napoleonic wars retired to his Farther Pomeranian estate at the age of only 23, angering the king.  Otto got along with his father. The workers on their estate were little more than serfs. He even as a boy was called Herr Junker.

His mother, Wilhelmine Mencken was of middle-class origins and much younger than her husband. She was hostile to the nobility.  She dominated the family, but she and Otto were estranged from as early as Otto could remember.  Unlike Ferdinand, she was a social climber interested in society.  Otto thought she took no interest in him and rarely had a kind word.  His childhood was colored by the lack of a loving relationship with his mother.  He came to resent her attitude toward his noble ancestors and her efforts to break his pride of birth.  Even as an older man, Bismarck was not known ever to have commented favorably on his mother.

Wed. May 3, 1815. Anniversary of the liberal constitution of 1791.  Three treaties were signed (Austria/Prussia, Austria/Russia and Prussia/Russia) splitting up Poland.  This was part of the deliberations of the Congress of Vienna.  The pact between Prussia and Russia said, “The Poles are to receive those institutions which assure the preservation of their nationality by means of those forms of political existence which each of the governments to which they belong judges it convenient to grant them”.

Sun. June 18, 1815.  Napoleon was defeated for the last time, at Waterloo.  He had returned from Elba to which he had been exiled.  This time he would be exiled to the much more remote St. Helena, and there would be no more campaigns from him.

Tues. June 20, 1815.  In Warsaw the Supreme Provisional Council of the Duchy of Poland ceased to exist.  In its place was proclaimed the birth of the Kingdom of Poland (known as the Congress Kingdom), under Russian domination.

Mon. November 29, 1830.  Outbreak of the November Uprising at the School for Infantry Cadets in Warsaw, in the Congress Kingdom (ruled by Russia).  At night young students under the command of Lieutenant Peter Wysocki, along with civil conspirators, took the Russian arsenal.

Wed. September 7, 1831.  The Russians re-took Warsaw.  In the aftermath of the rebellion, the constitution, Sejm, and army were abolished.  Poles were deprived of civil liberties, their country was robbed of literary and art treasures and severe measures were taken to Russianize public institutions and administration.  The insurrection in the Congress Kingdom was over.  The “kingdom” ceased to be an attraction to Poles living in the Prussian and Austrian partitions.  Prussia and Austria now had a freer hand to institute their systems of Germanization and repression.  Side by side with this came a growing Great Awakening of Polish National Feeling in those provinces.

The suppression of the revolt in the Russian part involved a severe defeat of Polish nationality in the Prussian part.

After the November, 1831 Uprising failed, Prince Adam Jerzy Czartoryski emigrated to Paris where he bought the grand mansion townhouse known as the Hôtel Lambert at 1 Quai d’Anjou on the island of St. Louis, and began a center of emigrés meeting and working to restore Poland.

Chapter Minus One: 

Chapter One: Marta’s Pregnancy

Mon. August 30, 1841.  It was an extremely hot and humid day, with almost no air movement.  Marta Nering (15), had been working outside under the sun since it rose at 5:13 am.  At about 2:00 pm she felt sweaty and uncomfortable since, in true peasant style, it had been days since her last bath. She asked her mother if she could go over the hill to the pond and bathe.  This was grudgingly granted.  The large pond called Melno Lake was almost entirely surrounded by trees, which afforded her some privacy.  She removed her clothing and hid it under a bush.  She plunged in; the water, tho warm, was refreshingly cool in comparison to the air.

After a while a peddler’s wagon pulled up on the dirt track, and a man jumped out, looked around, stripped, and slid down the sandy bank into the water.  Marta could see from a distance that he had a very handsome body.  It didn’t take long for them to become aware of each other.  She felt embarrassed and panicky as he called over to her a greeting in broken Polish.  “I’ll turn away if you wanna to put on your clothes”, he shouted across the surface, “Then you turn around while I do the same”.

When they were both dressed he approached her.  “I recognize you”, the young man said; “Your mother sometimes buys my wares.  Your name is Marta, isn‘t it?”  She recognized him: he was Moishe (Moses) Karnowski (23), the oldest son of Shmuel Karnowski, the town rabbi of Łasin and owner of the Kashruth chicken store there.

Moe should have entered the Prussian army on his birthday at age 20, July 14th, 1838.  After serving the usual two years he would have mustered out at age 22 on July 14th, 1840.  He bribed someone in the army, delaying his actual departure to July 14, 1839, meaning that he should have served until his birthday, July 14, 1841, but he was expelled on May 14th after being convicted by court martial of a sexual incident with a young private.

His younger brother Baruch had been mustered out of the Prussian army on August 23rd.  Baruch had competed with Moe in many things, and it seemed to Moe that his father favored him.  He nurtured a resentment toward Baruch, not least for the fact that Baruch had actually finished his tour of duty.

Moe lived in Łasin, where there was a large Jewish quarter, and traveled all around to the eight villages that made up the parish of Łasin, peddling whatever he thought people would buy, with a horse and wagon.  He was a typical peddler: a real salesman, not in the least bashful.  With men he was brash; with women, much less so - more inclined to flattery.

Marta had never been alone with him before; she had never had much to say to him before.  For a while they stood trying to talk, he in his broken Polish, she in the local Polish dialect, tinged with Kashubian.  Then he invited her to sit with him on the grass and chat a while.  Their talk turned to places where he had served in the Prussian army not long before.  Marta’s mind gradually embarked on a magic carpet ride.  She had never been away from Słup, the village where she and her family lived.  Moses seemed like a man of the world.

He began by brushing the hair from her eyes with the backs of his fingers.  This led to some gentle touching of her cheeks. In time he was holding her hand.  Before long they were embracing, then kissing and having sex - something that she had never done.  Marta was swept off her feet.

Afterwards Moses’ mood changed.  Marta had wanted to stay in each other’s embrace, savoring their love, but he began to re-dress, not looking at her.  His mind was on departure. She was torn between wanting to leave, and wanting to be with Moses.

Before he finished dressing his desire to discard her was replaced by a need for another fix.  He held her by the wrist and insisted, “Let’s do this again”.  She protested that her mother would wonder what was keeping her so long.

“Well, I wanna see you again.  How ‘bout next Wednesday?”

Nervously, and quickly she replied, “You must know that that’s an important Catholic holy day, but it’s only in the morning.  All right.”  Moses got into his wagon, and with a “Brrrrr” to his horse, trotted off, satisfied with himself, and planning his next conquest.  Marta was left with competing feelings of euphoria and malaise.

When she got home her mother adopted a hurt attitude:  “What kept you so long?  Didn’t you know I need you to help with supper?  Can’t you make my workload a little easier on my namesday?”  Tears came to her mother’s eyes, which she wiped away with her apron.  Marta felt disgusted with herself.  Nevertheless she figured she had to lie, saying that the water had been so comforting that she couldn’t break away. That made her feel worse.  That night as she lay on her mattress of rye straw, looking out the window at the full moon, she pondered with sick regret the manner in which she had lost her virginity.  She didn’t expect it to be like this.  She didn’t know it but she had conceived.

Wed. September 8, 1841.  This was the feast of the Birth of Mary, which Poles called the “Feast of Greenery“.  At dawn (5:27) Marta’s mother got everyone up, washed and dressed in their finest for the 6:00 Mass at Szczepanki.  This included Adalbert (41), the father; Julian, just short of 18; Daria (16), Eva (9), and Bronislava (Bronia, 7).  Another brother – Laurence had disappeared on March 29th of the current year.  He would be thirteen if he were still alive.  Like the other farm people Marta’s mother got her and her siblings to carry to church vegetables and grains, interwoven with flowers from field and garden, and great bouquets of herbs, all of which would be blessed by Fr. Berent (47), the pastor.

The Nerings walked to church buffeted by a strong cold wind.  While they were on their way Fr. Berent was saying his office and talked with Jesus, kneeling on the stone floor of the cold empty church.  At 6:00 the sexton pulled the rope for the Angelus.

As the Nerings were approaching the church door they met the Flises.  Justin Flis (13) smiled at Marta and said, “This is my day off”.  Then, thinking himself too bold, he scurried off to sit with his parents.

Fr. Berent’s sermon was on Prov 8: 32-35:


“Now ye children, hear Me: Blessed are they who keep My ways.  Hear instruction and be wise, and refuse it not.  Blessed is the man who hears Me, and who watches daily at My gates, and waits at the posts of my doors.  He who shall find Me shall find life, and shall have salvation from the Lord.  But he who shall sin against Me, shall hurt his own soul.  All who hate Me love death.”



He explained that the book was talking about finding Wisdom, and by further extension, Jesus Himself.  He defined Wisdom as “seeking the things of heaven before the things of earth”.

After Mass the Nerings walked home in bright light.  At home some of the blessed food was consumed at breakfast, during which Marta was silent.  She was thinking: “I know that I am not being wise, but I can’t help it.  Oh, Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.”  With all looking on, Marta was asked to tie the bouquets and hang them from the rafters, for use during the following year. When there was sickness in the household, the herbs would be brewed and used for medicinal purposes, not only for the people, but for the livestock as well.  After breakfast and this little ceremony, since this was not a true holy day, everyone changed to work clothes and went about their usual tasks.  Marta again used the excuse of wanting to bathe in the pond to get away.  She knew that this pretext would be good only so long as the weather remained warm.

*
[image: ]


After sex Marta suggested meeting the following Thursday, but Moe declined, saying that it was an important Jewish holiday: Rosh Hashana - New Year’s; his father would require him to spend a lot of time in the synagog.  He was lying; he had no intention of spending any time there; he had another assignation lined up.  He countered with the question: could they meet the previous day, which would not be so bad?  She agreed, but added that the onset of cold weather would take away her alibi.

Wed. September 15, 1841.  For the Catholic Nerings this was an Ember Day - not a very important day on the church calendar, but it DID mean fasting and abstaining from meat.  For the Jewish Karnowskis it was the Eve of Rosh Hashana (New Year).  In the Karnowski household there lived Shmuel (46), the father; Moses (23); and Baruch (22) - children of the deceased Rivka; Zeidel (36) their stepmother; and Shmuel-and-Zeidel’s children Bertha (18), Nathan (15), Rosa (13) and Sarah (12).  Zeidel got the children up early, and when everyone was cleaned up and seated around the table, Shmuel gave them a little talk.

“Do we have to hear all that again?” moaned Moe, “It gives me a headache”.

“Now Moses, be forbearing.  YOU have heard it many times, but the younger ones have not.  Anyway, today marks the first of ten days which we call the Days of Awe or Repentance.  They will end with Yom Kippur.  This is a time to consider our sins of this last year and repent”, Shmuel said.

He went on: “During the Days of Awe imagine that God has ‘books’ into which He enters people’s names, writing down who will live and who will die, who will have a good life and who will have a bad life, for the next year.  God writes in these books on Rosh Hashanah, but our actions during the Days of Awe can alter His decree. The actions that change His decree are called ‘Teshuvah, Tefilah and Tzedakah: Repentance, Prayer, and Good Deeds’. These ‘books’ are sealed on Yom Kippur. This is why we will be greeting each other during this time: ‘May you be inscribed and sealed for a good year'".

“At this time I want you to seek reconciliation with those you may have wronged during the year. The Talmud says that Yom Kippur atones only for sins against God. To atone for sins against men, we must first seek reconciliation with them, righting the wrongs committed against them if possible”.

A period of awkward silence followed, during which the children looked at each other.  Then, to give good example, Shmuel said, “Zeidel, my dear, I am sorry for the many times I lost patience with you.  You children, I am sorry for being unfair in assigning chores.”  He then went around and embraced all of them.  “Now you must be reconciled with each other.  You don’t have to do so in front of the others - you can do so privately.”  In the course of the next ten days, all of them did so, all except Moses.

Thurs. September 16, 1841.  At 5:42 the first day of Rosh Hashana dawned cool and crisp, with a blue sky and a few luminescent white clouds.  “Good, good.  A good start”, thought Shmuel, the Rabbi of Congregation Bnai Yitzhak in Łasin.  Shmuel got to the synagog early to pray alone and to get things in order.  “Oh, Lord, make me worthy to lead these Your people”, was the gist of his prayer.  The president of the congregation arrived, and he and Shmuel discussed the blowing of the shofar (ram's horn).  The congregation arrived, and the shofar was blown, good, loud and raucous.  All heads nodded approvingly.

Shmuel led a somewhat expanded liturgy, focusing on the concept of God’s sovereignty.  He did so with a heavy heart, for before leaving for synagog he had approached Moses and invited him to accompany him in late afternoon on a walk to the Łasin Lake, to perform Tashlikh.  Moe was reluctant to go.  “I can be makin’ money by tradin’ with the Polocks”, he countered, “what with the
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